
© 2023 JETIR May 2023, Volume 10, Issue 5                                                            www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2305A34 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org k258 
 

Exploring Positive Space and Negative Space in 

Architecture 

K Chitra, P Rahini , T Sundaresan , P Manikandan , M Waleed 

AIIA,M.Arch(Ph.D),B.Arch,B.Arch 

Department of architecture,  

Periyar  Maniammai Institute Of  Science And Technology. 

 

Abstract : Architecture's design and perception heavily calculate on positive and negative space. This abstract examines the ideas 

of  positive and negative space in the  environment of armature, looking at how they affect form, function, and the  stoner 

experience as a  whole.  The  factual mass and volume  enthralled by architectural  factors like walls,  bottoms, and roofs is 

appertained to as positive space. It  includes all of the observable features that characterise and enclose a space. Boundaries are 

established,  sanctum is made, and the   frame  needed for habitation is  handed by positive space. Positive space can arouse  

passions of security, protection, and  permanence with careful design. Negative space, on the other hand, describes the voids or 

empty spaces that  live between or  outside positive  corridor. It stands for the absence of physical bulk and can have an equal 

impact on how an architectural composition  is shaped.  Negative space allows for breathing space, visual respite, and access to 

light, air, and rotation. It defines spatial  connections,  improves visual equilibrium, and gives the architectural  terrain a sense of 

depth and openness. To  produce dynamic and  harmonious compositions, architectural contrivers use the commerce of positive 

and negative space. The placement and  manipulation of both spaces alter the perception of scale, proportion, and movement 

inside a structure. Positive and negative  space interact to define a sequence of  gests ,  fastening  druggies' attention, and creating 

spatial inflow by balancing the presence  and absence of materiality.  The cerebral and emotional  factors of armature are likewise  

told  by positive and negative space. Negative  space encourages  disquisition, commerce, and  soul-searching, whereas positive 

space provides a sense of protection,  solitariness, and  confinement. When used  rightly, these places can  evoke a variety of 

moods and atmospheres,  similar as admiration, tranquillity, or a  sense of wonder. Incorrect or uneven  operation of positive and 

negative space, on the other hand, can lead to design  crimes and bad   stoner  gests . inordinate positive space can  induce a 

sensation of confinement or oppression, whereas  inordinate negative  space can lead to a lack of structure or cohesiveness.  

 

IndexTerms- Positive Space, Negative Space, Architecture , architectural design, spatial considerations,well-being, 

functionality.1 

 

 

I.INTRODUCTION 

 The commerce of positive and negative space in armature has a compelling  substance that forms the  veritably fabric of our 

constructed   terrain. These two  crucial  factors, which are  occasionally disregarded, have the  essential capability to define, 

influence, and  modify architectural design. We begin on a  trip that unravels the delicate interplay between presence and absence, 

materiality  and vacuum, form and emptiness as we  probe positive and negative spacein armature.   Positive space represents the 

visible  rudiments that take up physical mass and volume within a structure. Walls,  bottoms, roofs, and  other architectural  factors 

demonstrate the  reliability and permanence that define a space's boundaries. These physical aspects  offer protection,  insulation, 

and a sense of  quadrangle.   They serve as the foundation upon which a structure is  erected, performing in the functional  frame 

that allows  mortal habitation.  Negative space, on the other hand, welcomes the emptiness, the spaces that lie between and between 

the positive aspects. These  voids, which are  constantly overlooked, have a significant impact on architectural composition and 

perception. They allow for  breathing space, aestheticrelief, and the passageof light, air, and rotation through a structure.     Paper id 

Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative exploration.  The lack of structure within negative space promotes an openness 

that invites  disquisition, commerce, and contemplation.  Engineers arrange the symphony of design through the commerce of 

positive and negative space. Skillful arrangement,  manipulation, and balancing of these areas affect in harmonious compositions 

that go beyond plain  utility. The interplay of  positive and negative space shapes a  structure's perception of scale, proportion, and 

movement. It directs the eye, defines spatial   connections, and improves visualbalance to  produce an immersivearchitectural 

experience.   Positive and negative space have deep cerebral and emotional  goods beyond the physical sphere. Positive space 

evokes   passions of comfort and protection by  furnishing a sense of security,  solitariness, and constraint. Negative space, on the 

other hand,  fosters an  terrain of  disquisition, commerce, and implicit. It invites people to interact with their surroundings,  

inspiring  curiosity and reflection. The  purposeful use of positive and negative space helps engineers to  produce places that inspire 

different   passions,  similar as amazement, tranquillity, or astonishment.   To avoid design  crimes and unhappiness, the delicate 

balance between positive and negative space must be maintained. An  cornucopia of positive space can createa sense of 
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confinement or oppression, suffocating freedom of movement and expression.   inordinate negative space, on the other hand, might 

lead to a lack of structure or cohesiveness, leaving  druggies feeling  misplaced and  disconnected. Achieving architectural 

brilliance requires striking the correct balance between these spaces. In this  disquisition of  positive and negative space in armature, 

we set out to discover the enormous impact these aspects have on our perception and  commerce with the  erected  terrain. 

