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Abstract: 

     The concept of rural development is universal supremacy as the goal and value-loaded concept in the 

Indian political philosophy and it’s a continuous process and progress in the vision of modernity especially 

from political, social, and economic perspectives by nourishing the rich heritage of the country. The concept 

has multiple ideologies for constructive reforms intended for a noble society. Hence the father of the nation 

Mahatma Gandhiji rightly said that “the soul of India lives in its villages” and accordingly him only 

Panchayath Raj System is a political power is a basic requirement for the success of true democracy. In this 

context, it can be understood that the concept of rural development and the Panchayath Raj System are two 

faces of the same coin and without Panchayath Raj System sustainable rural development cannot be 

expected. In this regard, many Indian thinkers have contributed their thoughts on rural development from 

their own perspectives for the strong implementation of the Panchayath Raj System to revitalize rural 

development. Therefore, The Constitution of India brought a revolutionary movement through the 73rd 

constitutional amendment by introducing Panchayath Raj System on 24th April 1993 which can be 

considered a remarkable day in the history of Indian democracy. This article is trying to through some light 

on rural development and its perspectives in the Indian thinker’s vision.  
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Introduction  

  In India, the concept of rural development is the problem and solution. Including Mahatma Gandhiji and 

many other thinkers who realized the importance of village panchayath as important equipment for rural 

development and for promoting social justice. They asserted that unless panchayath were invested with 

adequate powers, rural people cannot have real swaraj. So that it can be understood that sustainable rural 

development has become a buzzword. Hence Article 40 in para IV of the constitution of India was 

introduced to organize local self-government. In this regard World Commission on Environment and 

Development [WCED] describe rural development as “Sustainable development is a development that 

meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs”, and as a strategy, it is designed to improve the economic and social well being of a specific group of 

people as a discipline, it is multi-disciplinary in nature. 

Objectives  

 To understand the multi-dimensions of the rural development concept from thinkers’ perspectives. 

 To know the importance of local self-governance for rural development. 

 

 Rural Development in Political, And Social Thinkers’ Perspective 
India has identified itself as the greatest democratic country in the world by instituting the concept of 

decentralization of power or the Panchayat Raj system. The idea of this concept was given by Mohandas 

Karamchand Gandhi, popularly known as Mahatma Gandhiji, who played the leading role in securing 

India’s political independence from British rule, by organizing and mobilizing Indian people from all walks 

of life in a peaceful and non-violent manner. Gandhiji’s approach to India’s rural development is holistic 

and is an integral part of his philosophy of non-violence respect for human nature, and dislike of 

exploitation and injustice. Influenced as he was by Tolstoy, Ruskin, and the teachings of The Gita. Gandhiji 

placed more emphasis on moral and spiritual values than economic motives as a means of overall 
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development.1 Gandhiji did express his views on rural development by saying “independence must be at 

the bottom. Thus, every village will be a republic or Panchayat having full powers. It follows, therefore, 

that every village has to be self-sustained and capable of managing its affairs. This does not exclude 

dependence on, and willing help from neighbors or from the world. It will be the free and voluntary play 

of mutual forces… In this structure, composed of innumerable villages, there will be ever-widening, 

never ascending circles. Life will not have a pyramid with the apex sustained by the bottom. But it will be 

an oceanic circle whose center will be the individual always ready to perish for the village, the latter 

ready to perish for the circle of villages, till at last, the whole becomes one life composed of individuals, 

never aggressive in their arrogances but ever humble, sharing the majesty of the economic circle of 

which they are internal unities. Therefore, the outermost circumference will not wield power to crush the 

inner circle but will give strength to all within and derive its own strength from it.2 As discussed above the 

Gandhian perspective of ‘rural development is based on his program of ‘village swaraj’ and ‘swadeshi’ 

movement to the utilization of local resources for development purposes. He opines most of the decision-

making powers will vest in the village Panchayat rather than in the regional or national government. 

Gandhiji believes that rural prosperity can be ensured by the revival of Gram Panchayat, a self-governing 

village republic, natural skill talent, aptitude, and capabilities of its inhabitance. When Gandhiji talked of 

self-sufficient village units, that village community should not depend on the higher government for those 

needs that it could satisfy with local resources and local efforts. He visualized decentralized planning with 

local participation which would bring pressure on local representatives to respond to the local body.3 Finally 

Gandhiji believed that human happiness with mental and moral development should be the supreme goal of 

society, and this goal should be achieved through decentralization of political and economic power for entire 
rural development to build up the strongest democratic country. 

