
© 2023 JETIR September 2023, Volume 10, Issue 9                                                          www.jetir.org(ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2309053 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org a436 
 

Nature as Feminine and Femininity as Natural: 

Ecofeminist Themes in Margaret Atwood’s 

MaddAddam 
 

Mrs M Priyadharshini, Ph D Research Scholar in English, Gobi Arts & Science College, 

Gobichettipalayam – 638453 

Dr A Venkateshkumar, Assistant Professor of English, Gobi Arts & Science College, 

Gobichettipalayam – 638453 

Abstract 

This article delves into the ecofeminist themes present in Margaret Atwood's MaddAddam trilogy, a 

captivating work of climate fiction set in a dystopian world. Drawing from the intersection of ecofeminism and 

cli-fi, this study explores how nature is personified as feminine and femininity is intertwined with the natural 

world. Through a comprehensive analysis of the trilogy's narrative, characters, and symbols, the research 

investigates the ecofeminist implications of gendered associations with nature and the impact of patriarchal 

systems on ecological crises. The article examines the representation of nature as feminine, highlighting the 

symbolic significance of female characters in relation to the environment.  

Additionally, it explores the connection between femininity and natural elements, analyzing how 

gendered associations shape ecological perspectives. The research emphasizes the resilience of nature and the 

roles of women as agents of change in preserving and protecting the environment. It delves into the 

reconstruction of femininity in a post-apocalyptic landscape, offering insights into the gendered dynamics of 

survival. Moreover, the article critiques patriarchal systems and anthropocentrism, underlining the consequences 

of male-dominated power structures on both nature and women. It concludes by discussing ecofeminist visions 
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of empowerment and sustainability in the cli-fi world, reflecting on possibilities for establishing a balanced and 

equitable relationship with nature.  

Ultimately, this research contributes to the growing discourse on ecofeminism and climate fiction, 

shedding light on the profound interconnections between gender, nature, and power within Atwood's 

MaddAddam trilogy. The study underscores the significance of ecofeminist perspectives in addressing ecological 

challenges and envisioning a harmonious coexistence with the natural world. 
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Margaret Atwood's MaddAddam trilogy consists of three novels: Oryx and Crake, The Year of the Flood, 

and MaddAddam. The trilogy presents a dystopian world ravaged by ecological disasters and explores the 

complex relationship between humans, nature, and technology. Throughout the series, Atwood weaves 

ecofeminist themes that highlight the interconnectedness of gender, environment, and power dynamics.  

In the trilogy, nature is personified as feminine, and femininity is often associated with the natural world. The 

character of Oryx, a young woman who becomes a symbol of innocence and vulnerability, exemplifies this 

connection. As a figure exploited by corporate interests and abused within the patriarchal society, Oryx 

represents the subjugation of both women and nature. Her portrayal underscores the ecofeminist argument that 

the exploitation of the environment often mirrors the oppression of women.  

The Year of the Flood introduces the Gardeners, a religious group that reveres nature and embraces 

ecofeminist principles. The Gardeners, led by Adam One and Toby, advocate for sustainable living, reverence 

for all life forms, and a rejection of the male-dominated power structures of the corporate world. Toby, a central 

character in the trilogy, embodies resilience, adaptability, and nurturing qualities, reflecting the ecofeminist idea 

of women as protectors and preservers of nature. Throughout the trilogy, the character of Ren, a trans woman, 

challenges traditional gender norms and plays a significant role in the reconstruction of femininity in a post-

apocalyptic landscape. Ren's journey exemplifies the fluidity and adaptability of gender roles, showcasing how 

traditional constructs can be reimagined in the face of ecological upheaval. 

Moreover, the trilogy critically examines patriarchal systems and their role in perpetuating environmental 

degradation. The oppressive corporatism represented by characters like Crake and his corporation, 

RejoovenEsense, highlights the devastating impact of unchecked capitalism on the environment and society. 

This critique aligns with ecofeminist perspectives, which emphasize the connection between patriarchal power 

structures and ecological crises. 
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The ecofeminist themes in the MaddAddam trilogy underscore the significance of gendered associations 

with nature and the need for more equitable and sustainable relationships between humans and the environment. 

Through its diverse cast of characters, the trilogy explores the complexities of gender and power dynamics in a 

world profoundly affected by ecological disasters. Atwood's portrayal of characters like Oryx, Toby, Ren, and 

others exemplifies the ecofeminist vision of women as agents of change and resilience in the face of 

environmental challenges.  

The trilogy personifies nature as feminine, evident in the symbolic representation of Mother Earth and 

the Gardeners' reverence for the natural world. Oryx, a young woman exploited by patriarchal systems, embodies 

nature's vulnerability and strength, underscoring the connection between women and the environment. Female 

characters in the trilogy, like Oryx and Toby, hold symbolic significance in relation to the environment. Oryx's 

innocence and vulnerability reflect nature's fragility, while Toby's connection to animals and nurturing qualities 

align her with the natural world. The trilogy explores ecofeminist implications of gendered associations with 

nature, as seen through the Gardeners' belief in a harmonious relationship with the environment. The critique of 

patriarchal systems in the narrative reveals the link between gender norms and ecological crises. 

