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PUNJAB IN THE HANDS OF AAM AADMI 

PARTY 
 

ABSTRACT 

The Aam Aadmi Party is created history to won 92 of the total 117 seats in the state. there we will find the reasons, 

what made the Aam Aadmi Party clinch a massive victory in Punjab and how it left the two parties which have been 

ruling the state for the past 70 years far behind?  What are they doing the progress of Punjab and how much their 

full filled the promises during elections in the first budget. 

Key Words:-  Created, History, Victory, Budget, Punjab, Progress. 

Introduction  

The historic win of the Aam Aadmi Party has grabbed the attention of an ordinary man to political strategists. The 

tremendous victory of Aam Aadmi Party in the recent elections has signaled that it will emerge as the best 

alternative to BJP. When Aam Aadmi Party on 10 March 2022, clinched massive victory and expanded its root 

from Delhi to Chandigarh, making sure Bhagwant Mann would form the government in the state. The Aam Aadmi 

Party wave on the ground was so strong that it led to five-time Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal losing his 

bastion Lambi and incumbent CM Charanjit Singh Channi losing his both seats Chamkaur Sahib and Bhadaur. The 

magic of the Aam Aadmi Party also led Congress rebel Captain Amarinder Singh to lose from Patiala. 

Many factors helped the Aam Aadmi Party to win in the Punjab elections. The unpopular farm laws of BJP that 

defamed the BJP in the state are factors that helped Aam Aadmi gain power in Punjab. Moreover, the fame of 

Arvind Kejriwal and the progress he made in Delhi have also made the people of Punjab believe him and his 

candidates.  Now it is necessary for the Aam Aadmi Party the 'Nawaan Ate Sunhere Punjab' (New and Golden 

Punjab) Mission 2022 of the Aam Aadmi Party should not remain a slogan but become a reality for people who 

have voted for them. Because it’s the first time in history, a government will be formed that is neither affiliated with 

the Congress nor the Akali Dal.  Punjab has seen a dramatic shift in favor of the Aam Aadmi Party. The people of 

Punjab have taken Bhagwant Mann, better known as a comic, seriously.  

When Aam Aadmi Party was declared of Bhagwant Mann as the Chief Minister candidate, the party was able to 

shed the outsider label that had been attached to it by the opposition. Bhagwant Mann, a famous comedian who has 

won the hearts of many Punjabis with his socio-political satire, is indeed a typical politician with a squeaky-clean, 

son-of-the-land persona. After this grand victory, the responsibility of the Aam Aadmi Party has doubled, and many 

challenges are in front of Kejriwal and Bhagwant Singh Mann to ensure good governance in Punjab and relieve the 

people of the state from both psychological and financial stress. 

 

Why did people of Punjab attract in Aam Aadmi Party  

1. The Kejriwal model: The Aam Aadmi Party’s Delhi model of governance which focuses on health and education, 

better civic infrastructure, services for the poor, and power and water at cheap rates — is certainly believed to be 

the prime reason of the party’s victory in Punjab. As an agrarian state, Punjab which has been struggling with 

unemployment, stagnant industrial sector, and a growing divide between rural and urban areas, hopes this time that 

the Kejriwal-led party will usher in a much-needed change in the state. 

 

2. Congress infighting: Another factor could be the Congress infighting. In the run-up to the election this year, 

Congress continued to witness conflict within the party in Punjab. The first conflict started between former chief 

minister Amarinder Singh and Punjab Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu and that caused irreparable adamage to 

the party’s image in the state. Soon after Amarinder Singh stepped down, the party brought in Charanjit Singh 

Channi as the new chief minister. However, a few days later, fresh conflict appeared between Channi and Sidhu 

over the CM face for the state. This is believed to have damaged the face of the party further. Moreover, the Channi 

factor also did not work well to repair the broken image of the party ahead of the election. 
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3. Farm agitation: The farm agitation that continued for more than a year finally forced the Central government to 

repeal the three contentious farm laws and the protest prepared the ground for the Aam Aadmi Party to support the 

protesters and gain faith of voters in Punjab. During the protest, Joginder Singh Ugrahan, president of BKU 

(Ugrahan), the largest union of the state, said why they couldn’t see beyond lanes and drains even 70 years after 

independence. And Aam Aadmi Party appeared to have an answer to these questions of the farmers. 

