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Abstract: 

Fishing is one of the oldest human occupations and a significant human activity in many nations, contributing 

to the employment, economics, and food supply of coastal areas. It is seen as a vital source of employment 

that provides the coastal population with a living wage. International trade had an export value of 129 billion 

USD in 2012, which was 37% of the value of all fish production, 70 billion USD of which came from shipments 

to poorer nations. According to estimates, small-scale fisheries provide nearly half of the world's fish catches 

when taking into account both direct and indirect contributions to food security produced through the 

provision of affordable fish and employment to populations in poor nations. Any business or action involved 

in catching, breeding, processing, preserving, reserving, storing, moving, promoting, or dispensing fish or 

fish products is included in this industry. Over the years, millions of individuals worldwide have engaged in 

fishing and fish trading profitably. Fish is one of the most trafficked foods globally, and the value of global 

fish commerce exceeds the value of international trade of all other animal proteins combined. Currently, 

roughly two-thirds of the world's population lives within 60 kilometres of a maritime shoreline. 
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Introduction: 

Fisheries are crucial to the socioeconomic development of developing nations. Farming will be a partner of 

this economic operation in countries with large populations, like India. In addition to being a source of income, 

fishing provides our bodies with vital minerals. Additionally, fisheries have an effect on regional and national 

economies, provide opportunities for rural women and underprivileged farmers to participate, and reduce 

poverty by creating jobs. Because of the abundance and diversity of its indigenous fisheries, India is 

recognized as a developing nation for its inland fishing potential. These species are essential to the livelihood 

and food security of the rural inhabitants. In India, the fishing industry today contributes 60% of the nation's 

fish production and employs around 23 lakh households. It increases the productivity and sustainability of 

ensuring food security and generating employment for landless, small, and marginal farmers. 
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A burgeoning industry in our economy is fishing. It has played a significant part in enhancing nutritional 

standards, creating jobs, expanding the food supply, and earning foreign currency. The country's fisheries 

structure was significantly impacted by increasing urbanization, globalization, and fast evolving social 

structures. Fisheries and aquaculture have changed from their traditional position as supplementary 

subsistence activities to become a significant commercial sector. 

 

Introduction In India, it is estimated that 60 million people rely only on fishing, with just 12 million individuals 

really engaged in the activity (Sekhar et al., 2006). International trade has a significant impact on fisheries all 

around the world. The fishing industry is significant to the Indian economy since it generates jobs, money, 

and foreign exchange. For both upland and marine fish resources, it has enormous potential. India includes 

around 1.6 million hectares of freshwater lakes, marshes, and swamps as well as 64,000 kilometres of rivers 

and streams. Nearly 7 million people in India depend on activities related to fishing for their daily survival. 

 

Millions of people around the world have stable jobs because to the fishing industry. A fisherman is someone 

who captures creatures from the water, such as fish, shellfish, or other creatures. Fish farms produce a variety 

of fish species, including salmon, catfish, tilapia, cod, carp, and trout. Widespread overfishing has resulted 

from the increasing commercial fishing industry's pressures on wild fisheries. Fish farming offers an alternate 

response to the rising consumer demand for fish and fish protein. The socioeconomic status of fishermen who 

are primarily engaged in catching fish from the ponds in question is likely to be impacted by the frequency or 

regularity of fish catches, the volume and yield of benefits from the aquaculture enterprise, the efficiency of 

management, and the participation of the members of the cooperative / group in the management pattern of 

the aquaculture pond. Fish is a good source of vitamin B and iodine as well as an easily digestible protein 

source. The liver of the fish has a good amount of vitamins A and D. 

 

The need for scientific fish culture understanding, illiteracy, and sloppy connections amongst fishing 

communities in Bihar are the biggest barriers to the growth of fisheries. Because there are so many fish 

farmers, traditional methods of fish culture are still popular. In addition to the 4.5 lakh MT. of fish that are 

now needed. Because of the abundance and diversity of its indigenous fisheries, India is recognized as a 

developing nation for its inland fishing potential. These species are essential to the livelihood and food 

security of the rural inhabitants. In India, the fishing industry today contributes 60% of the nation's fish 

production and employs around 23 lakh households. It increases the productivity and sustainability of ensuring 

food security and generating employment for landless, small, and marginal farmers. (FAO 2014a) 

Empowerment Inland fisheries present chances to empower people to meet and provide for their dependents 

with their own physical and psychological needs. Fisheries give billions of food and a livelihood for millions 

of people worldwide. 

