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Abstract - In the present article “New technology, the super capacitor, has been potential to enable Major advances in energy storage.  

Super capacitors are governed by the same fundamental equations as conventional capacitors, but utilize higher surface area electrodes 

and thinner dielectrics to achieve greater capacitances.  This allows for energy densities greater than those of conventional capacitors 

and power densities greater than those of batteries.  As a result, supercapacitors may become an attractive power solution for an 

increasing number of applications.  This brief overview focuses on the different types of supercapacitors, the relevant quantitative 

modeling areas, and the future of supercapacitor development. 

Supercapacitors or EDLC’s (i.e. electric double layer capacitors) or ultra-capacitors are ending up plainly progressively popular as 

choices for the regular and conventional battery sources. This concise outline concentrates on the distinctive sorts of supercapacitors, 

the applicable quantitative displaying regions and the fate of supercapacitor innovative work. 

IndexTerms -Nanocomposite,Nanofertilizer, carbonnanotubes, Zeolite, Agrochemical 

 

1. INTRODUCTION: A supercapacitor  (SC), also called an ultracapacitor, is a high-capacity capacitor with a capacitance value 

much higher than other capacitors, but with lower voltage limits, that bridges the gap between electrolytic capacitors and rechargeable 

batteries. It typically stores 10 to 100 times more energy per unit volume or mass than electrolytic capacitors, can accept and deliver 

charge much faster than batteries, and tolerates many more charge and discharge cycles than rechargeable batteries.[6] 

Supercapacitors are used in applications requiring many rapid charge/discharge cycles, rather than long-term compact energy storage 

— in automobiles, buses, trains, cranes and elevators, where they are used for regenerative braking, shortterm energy storage, or burst-

mode power delivery.[7] Smaller units are used as power backup for static random-access memory (SRAM). 

Unlike ordinary capacitors, supercapacitors do not use the conventional solid dielectric, but rather, they use electrostatic double-layer 

capacitance and electrochemical pseudocapacitance,[8] both of which contribute to the total capacitance of the capacitor, with a few 

differences: 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2022 JETIR November 2022, Volume 9, Issue 11                                                       www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 
 

JETIR2211506 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org f32 
 

 

Schematic illustration of a supercapacitor[1] 

 

A diagram that shows types of supercapacitors and capacitors. 

Electrostatic double-layer capacitors (EDLCs) use carbon electrodes or derivatives with much higher electrostatic double-layer 

capacitance than electrochemical pseudocapacitance, achieving separation of charge in a Helmholtz double layer at the interface 

between the surface of a conductive electrode and an electrolyte. The separation of charge is of the order of a few ångströms (0.3–0.8 

nm), much smaller than in a conventional capacitor. Electrochemical pseudocapacitors use metal oxide or conducting polymer 

electrodes with a high amount of electrochemical pseudocapacitance additional to the double-layer capacitance. Pseudocapacitance is 

achieved by Faradaic electron charge-transfer with redox reactions, intercalation or electrosorption. Hybrid capacitors, such as the 

lithium-ion capacitor, use electrodes with differing characteristics: one exhibiting mostly electrostatic capacitance and the other mostly 

electrochemical capacitance.[2] 

The electrolyte forms an ionic conductive connection between the two electrodes which distinguishes them from conventional 

electrolytic capacitors where a dielectric layer always exists, and the so-called electrolyte, e.g., MnO2 or conducting polymer, is in 

fact part of the second electrode (the cathode, or more correctly the positive electrode). Supercapacitors are polarized by design with 

asymmetric electrodes, or, for symmetric electrodes, by a potential applied during manufacture.[3] 

2. ENERGY STORAGE MECHANISM:  

The principle of operation of supercapacitor is based on energy storage and distribution of the ions coming from the electrolyte to 

surface area of the electrodes. Based on the energy storage mechanism supercapacitors are classified into three classes: 

Electrochemical double-layer capacitors, pseudocapacitors, and hybrid supercapacitors.[4-5] 
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2.1. Electrochemical double layer capacitors (EDLCs).  

