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HAROLD AS A PLAYWRIGHT: A REVIEW 

Dr Gowsia fayaz 

Harold Pinter(10 0ctober 1930-24 December 2008) was once a British playwright, screenwriter, director, and 

Nobel prize winner .Pinter was as soon as one of the prolific current British playwrights with a profession 

spanning larger than 50 years. His best-known works consist of The Birthday Party (1957), The Homecoming 

(1964) and Betrayal(1978),each of which he tailor-made to the screen.  

Pinter was once born and raised in Hackney, East London , and a keen cricket participant who carried out in 

school performs and poetry . He attended the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art however did now not end the 

course.  

He used to be fine as a conscientious objector for refusing country- wide service. He endured his training at the 

central faculty of speech and drama and laboured in the repertory theatre in Ireland and England. He married 

actress Vivien Merchant in 1956 and had a son, Daniel , born in 1975 and married creator Lady Antonia Fraser 

in 1980. Pinter’s profession as a playwright began with a manufacturing of the Room in 1957 

His 2nd play , The Birthday party, closed after eight performances but used to be positively reviewed with the 

aid of the usage of critic Harold Hobson. His early works had been described by Critics as comedy of menace.  

Later performs like No Man’s Land (1975) and Betrayal (1978) had been acknowledged as reminiscence plays. 

 Pinter used to be born on 10 October 1930, in Hackney , East London, the solely toddler of British Jewish 

mother and father of Eastern European descent ; his father , Hyman jack Pinter (1902-1997)was a student , 

tailor his mother, Frances 1902-1997, housewife. Pinter believed an aunt’s misconception that the family was 

once Sephardic and had fled the Spanish inquisition: so for his early poems , Pinter used the psedonympinta an 

aunt’s misconception.  

Later lookup via ability of Lady Antonia Fraser, 2nd wife of Pinter’s, printed the story to be apocryphal, three 

grandparents of Pinter’s came from Poland and the fourth from Odessa. 

FAMILY EXISTENCE  

His respectable biographer Michael Billington describes Pinter’s family domestic in London as a big , red-brick 

, three –storey villa absolutely off the noisy , busy, web page site visitors – ridden Lower Clapton Road. Pinter 

used to be evacuated from their London home to Cornwall and Reading in 1940-1941 after the Blitz.  
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Billington notes that earlier than and at some reason  of the Blitz , the life and death severity of every day  out 

left Pinter with intense memories of loneliness , isolation , alienation and loss , issues that are in all his works. 

Pinter started writing poetry at the age of 12, and his poetry was as soon as first posted in the Hackney Downs 

college journal in spring 1947.  

His writing used to be first posted outdoor of the university magazine in 1950 in Poetry London , some of it 

below the title “ Harold Pinter” Pinter was once an onlooker.  

Pinter used to be married to Vivien Merchant from 1956 to 1980 , an actress he met on tour , possibly excellent 

recognized for her place in the 1996 movie Alfie. The son, Daniel was born 1958. In many Pinter’s films, 

including The Homecoming on stage (1965) and show display screen (1973), Merchant regarded by means of 

the early 1970s, however the marriage was tumultuous.  

From 1962 to 1969, Pinter had been engaged for seven years in a covert affair with BBC-TV presenter and 

journalist Joan Bakewell, which stimulated his play Betrayal in 1978, and moreover at some stage in that time , 

and past had an affair with an American socialite, whom he referred to as “Cleopatra. This used to be each  

different secret that he saved from each his spouse and Bakewell. Nonetheless , Betrayal was wondering to be a 

reaction to his alleged affair with Hugh Fraser’s spouse Antonia Fraser and Pinter’s marital crack up.  

Both Pinter and Merchant met Antonia Fraser in 1969, when all three laboured together on a National Gallery 

software program on Mary , Queen of Scots ; endless years later , on January 8-9 1975, Pinter and Fraser grew 

to turn out to be concerned in romance. That meeting their 5 –year extramarital love affair . After hiding 

Merchant’s relationship for two and a 1/2 of months on March 21, 1975, Pinter eventually informed her “ I have 

met someone.” After that , “ existence in Hanover Terrace step by step grew to grow to be impossible,” and 

Pinter moved out their home on April 28 , 1975, 5 days after No Mans Land’s premiere.  

