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Abstract 

Plan Colombia was a foreign and military aid package sent by the United States to Colombia. The plan was 

discussed in 1999 and came into effect in 2000 and phased out by 2015. The one-and-a-half-decade aid that 

the United States sent to Colombia, has not been able to create a long-term, desired impact of reducing coca 

production and fighting against guerilla forces. The Plan has not been able to produce any significant, 

tangible benefit for Colombians. On the contrary, it has hurt many Colombians, especially those living in 

rural areas, usually as farmers. This research paper will delve into the social, ecological, and economic 

impacts of Plan Colombia, on a micro and macro level. While it is difficult to obtain accurate details about 

the drug trade because a majority of it happens in extreme secrecy, this paper will try to acquire information 

from verified, credible sources. 

 

Before Plan Colombia 

 President Richard Nixon announced America’s “War on Drugs” in 1971 and declared drugs as the 

biggest threat to the United States. A decade later, one of the most prominent drugs in consumption during 

that time in the United States was cocaine and it was one the fastest growing drugs in terms of use (Jekel 2). 

In the late-1980s the use of the drug increased significantly on both the east and the west coasts of the United 

States. The Reagan administration was heavily criticized during the first year of its tenure for its inaction on 

the use of drugs (Lassiter 16). In response, the administration implemented one of the harshest policies for 

the countering of drugs, primarily crack cocaine. Even after an increase in domestic spending and policing, 

the cost of cocaine, the availability of cocaine, and the consumption of cocaine did not reduce. To counter 

the “cocaine epidemic” it became imperative, to move outside of the United States, to reduce the production 

of the coca plant, the main ingredient in the production of cocaine. 

 The production, in the late-1980s and early-1990s, of coca plants was concentrated in Bolivia and 

Peru, where the climatic conditions supported the cultivation of the plant. After the harvesting and initial 
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processing of the plant, the plants were transported to Colombia, through small airplanes, the route 

undertaken by the planes which was also known as the air bridge (Boswell 12). Some of the most powerful 

drug cartels, namely, the Medellin and Cali cartels, operated in Colombia. Both cartels managed almost all 

cocaine processing facilities in the nation. The duopoly also extended to the trafficking and disbursement of 

cocaine to markets in North America. Cocaine was transported through two major ways: i) Directly through 

small water vessels to North America, and ii) Indirectly through proxy bases in Central America. 

 However, there was a drastic change in the dynamics of the drug trade in Latin America changed - 

the Peruvian President, Alberto Fujimori agreed to a program to close the air-bridge that connected Peru and 

Bolivia to Colombia. An anti-narcotics program, called the Air Bridge Denial, was started by the Central 

Investigation Agency to shoot down any suspicious airplanes that were engaging in the activities of drug 

trafficking (CIA Report 6). Even after starting the Air Bridge Denial interdiction program and closing the air 

bridge that allowed the transportation of the initial coca plant the production of cocaine remained fairly 

stable. This observation was attributed to the fact that the demand for cocaine in North American markets, 

that the cartels primarily served, had not reduced.  

 Consequently, drug cartels were willing to pay similar prices for coca plants. Some farmers shifted 

north, from Peru and Bolivia to Colombia. The remaining deficit of coca plants was cultivated by Colombian 

farmers who transitioned to farming cocaine instead of legal crops. In essence, the cultivation of coca shifted 

from southern Andean nations to northern Andean nations, which allowed for the diversification of drug 

cultivation (Friesendorf 36). The business in dealing with drugs, like cocaine, is very lucrative which serves 

as an incentive for people to be involved in the business. The shifting of drug cultivation to Colombia was 

the first instance of the drug business shifting its locations as a result of government regulation.  

 The Medellin and Cali cartels were able to control all aspects of the drug trade - from the coca 

plantations to the sale of cocaine in the North American markets - they controlled everything from plant to 

powder (Nagy 18). The cartels, at their peak, made profits that were approximately 31 percent of the entire 

GDP of Columbia (Ibid 15). They had enough power to influence the politics of the nation and hire members 

for their cartels. The power of people like Pablo Escobar, the leader of the Medellin cartel, was illustrated by 

the fact that he was able to order the killings of journalists, court judges, and even three presidential 

candidates. High-ranking members of the Medellin and Cali cartels had a great influence on people residing 
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in areas where coca was cultivated. The power that cartels possessed came to threaten the control of the 

elected government and the sovereignty of the nation as a whole.  

