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Wildlife Protection Laws - A study of legal and 

administrative aspects 
 

Abstract 

India has a strong set of laws, Acts and policies for the protection of forests and wildlife.  It is for citizens to 

study these carefully and apply them appropriately while conducting conservation advocacy campaigns. The 

various central legislations for forest conservation and wildlife protection provide a powerful legal 

framework for protection of wildlife, establishment of protected areas, management of habitats, regulation 

and control of hunting and trade in parts and products derived from wildlife.  

 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

Many individuals are under the feeling that India does not have solid wildlife life preservation laws. Despite 

what might be expected, we have probably the most stringent enactments to ensure wildlife life and living 

spaces. It is basic that all moderates acquaint themselves with these laws, so they can contribute adequately. 

It is likewise imperative to comprehend which establishments control arrive in India before any protection 

mediations can be endeavored in any scene. The legitimate status of the land should first be found out so 

one can draw in with the right specialists or organizations.  

A timberland is an earthly biological system, where groups of plants and creatures associate with each other 

and with the physical condition (World Wide Fund for Nature). They are regular sustainable assets. Nations 

contrast in their timberland cover, which thusly relies upon different factors, for example, atmosphere, 

accessibility of land, populace thickness and so on.  

Woods are basic for keeping up the nature of worldwide condition. The advantages collecting from the 

backwoods incorporate substantial items, for example, fuel wood, timber, grain, compost and other non-

timber and minor woodland items like foods grown from the ground, impalpable administrations, for 

example, directing the hydrological cycle, soil preservation, environmental change moderation and living 

space for natural life, and other elusive esteems, for example, otherworldly, recreational and tasteful 

esteems. Millions are subject to backwoods for their business and subsistence.  

India is the seventh biggest nation on the planet involving 2.4 percent of the world zone. Nonetheless, just 

1.8 percent of woods cover lies in India. Inspite of late endeavors to expand timberland cover through 

reforestation, being completed primarily under Compensatory Afforestation Management and Planning 

Authority (CAMPA), India's woods are in a crushed condition, with a little more than 21 percent of India 

under woodland cover in 2007 (State of Forest Report 2009 discharged by the Union Minister of 

Environment and Forests). Thick backwoods cover just 12 percent of land (Rawat et al, 2003). The strategy 
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necessity is that the woods cover ought to be 33 percent of the territory of the nation, and the majority of 

this ought to be shut woodland. Be that as it may, we are a long way from accomplishing this figure.  

Woods in India are under huge weight today and are lessening at a disturbing rate because of the quick 

populace blast of human and animals, over-use and misuse of timberland assets, change of backwoods 

arrive for non-ranger service purposes, extension of agribusiness and other illicit exercises, for example, 

unlawful logging, poaching and unapproved control of woodland arrive.  

"Efficient administration of backwoods started in the mid-nineteenth century. The principal woods strategy 

of India articulated in 1894 concentrated on business abuse of timber and offered significance to lasting 

development. The 1952 amendment of the arrangement perceived the defensive part of woods and 

recommended that 33% of the land region of the nation be held under woodland and tree cover. The Forest 

strategy of 1988 concentrated on natural soundness and upkeep of biological adjust."  

 

In 1894, Rudyard Kipling's well known accumulation of stories got distributed and the rest is history. 

Kipling's sharp eyes and 6 years of diligent work made a structure that energized kids as well as in a 

roundabout way gloats the rich wildlife life in India. Despite the fact that it was only a tale it showed the 

assorted variety of creatures in the nation. To truly discuss decent variety, India is one of the 17 super 

assorted varieties on the planet and is home to 7.6% of all well evolved creature, 12.6% of winged creature, 

6.2% of reptile, and 6.0% of blooming plant species. The nation additionally has the absolute most 

biodiverse areas on the planet and it includes four of 35 biodiversity hotspots of the world like the Western 

Ghats, the Eastern Himalayas, Indo-Burma and Nicobar Islands in Sundaland. Up until now, the nation's 

natural life is safeguarded in 120+ national parks, 515 wildlife life asylums, 26 wetlands, and 18 Bio-

Reserves, out of which 10 are a piece of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. Clearly, this extensive 

biodiverse arrive needs security, and inarguably preservation is an obligatory measure.  

