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Abstrac t:  The  concepts  o f cr ime and  punishment were prevalent  though in  so mewhat  di fferent  forms  

dur ing the ancient  t imes  and in ear l ier  civi l iza t ions too .  However ,  the  rules and  regulat ions may no t  be  

so complex and r igid  as  these are in modern t imes.  Punishment i s  re la ted to  successfully enforce rule s  

and regulat ions  framed by the soc iety.  Genera lly,  punishment i s  given to  the  o ffender ,  in the form of  

some physica l  or  menta l  pain or  bo th depending upon the gravi ty o f cr ime.  Crime may be interpreted as  

a  ser ious  wrongdoing,  delinquency,  s in,  senseless act ,  t ransgress ion or  ins tance of  negligence  which i s  

deemed injur ious to  the  mora ls of soc ie ty,  inte res ts  o f the s ta te  and i s  legal ly prohib ited or  forbidden.  

With the development o f soc iological  thought p rocess f rom the nineteenth century onwards,  cr ime and  

cr iminal i ty became the  subject  matte r  o f d iscussion and explora t ion of var ious authors and scholars.  

Accord ing to  Fyodor  Dostoyevsky,  the cr ime and punishment f ind thei r  roots  in  the teachings about sin  

and redemption in Chris t ianity.  He bel ieved that  cr ime is  not  only the violat ion and transgression of the  

accep ted  norms of socie ty,  but  i t  a l so involves  th e feel ing of  sense of gui l t .  Punishment i s  the  process  

of suffer ing tha t  leads to  sa lva tion.  
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Introduct ion:  

The purpose of this research paper  i s  to  conduct  an ana lyt ica l  s tudy of c r ime,  guil t  and redemption in  

Fyodor  Dostoyevsky 's  Crime and Punishment .  In Crime and Punishment  (1866) ,  Dostoyevsky has  

extensively explored the themes of cr ime,  gui l t  and  redemption .  Fyodor  Mikhailovich Dostoyevsky 

(1821-1881)  was  a  prominent  Russian noveli st ,  essayis t ,  exis tent ial i st ,  short  s tory wr i ter  and  

phi losopher .  Dostoyevsky has been ha iled as  one of the greatest  psychologists  in the his tory o f  

l i tera ture.  

Dostoyevsky was bor n in Mosco w, Russia  in the year  1821.  He hailed from a very rel igious fami ly 

and he himsel f had a deep fai th in the rel igion throughout his l i fe .  His father ,  an army doctor ,  was very 

cruel  and stern by na ture.  On the contrary,  his  mother  was a  kindhearted and generous lady.  His mother  

passed away when he was jus t  15 year  o ld .  Three years later ,  his  fa ther  was also kil led by the  Ser fs,  a  

term used for  the people who had no land of  their  o wn but  worked  for  their  masters.  They were,  

ho wever ,  not  slaves.  He ,  in fact ,  d is l iked this system of  ser fdom prevail ing in  the 19 t h  century Russian 

soc iety.  Though he was in  no way associa ted wi th  the dea th o f his fa ther ,  yet  he  fel t  gui l ty in his hear t  

of hear ts .  He  rea li sed  the pi t iab le condi t ion of  serf  people and wished f or  the ir  emancipat ion.  

Earl ier ,  a f ter  having pre l iminary educat ion a t  home,  he was sent  to  mi l i tary engineer ing school ,  but  

he  had very l i t t le  interest  in sc ience and  technical  s tudies.  Dostoyevsky,  ho wever ,  graduated as mi l i ta ry 

engineer  and  even d id job also  in  this  prof i le .  But  he  never  l iked  to  pursue  this  career  and  le f t  the job.  