 An internal fight was waged against members of drug cartels in Columbia. Pablo Escobar was killed 

in late 1993 in a middle-class neighborhood and two years later in June of 1995, Gilberto Rodriguez and his 

brother Miguel, leaders of the Cali cartel were also arrested by the Colombian authorities. In the first half of 

the 1990s, the Colombian authorities were able to dismantle the drug trafficking duopoly that existed and the 

government was able to regain control. Yet, the dismantling of the cartels did not reduce the coca production. 

The sustained increase in coca output can be credited to two main factors: i) firstly, while high-ranking 

members of the drug cartels were arrested, incarcerated, or killed many of the low and mid-ranking members 

of the drug cartels were still out in the open. These low and mid-ranking members created smaller, less-

powerful drug trafficking groups that would smuggle drugs into the North American markets. ii) Secondly, 

farmers continued producing coca, and many more farmers started producing coca as a secondary crop.  

 By the end of the 1990s, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) - a revolutionary 

guerilla group - was able to fill the power vacuum left by the dismantling of drug cartels. The group turned 

to drug trafficking to finance its activities such as buying weapons and waging attacks. The security in 

Colombia was once again deteriorating as homicide rates started increasing and almost equalling the rates 

seen earlier in the decade. It became imperative for the government of Columbia to take swift action to ensure 

the restoration of peace and security and tackle the issue of rising coca production. In the United States, the 

teenage use of drugs was significantly increasing after almost a decade of steady decline. It became 

imperative for the Clinton administration to act on the steps of his predecessors because of mounting 

domestic pressure (Walter). As a result, in 1999, the presidents of Colombia and the United States unveiled 

Plan Colombia to combat the issues of rising cocaine production and declining security in Colombia. 

 

The Aims of Plan Colombia 

 Plan Colombia was initially envisioned as Plan for Colombia’s Peace as a scheme to finance social 

development, reduce coca cultivation, fortify the economy, and fight against guerilla forces. The plan’s total 

cost was estimated at around $7.5 billion and the Pastrana administration agreed to pay 65% of the total cost 

of the plan and Pastarana requested European and North American nations to finance the rest. More than half 

of the funding earmarked for the plan was meant for social and institutional growth (WOLA). To finance the 
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Plan it became increasingly important for Colombian President Andrés Pastrana to acquire funding from the 

United States.  

 A second document - detailing the updates to Plan Colombia was published by the administration by 

the end of 1999. The updated Plan was aimed at a more military-focused approach. The document was 

published in English rather than Spanish, the national language of Colombia. While this was criticized by 

Colombian citizens, it was a requisite move by the Pastrana administration to gain American support and 

funding. The Clinton administration agreed to support Plan Colombia by increasing the total foreign aid to 

approximately $1.3 billion, of which $860 million was meant specifically for Plan Colombia (USAID). The 

proportion of expenditure on the military plan of the Plan was disproportionately greater than the social 

component of the plan. Around 78 percent of the aid was reserved specifically for the military component. 

There was a stark difference between the plan that Pastrana initially proposed and the plan that was 

implemented, with the latter being heavily focused on military intervention to achieve its aims. From 2000 

through 2008, the United States military aid package to Colombian military and paramilitary forces was 

around $500 million annually. An additional five hundred military personnel were sent to train Colombian 

authorities and three hundred military personnel to assist with the eradication of coca crops. During the same 

period the Colombian government provided around $712 million in annual funding. The total cost of Plan 

Colombia therefore stood at around 1 percent of Colombia’s GDP between 2000 and 2008 (Mejia 20). 

 Plan Colombia had two aims: i) to reduce the amount of coca cultivation area by half in six years and 

ii) to regain control of areas that were under the direct control of leftist guerrilla forces, mainly FARC. Both 

plans were intended to reduce the purity of cocaine, increase the price of cocaine, and lead to an overall 

decrease in the flow of cocaine to the United States (Kirkpatrick 9). These aims were not statistically fulfilled. 

However, Plan Colombia had adverse impacts on Colombian citizens and impeded the social development 

of the nation. 

