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ABSTRACT 
 

It is also important to note that children with learning disabilities do not always acquire skills in the normal 

developmental sequence. If an individual does not develop adequate phonemic awareness during the pre-reading 

period, effective decoding may not be possible, which influences the development of fluent reading and 

comprehension skills. Also, children with learning disabilities often come to the reading task with oral language 

comprehension problems. When assessing and planning for instruction, consideration of these oral language 

comprehension problems may facilitate acquisition of reading comprehension. No single reading method will be 

effective for all students with learning disabilities. Most individuals with learning disabilities will benefit from the 

application of a variety of methods. Instructors need a repertoire of instructional methods. Teachers should be able 

to appropriately and systematically modify or combine methods, and utilize different methods in order to meet an 

individual's changing needs. Selecting the appropriate program to apply to the student is not a simple matter, and 

requires a careful assessment of where the student is in the developmental process. It is not uncommon, for 

example, to observe an individual with all the pre-reading skills, numerous comprehension skills, and simple 

decoding skills acquired during the student's progression through mechanical reading instruction. Because there 

may be a lack of understanding of the sophisticated decoding skills needed, reading with fluency suffers. Students 

with learning disabilities should be provided with sound strategic approaches that empower them as readers, rather 

than be allowed to learn and internalize incorrect practices. 

Key Word: Homogenous Group Approach, Grouping Of Students, Prep Time And Letter Sounds And 

Symbols. 

 

Introduction 
The good news is that although reading itself is a complex process, the steps taken in order to build these skills are 

fairly simple and straightforward. In order to teach kids how to read and make it a positive and rewarding 

experience, try these simple and time-tested strategies below. Over 10 million children have 

used ABC Reading Eggs to learn how to read. The multiword winning online reading program is based on 

solid scientific research and makes learning to read fun and highly motivating for young kids. There are 

multiple ways to teach and learn reading. Some methods work better than others, and some readers learn better from 

one method than they do from another. In 1997, Congress asked the NICHD, along with the U.S. Department of 

Education, to form the National Reading Panel to review research on how children learn to read and determine 

which methods of teaching reading are most effective based on the research evidence. The National Reading Panel 

developed recommendations based on the findings in reading research on the best way to teach children to read 
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They found that specific instruction in the major parts of reading (phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 

vocabulary, and comprehension) was the best approach to teaching most children to read. They also noted that 

instruction should be systematic (well planned and consistent) and explicit. Although the National Reading Panel is 

more than a decade old, the findings on reading instruction are still relevant today. Reading is one of the most 

important and foundational skills that all students must learn. However, there are a variety of approaches and 

schools of thought that can be implemented and sometimes it’s hard to know what will be the best way to teach 

reading. Some students benefit more from certain methods than others, and it can be difficult to know which 

approach to take in the classroom. While there should be some flexibility allowed for certain students, in general, 

children who are learning to read can benefit from one or a combination of these methods: 

This approach is a great solution when your class contains students at a variety of reading skill levels, which will 

almost always be the case. Reading should not be taught with just a homogenous group approach; the individual 

needs, abilities and learning styles of each student should be considered. Grouping of students should begin at the 

start of the school year after initial assessments have been taken. Students should be grouped according to ability 

and preferred learning style. (When referring to each group in class, try and keep the emphasis away from skill level 

so that students don’t feel labeled as a “slow readers.”) Keep in mind that the makeup of each group will likely 

change as the school year progresses, so be flexible about this. As students progress, they should be moved to the 

group that fits them best. 

 

 

Simple Steps to Teach 

 

1. Use Songs and Nursery Rhymes  

Children's songs and nursery rhymes aren't just a lot of fun—the rhyme and rhythm help kids to hear the sounds and 

syllables in words, which helps them learn to read. A good way to build phonemic awareness (one of the most 

important skills in learning to read) is to clap rhythmically together and recite songs in unison. This playful and 

bonding activity is a fantastic way for kids to implicitly develop the literacy skills that will set them up for reading 

success. 

2. Craft Easy Word Cards At Home 

Cut out simple cards and write a word containing three sounds on each one (e.g. ram, sat, pig, top, sun, pot, fin). 

Invite your child to choose a card, then read the word together and hold up three fingers. Ask them to say the first 

sound they hear in the word, then the second, and then the third. This simple activity requires little prep time and 

builds essential phonics and decoding skills (helping them learn how to sound out words). If your child is just 

starting out with learning the letters of the alphabet, focus on the sound each letter makes, more so than letter 

names. 
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3. Engage Your Child In A Print-Rich Environment 

Create daily opportunities to build your child's reading skills by creating a print rich environment at home. Seeing 

printed words (on posters, charts, books, labels etc.) enables children to see and apply connections between sounds 

and letter symbols. When you're out and about, point out letters on posters, billboards and signs. In time you can 

model sounding out the letters to make words. Focus on the first letter in words. Ask your child “What sound is that 

letter?” “What other word starts with that sound?” “What word rhymes with that word?” 