4. Uproar for change: In Punjab, politics has always revolved around Congress and the SAD. As the feeling of 

discontent grew on the ground, people believed the leaders did not bring in any change to the state. The Congress 

and the Akalis were accused of being hand-in-glove and the Amarinder Singh government did little on corruption 

charges against the Badals and the drug lords in the state. This time, people across Punjab, Malwa region in 

particular, wanted a change in the state. Voters believed that have seen two big parties ruling the state for 70 years, 

but they haven’t delivered results. So, they felt it is time to give a chance to another party. 

5. Support from youth and women: In Punjab, the Aam Aadmi Party got massive support from the youth and women 

voters who wanted to give ‘aam aadmi’ party a chance to bring in new changes in the state. Apart from this, during 

the election campaign time, Kejriwal made it a point to reach out to women of the state. Kejriwal promised that Rs 

1000 would be transferred to the bank accounts of women above the age of 18 in the state if the party came to 

power. This promise attracted him to this section of society even though many admitted that such populist promises 

are usually made to be broken. However, the fact that he wooed women as separate voters and not just as an 

extension of their fathers or husbands and this struck a chord in the highly patriarchal state.  

in this way, we said that the aap formed their ful majority government in punjab. and from the beginning that took 

strong decisions like 

Bhagwant Mann followed "zero tolerate policy" on corruption 

Bhagwant Mann sacks Health Minister, gets him arrested. The people of Punjab craving for change are another 

factor that helped the Aam Aadmi Party to emerge as the single largest party in the state. 

Punjab Health Minister Vijay Singla was sacked from the state Cabinet over graft charges, and was arrested shortly 

afterwards, with Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann asserting his government has zero-tolerance to corruption. The 

chief minister himself announced Singla's removal from the Cabinet which was sworn-in just two months ago after 

the Aam Aadmi Party stormed to power, riding on the agenda of corruption-free governance, and other poll 

promises. As he announced Sinhla's sacking, Mann also said he also directed the police to register a case against the 

minister. Soon afterwards, the 52-year-old Singla was arrested by the Punjab Police, sources said. 

  

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann said former MLAs will now get pension for only one term, doing away with 

the practice of drawing the benefit for each term served by them. 

An MLA gets a pension of around ₹ 75,000 per month for one term. Thereafter, an additional 66 per cent of the 

pension amount is given for each subsequent term. 

More than 250 former MLAs are are getting pension at present. 

"Ex-MLAs in Punjab, even if they have won twice, five times or ten times, they will now get pension for one term 

only," said Mr Mann in a video message while adding that several MPs are also getting pension for remaining 

MLAs earlier. 

The Chief Minister said money saved from it will be spent on the welfare of people. 

"Our political leaders, including MLAs, seek votes from you with folded hands by saying that give us a chance to 

serve you," Mr Mann said in his address. 

"But you will be surprised to know that several MLAs who won thrice, four times or five times and then after losing 

the elections or after not getting tickets for contesting the polls, get lakhs of rupees in pension per month," he said. 

"Somebody gets ₹ 3.50 lakh and somebody gets ₹ 4.50 lakh and somebody gets ₹ 5.25 lakh as pension. It puts a 

financial burden of crores of rupees on the exchequer," Mann said. 

A reduction will also be made in their family pensions as well, Mr Mann stated. 

He said he has given necessary directions to officials in this regard. 

The CM later in a tweet said, "Today, we have taken another big decision. The pension formula for Punjab's MLAs 

will be changed. MLAs will now be eligible for only one pension. Thousands of crores of rupees which were being 

spent on MLA pensions will now be used to benefit the people of Punjab." A few days ago, SAD patriarch Parkash 

Singh Badal, who is 11-time legislator, had said he will not accept pension as an ex-MLA. 

The nonagenarian had asked the Punjab government and the Vidhan Sabha speaker to divert his pension to some 

social work, "preferably to help some needy girl students in their education". 

Had Mr Badal decided not to forego the pension, he would have received more than ₹ 5 lakh per month as pension. 

Congress MLA Sukhpal Singh Khaira welcomed the state government's decision. "I welcome the decision of one 

pension to ex-MLAs taken by @BhagwantMann particularly in view of the colossal debt of ₹ 3 Lac Cr on which 

we're paying an annual interest of ₹ 30 K. One pension is justified as lots of MLAs have virtually contributed their 

lifetime in politics," said Mr Khaira in a tweet. 
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Congress MLA and former minister Pargat Singh too hailed the move. 