 

The Implementation of Plan Colombia 

 Two tactics were employed as a part of Plan Colombia to reduce cocaine production and cocaine 

exports to the United States - eradication and interdiction. The eradication of coca crops was meant to 

decrease the supply of crops and simultaneously increase the cost of cultivating the crop while interdiction 

tactics were aimed at seizing cocaine and other drugs before they entered the United States through land or 
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sea (Kirkpatrick 20). To regain control of the land that was under the control of guerrilla forces, the 

Colombian military authorities trained by US military officials would attack forces in those regions to 

diminish their control. 

 The eradication of coca crops was carried out aerially and manually. From 2001, aerial eradication 

of coca plants was significantly ramped up (Pineda 73). With the help of better, newer and updated military 

airplanes and training received from American authorities, aerial fumigation was an easier and more viable 

option. The fumigation of crops was significantly increased from around five thousand hectares in 1994 to 

over one hundred thousand hectares in 2002. Military airplanes would spray multiple gallons of liquified 

glyphosate, commercially known as Round Up, during each round of fumigation over plantations suspected 

to be cultivating coca. This method of eradication was later discontinued in 2016 after concerns of the 

destruction of legal crops and potential cancer-causing capabilities. 

 The other method of coca crop eradication was the manual eradication of the plant, which is still 

being continued. Similar to aerial eradication, the manual removal of coca is also carried out by the military. 

Unlike aerial eradication, the process of eradication was not carried out by spraying herbicides but rather by 

uprooting the entire plantation where the coca plants are being grown and by burning harvested plants that 

are in the initial stage of treatment. Farmers do not get any sort of monetary compensation or technical 

assistance from Colombian authorities to regain their lost livelihoods that depended on the plantations. 

 Interdiction efforts by the United States are much greater in comparison to Colombian efforts - 

qualitatively, quantitatively, and geographically. The United States has been carrying out interdiction 

activities on its borders, since the start of the War on Drugs in the 1970s. The American Border Patrol has 

been intercepting and interdicting cocaine and other related drugs and ensuring that they do not enter 

American territory. Yet, even as the kilos of drugs seized increases, it does not necessarily correlate to smaller 

amounts of the drugs for consumers (Kirkpatrick 5). Even the Drug Enforcement Agency has commented 

that bigger drug seizures indicate towards greater production not lessened availability for users. American 

anti-narcotics officials also spend a large portion of their total spending, almost 20 percent on interdicting 

drugs at transit points in stops in Central America and Latin America (Magliocca 7785). Colombian 

interdiction efforts, on the other hand, take place internally, with emphasis on activities such as port 

surveillance and monitoring transport routes in areas with greater rates of coca production and processing.  
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 Colombian military and paramilitary forces were tasked with fighting against the leftist FARC 

fighters. The military and paramilitary forces would execute attacks against guerrilla forces. Military officials 

also had the additional prerogative of interrogating individuals from whom they could get critical information 

necessary for fighting against FARC fighters or arresting drug traffickers (LeoGrande 5). Usually, the 

military would “kidnap” civilians for investigation, and would later release them.  

 The most efficient method of fighting against the guerilla forces and their influence was arguably 

negotiations that the government conducted with leaders of FARC. There is still debate on whether 

government negotiations are considered a part of Plan Colombia. However, this paper will consider 

government negotiations to be a part of Plan Colombia as an effort to reduce the influence of guerrilla forces. 

The Colombian government had peace talks with FARC leaders before Plan Colombia was initiated but 

negotiations fell apart very soon. But both parties resumed negotiations in 2012 and signed a Peace Deal 

agreement in mid-2016 which led to the dismantling of FARC. 

 

The Effects of Plan Colombia 

When studying the impacts of Plan Colombia it is imperative to analyze the impacts in the United 

States and Colombia. The impacts that the American government had wished for when agreeing to Plan 

Colombia were not reached. In the United States, the number of people using cocaine remained fairly stable, 

with an uptick starting in 2013 - when the funding for Plan Colombia was being phased out (Miroff). The 

price of cocaine in the United States has also remained consistent, which suggests that the real price of 

cocaine had fallen when taking inflation into account. This is a suggestion of the fact that the supply of 

cocaine might have increased even while funding coca eradication and interdiction efforts in Colombia. 

Moreover, the purity of cocaine had increased which could lead to more deaths among users of the drug 

(Ketchell). In the United States, the situation, in terms of cocaine, has remained the same and some could 

argue has worsened in certain aspects. Colombia, conversely, was able to reduce coca cultivation and 

negotiate with guerrilla fighters. However, secondary impacts to the Colombian populace have been far from 

positive. The effects of Plan Colombia on Colombia and its residents can be bifurcated into three broad parts 

- ecological, social, and economic. 
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Ecological Impacts 

 A majority of the harm done to the Colombian ecology was due to the aerial fumigation of coca 

plantations. Glyphosate, the chemical used for aerial fumigation, can damage plants, even non-coca crops. 

