
© 2019 JETIR May 2019, Volume 6, Issue 5                                                                www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR1905Y31 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org 226 
 

Empowering Women in India: Swami 

Vivekananda's Vision 

Dr. Chirashree Mukherjee 

Assistant Professor 
Department of Sanskrit 

Ramananda College, Bishnupur 
Bankura University, Bankura 

West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

Swami Vivekananda's views on the position and education of women in India were rooted in his firm belief in the 

inherent potential and strength of women. He advocated for equal opportunities in education, recognizing education 

as a powerful tool for personal growth and societal advancement. Swami Vivekananda stressed the need for quality 

education for women, urging the establishment of schools and colleges exclusively for them. He believed that through 

education, women could develop their intellectual faculties, expand their horizons, and actively contribute to the 

progress of the nation. In this comprehensive article, we will delve into Swami Vivekananda's enlightened perspective 

on the position and education of women in India, exploring his advocacy for gender equality, education, and women's 

empowerment. 
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Introduction: 

In the prevailing social context of the 19th century, women in India faced numerous challenges and injustices. They 

were often relegated to subservient roles within the family and society, deprived of education, and denied 

opportunities for personal and intellectual growth. Swami Vivekananda, a prominent Indian spiritual leader and 

philosopher of the 19th century, played a pivotal role in shaping the socio-cultural landscape of India. Swami 

Vivekananda recognized the inherent potential and strength within women and sought to break down the barriers that 

held them back. Known for his progressive ideas and teachings, he made significant contributions to the views on 

women's position and education in India. Swami Vivekananda firmly believed that the progress of a nation is intricately 

linked to the empowerment and education of its women.  

The Importance of Women's Education: 

Swami Vivekananda firmly believed in the power of education to unlock the true potential of individuals and societies. 

He emphasized the need for equal opportunities in education for women, recognizing their inherent capabilities and 

the positive impact education could have on their lives. Swami Vivekananda called for the establishment of schools 

and colleges exclusively for women, ensuring that they receive education tailored to their needs and aspirations. He 

believed that educated women would not only uplift themselves but also contribute significantly to the progress of 

the nation. 

Challenging Social Injustices: 

Swami Vivekananda vehemently criticized the prevailing social injustices that oppressed women in Indian society. He 

condemned practices such as child marriage, which deprived young girls of their childhood and educational 

opportunities. Swami Vivekananda advocated for consent, mutual respect, and equal partnership within marriages. 

He believed that marriages should be based on love, respect, and shared values, rather than being arranged solely for 

economic or social considerations. Swami Vivekananda's teachings challenged the notion of women as mere property, 

emphasizing their autonomy and agency. 
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Empowering Women in Social and Political Spheres: 

Swami Vivekananda recognized the unique qualities and perspectives that women bring to society. He encouraged 

women to actively participate in social and political spheres, advocating for their rights and empowerment. Swami 

Vivekananda believed that women's active involvement in public life and leadership roles would contribute to social 

reforms and the overall progress of society. He envisioned a society where men and women work together as equal 

partners, utilizing their respective strengths for the betterment of the nation. 

Spirituality and Inner Strength: 

In addition to education and social empowerment, Swami Vivekananda emphasized the importance of spirituality in 

women's lives. He believed that spirituality was not limited by gender and that women had the same capacity to attain 

enlightenment as men. Swami Vivekananda encouraged women to engage in spiritual practices, meditation, and self-

realization, as these would provide them with inner strength, self-confidence, and a sense of purpose. He believed 

that spirituality could empower women to navigate life's challenges with grace and contribute positively to society.  

Conclusion: 

Swami Vivekananda's views on the position and education of women in India were revolutionary for his time and 

continue to inspire and guide us today. He firmly advocated for women's equal rights, education, and empowerment, 

challenging societal norms and oppressive practices. Swami Vivekananda recognized the immense potential and 

strength within women and called for their active participation in all spheres of life. His teachings serve as a guiding 

light in the ongoing struggle for gender equality and women's empowerment. Swami Vivekananda's vision of a society 

where men and women work together as equals remains a powerful inspiration for the pursuit of a more just and 

inclusive world. 
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