"I welcome the 'one MLA, one pension' decision of @BhagwantMann Govt. This will reduce the burden on 

Punjab's finances. As the main opposition, we will continue to play a constructive and responsible role. Punjab 

comes first to us," said the Jalandhar Cantt MLA. 

Former Congress MLA Kuldip Vaid accused Aam Aadmi Party of presenting wrong facts. " Aam Aadmi Party has 

wrongly propagated that if one becomes MLA for five times then he will get five pensions. It is wrong. Only an 

increment is given. Therefore, I do not agree with Bhagwant Mann's decision of stopping the increment. Yes, 

percentage can be reduced," said the former MLA from Gill seat in Ludhiana. 

"How an MLA who does not have any business or resources will run his house," he asked. 

Shiromani Akali Dal leader and former minister Daljit Singh Cheema also welcomed the decision of the Aam 

Aadmi Party government. 

Aam Aadmi Party's First Budget in Punjab 

Finance Minister Harpal Cheema begins presenting the budget. Punjab Budget to be paperless. All documents are 

being uploaded on a mobile application, called Punjab Budget. The Aam Aadmi party's first Budget prepared by the 

people, who had by given their suggestions. The finance minister said that the Janata budget (people's budget) has 

been prepared after receiving 20,384 suggestions on the government portal and through e-mails. Delhi Deputy 

Chief Minister Manish Sisodia was among those present in the visitor's gallery of the Punjab Vidhan Sabha. 

In the beginning of his speech, Harpal Singh Cheema said their government several measures are being undertaken 

to bring fiscal prudence and efficiency in the management of finances. 

Budget lays provisions of introducing Fiscal Risk Management. The total budget size is Rs 1,55,860 crore, an 

increase in Budget size by 14.2 per cent. Harpal Singh Cheema did not announce any new tax in the budget for 

2022-23 and chose to rely on an expected jump in revenue receipts and buoyancy in GST collections by plugging 

loopholes for funding the proposed expenditure in the budget. 

Presenting the Aam Aadmi Party government's first budget, Punjab Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema on 27 

July 2022 announced providing 300 units of free electricity to households from July 1, setting up of 117 Mohalla 

Clinics and upgrading 100 schools as 'schools of eminence' in the state among other proposals. 

The students of poor families, especially of general category studying in government colleges, the Aam Aadmi 

Party government has decided to provide scholarship as concession in the fee, based on the marks obtained by the 

student. I propose an allocation of ₹30 crore for this purpose. 

The Bhagwant Mann-led government also announced setting up cyber-crime control units in all districts of the state 

while keeping its focus on health, education, and agriculture and police modernization. 

To augment additional resource generation, Harpal Singh Cheema proposed to establish a Tax Intelligence Unit 

which will equip the finance department to improve tax compliances under GST through taxpayer facilitation and 

communication. 

Harpal Singh Cheema also announced that the government will set up 16 new medical colleges over five years, 

taking the total number of colleges in the state to 25. The government will establish 117 "Mohalla Clinics", for 

which Rs 77 crore has been earmark. 

The government has taken a breakthrough decision by approving fresh recruitment of 26,454 people and 

regularization of 36,000 contractual employees, the minister said. 

To strengthen the police force and equip them with latest gadgets, technology and tools to tackle crime, maintain 

law and order, an allocation of Rs 108 crore is proposed during the FY 2022-23, he said. 

Further, cyber-crime control rooms shall be set up in all districts with an outlay of Rs 30 crore, said Harpal Singh 

Cheema. Police have to develop new strategies to deal with crime and criminals. It is important that Punjab police 

personnel learn about new strategies, said Harpal Singh Cheema. 

"We accord top priority to the safety and security of our men and women. During our tenure, the entire state would 

be covered with CCTV network to check the crime and tap criminals," said Harpal Singh Cheema. 

On the stubble burning issue the aam aadmi party said the the government also various possibilities and solutions 

will be explored and for this Rs 200 crore has been earmarked in the budget. 