Keeping in see the current human infringement, the Indian Government took successful activities to save 

natural life in the nation, and among it, most admirable activities is the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, 

which forbids exchange of uncommon and jeopardized species. Notwithstanding, this isn't the main 

commendatory measure taken by the Government of India (GOI), there is quite a lot more that should be 

told about the plans and activities that have helped the nation keep up its rich natural life.1 

 

2.1 WILDLIFE PROTECTION LAW 

The wildlife of India is a mix of species of diverse origins. The region's rich and diverse wildlife is 

preserved in numerous national parks and wildlife sanctuaries across the country. Since India i;5 home to a 

number of rare and threatened animal species, wildlife managem(;nt in the country is essential to  preserve 

                                                           
1 http://www.moef.nic.in/division/introduction-19 , 6/12/17 
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these species. According to one study, India along with 17 mega diverse countries is home to about 60-70% 

of the world's biodiversity.2 

The Wildlife Protection Act was passed by the Indian Parliament in the year 1972 to protect India’s wildlife. 

However, in the 20 years that have passed since the Act came into force, the number of wild animals is 

going down alarmingly, despite of Government efforts to protect them. With the increase in population, 

there is greater pressure on land. Forests are being destroyed as human habitations expand, thereby 

shrinking the habitats of our wildlife. There is also the clandestine international trade in wildlife and wildlife 

products which is a major cause for their wanton destruction. Meanwhile, the growing consumer society and 

the increasing emphasis on luxury and vanity items has also caused the exploitation of wildlife in the name 

of industrial progress. 

The major task of protecting wildlife cannot be handled by the Government machinery alone through its 

limited officials, but should be the duty of every individual. This was one of the reasons why a new 

provision, Article 51 A (g), was inserted into our Constitution, making it the fundamental duty of every 

citizen to protect and improve the natural environment, including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife, and to 

have compassion for living creatures. 

 

2.2 LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

     2.2.1 WILDLIFE PROTECTION ACT , 1972 

The Wildlife (Protection) Act (WLPA), 1972 is an essential statute that gives a capable lawful system to:  

 Prohiibition of hunting 

 Protection and management of wildlife habitats 

 Establishment of protected areas 

 Regulation and control of  trade in parts and products derived from wildlife 

 Management of zoos. 

The WLPA provides for several categories of Protected Areas/Reserves: 

 National Parks 

 Wildlife Sanctuaries 

 Tiger Reserves 

 Conservation Reserves 

                                                           
2 South India By Sarina Singh, Stuart Butler, Virginia Jealous, Amy Karafin, Simon Richmond, Rafael Wlodarski 
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 Community Reserves 

National parks and Tiger Reserves are by law all the more entirely ensured, permitting essentially no human action 

with the exception of that which is in light of a legitimate concern for untamed life protection. Touching and private 

tenurial rights are prohibited in National Parks however can be permitted in havens at the carefulness of the Chief 

Wildlife Warden. The corrected WLPA does not take into account any business abuse of timberland create in both 

national parks and untamed life asylums, and neighborhood groups can gather woodland deliver just for their genuine 

needs.  

No wild warm blooded animal, feathered creature, land and water proficient, reptile, angle, shellfish, bugs, or 

coelenterates recorded in four Schedules of the WLPA can be chased either inside or outside secured zones. On 

conviction, the punishment for chasing is detainment for a period running from at least three to a most extreme of 

seven years with fines at the very least 10,000 rupees.  

Group stores and preservation holds are two new classes of secured zones that have been incorporated under the 

WLPA. These two classifications give a more prominent part to nearby groups, partners and common society and also 

the chance to secure numerous territories of preservation esteem that can't be assigned under strict classes, for 

example, natural life havens or national parks.  

The statute denies the annihilation or preoccupation of untamed life and its environment by any strategy unless it is 

for development or better administration and this is chosen by the state government in interview with the National and 

State Boards for Wildlife.  

The WLPA contains expound techniques for managing legitimate rights in proposed secured regions and procurement 

of any land or enthusiasm under this law is esteemed as an obtaining for an open reason. Nonetheless, with the 

authorization of The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 

2006, consistence of different arrangements identifying with tenurial and group rights must be guaranteed.  

Aside from ensured region foundation, other essential parts of the WLPA incorporate methods for the arrangement of 

state untamed life experts and natural life sheets, the control of exchange natural life items and the counteractive 

action, identification and discipline of infringement of the WLPA. 