Instead,  he developed keen interes t  in l i tera ture  and spent  much of his t ime in  read ing works o f  var ious  

authors.  He decided to  become a wr ite r  and devoted whole o f his l i fe  t o  wr it ing.  He was  a  very 

energe tic  person but  wi th  unstab le  mind.  Dostoyevsky i s  a  complex wr i ter  who cannot  be interpre ted  

wi th  a  s ingular  paradigm.  He has been considered  as an exis tentia l i st  and counter  revo lutionary,  

at tacking the revolutions o f his t i mes.  As D.A. Traversi  apt ly remarks ,  "A great  wri ter  l ike Dostoyevsky 

concent rates  in himsel f the quali t ies  o f his society,  and serves to  those who can read  him cr i t ical ly,  as a  

mirror  o f i t s  cul ture."  (Traversi ,  p .159)  

An internat ionally acclaimed Russian  author ,  Dostoyevsky has wr it ten as many as eleven novels,  

three  novel las and seventeen shor t  stor ies.  His  bes t  known works inc lude Poor Folk  (1846) ,  Notes f rom 

the Underground  (1864) ,  Crime and Punishment  (1866) ,  The Id iot  (1869) ,  The Possessed  (1872) ,  The 

Bro thers  Karamazov  (1879) ,  The Insu lted and  Humil iated  (1861)  and The Adolescent  (1875) .  His  

notable essay co llect ions inc lude Winter  Notes on Summer  Impression (1863)  and  A Writer ' s  Diary  
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(1873-1881) .  His prominent short  s tor ies are "Mr.  Prokharchin"  (1846) ,  "A Li t t le  Hero"  (1849) ,  "A 

Nasty Story"  (1862)  and  "The Dream of a  Ridiculous Man"  (1877) .   

Dostoyevsky's  f ir st  novel  Poor Folk  appeared  in  1846 which was fo llowed by The Double .  In 1847,  

he  joined an anti -government group  of young intel lec tua ls na med Petrashevsky circle .  Two years  la ter ,  

a l l  the group  members  were arrested and sentenced to  dea th.  Ini t ial ly,  they were confined to  iso la ted  

cel ls  for  sometime and later  put  in the barracks ,  where they could interact  wi th each o ther .  They were  

also provided re l igious books.  Dostoyevsky,  a  p roli f ic  reader ,  made bes t  o f the opportunity and  stud ied  

var ious aspects o f rel igion in dep th.  As a l l  the members o f the group were pronounced death sentence ,  

they were  carr ied  to  the gal lows on the appointed day.  Whi l e  the  last  process was underway,  there  

arr ived a messenger  o f Czar  wi th pardon orders according to  which,  the ir  dea th sentence was  waived  

and  instead awarded four  years o f imprisonment and  s ix years  o f forced army service.  

During the f ir st  phase of the sen tence,  they were sent  to  labour  camps and exi le  to  Siber ia .  The  

sudden change of death sentence to  impr isonment dras t ical ly changed Dostoyevsky 's  percep tion towards  

l i fe .  He  began to  real ise  the  importance  of t ime.  He fe l t  that  even a  single minute should no t  be wasted  

rather  i t  should  be  ut i l ized jud ic iously and for  the  r ight  cause.  Moreover ,  his  in depth s tudy of  rel igious 

books,  par t icular ly The  New Testament ,  dur ing his imprisonment resul ted in gradual  transformation in  

his philosophica l  and sp ir i tual  b el ie fs.  After  his  release from Siber ian Labour  Camp and  forced  mi l i ta ry 

service in 1859,  he resumed his l i terary work wi th  grea t  passion and enthusiasm.  

The thematic  i ssue of  redemption through suffer ings  appear  prominent ly  in Dostoyevsky's  subsequent  

works .  Dostoyevsky's  l i fe  was ful l  o f suffer ings ,  hardships  and  mental  agony which had a d irect  bear ing 

on his mind and psychology.  The contras t ing na ture o f his parents,  sudden and tragic dea th o f his fa ther  

and la ter  experiences in labour  camps and exi le  had d irec t  bear ing on his wri t ings and go t  portrayed  

through var ious  characters  o f his works.  Dostoyevsky has  been ha iled as  one  of  the  grea test  

psychologists  in the his tory of l i te rature.  The depic t ions o f human s ta te  o f mind leading to  c r ime and  

murder  and the exp lorat ion of  the  themes of  se l f -dest ruct ion,  guil t  and  salva tion had a profound  

inf luence on 20 t h  century f ic t ion.  Dostoyevsky's  immense phi losophica l  and psychologica l  insights 

enabled  him to  port ray the themat ic  aspec ts  o f sin,  gui l t  and  redemption in emot ionally and sp ir i tual ly  

downtrodden characters o f his works.  The  theme of salva tion through suffer ings appears in  

Dostoyevsky's  works.  I t  i s  predominant ly evident  in the  novel  Crime  and Punishment .  The  novel  was  

f irs t  pub lished  in  par ts  in  a  monthly  journa l  The Russian Messenger  dur ing 1866.  Subsequent ly ,  i t  was 

published in one s ingle  volume.  