4. Understand the nucleus Skills complex In Teaching Kids To Read 

It's important to remember that learning to read involves various different skills. There are five essential 

components of reading that you can read about here. These are the skills all children need in order to successfully 

learn how to read. In summary, these include: incorporates all five components of reading in its online lessons. 

Children are introduced to a range of interactive activities that reinforce letter sounds and symbols, building 

phonemic awareness and phonics skills, as well as vocabulary and comprehension. The e-book at the end of each 

lesson allows children to apply the skills they have learned. . 

 

5. Choose Proper Way 

A significant part of selecting appropriate instructional approaches is understanding the learning profile of an 

individual. A diagnostic program is necessary to identify students with learning disabilities. A cognitive profile is 

also necessary to determine precisely what students' needs are, their strengths and weaknesses, whether they have 

difficulty with working memory, if they have inadequate language skills, etc. Students with learning disabilities 

need to be taught strategic approaches explicitly. They need to have ideas made conspicuously clear to them. 

Persons with learning disabilities that need to work on reading mechanics frequently respond to explicitly taught 

code-emphasis developmental reading methods such as phonic, linguistic, or multisensory approaches. Some of the 

more popular approaches are briefly described 

6. Partnering 
Teachers should experiment with a variety of reading group options to find the best way to teach reading to the 

class. For example, you could try partnering students of differing ability from time to time so that a stronger reader 

can help a reader who might be struggling. 

7. Learning Organizers 
Pictorial reading aids such as Venn Diagrams, Storyboard Charts and Cause and Effect Statements can be a dynamic 

addition to any reading program. Reading Rockets is just one company that makes these materials available. 

Teachers can also use graphic and semantic organizers to aid students in putting together a word or a pictorial 

representation of what they are reading. 

http://www.jetir.org/
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8. Reading Orally 
Reading skills are dynamically enforced through reading out loud. This is always a great way for students to receive 

feedback, and for you to monitor their progress. These are just some of the time-tested methods available for 

teaching reading. Each student will vary in terms of what method works best for him or her, but most students can 

benefit greatly from a mixture of these methods. As the school year progresses and you get to know each student 

better, you’ll be able to fine-tune your approach until you find the best way to teach reading to your class. Learning 

how to read is one of the most important things a child will do before the age of 10. That’s because everything from 

vocabulary growth to performance across all major subjects at school is linked to reading ability. The Phonics 

Method teaches children to pair sounds with letters and blend them together to master the skill of decoding. The 

Whole-word Approach teaches kids to read by sight and relies upon memorization via repeat exposure to the written 

form of a word paired with an image and an audio. The goal of the Language Experience Method is to teach 

children to read words that are meaningful to them. Vocabulary can then be combined to create stories that the child 

relates to. Yet while there are various approaches to reading instruction, some work better than others for children 

who struggle with learning difficulties. The most common kind of dyslexia, phonological dyslexia, causes 

individuals to have trouble hearing the sounds that make up words.  

This makes it difficult for them to sound out words in reading and to spell correctly. Dyslexic learners may therefore 

benefit from a method that teaches whole-word reading and de-emphasizes the decoding process. Orton Gillingham 

is a multi-sensory approach that has been particularly effective for dyslexic children. It combines visual, auditory, 

kinesthetic, and tactile learning to teach a program of English phonics, allowing children to proceed at a pace that 

suits them and their ability. No two students will learn to read in exactly the same way, thus remaining flexible in 

your approach is key. It can be useful to combine methods, teach strategies and provide the right classroom 

accommodations, particularly for students who have specific learning differences.  Remember that motivation is key 

and try to be patient so as to avoid introducing any negative associations with school and learning. 

 

9. Pre-literacy skills 

Children begin acquiring the skills they need to master reading from the moment they are born. In fact, an infant as 

young as six months old can already distinguish between the sounds of his or her mother tongue and a foreign 

language and by the age of 2 has mastered enough native phonemes to regularly produce 50+ words. Between the 

ages of 2-3 many children learn to recognize a handful of letters. They may enjoy singing the alphabet song and 

reciting nursery rhymes, which helps them develop an awareness of the different sounds that make-up English 

words. As fine motor skills advance, so does the ability to write, draw and copy shapes, which eventually can be 

combined to form letters.There are plenty of ways parents can encourage pre-literacy skills in children, including 

pointing out letters, providing ample opportunities for playing with language, and fostering an interest in books. It 

http://www.jetir.org/
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can be helpful to ask a child about their day and talk through routines to assist with the development of narrative 

skills. Visit your local library and bookstore as often as possible. The more kids read with their parents, teachers and 

caregivers, the more books become a familiar and favorite pastime. Young children should be encouraged to 

participate in reading by identifying the pictures they recognize and turning the pages. 