Glyphosate is a chemical that is meant to be applied by hand and not sprayed aerially. When glyphosate was 

sprayed aerially, a lot of rudimentary factors affected where the chemical would land, such as wind and the 

speed of the aircraft. Therefore, while glyphosate was effective in removing coca crops, it would also very 

regularly fall on legal crops adjacent to the coca crops and destroy legal crops as well (Ruiz 11). 

Consequently, areas that received the greatest amount of aerial fumigation also had some of the least 

production of legal crops per hectare and overall skewed the agricultural potential of the region.  

Many times, the glyphosate would be unintentionally sprayed on plants, water bodies, and animals. 

This has led to the flora and fauna of the region being destroyed and some domesticated animals developing 

cancer. There has not been any study into the loss of biodiversity in the region. Many locals claim that while 

the effects of aerial fumigation have not led to extreme biodiversity loss, it has certainly not let the region’s 

biodiversity grow in an organic manner. 

Moreover, a large portion of the Amazon forest was and still is cleared annually to cultivate coca. 

Coca is a product that has an inelastic demand and an elastic supply, as a result, the farmers that cultivate 

coca move to a different region to cultivate the crop because of its profitability. Many farmers annually cut 

down many Amazonian trees in order to cultivate fertile land. Glyphosate is a chemical that not only destroys 

crops but makes the land infertile. Many farmers whose lands were sprayed with glyphosate chose to move 

and cultivate crops on fertile Amazonian land. Farmers growing legal crops would also clear forest land if 

their crops were destroyed by glyphosate. On average, for each hectare of land on which glyphosate was 

sprayed, four hectares of forest land, usually in the Amazon rainforest would be cleared (Pineda 74). The 

clearing of the Amazon rainforest has significantly increased the process of global warming. Global warming 

has affected equatorial nations like Colombia disproportionately (Etter 1413). As a result of global warming, 

the climatic conditions in Colombia do not support the cultivation of many legal crops like coffee which is 

one of its biggest exports (Iscaro 38).  
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Social Impacts  

 The social impacts to Colombia’s populace as a result of Plan Colombia are much direr than the 

ecological impacts. The process of reversing the impacts is extremely difficult and time-consuming and in 

some cases, completely impossible. Many innocent people have been killed or had to move from their native 

regions as a result of Plan Colombia. The health of some people deteriorated and while many more have 

faced human rights abuses at the hands of military, paramilitary, or guerilla forces.  

 Soon after the start of Plan Colombia, thousands of people have had to move from the places where 

they have lived from their childhood. In some regions of Colombia, over 40 percent of all displacement was 

caused due to Plan Colombia (Ruiz 12). Many people moved from one region to another for better 

agricultural conditions. Regions such as Narino, that had large coca production usually saw relatively more 

aerial fumigation. Farmers from these regions, regardless of whether or not they cultivated coca, were more 

likely to move to a different region(Correa 60). Regular aerial fumigation meant that the agricultural land 

degraded and was unfit for cultivation. Some chose to move further south towards the Amazon rainforest 

where they would get more for cultivation. Many farmers also chose to move to different regions to continue 

growing coca after their crops were manually eradicated. As a result, coca cultivation became more diffused 

over time.  

 In 2015, the WHO classified a possible carcinogen in humans and the Colombian government 

prohibited the use of glyphosate and ended the aerial fumigation of coca crops the following year. 

Glyphosate, if exposed to the eye, is known to cause irritation and in some cases also lead to skin infections, 

severe burns, respiratory infections, digestive infections, and in extreme cases lead to death (Talbot 5). While 

a study has not been conducted about the correlation between cancer and the use of glyphosate, it is possible 

many farmers whose plantations were sprayed with glyphosate may have had mild health issues. 