 

For the purpose of reducing poverty, this position is especially crucial for marginalised groups including 

minorities, rural poor people, and women (Weeratunge et al. 2014). They are given low-wage employment 
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and prospects for subsistence investment through inland fisheries. Another example is how little influence is 

typically held by women in underdeveloped nations. However, they account for 20% of all inland fisherman 

worldwide, and they handle 90% of all post-harvest processing (FAO 2014b). 

 

In India, agriculture plays a major role in terms of its contribution to the GDP and factor incomes. It generates 

27% of India's GDP, 65% of all jobs in the labour force, and 21% of all exports from the nation 

(Venkataramanan, 2001). 

 

Fisheries sector: growth and contribution India's share of global fish production increased from 3.26 to 4.41 

percent between 1985 and 1997. India's fish production has grown more quickly than that of the rest of the 

world, partly as a result of the country's expanding inland fish production. In 1997, India produced 4.07 

percent of the world's marine fish and contributed 4.9 percent of its inland fish. 

 

India's fisheries industry typically contributes 0.8% or less of the country's GDP. This has remained essentially 

unaltered since 1970–1971 Nevertheless, it has been steadily increasing in terms of its contribution to 

domestic agricultural production. In the 1970s, it was 1.98%; in the 1990s, it was 2.74%. This may be 

explained by the agricultural sector's declining GDP share and the fishing sector's higher growth than that of 

the agriculture sector (Krishnan et. al., 2000). 

 

Women have a vital role in fish production and commerce, helping with sorting, washing, and other important 

tasks on fish farms. Farm households utilise an integrated strategy that involves multi-enterprise production 

and marketing operations. Numerous female family members work in cultivation and harvesting on or off of 

their own farms who have no or very little land ownership. Poorer households' female members participate 

far more in operations like crop harvesting, refining, washing, peeling, and drying than do their male 

counterparts. The majority of women's domestic labour is undervalued in terms of GDP contributions. Women 

perform significant roles in fish culture, such as patrolling ponds during daylight feeding, preparing feed, and 

maintaining ponds. 

 

Due to the population's rapid growth and the increased use of land for factories and homes, the amount of 

agricultural land is decreasing, leaving the people with inadequate nutritional needs. India is the second-largest 

producer of freshwater fish in the world and the third-largest producer of fish overall. The second-largest 

market for marine products coming from India is the United States. 

 

The majority of aquaculture in India still uses traditional agricultural techniques. They might switch to new 

agricultural techniques to increase fish productivity and protect the environment. Issues The country's sector 

is founded and operated on a few fish species—carps, pacu, and pangasius—and it will enhance fish 

production by expanding this foundation. India must face these challenges in order to further develop its fish 

farming industry. A surplus of rare fish varieties results from overproduction based on fewer species, which 
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invariably causes price decreases and swings. Lack of technology prevents hatcheries from introducing new 

species, including marine, freshwater, and brackish species. 

 

Diversification of species will increase demand for formulated aquafeeds and support pricing. Freshwater fish 

farming still relies on traditional practises that frequently create conditions conducive to the spread of 

diseases: vast ponds, no water exchange, no irrigation, and no bottom sediment clearance. New cultural 

structures that utilise less land and water would be very beneficial to the industry and should be given more 

emphasis. The low quality of fish produced in insufficiently managed production systems affects consumer 

acceptance and expectations. Conclusion As a result, it is evident from the aforementioned data that inland 

fish farming can contribute significantly to a developing nation's socioeconomic development alongside 

agriculture. Particularly in a nation with the population of India, inland fishing has a lot of potential as a source 

of income that can also feed the population. 

 

The overall success of inland fish farming is hindered by a number of factors, including illiteracy, a lack of 

information about scientific fish farming, and marginal farmers' limited participation in this area outside of 

the wet season. As a result, in addition to raising the awareness of the affected farmers, the local, state, and 

federal governments must also become more entrepreneurial in order to effectively implement the "Blue 

Revolution." 

 

Definition of the Issue: 

Because Andhra Pradesh is located on the east coast of the Bay of Bengal, fishing and other associated 

occupations will inevitably develop among the locals of coastal villages who are known as fisherman. Their 

standard of life, level of comfort, societal contributions, and financial situation all influence their ability for 

productivity, performance, and earnings. Although the number of fisherman has greatly increased, the 

government's measures of their income, welfare, and development appear to fall short of expectations. As a 

result, this must be addressed. Most fishing families are below the poverty line. They were pulled down to 

earth by their unstable finances and low socioeconomic level, which prevented them from thriving in life. The 

children of fisherman strive to receive a good education, but they are unable to do so because the family head 

cannot set aside a sizable sum of money for that purpose. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

To study on Socio-economic conduction among the fisherman Community in Andhra Pradesh. 