 

10. Play with Letter Magnets 

Middle vowel sounds can be tricky for some children, which is why this activity can be so helpful. Prepare letter 

magnets on the fridge and pull the vowels to one side (a, e, i, o, u). Say a CVC word (consonant-vowel-consonant), 

for example 'cat', and ask your child to spell it using the magnets. To help them, say each vowel sound aloud (/ayh/, 

/eh/, /ih/, /awe/, /uh/) while pointing at its letter, and ask your child which one makes a sound similar to the middle 

sound. 

11. Harness the power of technology to keep your child engaged 

Learning to read should be an enjoyable process in order to keep kids motivated to improve. Sometimes a child 

might be full of excitement and eagerness to learn at the beginning, but once they hit a wall can feel overwhelmed 

and give up easily. As a parent, it can feel impossible to pick up again and know where to fill in any gaps that may 

be causing frustration.ABC Reading Eggs uses self paced lessons that match each individual child's ability. Children 

are regularly rewarded for completing activities and reaching new levels, which keeps them motivated to stay on 

track. Parents can also view instant progress reports to see how a child's skills are improving. 

12. Ask Questions about the Book 

A lot of people don't realize just how many skills can be picked up through the simple act of reading to a child. Not 

only are you showing them how to sound out words, you're also building key comprehension skills, growing their 

vocabulary, and letting them hear what a fluent reader sounds like. Most of all, regular reading helps your child to 

develop a love reading, which is the best way to set them up for reading success 

13. The Phonics Method 

The smallest word-part that carries meaning is a phoneme. While we typically think of letters as the building blocks 

of language, phonemes are the basic units of spoken language. In an alphabetic language like English, sounds are 

translated into letters and letter combinations in order to represent words on the page. Reading thus relies on an 

individual’s ability to decode words into a series of sounds. Encoding is the opposite process and is how we 

spell.The Phonics Method is concerned with helping a child learn how to break words down into sounds, translate 

sounds into letters and combine letters to form new words. Phonemes and their corresponding letters may be taught 

http://www.jetir.org/
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based on their frequency in English words. Overall there are 40 English phonemes to master and different programs 

take different approaches to teaching them. Some materials introduce word families with rhyming words grouped 

together. It’s also possible to teach similarly shaped letters or similar sounding letters together. 

 The Phonics Method is one of the most popular and commonly used methods. In the beginning progress may be 

slow and reading out loud halting, but eventually the cognitive processes involved in translating between letters and 

sounds are automatized and become more fluent. However, English is not always spelled the way it sounds. This 

means some words can’t be sounded out and need to be learned through memorization. 

14. The Whole-word Approach 

This method teaches reading at the word level. Because it skips the decoding process, students are not sounding out 

words but rather learning to say the word by recognizing its written form. Context is important and providing 

images can help. Familiar words may initially be presented on their own, then in short sentences and eventually in 

longer sentences. As their vocabulary grows, children begin to extract rules and patterns that they can use to read 

new words. Reading via this method is an automatic process and is sometimes called sight-reading.  

 Sight-reading is faster and facilitates reading comprehension because it frees up cognitive attention for processing 

new words. That’s why it is often recommended that children learn to read high frequency English vocabulary in 

this way. The Dolch word list is a set of terms that make-up 50-75% of the vocabulary in English children’s books. 

15. The Language Experience Method 

Learning to read nonsense words in a black-and-white activity book is not always the most effective approach. The 

Language Experience Method of teaching reading is grounded in personalized learning where the words taught are 

different for every child. The idea is that learning words that the child is already familiar with will be easier. 

Teachers and parents can then create unique stories that use a child’s preferred words in different configurations. 

Children can draw pictures that go with them and put them together in a folder to create a special reading book. You 

can look for these words in regular children’s fiction and use them to guess at the meaning of unknown words met 

in a context – an important comprehension strategy that will serve kids in later grades. 

Conclusions 

Persons with learning disabilities will typically require a variety of instructional approaches in order to make their 

educational experiences more productive. There is no one best approach to teach reading to students with learning 

disabilities. There are many reading methods available with ongoing debate about which one is preferable. It is 

critical that instructors understand both the student and the various reading methods available if the student is to 

have the best possible learning experience. The importance of a comprehensive evaluation that will result in 

prescription for intervention cannot be over-emphasized. As important is the notion that teachers must have the 
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ability to effectively and systematically alter various methods to meet the needs of individual children with learning 

disabilities. 
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