Vivien Merchant died of acute alcoholism in her first week of October 1982, at the age of fifty- three Billington 

writes that Pinter did the whole lot practicable to aid her and regretted that he later grew to end up estranged 

from their son, Daniel, after their separation , Pinter’s remarriage , and Merchant’s death. Career Pinter’s 

performing occupation spanned higher than 50 years , and even although he usually carried out villains, he 

protected a great range of roles in theatrical and radio, movie and television roles.  

 

CAREER  

In addition to roles in radio and TV variants of his very   own performances and dramatic sketches , he made a 

very early in his screenwriting profession. During the Seventies Pinter commenced directing more in many 

instances , turning into an accomplice director of the National Theatre in 1973. He directed nearly 50 

productions of works by way of Simon Gray ; the stage and / or movie premieres by skill of Butley (stage 1971; 

movie 1974) otherwise engaged (1975) the Rear Column (stage , 1978 ; tv , 1980 ), shut of play (1979) 

Quartermaine’s phrases (1981) . existence assists (1997) the late Middle lessons (1999), and the historical 
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masters . Pinter used to be the author of 29 performs and 15 dramatic sketches and co creator of two works for 

stage and radio.  

He was once regarded to be one of the most influential modern-day British playwrights, along with the 1967 

Tony Award for brilliant play. Homecoming and a   variety of other American awards and awards nominations , 

he and his play obtained severe awards in the UK and round the world. Pinter composed 27 screenplays and 

movie scripts for cinema and television. His success as a screenwriter commenced with three screenplays for 

films directed through way of Joseph Losey fundamental to his close friendship : The Servant (1963) based on 

Robin Maugham’s novel : Accident through way of (1967) tailor-made from Nicholas Mosley’s novel : and the 

Go Between ; Caretaker (1963) directed by using Clive Donner; The Birthday Party (1968) directed through 

William Friedkin; The Homecoming (1973) directed by using Peter hall and Betrayal (1983) directed by using 

David Jones.  

Pinter used to be identified with esophageal cancer in December 2001, for which he underwent surgical remedy 

and chemotherapy in 2002. During his remedy , he directed a manufacturing of his play No Man’s Land and 

wrote and carried out in a new sketch. Press conference , for the manufacturing of his dramatic sketches at the 

National Theatre and due to the truth that 2002 he has been increasingly more active in political causes, writing 

and supplying politically charged poetry , essays , speeches and the improvement of his closing two. Pinter used 

to be admitted to the health centre in Hammersmith , the place he died of liver most cancers on Christmas Eve.  

On 26 December 2008, when the land of No Mans reopened at the Duke of York, the actors paid tribute to the 

stage Pinter, with Michael Gambon analyzing Hurst’s monolog on his photographic album from act two printers 

requested him to take a look at  his funeral ending with a standing ovation from the audience, many of whom 

were in tears: 

I would possibly even showcase you my graphic album. 

You would perchance see a face in it which might remind 

You as soon as were. You would maybe see faces of others, 

Turning ,or jaws, or backs of necks, or eyes 

Dark under hats, which can also remind you of 

Others, whom once you knew, whom you thought 

Long dead, however from whom you will get keep of a sidelong 

Glance, if you can face the proper ghost .Allow the love of 

The  exact ghost. They have all that emotion…trapped. 

Bow to it .it will assuredly by using no ability release them , 

however who Knows… what relief..it may additionally give them… who knows how  

they may additionally moreover quicken.. 

in their chains, in their glass jars. 

you Think it cruel…to quicken them ,when they fixed imprisoned? 

No …no Deeply ,deeply ,they wish to reply to your touch, 
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to your look, and when you smile, their joy…is unbounded. 