To analyse the factors impacting livelihoods of fisherman in the study area 
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Research Techniques 

As this study intends to summarise the many conditions linked to fishermen's socioeconomic conditions, the 

researcher utilised a descriptive design. The research universe includes the current study, which was carried 

out in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

For this investigation, non-probability sampling was employed to gather data. To be more precise, non 

proportional quota sampling was used in this investigation. The study's sample size is 100 Andhra Pradesh 

fisherman. To evaluate the questioner and to assess the viability and feasibility of the study, the researcher 

also conducted pre-tests and a pilot study. 

 

Examining and Interpreting 

Since the beginning of time, those who live along the country's shore have relied heavily on fishing as a source 

of income. From the perspective of generating revenue and jobs, fish and fisheries play a significant role in 

the majority of developing and industrialised nations worldwide. It ranks right behind agriculture as one of 

the most ancient human economic activity. The maritime environment has long been regarded as the guardian 

of the security of the fishing community's livelihood because it is the only source of their daily needs. The 

fishing industry supports the creation of jobs, exports, and the safeguarding of food and nutrition. In India, 

the fishing industry provides the majority of people with a living and their main source of income. This 

amounts to about 1% of the overall population. (2011) Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation 

 

In terms of global rankings, India comes in second for aquaculture production and third for fish production. 

In 2014–15, the nation produced 100.69 lakh tonnes of fish, of which 34.91 lakh tonnes were collected from 

the marine sector and the remaining from the inland sector. In India, the market for fresh and processed fish 

and fishery products has grown greatly due to the country's rapid economic development and expansion of 

the domestic retail sector (Sathiadhas, et al. 2011). The Indian fishing business also makes a sizable 

contribution to foreign exchange. 

 

Table - 1: Distribution of the Respondents by their Age 

S. No. Age Group No. of 

Respondents 

Percentage 

1 Below 30 24 24.0 

2 31 – 35 12 12.0 

3 36 – 40 10 10.0 

4 41 – 45 18 18.0 

5 46 – 50 26 26.0 

6 Above 51 10 10.0 

 Total 100 100.0 
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S. No. Marital Status No. of 

Respondents 

Percentage 

1 Unmarried 11 11.0 

2 Married 73 73.0 

3 Divorced 4 04.0 

4 Widower 12 12.0 

 Total 100 100.0 

S. No. Age at Marriage No. of 

Respondents 

Percentage 

1 Not married 10 10.0 

2 Below 20 11 11.0 

3 21 – 25 62 62.0 

4 26 – 30 15 15.0 

5 Above 30 2 02.0 

 Total 100 100.0 

S. No. Type of Marriage No. of 

Respondents 

Percentage 

1 Arranged Marriage 62 62.0 

2 Love Marriage 11 11.0 

3 Love & Arranged 27 27.0 

 Total 100 100.0 

S.No Type of family No. of 

Respondents 

Percentage 

1 Joint Family 72 72.0 

2 Nuclear family 28 28.0 

 Total 100 100.00 

Source: Computed from primary data 

The traditional livelihood of the fishermen is fishing. They must go fishing to meet their immediate needs and 

the needs of their families, whether they are young or old. That is also revealed in the No. 1 table mentioned 

above. 66 (66%) of the 100 individuals who participated in the survey said they went fishing starting at age 

31 and continuing until they were 50 years old. They are spread out between ages 31 and 35 (12%), 36 and 

40 (10%), 41 and 45 (18%), and 46 and 50 (26%). 

 

According to Table No. 1, the majority (84%) of them received an education, with 20 (20%) of them receiving 

instruction up to the middle school level, 13 (13%) receiving instruction up to the high school level, 14 (14%) 

receiving instruction at the higher secondary level, 2 (2%) receiving instruction at the undergraduate level, 
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and 4 (4%) receiving instruction in technical fields. It can be assumed that 84 (or 84%) of them received 

education, ranging from primary schooling to technical education. 

 

The marital status of the respondents is described in table No. 1 above. 73 (73%) out of the 100 respondents 

were married, which is the majority. Four (4%) and twelve (12%) married people were divorced or widowed, 

respectively. Men who lost their wives are referred to as widowers in this context. 