Dostoyevsky,  in his pioneering work Crime and Punishment ,  exp lores the concepts o f c r ime,  gui l t ,  

punishment  and redemption very effec tively,  through the portraya l  of  centra l  pro tagonis t ,  Rodion 

Romanovich Raskolnikov.  Crime and Punishment i s  an account o f an individual 's  fa l l  and  redemption.  

The novel  d wells  on  the psychological  d i lemma and mental  anguish of the cent ral  charac ter ,  

Raskolnikov.  I t  i s  the powerful  presenta t ion of the  psyche  and predicaments o f  an impoverished  ex -

student,  currently out  of job,  l iv ing in St .  Petersburg.  Dostoyevsky places  Raskolniko v in  a  wor ld  

layered wi th guil t  fo l lowed by redempt ion in  Crime and Punishment .  The  noveli st ,  through the  portraya l  

of Raskolnikov,  depic ts  the psychological  account  o f the  l ives o f poverty s tr icken Russians during the  

late  19 t h  Century.  In A Wri ter ' s  Diary ,  Dostoyevsky c la ims that  charac ters  o f his  novels " suffer  f rom the 

contemporary chaos o f l i fe .  Because of the fa i lure to  comprehend the things taking place al l  around due 

to  which thei r  concept ion became dis integrated."  (Dostoyevsky)  

Raskolnikov,  a  man t roubled by pover ty suddenly decides to  commit a  heinous cr ime of murder ing an 

old pawnbroker ,  Alyona  Ivanovna and her  si ster ,  Lizaveta Ivanovna,  in an at tempt to  have a fee l ing of 

super ior i ty.  He  thought  he would  use money belonging to  his vic t im Alyona  Iv anovna to  improve  the 

l ives o f many downtrodden and needy persons .  Raskolnikov,  in the course o f the novel ,  j us t i f ies his 

act ions by compar ing himsel f wi th Napoleon Bonaparte ,  bel ieving that  some people think tha t  they are 

empo wered na tura l ly and they poss ess the r ight  to  per form such deeds and  to  transgress the r ights  o f 

ordinary man.  Raskolnikov 's  Napoleonic theory leads  to  his do wnfa ll  and al iena tion from mankind and  

soc iety.  

In  nine teenth century,  the  extraord inary man theory was  fa ir ly popular  and  Dost oyevsky go t  great ly 

inf luenced by the  ideo logies and extraordinary man theories  given by two grea t  German phi losophers 

Nie tzsche and Hegel .  He exhib it s  the character is t ics  and ideologies o f  the extraordinary man through 

the character  port raya l  of Raskolnik ov.  Accord ing to  both the  theories ,  humanity i s  divided  into  two 

categories o f people:  ext raordinary and ordinary.  Extraordinary people are espec ial ly empo wered to  

vio la te  any law or  rule  to  achieve the ir  goal ,  whereas norms and  regulat ions  are  meant  to  be  fol lo wed 

and  obeyed  by the ord inary people.  Nietzsche believes that  the  ext raordinary men,  due to  the ir  sel f -

centredness ,  have the capaci ty to  transgress any law and indulge  in  any kind of  immoral  and  unethical  

act ion for  the benefi t  o f  themselves only.  O n the other  hand,  Hegel  suggests tha t  supermen can defy the 

soc ietal  laws and norms,  and their  such act ions are just i f ied ,  so  fa r  as these seek to  benefi t  the 

mankind.  Hegelian viewpoint  also a ims a t  throwing the corrup t  and undesirable e lements out  o f  the  

soc iety.  
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Raskolnikov,  in Crime and Punishment ,  i s  shown as a  charac ter  who is  very weak and fra i l ,  but  

considers himsel f to  be not  less than a superman,  whom he be lieves i s  above al l  laws,  rules and norms.  

