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Abstract 

 

As a result of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), universities are seeing a dramatic change from their 

former image as secluded bastions of knowledge. This abstract delves at the growing connection between 

universities and the SDGs, shedding light on the changing responsibilities and varied consequences of these 

institutions. The abstract highlights how the SDGs have the power to reshape universities into catalysts for good 

change, propelling progress in research, education, and community engagement towards a future that is more 

fair and sustainable. 
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1. Introduction 

Striving for a sustainable future for everyone has been an ongoing process, characterised by changing 

aspirations and objectives. This evolving process is mirrored in the emergence and evolution of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), which provide useful clues about how we can all work together to solve global 

problems. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were established in 2000 to provide a worldwide 

framework for addressing pressing problems such as poverty, food, and disease. International cooperation was 

galvanised and great progress was encouraged in numerous sectors by these eight goals, which had specific 

targets and deadlines. Thanks to the MDGs' achievements in generating interest in and funding for critical 

development issues, a more all-encompassing and lofty framework was able to be established. In 2015, the UN 

approved the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in response to the MDGs' shortcomings and new 

worldwide issues.1 With these 17 objectives, we hoped to build a better future that could support all people by 

addressing a broader variety of environmental, social, and economic issues. A major shift in development 

philosophy has occurred with the SDGs, which centre on: 

 Taking into account the interdependence of all global problems and the necessity of finding 

comprehensive answers. 

 It is universally applicable, meaning it does not discriminate based on a country's level of development. 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2019 JETIR April 2019, Volume 6, Issue 4                                                                    www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR1904W68 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org 487 
 

 Promoting cooperation among governments, corporations, civic society, and individuals is the goal of a 

multi-stakeholder strategy. 

 Putting an emphasis on monitoring and data to measure progress and inform decisions. 

2. Sustainable Development Goals and Higher Education Institutions 

 

Imagine our world as a giant puzzle, where each piece represents a crucial aspect of a thriving future. The 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are like the blueprint for completing that puzzle, ensuring a healthy 

planet and a prosperous, equitable life for everyone. 

 

There are 17 key pieces in this puzzle, tackling issues from poverty and hunger (Goal 1 & 2) to clean water and 

sanitation (Goal 6) and climate action (Goal 13). Each goal has specific targets to track progress, like halving 

world hunger by 2030. 

 

But it's not just about ticking boxes – it's about connecting the pieces. Recognizing that poverty can't be solved 

without education (Goal 4) or clean energy (Goal 7), the SDGs emphasize integration and a holistic approach. 

 

Put ourselves in the shoes of a puzzle piece, and picture our reality as a vital component to a prosperous future. 

A healthy world and a rich, fair existence for everyone can be achieved by following the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), which serve as a roadmap for doing just that. 

 

From ending extreme poverty and hunger (Goals 1 and 2) to ensuring access to safe drinking water and 

sanitation (Goal 6) and combating climate change (Goal 13), this 17-piece jigsaw covers it all. Goals like halving 

global hunger by 2030 have measurable benchmarks to monitor progress. 

 

However, the real challenge is in putting the parts together, not merely in checking off boxes. The SDGs 

highlight integration and a comprehensive strategy, acknowledging that education (Goal 4) and clean energy 

(Goal 7) are essential for eradicating poverty. 

 

Governments, corporations, individuals, and civil society all need to pitch in to make this happen. Every little 

bit helps with this worldwide jigsaw puzzle, whether it's cutting back on plastic use or patronising eco-friendly 

companies.2 

 
A university is more than just a building on a hill; it is a living, breathing engine of knowledge and creativity 

that can and should play a significant role in achieving the SDGs. Universities play an essential role in solving 

the complex problems we confront and building a better, more sustainable future for everyone because of their 

special place at the crossroads of research and teaching. 
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There are several ways in which universities help bring about the SDGs: 

 

Incorporating Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into engineering, literature, and other academic 

programmes will help shape the next generation into conscientious, engaged citizens who can solve the world's 

most pressing environmental and social problems. Aligning with SDG Goal, providing marginalised populations 

with access to quality education through outreach programmes and scholarship schemes. Creating cutting-edge 

pedagogical tools, such as gamified learning and VR simulations, to animate SDG ideas and encourage student 

engagement and active learning. 

 

Contributing to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through innovative research in fields such as 

renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, and climate change mitigation. Motivating academics, policymakers, 

and businesses to work together in order to implement solutions based on research that have an effect in the real 

world. Giving back to student-run businesses and research initiatives that are working to improve sustainable 

development through creative means. 

 

Collaborating with neighbourhood groups to solve issues of water management, trash reduction, and 

biodiversity preservation that have direct bearing on sustainability. Supporting local development projects by 

offering free technical advice and knowledge in line with Sustainable Development Goals. Public speaking, 

seminars, and social media initiatives to bring attention to the SDGs and encourage a feeling of global 

citizenship. 

 

While universities hold immense potential to drive the  SDGs , certain challenges need to be addressed : 

 Resource constraints : Lack of adequate funding and infrastructure can hinder research and community 

engagement efforts . 

 Bridging the gap between research and implementation : Ensuring research findings translate into 

practical solutions that reach those who need them the most . 

 Measuring impact : Developing robust systems to measure and track the contribution of universities to 

the SDGs . 

 

In spite of these obstacles, there are a lot of possibilities. Embracing their position as champions of the SDGs 

allows universities to do the following:  

 Be agents of positive change, both locally and globally. 

 Improve their standing in the market and recruit top-tier teachers and students. 

 Get students ready to work in the green economy of the future. 