And so I say to you mild the useless , as you would yourself be Tendered , now in  what you would describe as 

your life. 

 Pinter’s funeral was a non-public , half of  – hour secular ceremony held at the tomb at Kensal Green Cemetery 

on 31 December 2008. The eight readings selected via using Pinter covered passages from seven of his personal 

writings and from the story “ The Dead.” By James Joyce study with the resource of actress Penelope Wilton.  

Michael Gabon study No Man’s land’s picture album speech and three one-of-a-kind reading , collectively with 

Pinter’s poem “Death” (1997). Another reading of Honourable Pinter’s widow and his love of cricket. Many 

exquisite humans attended the ceremony , such as Tom Stoppard , on the other hand now not Daniel Brand , son 

of Pinter.  

NOBEL PRIZE 

 On 13 0ctober 2005, the Swedish Academy declared that it had determined to award the Nobel prize in 

literature for that 12 months to Pinter who in his works , exposes the precipice below the day by day prattle and 

powers getting into closed rooms for oppression.  

His selection gave up  job to some public controversy and criticism about every the traits of Pinter’s work and 

his politics. When  interviewed that this can also even show off you my graphic album.  

You might see a face in it which may remind 

You as quickly as were. You might see faces of others 

Turning ,or jaws, or backs of necks, or eyes 

Dark below hats, which may remind you of 

Others ,whom as quickly as you knew, whom you idea 

Long dead ,but from whom you will acquire a sidelong  

Glance, if you can face the exceptional ghost. Allow the love of The precise ghost.  

They have  all that emotion…trapped. Bow to it 

it will assuredly in no way launch them , alternatively 

who Knows… what relief..it may additionally give them… who is aware of how  

they may also  quicken..  

in their chains, in their glass jars. 

 you Think it cruel…to quicken them ,when they constant imprisoned?  

No …no Deeply ,deeply ,they want to respond to your touch,  

to your seem ,and when you smile, their joy…is unbounded. 

 

And so I say to you easy the vain , as you would your self be Tendered , now in what you would describe as 

your life.  

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2023 JETIR February 2023, Volume 10, Issue 2                                                          www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2302184 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org b656 
 

On 31 October 2005 , the Swedish Academy declared that it had decided to award the Nobel prize in literature 

for that year to Pinter who in his works exposes the precipice below the daily prattle and powers getting into 

closed rooms for oppression.  

His decision gave up  jab to some public controversy and criticism about  each the traits of printers work and his 

politics when interviewed that day about his response to the announcement , pointer stated I was once as soon as 

counselled today that one of the sky networks this morning mentioned that Harold Pinter was as soon as dead. 

Then they modified their minds and cited No , he received the Nobel prize. So I have risen from dead. 

December 2005 noticed the Nobel prize Awards ceremony and associated things to do all over Scandinavia. 

He had deliberate to travel to Sweden to deliver his Nobel lecture in persona after the Academy informed Pinter 

of his award.  

His medical doctor despatched him to the scientific organization in November and barred such experience after 

a diagnosis of a serious infection. Pinter’s writer , Faber and Faber’s Stephen net page customary the Nobel 

Diploma and Nobel Medal in his neighbourhood at the Awards ceremony. Even though he was then again being 

handled in sanatorium , videotaped his Nobel Lecture, Art , Truth and politics in a studio on channel 4 . 

It used to be projected on the night- time of 7 December 2005 on three massive monitors at the Swedish 

Academy and transmitted more than four that same   evening in the UK. David Hare added the 46 minute 

lecture on TV . the textual content material and video streaming codes had been later posted on the proper web 

sites of the Nobel prize and the Swedish Academy.  

It was released as a DVD afterwards. Pinter’s lecture has been extensively disbursed by skill of print and on line 

media and has given up  jostle to a total lot communicate and debate with some critics accusing Pinter of Anti – 

Americanism .  

in his Nobel lecture , however Pinter stresses that he criticizes American administration insurance policies and 

practices no longer all American residents many of whom he addresses as demonstrably sickened shamed and 

furious.  
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