Rabindranath Tagore, the Nobel prize winner, played a unique role in the Swadeshi movement. He 

had himself been allured by rural India. It was his natural fascination and poetic mind coupled with practical 

experience with village farmers that helped Tagore to enunciate a new philosophy for rural development.4 

Rabindranath started the Sri Niketan scheme of rural development in 1921. In his view, rural development 

“sought to make villagers self-reliant and self-respectful acquainted with the cultural tradition of their 

own country competent to make efficient use of modern resources for the fullest development of their 

physical, social, economic, and intellectual conditions”. Rabindranath Tagore’s idea was included in both 

social and economic components of rural development.5 At the Sarvodaya movement Jaya Prakash Narayan 

also cherished strengthening the rural villages. He was of the view that: A proper balance must be struck 

between a state government on the one hand and organs of local self-government, or Panchayat Raj 

institutions on the other. For this purpose, it may be necessary to provide for these Panchayat Raj 

institutions in the constitution itself and clearly shortlist their powers, so that they may exercise legitimate 

powers and remain answerable to their constituents.6  

Bharata Ratna Shri Rajiv Gandhi has chartered a new phenomenon of leading the nation to the 21st 

century. Rajiv Gandhi was trying to create a new India, which was on the threshold of becoming a great 

global power. His dream of the Panchayat Raj System guides the country for all times to come. If India, 

today, has been rated more like a modern nation after Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination, much of the credit for 

that belongs to the assassinated leader who played a crucial role in imparting a modern outlook to the nation 

during his only term as Prime Minister of India. The Panchayat Raj System for rural development is very 

close and had an emotional attachment to the heart of  Shri Rajiv Gandhi. In order to achieve the Gandhian 

dream of ‘Gram Swaraj,’ Rajiv Gandhi had taken initiative for genuine democratic decentralization and 

empowerment of the villages, as self-sufficient village Republics. In Rajiv Gandhi’s view, rural 

development meant, “development has to mean the development of our villages. It is the villages that must 

be transformed. Indeed, once the villages are developed the cities will be automatically benefited, for the 

pressure on the cities will be lifted, and the unending migration from villages to cities will be checked. 

People, instead of fleeing from villages, will stay back and work in the villages, and as a result, the 

villages will progress. We must, therefore, shed the mentality of depending on the Government for 

everything. This can best be achieved through Panchayat Raj”.7 This statement can explain the concept of 

Rajiv Gandhi about rural development. 

Most of the above discussed social and political thinkers have opined in favor of local governments 

for achieving rural development, quite in contrast to them well-known social reformers and legal luminary. 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar has expressed his opposition. Dr. Ambedkar who was the Chairman of the Constitution 

Drafting Committee refused to recognize the local governments, as of any use in the development of rural 

India. He felt that the practice of caste system and its exploitative nature is more prevalent in villages. Any 

importance to local governments would mean support for this unhealthy, exploitative social system. For 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2022 JETIR October 2022, Volume 9, Issue 10                                                       www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2210150 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org b322 
 

him, the social freedom to the exploited millions of Indians from their own countrymen was more important 

than the political freedom secured by British rule. 

 Regarding this Ambedkar says “is the village but a sink of localism, a den of ignorance, narrow-

mindedness, and communalism? I am glad that the Draft Constitution has discarded the village and 

adopted the individuals as its unit”.8 In this manner, in the opinion of Ambedkar, the assumption was that 

rural development is impossible through the local governments. 

 Rural Development in Democratic Perspective 
Every constitution is a living instrument. As such, it grows with the passage of time. The 

Constitution of India is purely based on democratic perception, and it has given space to rural development 

by constituting local self-government which is a concept that associates people with local administration 

through popularly elected bodies. The concept of development applied in the specific context of rural India 

acquires a new meaning as rural development. Fundamentally, the development of a rural area means not 

only the aggregate development of the area but also the development of the people living in rural areas. The 

objective of rural development is multi-directional as well as multi-dimensional.9 It is a political ideal and 

local self-government is the applied form of rural development. The founding father of the Indian local self-

government Lord Ripon felt that the system of local self-government was necessary to train the people in 

the art of government to enable them to learn from experience and to open up avenues for political 

participation of the elected people. His concern was for the development of local self-government as an 

institution of democracy. In fact in spite of his ambivalence, he appeared to have been influenced by the 

intuitionist and instrumentalist perspective of rural development.10 The concept of rural development in a 

democratic system has basic and the most glaring deficiency in our planned development process is the lack 
of people’s participation and enthusiasm for involvement in the successful implementation of the plans for 

development at the grass-root level. This issue attracted the attention of the first prime minister of India 

Jawaharlal Nehru who was the father of plans that PRIs are going to be a bedrock for grassroots democracy. 