 

The SDGs lay out a plan for a brighter future, and schools are in a prime position to make it a reality. The best 

way for universities to help create a more just and sustainable society is through creative teaching, teamwork in 

research, and involvement in the local community.3 
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3. Obstacles to the Sustainable development goals implementation in Higher education institutions 

 

Despite universities' great potential, there are many obstacles in their way from being advocates for the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In order for universities to be effective change agents in the fight for 

a sustainable future, it is essential to comprehend these obstacles and find ways to overcome them.4 Let's delve 

into some of the key obstacles: 

 

1. There is a mismatch between goals and actual progress towards the SDGs because not all students, 

teachers, and administrators understand their significance. Rigid departmental structures and 

disciplinary borders can hamper multidisciplinary collaboration, which is crucial for tackling complex 

SDG concerns. This can lead to fragmented organisations and siloed thinking. The inability to invest in 

research, infrastructure enhancements, and community involvement programmes connected to the SDGs 

is often a result of universities' tight budgetary restrictions. 

2. Inadequate funding and a lack of enabling government laws might scuttle sustainability efforts at 

universities. To overcome cultural and social resistance, which can be long and arduous, we must work 

to alter long-established patterns of consumption, waste, and ecological consciousness. The quest of 

short-term financial gains and market forces could eclipse sustainable methods. Stronger partnerships 

with ecologically aware businesses are required to further integrate academic research with real-world 

applications. Universities must address issues of inclusion and equity if the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) are to have a positive effect on all communities, especially marginalised ones that bear a 

disproportionate share of the burden of social and environmental disasters. 

 

Rather than implying failure, these obstacles draw attention to the necessity for deliberate action. To get around 

these problems, universities might use a variety of approaches: 

 

 To help the university community understand the SDGs and why they are important, it is recommended 

to engage stakeholders through leadership training, interactive seminars, and campaigns. 

 One way to break down silos and promote holistic approaches is to encourage cooperation across 

departments, create centres focused on the SDGs, and provide multidisciplinary courses. 

 One way to assist SDG efforts is to seek dedicated funding from various sources, such as governments, 

private donors, and international organisations. Another option is to look at innovative financing 

mechanisms, such as social impact bonds. 

 Fostering student-led research projects centred on SDG solutions and modifying curricula and teaching 

methods to incorporate sustainability themes can contribute to an engaging learning atmosphere. 
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In order to show the effect of the university's efforts and get more funding, it is important to have strong 

monitoring and evaluation systems. This includes setting clear metrics and routinely evaluating success, both 

statistically and qualitatively. 

 

University campuses can move from being passive institutions to becoming active agents of change if they 

recognise the challenges and endeavour to overcome them. Together, their expertise, research capabilities, and 

ability to engage with communities may be vital in accomplishing the SDGs and building a future that is 

sustainable and fair for everyone. 

 
 

4. How SDG’s will influence the higher education institutions 

 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have the potential to revolutionise academic institutions as much 

as they do the world at large. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are having an impact on every facet 

of higher education, from reshaping research objectives and curricula to redefining operational frameworks and 

encouraging community engagement. Let's dive into some of the key impacts: 

 

 Collaboration across fields: The SDGs call for multidisciplinary strategies. Education institutions are 

adjusting their course offerings to align with this reality, including sustainability concepts into various 

disciplines such as literature, economics, and engineering. 

 Research that matters: The SDGs put an emphasis on solutions that matter in the real world. Renewable 

energy solution development and climate-resilient infrastructure design are two examples of the specific 

SDG concerns that universities are increasingly focusing their research on. 

 Task forces formed by students: Students are taking action in response to the SDGs through goal-

oriented research, social entrepreneurship, and advocacy initiatives. 

 Reduced energy use, increased use of renewable energy, decreased garbage output, and advocacy for 

more ethical sourcing techniques are all examples of sustainable practices that colleges and universities 

are doing. 

 

Campuses are proving to be excellent test beds for innovative sustainability solutions, with green buildings, 

urban environments gardens, and smart transportation networks being just a few examples. 

In order to address local issues, universities are enhancing their partnerships with neighbourhood groups, NGOs, 

and businesses to develop and execute solutions inspired by the SDGs. 

The SDGs offer a new way of looking at how colleges should evaluate their performance. Factors including 

social impact, engagement with the community, and ecological footprint are beginning to gain traction alongside 

more traditional academic metrics.5 
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Challenges and Opportunities: 

Colleges and universities confront obstacles despite the enormous opportunities for good change. Universities 

with limited resources may struggle to meet the demands of SDG-related projects due to a lack of available 

funds, outdated infrastructure, and qualified staff. Some teachers and administrators may push back against 

changes to established curricula and methods of operation. It is challenging to measure universities' contribution 

to the SDGs because attributing particular outcomes to their work might be tricky. 

 

Universities that commit to the SDGs will be more competitive and attractive to talented individuals because 

they will be seen as having a positive impact on the world. Universities can better prepare their students for a 

complex and sustainable future by incorporating SDG targets into their curricula. When universities work 

together to find answers and promote policies that make the world a better, more sustainable place, they have 

the power to be agents of revolutionary change.6 

 

5. Conclusion 

 Universities may reimagine their place in society and make meaningful contributions to a brighter future by 

following the SDGs, which offer a compelling blueprint for doing so. Universities may use their capabilities to 

make a difference on a local, national, and international scale if they welcome difficulties with open arms and 

seize opportunities. The future of knowledge and innovation may be shaped by universities that prioritise 

sustainability, encourage interdisciplinary collaboration, and build strong collaborations. 
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