Engineers can transcend the ordinary by understanding and exploiting the  eventuality of both  places, creating amazing structures 
that engage, inspire, and leave an unforgettableimprint on the  mortal experience. 

Keywords: architecture, Positive Space, Potential,Negative Space,Inspire,Human Experience 

 

II.POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE SPACE 

Positive space is the primary subject of a  snap, whereas negative space is the background. Positive and negative space  combined 

can communicate a tale using only visual composition when used creatively and intelligently. The expression" negative  space" is 

a bit  deceiving. The  shadows, for case, make up the positive space in a cloudscape, while the blue sky makes up the  negative 

space. 

        
 

III.POSITIVE SPACE : 

   A physical shell is erected to define and contain positive space, which is first imagined as a void. The spatial forms that have  

been purposefully  erected with a preconceived idea would  also be considered positive space  

 

 IV.NEGATIVE SPACE : 

    Making a hole in an being solid produces negative space. Primitive times' hollowed- out  grottoes  would be the  foremost  

space would be the unoccupied area that's still there after  structure. In negative space  delineation, simply the   girding space is 

depicted, with or without any pattern detail, as opposed to the figure of the object. Not all  locales could  be categorised with  

similar ease. In some cases, space must be  disassembled in order to be understood in light of  mortal acts and manipulations.of 

this space.   

           
V.NEGATIVE SPACE IN ARCHITECTURE: 

 It's used to describe a wide range of situations, but generally speaking, it alludes to the empty spaces.  

 This most  constantly happens in structures with lots of acute angles.  In excess, it can make the space feel cold and 

uncomfortable in addition to reducing the  volume of useful square footage.    

 

VI.FINDING THE POSITIVE IN NEGATIVE : 

When interior contrivers and engineers work together, negative space may be  converted into a  sensitive treat and, in certain  

situations, indeed  recapture functionality.interior contrivers can  produce a sense of balance in a structure with accidental 

negative space  by strategically placing  cabinetwork and  cosmetic  rudiments.   

 

VII.RESTORING FUNCTIONALITY TO UNINTENTIONAL NEGATIVE SPACE : 

With the aid of a  developer, awkwardly shaped, constrained areas that can not accommodate  cabinetwork can be ingeniously 

employed.   

Some cases: 

 Install a  perpendicular inner  theater  equipped with mounted grow lights. Construct shelving for  fresh book  storehouse.  

 Install a wall of glasses in the area to increase the space's brilliance. 

 Use  grade colouring with the negative space acting  as a  edge point.   

 An important aspect of creative composition is the utilisation of negative space.   

These are just a many cases of how these surprisingly structured places can be given new life. When empty space is seen as a  

creative  occasion rather than a limitation, the possibilities are unlimited.   
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VIII.INTENTIONAL NEGATIVE SPACE : 

  Negative space is essential to a  structure's structure since it controls a space's general inflow. 

  Without it,  structures wouldn't be laid out with  important  thickness or  sense.   

 When the setting creates a sense of emptiness and  nebulosity, empty gaps can be  set up in both literature and film. 

 Some  authors are more  unequivocal, including pauses between  runes or brief  knockout scenes; music is more overt in its 

use of abrupt  silences.  

 It's plain to see that there are positive uses for negative space. Especially when it comes to a  structure's design and layout.  

2.1.CASE STUDY : MARKET HALL 

 In this particular installation, the path is made up of the negative spaces, which are enclosed and delineated by the form's  solid or 

positive sections.Layers of negative and positive space are produced as a result, which can be seen from  colorful angles.   

             
 
ELEVATED FEATURES : 

 Elevated  quadrangles 

 Alcoves  

 Stairs  

 twisted ceiling/ solid walls 

  

CIRCULATION & ACTIVITY NODES: 

 Exertion bumps clustered around areas of interest;   

 A line of rotation in empty space; and elevated alcoves  girdled by this rotation.  

 Line of rotation linking the inside and  surface. 

2.2.1 CASE STUDY  OBJECT 1 :  SCULPTURE 

POSITIVE SPACE:  Curved panels 

NEGATIVE SPACE : Space between panels 

REASON OF STUDY :  In this particular installation, the path is made up of the negative spaces, which are enclosed and 

delineated by the sculpture's solid or positive sections.Layers of negative and positive space are produced as a result, which can 

be seen from various angles. 

 
Figure 2.2.1 Curved Panels 
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