Unless this kind of grassroots democracy could be developed there would be a lack of participation in the 

democratic process would also be reflected in an equal lack of participation in the rural development 

process. In his view, PRIs are as integral to democratic development at the grassroots and this is how it is 

conceived. He says that India will progress only when the people living in villages become politically 

conscious. The progress of India is bound up with the progress in our rural village.11 Therefore the relevance 

of PRS is greater for creating representative institutions capable of evoking local participation and initiative 

in rural development. 

  

 Rural Development in Economic Development Perspective  
 In the context of the widening gulf between rich and poor nations in the world today, Mayer and 

Baldwin’s statement “Instead of studying the wealth of nations, the study of the poverty of nations is of 

paramount importance today” has become very relevant. In a rural and developing country like India, there 

are continuous efforts to develop the rural parts. In spite of these efforts, the conditions of Indian villages 

have failed to match with the developed nations. In this context Indian Nobel Laureate, Prof. Amartya Sen 

has stated ‘by providing prominence to the goal of enhancing human competency, improved standard of 

living, health, knowledge, self-respect and effective involvement in community life and thereby promoting 

the ability to choose is the objective human welfare. This idea is perfectly applicable to the Indian villages 

because India largely being a rural country, unless its villages are developed the country cannot develop. 

With regard to rural development, it is said that “the poverty prevailing anywhere is a challenge to 

prosperity prevailing everywhere”. The biggest challenge today is, how to make the development stable. 

One factor affecting the development in India is its growing population. There is a close link between 

economic development and population growth. Reaping the fruits of economic development or otherwise 

depends on the size of the population. For effective rural development, a pro-development population policy 

requires to be implemented. 

 Since rural development is one aspect of economic development a discussion about its various 

dimensions is relevant here. Economic development creates a new savings-oriented society. During the 

1970s, the priority of economic development was shifted from the growth of Gross Domestic Product to 

growth with social justice. During this decade attention was given to the positive indicators of the 

development process like the removal of poverty, unemployment, and, unequal distribution of incomes. 

Regarding economic development, Gunnar Myrdal has said “it is the whole social system moving 

upwards”. In this direction economic development has not limited itself to improving of economic 

conditions of people alone but also aims to provide political stability. The principle of decentralization of 

power adopted by India intends to bring every citizen into the orbit of development. Economic stability and 
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political stability are interrelated and complement one another, in this process the economic development 

gets momentum, and the developing society gains political stability as well. 

 India’s local government policies and their implementation have the ability to speed up the pace of 

economic development and through economic stability improve the rural standard of living and thereby 

promote savings, investment, and productivity. It has ample opportunities for rural development and 

political stability as we can find in most of the developed countries stable and strong political systems. We 

can see the weak administration and political instability found in many developing countries hampering the 

economic development of those countries. If the local governments can be free from corruption, work 

efficiently, take progressive decisions and respond to the aspirations of the people rural development can 

become a reality. The local governments have a responsibility to see that in the name of development the 

local resources are not depleted and the environment is not polluted because development is not always 

positive and can have a negative impact too. The local governments face the challenge of achieving rural 

development through economic development by managing effectively these various issues.12 

 

Rural Development in Social Perspective 

 Human beings are not just social beings they are community beings as well. Community life is an 

essential element of human life. Human civilization has attained the highest level today. But all 

communities cannot be said to have attained this stage. There are a large number of rural communities 

which are agriculture based and are the backbone of civilized life. In this connection, Swami Vivekananda 

said “The real India lives in the villages, unless we are able to uplift the tribal and backward classes, India 

faces a dark future”. Rural development doesn’t mean the development of any particular village, class, 
section, caste or religious community. It means how the entire rural area is developed and how the fruits of 

development have reached the different sections of the rural populations. More importantly, how weak, 

suppressed, and marginalized communities people have become the beneficiaries of this process of 

development. In another sense, it means creating awareness about rural development, and its benefits and 

awakening their social consciousness. It also means rural reconstruction by changing and reforming the 

mindset, removing the blind beliefs and ignorance, putting an end to meaningless and faulty rituals and 

practices, educational reforms, promoting literacy, developing healthy habits, and encouragement to positive 