The 2006 change presented another part (IV B) for foundation of the National Tiger Conservation Authority and 

warning of Tiger Reserves (before this revision, Tiger Reserves were not characterized under the law, but rather were 

just regulatory assignments to empower subsidizing under Project Tiger).  

The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) was constituted vide the 2006 alteration to screen and control the illicit 

exchange untamed life items.  

The WLPA accommodates examination and arraignment of offenses in an official courtroom by approved officers of 

the backwoods division and cops.  

 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2018 JETIR July 2018, Volume 5, Issue 7                                            www.jetir.org  (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR1807243 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org 669 

 

     2.2.2 THE INDIAN FORESTS ACT , 1927 

The principle goal of the Indian Forest Act (1927) was to secure select state control over backwoods to take 

care of the demand for timber. The vast majority of these untitled grounds had customarily had a place with 

the timberland abiding groups. The Act characterized state proprietorship, directed its utilization, and 

appropriated the ability to substitute or smother standard rights. The Act encourages three classifications of 

timberlands, in particular  

 Reserved forests 

 Village forests 

 Protected forests 

Saved woodlands are the most ensured inside these classes. No rights can be gained in held woodlands aside 

from by progression or under an allow or contract with the legislature. Felling trees, nibbling steers, 

evacuating woods items, quarrying, angling, and chasing are culpable with a fine or detainment. In spite of 

the fact that the Indian Forest Act is a government demonstration, many states have authorized comparative 

woods acts however with a few adjustments. 

 

     2.2.3 FOREST CONSERVATION ACT , 1980 

Keeping in mind the end goal to check fast deforestation because of forestlands being discharged by state 

governments for horticulture, industry and other advancement ventures (permitted under the Indian Forest 

Act) the government instituted the Forest Conservation Act in 1980 with an alteration in 1988. The Act 

made the earlier endorsement of the government vital for de-reservation of saved woods, logging and for 

utilization of forestland for non-timberland purposes.  

This intense enactment has, to a vast degree, reduced the unpredictable logging and arrival of forestland for 

non-ranger service purposes by state governments. While the central government forced such strict 

limitations, it didn't at the same time develop a system to repay state governments for loss of timber logging 

incomes. This peculiarity combined with expanding weight for arrive because of a thriving populace has 

created extensive hatred inside state governments bringing about developing strain to weaken the 

prohibitive arrangements of the Act. The Supreme Court of India has presently forced a total restriction on 

the arrival of forestland for non-ranger service exercises without the earlier endorsement of the national 

government.  

     2.2.4  ENVIORNMENT PROTECTION ACT , 1986 

The Environment Protection Act is an essential enactment that accommodates coordination of exercises of 

the different administrative organizations, making of experts with satisfactory forces for ecological security, 
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direction of the release of natural contaminations, treatment of risky substances, and so on. The Act gave a 

chance to stretch out lawful insurance to non-woods natural surroundings ('Ecologically Sensitive Areas, for 

example, fields, wetlands and beach front zones.  

     2.2.5 THE BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ACT , 2002 

India is a gathering to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity. The arrangements of the 

Biological Diversity Act are notwithstanding and not in criticism of the arrangements in some other law 

identifying with woodlands or untamed life.  

     2.2.6  NATIONAL WILDLIFE ACTION PLAN , 2002-2016 

National Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016) replaces the prior Plan embraced in 1983 and was acquainted 

accordingly with the requirement for an adjustment in needs given the expanded business utilization of 

common assets, proceeded with development of human and animals populaces, and changes in utilization 

designs.  

The Plan most intently speaks to a genuine arrangement on assurance of natural life. It concentrates on 

fortifying and upgrading the secured territory organize, on the protection of Endangered natural life and 

their living spaces, on controlling exchange untamed life items and on research, instruction, and preparing.  

The Plan underwrites two new secured region classifications: "preservation saves," alluding to passages 

interfacing ensured zones, and "group holds", which will permit more prominent investment of nearby 

groups in ensured zone administration through conventional or social protection rehearses. These new 

classifications of ensured regions are probably going to get hallway territories under insurance. The Plan 

contains different suggestions to address the requirements of nearby groups living outside ensured territories 

and frameworks the requirement for intentional movement and restoration of towns inside secured zones. 

The Plan perceives the need to decrease human-natural life strife and stresses the foundation of powerful 

pay instruments. It incorporates the reclamation of debased environments outside secured territories as a key 

goal. 