 The biggest social issue with Plan Colombia, however, were human rights abuses. Human rights 

abuses were very prevalent in Columbia even before the initiation of Plan Colombia and the violation of 

human rights has only increased after Plan Colombia came into effect (Franz 5). Human rights violations are 

majorly carried out by the three armed groups: the military forces, the paramilitary forces, and the guerilla 

fighters. Many civilian disappearances were caused by the military, to gain more insight and increase the 

efficacy of their attacks on guerilla fighters. However, in military custody, the civilians were usually kept 

under extremely diabolical conditions and the military did not ensure the protection of civilians after they 
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were released from their custody. Consequently, civilians would be attacked by guerilla fighters after being 

in military custody sometimes leading to murder or rape (Kirkpatrick 15). While paramilitary members got 

their weapons from the military, their measures in fighting against guerilla fighters were much more extreme. 

Most of the extra funding that paramilitary forces got for fighting against guerrilla forces came from drug 

trafficking itself (Peceny 98). Many paramilitary and guerilla groups usually demanded farmers to turn their 

farms into coca plantations to grow coca for funding, on other instances, the groups demanded a part of 

farmers’ harvest or their profits. Villages were usually categorized as either in support of the paramilitary 

forces or guerilla fighters. Depending on the affiliations given to them, residents of the village could be 

subject to hostilities from the rival faction, usually leading to large massacres or mass injuries as a result 

(Ibid 102).  

 Many innocent civilians also died as a result of Plan Colombia. Many civilians who are not 

proponents of any group were given pseudo-affiliations by paramilitary or guerilla forces. Many innocent 

residents used to get caught in the crossfire between paramilitary or military forces and guerilla fighters 

(Dion 407). In fact, Plan Colombia can be categorized as a very violent aid package because since funding 

for Plan Colombia was phased out, the homicide rate in the nation has decreased.  

  

Economic Impacts 

 Plan Colombia has hindered the development of Colombia and it has disproportionately hurt rural 

residents. Many coca farmers lost entire months of harvests if their crops were eradicated by military 

officials. Since these farmers did not receive compensation from the government they had to grow crops that 

could sustain them and their families (Feblab-Brown 108). Legal crops are not always able to generate a 

market, and when they do, consumers are usually willing to pay much less. Many farmers had no other option 

but to go back to farming coca to sustain their livelihood. Farmers that lived in areas with frequent glyphosate 

spraying would also lose their domesticated animals and crops (Gress 123). Therefore, even farmers that 

grew legal crops would have to resort to growing coca if their plantations were sprayed with glyphosate 

because it is a crop that can be harvested up to four times annually and it can be sold at relatively higher 

prices.  

 Moreover, many people were unable to contribute to the economy effectively. When entire farms 

were controlled by either guerilla or paramilitary forces, farmers could not decide where or how their produce 
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would be sold. Instead, the entire process from cultivation to the sale of the crops was dictated by members 

of the group that controlled the farm. As a result, farmers had no authority over their crops and were therefore 

unable to decide their contribution to the economy. But many farmers also could not contribute to the 

economy because of the lack of roads and infrastructure to connect different regions in the nation. The 

Colombian government used large portions of its annual budget to fund military and paramilitary forces. The 

government could have used those funds to improve the transportation connection in rural areas. The 

substandard roads increase the difficulty for farmers to sell their crops in desired markets (Kirkpatrick 14). 

Unlike legal crops, the demand for coca was wide-ranging and always present. Consequently, many farmers 

turned to coca for profitability. 

 Oil is a major export of Colombia and a generally valuable commodity. However, it became the main 

target of guerilla fighters when they retaliated against attacks from the military or the paramilitary. Members 

of guerilla groups like FARC usually targeted key oil pipelines or vulnerable parts of the oil supply chain. A 

direct correlation can be made between the funding given for Plan Colombia and the oil pipeline attacks in 

Colombia (Menzibal). These actions have hurt the Colombian economy at large and have had the potential 

of causing ripple effects in the global oil market because of its interconnectedness (Yousuf 3). 

 

Colombia after Plan Colombia 

Following the end of Plan Colombia which is usually marked by the peace deal being brokered by 

the Colombian government and FARC a lot of advancements, in the terms of safety and coca production, 

have been reversed. The hectarage of land for coca production has increased. This came after the government 

announced subsidies for farmers who voluntarily start producing a legal crop in place of coca. And while 

there was a brief period of peace and security in the country, newer militia groups have filled the vacuum 

left behind by the FARC. Therefore, it can be concluded that even after billions of dollars in funding, long-

term change was not sustained in Colombia. 