thoughts through publicity and media. All these components get prominence in the idea of rural 

development. Though our rural development program has all these ideals its implementation has many 

roadblocks. For the effective implementation of these programs, equal participation of men and women is 

very essential. But in our villages, women who form half of the population have no role in the local affairs 

and therefore the very concept of rural development has become incomplete. The exploitation of women 

continues in our villages and they are out of the mainstream of society. Gender discrimination, patriarchal 

value system, and social practices have come in the way of gender equality. On another level practices like 

child marriage, child labor, oppression of children, etc. are continuing. Villagers are required to be weaned 

out of these evil practices and made to adopt positive, ideal values in their lives. When such a change is 

brought there can be a positive transformation of our rural society. It is a fact that due to a variety of reasons 

rural population has lost faith in the rural development programs. To overcome the cynicism of the people a 

new vigor and enthusiasm must be injected to rural life. The entire responsibility of this huge task is on the 

local governments. If at all there can be any development in rural areas, that development can happen only 

through these local governments. For rural development, the local governments should convince the 

villagers, who are the pivot of development, that the agents of change are they themselves and no one else.13 

  Rural Development in A Global Perspective 
India has chosen the decentralization system to attain the goal of rural development by having the 

concept of globalization in recent days. These two concepts – globalization and decentralization promote 

development. Decentralization is about local-level plans and rural development administration. 

Globalization is about social development through economic growth. In a global view, rural developments 

are multi-faceted. It is urgent, important, and long-term; the urgent among them is poverty reduction; 

important among them is economic growth and the long term among them is the sustainability of this model 

of development. A rural country like India needs international trade relations and economic growth, 

businesses need profits and the poor need their basic necessities such as employment and fair wages, food 

security, health care, and dignity in the way to steer development. The civil society institution looks for 

integrity in democratic practice for sustainable rural development in a global view. The idea of sustainable 

development has been defined by the Brundtland Commission report, as ‘development which meets the 

needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

Sustainable development strategies are aimed at ensuring a better quality of life for everyone, now and for 
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the generations to come.14 This definition is saying the main purpose of globalization and decentralization is 

to enable people to lead a happy life in a global view. 

     RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

In every nation, development creates a new society whose main objective is to create a charter of 

acquisition. The developing countries are trying to achieve this. Non-development does not imply the 

countries are poor in their abilities, rather it connotes that a particular country has not utilized it capabilities 

well. Therefore the practice of terming a backward country a ‘developing country’ has come into vogue. 

‘Developing Country’ means a country that is concerned with achieving development and is endeavoring in 

that direction. The last two decades of the twentieth century witnessed a significant rise in the scope of local 

democracy in developing countries, with increasing devolution of political, economical, and administrative 

authority to local governments to bring up the complete concept of rural development14 because the large 

majority of the poor lives in rural areas, most of them are employed in agriculture or in related occupations. 

The picture of developing countries poor tend to have large families and have a high dependency ratio. 

Poverty amongst women, and children are of particular concern. It is difficult to find clear evidence that 

women are universally poorer than men but in terms of access to social services.16 The condition is worse 

regarding health in developing countries and it is noted by the National Family Health Survey-2 that 51.8% 

of married women between the ages of 15 and 49 have anemia, and nutritional anemia is caused by iron 

deficiency which contributes to 19% of maternal deaths. Women’s status is comparatively lower than men’s 

while women constitute half of the population of the country. In developing countries, women are often 

portrayed as generally poor, illiterate and ignorant. Their unequal political, social, and economic status, low 

literacy, poor health, lack of participation can be seen in a developing country.17 Apart of this many things 
can be identified in developing countries where minimum nutrition is not provided when rural people do not 

have assets to productivity, where productivity will be there but there will be no income. This made the poor 

to heavily dependent on non-farm income. Sometimes without any assets or stocks the agricultural output 

declines due to natural disasters like floods, droughts or policy-induced failures. Rural people are unable to 

provide for unexpected costs of death, sickness, and other social obligations. 

In the matter of sanitation in under developing countries, it is not just poor but worst because two 

sides of villages roads are used as public toilets. In some of the villages, there are public toilets funded by 

government and non-governmental agencies without public use as a result of the dearth of water sources. 

Toilets use and maintenance is a grand failure because of lack of creativity and credibility of bureaucrats. 