 

     2.2.7 NATIONAL FOREST POLICY , 1998 

The National Forest Policy, 1988, (NFP) is essentially worried about the reasonable utilize and preservation 

of woodlands, and further reinforces the Forest Conservation Act (1980). It denoted a noteworthy takeoff 

from prior backwoods approaches, which offered power to meeting government interests and modern 

prerequisites for woodland items to the detriment of neighborhood subsistence necessities. The NFP 

organizes the upkeep of natural adjust through the protection of organic assorted variety, soil and water 

administration, increment of tree cover, proficient utilization of timberland deliver, substitution of wood, 

and guaranteeing people groups' contribution in accomplishing these goals. It likewise incorporates meeting 
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the regular asset prerequisites of provincial groups as a noteworthy goal. The NFP legitimizes the standard 

rights and concessions of groups living in and around timberlands, expressing that the residential necessities 

of the rustic poor should overshadow mechanical and business requests for woods items.  

As can be seen from this article, India has a solid arrangement of laws, Acts and strategies for the insurance 

of timberlands and untamed life. It is for natives to consider these deliberately and apply them suitably 

while directing protection promotion crusades.3 

3.1 ECOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE INDIAN WILDLIFE ACTS 

Until before 1976, timberland and wildlife life were State subjects in the Indian Constitution. The 

timberland offices managed woodlands as per the Forest Act of 1927. Perceiving the essentialness of woods 

and natural life, the 42nd Amendment to the Constitution erased both from the State list and put them in the 

Concurrent rundown, bringing them under the domain of both the Central and State governments. Presently, 

Center and States may enact on issues relating to woods and assurance of wildlife life.  

The 42nd Amendment additionally presented another Directive Principle of State Policy [Article 48-A] and 

a Fundamental Duty [51 (A) (g)] for the assurance and change of the backwoods. These arrangements give 

as under:  

 

1. Article 48-A – Protection and change of condition and shielding of woodlands and wildlife life. The State 

might try to ensure and enhance the earth and to defend the woodlands and wildlife life of the nation.  

2. Article 51(A) (g) – It should be the obligation of each resident of India to ensure and enhance the 

indigenous habitat including timberlands, lakes, waterways and wildlife life, and to have sympathy for 

living animals.  

 

3.2 FOREST , WILDLIFE AND ANIMAL CONSERVATION AND WELFARE 

 

FOREST CONSERVATION 

Out of 133 proposition (woodland arrive included more than 20 ha.) got from every one of the States/UTs 

amid the year looking for endorsement under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for preoccupation of 

backwoods arrive for different purposes, 30 recommendations were chosen and the remaining are under 

process or pending for need of data from State Governments.  

 

                                                           
3 Praveen Bhargav , Legal Framework for wildlife conservation in India ,,http://www.conservationindia.org/resources/the-legal-framework-for-

wildlife-conservation-in-india-2, 06/12/2017 , 10:29 pm 
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-  A add up to number of 707 ventures were affirmed upto 20 ha. under the Forest (Conservation) 

Act, 1980 by the six Regional Offices of the Ministry situated at Bangalore, Bhopal, Bhubaneshwar, 

Lucknow, Shillong and Chandigarh.  

-  A think about has been done by the Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi on the commitment of 

ranger service division to GDP in India. According to the examination report the gross estimation of 

products and ventures gave by the ranger service division is evaluated at Rs.26,329.8 crores, with the 

range changing from at least Rs.19,846.35 crores to a most extreme of Rs. 47,841.69 crores.  

-  After joining the remarks and recommendations, the last draft of the changes to the Indian Forest 

Act, 1927 is currently under planning for setting before the Cabinet for endorsement.  

-  Integrated Forest Protection Scheme has been defined by the merger of the plans 'Woods Fire 

Control and Management' and 'Connecting of Infrastructure Gaps in the Forestry Sector in the North 

Eastern Region and Sikkim'. The 100% halfway supported plan is presently being reached out to every 

one of the States and UTs amid the tenth Five Year Plan.  

-  The idea of Joint Forest Management (JFM) was started prior to include the Village Communities 

in the improvement and insurance of debased woodlands on the premise of their taking an offer of the 

usufruct from such zones. Twenty seven States have so far issued determination on JFM. As on 1.12.2002, 

14.26 million ha. of woods arrives in the nation are being overseen and secured by 64000 JFM 

Committees.  