Noting that the agriculture sector is at a crossroad, Harpal Singh Cheema stressed on increasing farmers' income 

and promoting crop diversification and earmarked Rs 11,560 crore for the agriculture sector.  Seeking to put all 

speculations to rest, Harpal Singh Cheema said the Aam Aadmi Party government pledges to stand by its farmers 

and shall continue providing free power for the agriculture sector and allocated Rs 6,947 crore for the same. 

stating that his government was sensitive to the cause of poor and downtrodden, the FM said door-to-door delivery 

of well packaged 'atta' in place of wheat to 1.58 crore beneficiaries under National Food Security Act will be 

ensured. A bailout package of Rs 350 crore for state-owned Punsup has been proposed. 

Harpal Singh Cheema also announced 'Farishtey' scheme on the pattern of Delhi whereby the road accident victims 

will be given free treatment and the helper would be felicitated. 
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The finance minister said the government has launched a new project namely  Shaheed-e-Azam Sardar Bhagat 

Singh Hariawal Lehar, under which 50,000 saplings would be planted in all Vidhan Sabha constituencies on the 

115th birth anniversary of martyr Bhagat Singh. For industries, the FM announced setting up of a special 

commission with only traders and businessmen as its members for collaboration with the government in decision 

making. 

Harpal Singh cheema said the state government will issue this year the Gender Responsive Budgeting Guidelines, 

setting out the strategy to promote the goal of gender equality and mainstreaming for bringing in social 

transformation and eliminating inequality. 

To a question on debt, Harpal Singh Cheema said the state government borrowed Rs 8,000 crore in the last three 

months and also said it contributed Rs 1,000 crore in Consolidated Sinking Fund (CSF) of the state within the first 

two months. 

Harpal Singh Cheema proposed revenue deficit and fiscal deficit of Rs 12,553 crore and Rs 23,835 crore 

respectively. The FM proposed revenue receipts of Rs 95,378 crore as against Rs 81,458 crore of 2021-22 (revised 

estimates). 

A total power subsidy bill has been proposed at Rs 15,845 crore as against Rs 13,443 crore in 2021-22. 

The GST compensation regime is set to end in June 2022, and based on the trends of previous years, the state 

government would be staring at a big hole left in its finances to the tune of Rs 14,000-15,000 crore in FY 2022-23, 

as per the budget document. 

Stating that the government has already initiated revenue augmentation measures, the FM proposed an increase of 

17.08 per cent in revenue receipts, contributing Rs 95,378 crore to the state exchequer.  

“Hallmark to this ambitious feat is that this would be done without imposing any New Tax on the people of 

Punjab,” said Harpal Singh Cheema. 

 

Government proposes Rs 1,033 crore for medical education which is an increase of 56.6% over FY 2021-22 (RE). 

The focus would be on up-gradation of existing State Government Medical Colleges and also to increase MBBS 

seats in these colleges, so that students do not have to go to countries like Ukraine. “I am happy to announce that a 

new medical college, ie, Sant Baba Attar Singh State Institute of Medical Sciences, Sangrur district, with 100 

MBBS seats is being established. An initial allocation of ₹50 crore has been provided in FY 2022-23 for Sant Baba 

Attar Singh State Institute of Medical Sciences. 

Rs 30 crore allocated in FY 2022-23 for providing infrastructure facilities in libraries of government colleges of 9 

districts, that is, Tarn Taran, Barnala, Ludhiana, Fazilka, Malerkotla, Moga, Pathankot, Muktsar Sahib and Shaheed 

Bhagat Singh Nagar. Rs 200 crore allocated for Punjabi University, Patiala. 117 Mohalla/Pind Clinics to be 

operationalised this year, to provide “last mile delivery” of health care services to the people of Punjab irrespective 

of geographies, gender, class, caste, age or religion, for which an initial allocation of Rs 77 crore is being proposed. 

75 of these Mohalla Clinics will be operationalized by 15th August, 2022. the government of Aam Aadmi Party 

also given Rs 200 crore allocated for Punjabi University. 

We believe that entrepreneurial skill is the main pillar of strength of our society and on this strong foundation, we 

intend to march forward. Punjab Young Entrepreneur Programme is a start-up programme where class 11 students 

would be encouraged to propose their original business ideas, which would be supported by the government by 

providing seed money @ ₹2,000 per student. This programme is aimed to instill financial and leadership skills in 

the students, which would equip them to take charge of their careers later in their lives. I propose an allocation of 

₹50 crore during FY 2022-23 for this purpose. 
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