Obviously, this problem creates many rural health problems and most of the rural areas lacking in the 

medical facility. In some of the cases facilities are available but they are not using it properly because of the 

irresponsible and erratic attitude of the rural health centers. Yet, the attention paid by the governments in 

creating infrastructural facilities for primary education in the rural areas is very critical. Schools running in 

the villages are almost comparable to cattle shed without basic facilities and amenities. The gloomy 

atmosphere in the school buildings of the villages has made the school going boys and girls dull and it 

ultimately forced the parents to ward to cities for which made them to pay heavily. In other dimension rural 

poverty, lack of land and rural malnutrition are highly correlated. In Bangladesh, in farming households 

with less than one acre, four times as many households are found to be malnourished that in the group with 

more than one acre. In South Asia, rates of malnutrition are observed in the group with particular low shares 

of off-farm income. Whereas in Sri Lanka one-third of the farm households are calorie deficient amongst 

the landless calorie deficient households constitute 56%. In Pakistan, energy-defiant households are large in 

size and more dependent on off-farm earnings. 

The health of poor people in villages is affected by roads and link roads to towns as well as vehicles 

of the villagers. As such, there is no maintenance of roads. According to one survey, 10% of wheat 

production in Turkey was lost through wastage because of the absence of good road and transport facilities. 

The well-established transport system helps the rural development for the mobility to towns and cities. 

The environmental issues and technical issues are in a developing country are just like exploiting 

nature mercilessly. Overgrowth of the population is misusing the natural resources dangerously by making 

soil saline, uses of heavy chemicals for the crops, changes is land use patterns and implementations of 

advanced technologies, over usage of underground water, etc. India is the largest user of groundwater in the 

world, presently it is using an estimated 230 cubic kilometers of groundwater per year. That means 25% of 

the total global use of groundwater. India has more than 20 million bore wells in comparison to 0.2 million 

in the USA.18 It is all happening just to achieve rapid development. An excellent example can be given by 

India about the negative impact on the environment through the political policy and technology. The Green 

Revolution in India can be considered a success if one examines only the economic statistics. It clearly 

produced substantial increases in agricultural productivity and production; thereby moving the nation in a 
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substantial way, form periodic famines to self-sufficiency in food. But the damaging side effects that 

resulted because of the Green Revelation in India cannot be overlooked either. Not only was there 

considerable environmental damage, the condition of the rural poor also deteriorated as a direct 

consequence of the economic and social changes set in motion by the introduction of new technology.19 The 

Green Revolution created environmental degradation in many ways in India. The heavy use of chemical 

fertilizers and pesticides eroded soil fertility and polluted the natural resources; heavy irrigation stimulated 

the processes of natural erosion and loss of fertility and expanded use of marginal lands led to the 

destruction of forests. Overall, it is estimated that between 100 and 150 million hectares of India’s land area 

rapidly became barren and 1 million hectares of crops land and grazing land were badly affected. On 

average, every hectare uses 20 tons of topsoil a year. Four million hectares were swallowed up by ravines, 

and in the famous Chambal Valley, more than 10% of villages were completely polluted. The tribal people 

in India were affected by this environmental crisis. These developments have created alarming situations to 

developing countries.20 These issues can be considered as neglected issues in the technology aspect in the 

developing country. 

The above descriptions of rural sector lifestyles are against rural development in developing nations. 

But in developed nations, the rural sectors have established and sustained in their overall quality. In 

developed countries, local self-government has been established as an administrative technique and it is well 

structured and systematic. Quality assurance is preserved with the support of higher education, science and 

technology, innovations, economic growth and human resource development. The education system has 

provided knowledge to access computers and internet facilities in rural sectors. Agriculture, cattle breeding, 

horticulture and many more sectors have adopted formidable plans which have made the developmental 
stages stable to succeed. This has made to sustain the consistency in rural development. The human 

resources and local resources are utilized in an organized way. This has paved the way to develop economic 

growth along with health, sanitation, and standard of living which is leading the goals to accomplish at 

maximum rural development. 

 conclusion 

     The prime challenge of developing nations is to sustain consistency in overall growth. In developing 

nations, the main drawback in rural sectors are the local administrations that have failed to execute plans, 

corruption, poor project executions, delayed policies, and social evils found at peak level. The developing 

nations lack the potential in providing for their fundamental needs. The usage of science and technology 

also lags behind in rural sectors which have made the problems severe. In a country like India, the primary 

disadvantage is that the research which is made in agriculture sectors is not easily accessible at the village 

level, preferably in their regional languages. The above-mentioned and many more reasons are hindering the 

developing nations and exploiting the development of the rural sector but with effective and efficient local 

administration can bring revolutionary changes in rural development. 
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