 

Wildlife Conservation  

-  During the year, restriction on fare of 29 types of plant, plant-divides and their subsidiaries got 

from wild, was proceeded. Fare of six types of colorful fowls was likewise proceeded with subject to pre -

shipment investigation and arrangement under CITES wherever required.  

-  The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2002 was passed by the Parliament amid the Winter 

Session, 2002. The Bill proposes to improve punishments for infringement of the arrangements of the Act. 

It additionally proposes to make two new classes of Protected Areas, viz., 'Preservation Reserve' and 

'Group Reserve'.  

-  A number of species detailed as imperiled were given most noteworthy assurance by incorporating 

them in the Schedule I and part II of Schedule II of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.  

-  The Standing Committee of the Indian Board of Wildlife (IBWL) met three times to talk about 

essential viewpoints identifying with untamed life. The IBWL Apex Advisory Committee is going by the 

Hon'ble Prime Minister. 

-  In request to screen the execution of the National Wild Life Action Plan (2002-2016), a 

Monitoring Committee has been set up. The initially meeting was assembled on 16.1.2003.  
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-  There are 89 National Parks and 500 untamed life havens in the nation covering a zone of 1.56 

lakhs square Km. Monetary help for advancement of National Parks and Sanctuaries was given to 210 

National Parks and Sanctuaries in 25 States (counting North-Eastern States) and Union Territories in the 

nation amid the year.  

-  Twenty seven Tiger Reserves have so far been set up in different States covering a territory of 

around 37,761 Sq.Km. in the nation. A measure of Rs. 7.10 crores was discharged to the 4 new Tiger 

Reserves in the conditions of Karnataka, Maharashtra, Arunachal Pradesh-Assam and Madhya Pradesh.  

-  The India Eco-improvement Project is being executed in seven Protected Areas to be specific; 

Buxa, Palamau, Nagarhole, Periyar, Pench, Ranthambore, Tiger Reserves and Gir National Park to save 

biodiversity through eco-advancement.  

-  Fourteen elephant holds have been set up amid the year (till December 2002) which incorporate 

Singhbhum (Jharkhand); Garo Hills (Meghalaya); Mayurbhanj, Mahanadi and Sambalpur (Orissa); 

Eastern Dooars and Mayurjharna (West Bengal); Wayanad, Nilambur, Anamudy and Periyar (Kerala); 

Kameng (Arunachal Pradesh); Mysore (Karnataka) and Shiwalik (Uttaranchal).  

-  Renewal of acknowledgment to eight expansive zoos, four medium zoos and two little zoos, which 

were assessed, have been conceded. Ten smaller than normal zoos were additionally assessed amid this 

year.  

-  An intuitive site of the Central Zoo Authority (www.cza.nic.in) has been facilitated. The entire 

stock of creatures of all the extensive, medium and little zoos are in the site. Zoos would now be able to 

get to their separate stock and enter demise, birth and different subtle elements specifically.  

-  The National Zoological Park, New Delhi, at show, houses around 1257 creatures of 130 species. 

Amid the year 1 : 0 Himalayan Black Bear, 1 : 1 Black Swan, 2 : 2 Ring Necked Pheasants, 1 : 2 Japanese 

Green Pheasants, 2 : 2 Spectacles Caiman, 2 : 2 Siamese Crocodile and 1 : 1 Aligators were gotten in 

return.  

 

Animal Welfare  

-  The Animal Welfare Division turned into a piece of the Ministry of Environment and Forests in 

the long stretch of July 2002. Prior the Division was under Ministry of Statistics and Program 

Implementation. The order of Animal Welfare Division is to keep the punishment of superfluous agony or 

enduring on creatures.  

-  Under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, another arrangement of guidelines 

specifically, Animal Birth Control (Dogs) Rule, 2001 was advised on 24th December, 2002  

-  Under the plan for Animal Birth Control and Immunization of Stray Dogs, amid the year, a 

measure of Rs.1.30 crore was discharged to 49 associations in different states.  
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-  The first National Seminar on "The Status of Animal Houses in India" was sorted out in June, 

2002. As a result of the Seminar, three Sub-Committees to be specific; Committee on Alternatives and 

Harmonization with Global Guidelines on Alternatives, Committee on Norms of Rehabilitation of 

Animals utilized as a part of Experimentation and Committee on Accreditation of Laboratories were 

shaped.  

-  An Institute is being set up at Ballabhgarh, District, Faridabad, Haryana for giving different 

Graduate and Post Graduate courses on creature welfare. The Institute would likewise offer concentrated 

particular Diplomas in particular streams. 