EDLCs are constructed using two carbon based materials as electrodes, an electrolyte and a separator. EDLCs can either store charge 

electrostatically or via non faradic process, which involves no transfer of charge between electrode and the electrolyte [22, 23]. The 

principle of energy storage used by EDLCs is the electrochemical double layer. When voltage is applied, there is an accumulat ion of 

charge on electrode surfaces, due to the difference in potential there is an attraction of opposite charges, these results to ions in 

electrolyte diffusing over the separator and onto pores of the opposite charged electrode. To avoid recombination of ions at electrodes 

a double layer of charge is formed. The double layer, combined with the increase in specific surface area and distances between 

electrodes decreased, allows EDLCs to attain higher energy density [24, 25]. Additionally, due to the EDLCs storage mechanism this 

allows for very fast energy uptake, delivery and better power performance. Due to non-faradic process, that is no chemical reaction. It 

eliminates swelling observed in active material which batteries demonstrate during charging and discharging. A few differences 

between EDLCs and batteries can be noticed as (i) EDLCs can withstand millions of cycles unlike batteries that can withstand few 

thousands at best. (ii) Charge storage mechanism does not involve solvent of the electrolyte; in Li-ion batteries it contributes to solid 

electrolyte inter phase when high-potential cathodes are used or graphite anodes [26, 27]. However, due to the electrostatic surface 

charging mechanism, EDLCs devices experience a limited energy density, which is why today’s EDLCs research is mainly focused on 

increasing energy performance and improving temperature range where batteries cannot operate. Performance of EDLC can be 

adjusted depending on the type of electrolyte used. 

2.2. Pseudocapacitors.  

Compared to EDLCs, that store charge electro-statically. Pseudocapacitors store charge via faradic process which involves the transfer 

of charge between electrode and electrolyte [28]. When a potential is applied to a pseudocapacitor reduction and oxidation takes place 

on the electrode material, which involves the passage of charge across the double layer, resulting in faradic current passing through the 

supercapacitor cell. The faradic process involved in pseudocapacitors allows them to achieve greater specific capacitance and energy 

densities compared to EDLCs. Examples are metal oxides, conducting polymers. Which leads to interest in these materials but due the 

faradic nature, it involves reduction-oxidation reaction just like in the case of batteries; hence they also suffer lack of stability during 

cycling and low power density [29-31]. 

2.3. Hybrid Capacitor. 

As we have seen EDLCs offer good cyclic stability, good power performance while in the case of pseudo capacitance it offers greater 

specific capacitance. In the case of hybrid system it offers a combination of both, that is by combining the energy source of battery-

like electrode, with a power source of capacitor-like electrode in the same cell [32, 33]. With a correct electrode combination it is 

possible to increase the cell voltage, which in turn leads to an improvement in energy and power densities. Several combinations have 

been tested in the past with both positive and negative electrodes in aqueous and inorganic electrolytes. Generally, the faradic 

electrode results in an increase of energy density at the cost of cyclic stability, which is the main drawback of hybrid devices 

compared to EDLCs, it is imperative to avoid turning a good supercapacitor into an ordinary battery [34]. Currently, researchers have 

focused on the three different types of hybrid supercapacitors, which can be distinguished by their electrode configurations: 

Composite, Asymmetric and Battery-type. 

5. Prospectus on the Future of Supercapacitor R&D:  

Over the last several years, supercapacitor R&D has focused upon efforts to increase the capacitance of electrode materials and to 

develop improved quantitative models.  However, recent research trends suggest that new areas may be rising to the fore front of 

supercapacitor R&D.  

 In particular, R&D efforts concerning hybrid capacitors, equivalent series resistance, electrolyte optimization, and self-discharge are 

likely to expand and enable major performance advances in supercapacitors. 
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