 In 2016, soon after signing the peace deal with FARC, the Colombian government introduced the 

Comprehensive National Program for the Substitution of Crops. The program was a subsidy program where 

each farmer would be able to get payments of up to $10,000 if they voluntarily removed their coca crops and 

replaced them with a legal crop. The only fault with the program was that it was announced before its 

implementation (Miron). As a result, many farmers that grew legal crops started growing coca as a secondary 
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crop to qualify for the subsidy payments. However, since only about 8 percent of all farmlands were able to 

receive the payments, many farmers did not remove their coca plants, thereby creating almost an increased 

supply of coca (Ibid). Another reason for the coca production boom in Colombia is associated with climate 

change. Many legal crops such as coffee and yucca can grow in only a specific range of climatic conditions. 

With the advent of global warming, the conditions have been unsuitable for the production of such crops.  

On the other hand, coca is a crop that can grow in very hostile conditions as well (Kirkpatrick 15). This 

served as an incentive for many farmers to start cultivating coca in place of other legal crops. 

 To add to that, many violent leftist guerrilla groups like the ELN have emerged in Colombia. The 

ELN is the largest of these groups and many of its activities resemble those of FARC’s. In the peace deal, 

FARC leaders agreed to surrender all their weapons in return for immunity from prosecution (Turkewitz). 

Many FARC guerillas surrendered their weapons many did not. Since the operations of FARC are very 

remote and the communication with many lower-ranking fighters is non-existent, it became difficult for 

FARC leaders to facilitate the surrender of all weapons. Moreover, it was very difficult for ex-FARC fighters 

to return to civilian life because they did not possess skills with which they could get employed or start work 

of their own. Consequently, many FARC fighters have had to join guerilla groups like the ELN. Succinctly 

put, even though some FARC members have returned to civilian life most ex-FARC fighters have simply 

regrouped and joined other guerilla forces (Murphy). Groups like the ELN have also taken control over 

FARC weapons that weren’t surrendered to the Colombian government and now believed to have control 

over the Colombian drug trafficking activities.   

 

Conclusion 

Plan Colombia can be labeled as a miscalculated failure. Billions of dollars were pumped by the 

United States and Colombia. Yet as soon as funding for the project decreased all progress made under the 

program started reversing at an exponential rate. This could be attributed to the fact that the aspects of the 

plan were either too extreme or weren’t effectively implemented.  

For long-term change to prevail in Colombia, it is important for structural changes to be made in the 

nation’s political system. Currently, the political system in Colombia is still frail; such that leftist guerrilla 

groups can question the authority and power of the government. The political system in Colombia cannot be 

strengthened by force because revolutionary guerilla forces would retaliate with more extreme measures. 
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Continued fighting between the two groups in the worst-case scenario, would lead to a civil war where the 

authority of the political system would be further weakened. The political system needs to be strengthened 

by including members of guerilla groups. The inclusion of guerrilla leaders would lead to more dialogue 

between the government and the guerrilla groups. This would help reduce belligerence and the risk of attacks 

would be mitigated. 

Overall, the production of coca is unlikely to reduce. Cocaine is a commodity with inelastic demand 

and it is imperative to implement demand-side policies such as rehabilitation centers to reduce the demand 

for cocaine. The reduction of coca cultivation is going to be a slow process because it is a crop that can offer 

people the financial support they need. Plan Colombia has left many people in very serious conditions and 

hurt the Colombian populace, economy, and ecology. With that in mind, the Colombian government should 

first introduce policies that will help ameliorate the lives of innocent Colombians who have suffered from 

the secondary impacts of Plan Colombia.  

 

Appendix 

  

The amount of American funding, in millions of US dollars, to Colombia annually between 1996 and 2006 including 

non-Plan Colombia funding. Reference image from Wikipedia. 

 

The number of homicide cases in Colombia per 100,000 residents between 1990 and 2018. Reference image from 

Research Gate. 
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The number of attacks on Colombian infrastructure between 2007 and 2018. Reference image from Science Direct. 

 

 

The tonnage of cocaine produced by different countries worldwide between 1990 and 2007. Reference image from 

Research Gate. 
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The number of hectares of cocaine farmed in Colombia between 2001 and 2006. Reference image from Research Gate. 

 

 

The price of cocaine, in US dollars, in the United States between 1994 and 2006. Reference image from Bloomberg. 
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The purity of cocaine and its correlation with the number of cocaine-related deaths. Reference image from The 

Conversation. 
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