 

4.1 INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

The Forest Minister of the State is in charge of all matters concerning forests and wildlife and is assisted by 

a Principal Secretary belonging to the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) along with a full-fledged forest 

secretariat which is in charge of all statutory and policy matters. 

 

4.1.1 STATE FOREST DEPARTMENT 

The State Forest Department is vested with the assignment of organization and administration of 

backwoods, including natural life saves. State Forest Departments are going by Principal Chief 

Conservators of Forests (PCCF) who are officers of the Indian Forest Service (IFS).  

 

4.1.2 CHIEF WILDLIFE WARDEN 

The Chief Wildlife Warden (CWLW) is the statutory specialist, under the Wildlife Protection Act, who 

heads the Wildlife Wing of the division and activities finish authoritative control over Protected Areas 

(PAs) inside a state. Each PA is normally named a Wildlife Division and is going by a Deputy Conservator 

of Forests (DCF).  

The Forest Department is accused of the undertakings of insurance and law authorization inside woods 

territories through the counteractive action, discovery, examination and arraignment of all backwoods and 

natural life offenses. Officers over a specific rank are additionally vested with semi legal forces to manage 

instances of infringement, seizures of unlawful untamed life deliver, and other informed backwoods 

offenses.  

Notwithstanding the Forest Department, different other government divisions that make up the more 

extensive managerial structure of the state government assume critical parts in the organization of land. 

These include:  
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 The Revenue Department, which controls open terrains not statutorily assigned or characterized as 

woods;  

 The Police Department, whose essential obligations incorporate anticipation of wrongdoing and 

upkeep of lawfulness, which is basic to upholding backwoods laws, including following of unlawful 

exchange woods and untamed life items.  

 The Irrigation/Water Resources Department, which designs and oversees dams, repositories, floods, 

and channels.  

Furthermore, in conclusion, the Public Works Department which keeps up all state interstates and streets.  

There are significant irreconcilable situations amongst focal and state governments as backwoods speak to a 

noteworthy wellspring of non-charge income for the last mentioned. In this way, while late timberland 

approach is step by step moving far from business ranger service to protection, state governments are 

regularly looked with contending requests on woodlands from different effective premium gatherings, 

including the state treasury and backwoods based enterprises.  

Further, preservation and administration destinations of the Forest Departments are not unmistakably 

figured; ventures are regularly ineffectively supported, prepared and staffed; and continuous endeavors once 

in a while checked. Thus, there are no huge endeavors made towards:  

 Consolidation of forests through acquisition of enclosures. 

 Resettlement programs for people living within PAs 

 Identification of wildlife corridors. 

Absence of straightforwardness and responsibility, in mix with the absence of adequate budgetary assets, are 

critical imperatives to compelling execution of protection. A radical rebuilding of the woods part through an 

unmistakable detachment of defensive and gainful capacities is proposed under the National Forestry Action 

Program (arranged with financing from the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).  

Other Democratic Institutions like the Panchayati Raj organizations, containing the Gram Panchayats at 

town level, the Taluk Panchayats at Taluk level, and the Zilla Panchayats at the region level, frame a three-

level arrangement of decentralized, popularity based nearby self-administration. State assemblies can enact 

and revert certain forces to the Panchayats under the Panchyat Raj Act on issues concerning horticulture, 

creature farming, fisheries, provincial lodging, jolt, streets and water administration, social welfare and so 

on.  
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4.1.3 NATIONAL BOARD FOR WILDLIFE 

 The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) (once in the past known as the Indian Board for Wildlife) is 

constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and led by the Prime Minister with the Minister of 

Environment and Forests as the bad habit seat. Aside from various government functionaries drawn from 

both the Central and State governments, five non-administrative associations and ten 

traditionalists/biologists are named to the NBWL. The board prompts the elected and state governments in 

issues concerning untamed life protection strategy, unlawful exchange and poaching, administration of 

national parks and havens, affect appraisals of ventures on natural life, and other related issues. The 

residency of each board is 3 years, after which another one is constituted.  

(The NBWL is commonly anticipated that would meet at any rate once every year, except this does not 

generally happen. Be that as it may, a Standing Committee of the NBWL, involving a couple of government 

and non-government individuals from the NBWL, meets at regular intervals under the chairmanship of the 

Union Minister of Environment and Forests, basically to look at recommendations for non-ranger service 

utilization of forestland inside National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries, and issue or deny consents. These 

incorporate, among others, proposition for thruways, dams, enterprises and mining. The minutes of each 

Standing Committee getting are assembled on the site of the MoEF).  