Women in the trilogy, such as Toby and the Gardeners, emerge as agents of change and resilience. Toby's 

leadership and the Gardeners' sustainable initiatives exemplify women's roles as protectors and preservers of 

nature. In the aftermath of ecological disasters, femininity is reimagined through Ren, a trans woman challenging 

traditional gender norms. The trilogy explores how femininity intersects with survival in the dystopian setting, 

exemplifying adaptability and strength. 

The trilogy explores the intimate relationship between femininity and natural elements through Toby, a 

central character, who exemplifies this connection through her close bond with animals and her nurturing 

qualities. As a member of the God's Gardeners, Toby embraces ecofeminist principles, valuing the 

interconnectedness of all life forms and advocating for a harmonious coexistence with nature. Her affinity for 

the natural world reflects the ecofeminist belief that femininity encompasses qualities of care, nurture, and 

empathy for the environment. The trilogy unpacks ecofeminist implications surrounding gendered associations 

with nature. Oryx, depicted as an emblem of femininity, becomes a symbol of vulnerability, reflecting the 

ecofeminist perspective that the exploitation of women parallels the exploitation of the environment. The 

narrative critiques the patriarchal systems that exploit both women and nature, raising awareness of the need to 

challenge gender norms perpetuating ecological crises. 
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The trilogy contemplates ecofeminist perspectives on climate change. It draws attention to the 

environmental destruction caused by corporations like RejoovenEsense, exemplified by Crake, who represents 

the patriarchal power structure and its detrimental impact on the planet. The narrative aligns with ecofeminist 

theories by highlighting the interconnections between gender inequality and environmental degradation. The 

portrayal of corporate-driven ecological disasters underscores the urgent need to address gender and power 

imbalances for effective climate action. 

The trilogy deeply analyzes the impact of patriarchy and gender norms on ecological crises. Characters 

like Crake embody the oppressive corporatism, enforcing male-dominated power structures that prioritize profit 

over environmental well-being. The story showcases how these gendered power dynamics contribute to the 

degradation of the natural world, mirroring ecofeminist arguments that patriarchal systems perpetuate 

environmental exploitation. The trilogy's critique urges readers to confront the harmful consequences of 

anthropocentrism and work towards more equitable and sustainable relationships with nature. 

The trilogy highlights the resilience of women as agents of change in the face of ecological challenges. 

Toby's leadership within the God's Gardeners exemplifies women's roles as protectors and preservers of nature. 

The Gardeners' sustainable initiatives and resistance efforts demonstrate the strength and agency of women in 

working towards ecological balance. Ren's journey as a trans woman challenges traditional gender norms and 

showcases the adaptability and resourcefulness essential for survival in a post-apocalyptic landscape. Through 

these characters, the trilogy conveys the ecofeminist message that women can be powerful catalysts for positive 

environmental transformation. By weaving together these ecofeminist themes and character references, Margaret 

Atwood's MaddAddam trilogy offers a thought-provoking exploration of the connection between femininity, 

nature, and ecological consciousness.  

Femininity in a Post-Apocalyptic Landscape within this trilogy unveils a profound reimagining of 

femininity against the backdrop of ecological catastrophes. Ren's journey, as a trans woman, stands as a pivotal 

character whose narrative challenges traditional gender norms while navigating the complexities of a dystopian 

world. Ren's presence is an embodiment of diversity and resilience in the post-apocalyptic setting. Her identity 

transcends societal expectations, reflecting Atwood's exploration of fluidity and adaptability. Ren's 

transformation challenges established gender binaries, thereby underscoring the malleability of femininity in a 

world where societal norms have eroded. 
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The trilogy delves into the intersections of gender and survival, emphasizing that qualities traditionally 

associated with femininity—such as empathy, collaboration, and community-building—become vital tools for 

navigating a harsh and unforgiving environment. Ren's journey exemplifies these qualities, highlighting the 

interconnectedness of gender roles and the ability to thrive amidst adversity. 

 

Through Ren, the trilogy portrays the power of resilience and adaptability as central to survival. Ren's 

evolution as a character showcases the potential for growth beyond imposed gender roles, mirroring nature's own 

capacity for regeneration after ecological upheaval. Her narrative exemplifies the ecofeminist perspective that 

both women and the environment possess inherent resilience in the face of challenges. 

In essence, the "Femininity in a Post-Apocalyptic Landscape" theme in the trilogy, as exemplified by 

Ren's journey, emphasizes the transformative potential of breaking free from gender norms and embracing a 

more fluid, inclusive definition of femininity. It underscores how the reimagining of traditional constructs 

contributes to a society that can better navigate ecological upheaval, adapt, and rebuild in the wake of destruction. 
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