For  him, no thing was  unethical .  He could  commi t a ny cr ime and get  away wi th i t .  On be ing asked by the 

police de tec tive,  Por f iry Pe trovich,  about  the  dist inguishing features  of  extraord inary and ordinary 

people,  Raskolnikov rep lies :  "Si r ,  p lease  bear  in  mind tha t  mis takes  are  only poss ible on the  par t  o f the  

f irs t  ca tegory –  that  i s ,  of the ordinary people."  (Dostoyevsky,  311) .  Raskolnikov,  influenced  by this 

ideology,  considers himsel f to  be Napoleon l ike f igure and indulges in  an unholy ac t  o f murdering an 

old pawnbroker  and her  si s ter ,  as he aims at  c le ansing and l iberat ing the soc ie ty from such evil s  and 

corrupt  pract ices .  He aff irms:  "The o ld woman was a  mistake,  put  she ' s  no t  what i t ' s  a l l  about  in any 

case! The o ld woman was jus t  an i l lness . . .  I  wanted  to  get  my s teping -over  done as  quickly as  

possib le. . .  I t  wasn ' t  a  person but  a  pr inc iple  tha t  I  k i l led!"  (Dostoyevsky,  326)  

Raskolnikov appears to  be par t ia l ly subscr ibing to  both the theories.  Fir s t ly,  due to  his precar ious 

and pathe tic  financial  condit ion and a lways  thinking about the poss ible ways  of  ge tt ing out  o f  the  

miser ies o f  his l i fe  and rooting out  the evi l s  prevalent  in the soc ie ty,  he becomes a lmost  insane.  

Secondly,  his  pr ide o f being an intel lect  causes him to  think as an extraordinary man who is  above  any 

law and  can co mmit any cr ime for  t he  sake  of  emancipat ion of  the impover ished  people o f  the soc iety.  

This confused sta te  o f mind of Raskolnikov resul t s  in his being iso la ted or  al ienated from his fami ly as 

wel l  as soc ie ty.  He commits cr ime of ki l l ing Alyona and her  s i ster  due to  his povert y,  anguish and 

apathy towards the  sys tem.  

Dostoyevsky a lso exhibit s  the e lement o f  duali ty in the charac ter  of Raskolnikov in his highly 

procla imed novel  Crime and Punishment .  On the  one hand,  Raskolnikov thinks himsel f to  be a  superman 

and  on the other ,  he looks quite  a  t imid and  fearsome person who is  always  trying to  avo id the people 

around him and  evade the law of the land.  He i s  not  prepared to  confess his cr ime and face the 

consequences.  Raskolnikov i s  seen as a  sp li t  personali ty.  All  a long,  he is  con stantly t roubled  by the  

inner  confl ic t  between his  pr ide and reason on the  one  hand  and  compassion and  consc ience on the 

other .  So met imes,  he  i s  ful l  o f aggression and  sense  of  al ienat ion and a t  t imes,  he i s  very pro tec tive  and 

concerned about the well -be ing of his mother  and sis ter .  Andre Gide notices the "disquiet ing duali ty"  

(Andre,  p .112)  in most  of Dostoyevsky 's  charac ters includ ing Raskolnikov.  Another  aspec t  exp lored in  

the novel  i s  the internal  confl ict  in the minds of d i fferent  characters,  par t icul ar ly Raskolnikov.  Vic tor  

Terras in 'The Ar t  of Crime and Punishment '  r ight ly re fers to  " the inner  dialogue Raskolnikov and some 

of the o ther  characters  (Razumikhin,  Luzhin)  conduct  in  the ir  o wn minds."  (Terras ,  p .196)  

Dostoyevsky in the novel  Crime and Punishment  e labora tes on the psychological  behaviour  and the 

compulsions o f  his  pr incipa l  charac ter  Raskolnikov which ul t imate ly leads  him to  beco me a c r iminal .  