 

4.1.4 STATE BOARDS FOR WILDLIFE 

State Boards for Wildlife at the state level also exhort the state governments in determination and 

administration of secured territories and different issues associated with the assurance of untamed life. The 

SBWL is going by Chief Minister, with the Forest Minister of the State as the Vice Chair.  

(In many states, the SBWL is either absolutely ancient or basically an elastic stamp. All the time, resigned 

government authorities and 'nature fans' with sketchy information and accreditations make up the load up, 

consequently making it genuinely incapable).  

 

4.1.5 THE BIODIVERSITY ACT 

The Biodiversity Act, 2002 orders the constitution of a National Biodiversity Authority which, among 

different duties, exhorts the Union and State governments on issues identifying with biodiversity 

preservation, impartial sharing of advantages emerging out of natural asset usage; managing access to 
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biodiversity and starting measures to restrict the giving of Intellectual Property Rights on any organic asset 

acquired from India. 4 

 

4.1.6 CENTER AND STATE POLLUTION BOARDS 

Central and State Pollution Control Boards have been constituted under the Environment Protection Act 

(EPA), 1986 with far reaching forces to direct the setting up of ventures in Ecologically Sensitive Areas 

(ESAs) and to investigate and indict people or enterprises who damage indicated contamination control 

standards. 

 

4.1.7 THE CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE 

The Central Empowered Committee (CEC): at first constituted under the Environment Protection Act, 1986 

for a time of five years, beginning in September 2002, it works as a Committee of the Supreme Court to 

help and screen consistence of the requests of the Supreme Court in the significant open intrigue suit (Writ 

Petition (Civil) 202/1995 – Godavarman Tirumalpad v/s Union of India and others) concerning assurance of 

backwoods, natural life, and related issues.  

 

4.1.8 NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

National Green Tribunal (2009): The National Green Tribunal (NGT) is an establishment that is enabled to 

arbitrate ecological question. The council has locale over every polite situation where a significant inquiry 

identifying with nature – emerging out of the execution of the Environment Protection Act, Forest 

Conservation Act, Biodiversity Act, Water (Prevention and control of contamination) Act, and related laws 

– is included. The National Green Tribunal is proposed to drive successful and speedy transfer of cases 

identifying with ecological assurance and preservation of woods and other common assets, including 

requirement of any lawful right identifying with condition, and giving help and remuneration for harms to 

people and property and for issues associated therewith or accidental thereto.  

4.1.9 FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) Is a statutory board constituted under Section 3 of the Forest 

Conservation Act to think about recommendations for redirection of forestland (other than in National Parks 

or Sanctuaries) for non-ranger service purposes, and render exhortation to the Central Government.  

 

4.1.10 FOREST DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

                                                           
4  Shekhar Dattatri , The Institutional Framework for Wildlife Conservation in India , 

http://www.conservationindia.org/resources/the-institutional-framework-for-wildlife-conservation-in-india/2 , 7/12/17 
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Forest Development Corporations, independent of state forest departments but staffed by forest 

department officials exist in most states. A portion of the sales from logging operations and sales of certain 

forest products are channeled through Forest Development Corporations. In certain states, the Forest 

Development Corporations also control public lands that are developed as plantations to meet the demands 

for commercial timber. In the State of Kerala, although tree felling in protected areas is illegal, the Forest 

Development Corporation, a government institution, still converts forestland to plantations.5 

  

5.1 IMPORTANT WILDLIFE PROTECTION PROJECTS BY GOVERNMENT 

 

5.1.1 PROJECT TIGER 

A standout amongst the best natural life protection wanders 'Venture Tiger' which was started path in 1972, 

has added to the preservation of tigers as well as of the whole environment. This venture is supported by 

Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change. Around 47 tiger saves arranged in more than 17 

locales including Corbett National Park and Ranthambore National Park are a piece of this venture which 

conducts evaluations of number of tigers, their living space, chasing propensities under the supervision of 

the Tiger Task Force. Venture Tiger has seen noteworthy accomplishment in recuperation of the territory 

and increment in the number of inhabitants in the tigers in the hold regions, from a meager 268 out of 9 

saves in 1972 to over 1000 of every 28 saves in 2006 to 2000+ tigers in 2016.  