 

Regarding their age at marriage (Table No. 1), the majority (62%) of them stated that they were married 

between the ages of 21 and 25 years. The remaining 10%, 11%, 15%, and 2% of them stated that they were 

still single at the ages of 20 years, 26 to 30 years, and after 30 years, respectively. 

 

In villages, it is typical to have planned marriages between close relatives or sects (Table No.1). However, in 

more recent times, about one-third of them were married in love or in planned weddings. The bulk of them—

62 (62%)—had planned marriages, and their parents had chosen the bridges, so the system did not collapse. 

 

The above table (No. 1) displays the different types of families that the respondents came from. Of the total 

respondents, 72% belonged to a nuclear family, and 28 (28%) were a part of a joint family system. Due to 

their willingness to help others and lack of adjustments, they developed their own families and nuclear 

families, however some families still use the traditional joint family structure. After their son or daughter 

marries, most families become nuclear. 

 

 

Table: 2: Distribution of respondents by Experience in Fishing, Income and its Sources 

S. No Experience in Fishing No. ofRespondents Percentage 

1 Below – 5 years 13 13.0 

2 6 years - 10 years 16 16.0 

3 11 years - 15 years 8 08.0 

4 16 years - 20 years 10 10.0 

5 21 years - 25 years 14 14.0 

6 26 years - 30 years 25 25.0 

7 Above - 30 years 14 14.0 

 Total 100 100.00 

 Income of the Respondents 

per month 

No. ofRespondents Percentage 

1 Rs 5000 – 10000 84 84.0 

2 Rs 10001 – 15000 16 16.0 

 Total 100 100.0 
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 Sources of Income No. ofRespondents Percentage 

1 Fishing +Money lending 18 18.0 

2 Fishing +Fish vending 61 61.0 

3 Fishing +Petty Shop 6 06.0 

4 Fishing +Agriculture 15 15.0 

 Total 100 100.00 

Source: Computed from primary data 

 

The age of fishermen when they begin a career in fishing is indicated in Table N0.2. Out of 100 respondents, 

59 (59.0%) started their traditional occupation-fishing-between the ages of 16 and 20. Next, 35 (35.0%) started 

when they were under 15 years old, and 6 (6.0%) started when they were between the ages of 21 and 25. 

According to reports, the majority of fishermen began their careers in fishing when they were young, between 

the ages of 16 and 20, for a variety of reasons, including taking care of family responsibilities, being 

influenced by their peers, being uninterested in academics, etc. It demonstrates that they occasionally engage 

in fishing on their own due to their lack of interest in education, their obligations to their families, and peer 

pressure, as well as their desire to live a happy life by making money and keeping it for their own expenses. 

Families need to make a living in order to take care of daily expenses like those related to education, marriage, 

health, and property purchases. 

 

The fishermen's community needs money for day-to-day expenses, their health, and the education of their 

children. The boat owners can get by during the fish prohibition and difficult times, but the fishermen suffer 

greatly. 

 

The families of the seasonal fishermen are compelled to borrow money or ask their friends and family for 

assistance. Some fisherman could make ends meet by managing small businesses and engaging in real estate 

investing, among other menial tasks. 

 

Each of them had a secondary source of income in addition to their primary fishing livelihood. According to 

table N0.2, 31 (31%) of them had been engaged in the sale of fish nets through their shops, and 41 (41%) of 

them had revenue from secondary sources including fish vending, 28 (28%) had income from money lending. 

It demonstrates that the fishermen were fully conscious of the fact that they could not earn a consistent living 

and that, in order to secure their financial future, they engaged in other industries that provided some 

additional revenue. It demonstrates how the ability of fishermen to generate income is virtually always 

required. 
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Conclusion 

It is clear from the examination of primary data that if the socioeconomic circumstances of the fishing 

community improve, there will undoubtedly be improvements in their standard of living as well. However, 

when income is really low, there are great chances of an increase in starvation, difficulties with their children's 

education, and a bad quality of life that results in a terrible social life that will negatively affect their life.  

 

An increase in the cost of food, essentials, health care, and education. This survey reveals that the majority of 

fishermen attended elementary and middle schools before starting their careers in fishing at a young age. i.e. 

under 15 years old, which significantly impacts their generations. Their involvement in politics was limited 

to voting; they were unable to assert their representation in a suitable and acceptable capacity across all 

political parties.  

 

 

Despite there being national and international policies, the fishermen's community has not been included. The 

Quality of Life of the fishing community will be improved if the study's recommendations are put into practise. 

Setting up the necessary policies and implementing them will greatly improve the quality of life for the 

fishermen. 
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