Accord ing to  Sigmund Freud ,  popular ly regarded as  the ' father  o f  Psychology' ,  "Two trai t s  are esse nt ia l  

in  a  cr iminal :  boundless egoism and a strong des truc tive urge.  Common to  both of  these,  and a  

necessary condi t ion for  the ir  expression,  is  the  absence of  love,  lack of  an emotional  appreciat ion of  

human objects."  (Freud,  p .19)  

Dostoyevsky asser ts  tha t  punishment is  the suffer ing of a  guil ty consc ience,  rather  than a punishment 

awarded through legal  process.  Tortured by his o wn mind,  Raskolnikov suffers from the  confl ict  

between the  humanness  and the reason wi thin him. He asks  a  quest ion,  "Can tha t  be the punishment 

already began?  Indeed,  indeed,  i t  i s !"  (Dostoyevsky,  270)  He loses  his ra t ional  thinking and goes  

through the  bi t te r  sol i tude af ter  commit t ing the  cr ime.  He confesses  his  cr ime to  Sonia because  she  has 

the fa i th in the goodness o f Chr is t ian doctr ine.  He says  to  Sonia,  " I  was ambi t ious to  become  another  

Napoleon; that  was why I  committed a  murder ."  (Dostoyevsky,  295)  Sonia symbol ises Chr ist - l ike f igure  

for  Raskol inkov who arouses  his  novel  consc ience.  She  preaches  and inculca tes in Raskol inkov  

immense love and leaning towards  Christ ian pr inciples .  

The Christ ian love preached by Sonia leads Raskolnikov into  a  sor t  o f spir i tual  wi lderness.  Ini t ial ly,  

he  always  tr ied to  just i fy his sin on one pretext  or  the o ther ,  but  la ter ,  when Sonia tel ls  him t he s teps to  

achieve salvation,  he i s  made to  be lieve that  a f ter  the cr ime,  the real  punishment is  no t  judicial  or  lega l 

one ;  ins tead  the  rea l  and  relentless se l f -punishment begins.  

Therefore ,  the  hear t fe l t  sorrow overpowered his  mind.  He fel t  tha t  he must  do  penance  for  his  s ins.  

Raskolnikov at tains  salvation af ter  a  psychological  s truggle which i s  d irect ly dependent  upon his ab il i ty 

to  suffer .  Highly impressed by the preachings o f Sonia,  Raskolnikov fina lly sur renders to  punishment.  

He sincere ly fee ls that  he should redeem his sin no t  only in the eyes o f law fo llo wing the judic ia l  

process,  but  also in the eyes  o f Almighty,  the God.  

In his much adored work,  Crime and Punishment ,  Dostoyevsky who himsel f exper ienced traumatic  

events  and  suffer ings  in  his  perso nal  l i fe  extensively dep icts  the ideas  o f cr ime,  gui l t  and  redemption  

portrayed through the charac ters Raskolnikov,  Sonya  and Svidr iga ilov.  

Conclusion:  

Various st rategies have  been employed by these authors to  manifes t  the experiences o f gui l t  and 

redempt ion.  The words included in the research s tudy focus  on the possib le causes o f  cr ime,  nature  o f  

gui l t ,  i .e . ,  in terna l  or  externa l ,  s truggle for  exis tence,  quest  fo r  redemption,  and the ways through which 

universal  o rder  can be res tored.  Interes t ingly,  Dostoyevsky himsel f l ived a very turbulent  and uneasy 
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l i fe ,  ful l  o f bi t ter  and horr ible  exper iences .  I t  appears tha t  he has mirrored his own biographica l  sketch 

through exce llent  portraya l  o f  the  charac ter  o f pr incipal  protagonis t ,  Raskolnikov in  his  t remendousl y  

phi losophical  masterpiece Crime and Punishment .  He has also dealt  wi th quite  exquis i tely and  

magnif icently var ious psychological  issues and  concepts l ike cr ime,  gui l t ,  redemption and punishment 

etc .  in thei r  di fferent  perspect ives and in the  context  o f t he then prevai l ing socio -economic,  soc io -

poli t ical  and cultura l  envi ronment and chal lenges through his characters.  
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