 

5.1.2 PROJECT ELEPHANT 

Started in 1992 by the Government of India Project Elephant goes for preserving elephants and their natural 

surroundings and of transient courses by creating logical and arranged administration measures. Under the 

undertaking welfare of the residential elephants is likewise considered, issues like alleviation of human-

elephant struggle are additionally dealt with. The task's undertaking is to fortify the measures for security of 

elephants against poachers and unnatural passing. 

 

5.1.3 CROCODILE CONSERVATION PROJECT 

This task is yet another effective wander by Government of India to save the Indian Crocodiles, whose 

species were very nearly elimination once. The task likewise contributes towards the preservation in a 

plenty of related fields. The principle targets of the crocodile venture is to secure the rest of the number of 

inhabitants in crocodiles and their regular environment by setting up havens; to advance hostage 

reproducing; to enhance administration; and to include the neighborhood individuals in the task personally. 

                                                           
5 Supra.4 
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It merits seeing that with the start of Crocodile Conservation Project, 4000 gharial/aligator, 1800 

mugger/crocodile and 1500 saltwater crocodiles could be restocked.  

5.1.4 UNDP SEA TURTLE PROJECT 

With a goal to save the Olive Ridley Turtles, the UNDP Sea Turtle Project was started by Wildlife Institute 

of India, Dehradun as the Implementing Agency in November 1999. The task is for 10 beach front state in 

India particularly Odisha where it has contributed towards the readiness of a guide of rearing locales of Sea 

Turtles; distinguishing proof of reproducing spots and natural surroundings along the drift line, and transient 

courses taken via Sea Turtles. The undertaking additionally helped in the improvement of rules to protect 

the turtle death rate and for tourism in ocean turtle zones. Among the significant accomplishments of the 

undertaking is the showing of utilization of Satellite Telemetry to find the transitory course of ocean turtles 

in the ocean.6 

6.1 CONCLUSION 

 Along with above specified conservation projects of the wild animals, GOI has also initiated few schemes 

that are worked upon to protect the biodiversity and minimize the mortality of critically endangered, 

endangered and threatened animals. Here are few important steps that Government of India has taken for the 

wildlife protection: 

 In the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, GOI created Protected Areas like National Parks, 

Sanctuaries, Conservation Reserves and Community Reserves for the wildlife and imposed punishments on 

those indulged in illegal act of hunting. 

 Wetland (Conservation and Management) Rules 2010 have been drafted to protect of wetlands in 

India. The Central Government has also initiated the scheme, National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic 

Eco-System that lends assistance to the states for the sound management of all wetlands. 

 In order to curb the illegal trade of wildlife and that of endangered species, Wildlife Crime Control 

Bureau has been established. 

 Special organizations like Wildlife Institute of India, Bombay Natural History society and Salim Ali 

Centre for Ornithology and Natural History are formed to conduct research on conservation of wildlife. 

 To check the dwindling population of Gyps vulture in India, Government of India has banned the 

veterinary use of diclofenac drug. 

 For restocking of the endangered species, the Central Government first initiated Integrated 

Development of Wildlife Habitat Scheme and later modified it by including a new component, Recovery of 

                                                           
6 Wildlife Conservation Initiatives by Indian Government , https://www.ranthamborenationalpark.com/blog/wildlife-

conservation-initiatives-indian-government/ 
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Endangered Species which included animals like Hangul/stag deer in Jammu & Kashmir, Vultures in 

Punjab, Haryana and Gujarat, Snow Leopard in Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 

Arunachal Pradesh, Swiftlet in Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Nilgiri Tahr in Tamil Nadu, Sangai Deer in 

Manipur. Financial and technical assistance is also extended to the state government to provide better means 

of protection and conservation for the specified species. 

 The State Governments have been asked to strengthen the field formations and increase patrolling in 

and around the Protected Areas. 

 GOI intensified anti-poaching activities and initiated special patrolling strategy for monsoon season. 

Also, deployment of anti-poaching squad. 

 In order to strengthen tiger conservation, National Tiger Conservation Authority is constituted by 

Government of India. 

 A Special Tiger Protection Force (STPF) has also been constituted and is deployed in Karnataka, 

Maharashtra and Odisha. 

 E-Surveillance has been started in Kaziranga National Park in Assam and borders of Ratapani 

Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh. 
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