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ABSTRACT: Owing to the lack of tree roots to absorb water, deforestation causes the earth's soil to wash off into water supply 

systems, causing water contamination. Furthermore, the absence of tree roots deprives the soil of essential nutrients required 

for new vegetation to grow. More carbons are released into the environment by deforestation, climate changes take place and 

soil is exposed to runoff, thereby encouraging erosion. The trade in wood products is an apparent source of significant revenue 

for national and local governments as well as traditional rulers and individuals. These are not without serious health 

consequences. This often comes in the form of export earnings, taxes, royalties and personal income for those engaged either 

directly or indirectly in the exploitation of these forest products. Secondary sources of data collection were used for this paper. 
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INTRODUCTION 

'The International Year of Forests' is the year 2011. This classification has built momentum that has brought 

greater attention to the world's forests. Forests cover about a third of the surface of the earth, offering 

numerous environmental advantages, including a significant role in the hydrological cycle, soil protection, 

climate change prevention and biodiversity preservation. Long-term national economic benefits can be 

provided by forest resources. At least 145 countries in the world, for example, are currently engaged in the 

processing of wood. There is ample evidence available that, because of heavy deforestation, the entire world 

is facing an environmental crisis[1]. There has been remorseless destruction of forests for years, and until 

recently we have not been able to comprehend the dimension. No one knows precisely how much of the 

world's rainforests have already been lost and are still being destroyed annually. Sometimes, knowledge is 

imprecise and subject to various interpretations. However, despite increased environmental advocacy and 

awareness, it is clear that the area of tropical rainforest is shrinking and the rate of tropical rain forest 

destruction is escalating worldwide[2]. Deforestation is an alternative to permanent non-forested land use, 

such as agriculture, grazing or urban development, for the conversion of forests. Deforestation is mainly a 

problem for tropical developing countries (Myers, 1994) as it decreases tropical forest areas, causing 

biodiversity loss and enhancing the greenhouse effect. FAO considers forest planting of trees grown 

specifically for the production of timber and therefore does not identify the conversion of natural forests to 

planting as deforestation. FAO does not, however, regard tree plantations that provide non-wood products as 

forests, while rubber plantations are categorized as forests. Forest loss happens when the ecosystem functions 

of the forest are degraded, but rather cleared when the land remains forested[3]. 

Forests occupy thirty percent of the Earth's land area, or around 3.9 billion hectares. The original land cover 

was measured at approximately six billion hectares, with the Russian Federation, Brazil, Canada, the United 

States of America, and China responsible for 53 percent of the world's total forest area as the most forest-rich 

nations. Another 64 countries with a combined population of 2 billion have been recorded to have forests on 

less than 10% of their total land area and, sadly, 10 of these countries do not have forests at all. 16 of these 

countries had relatively large forest areas of more than 1 million hectares each, and three of these countries 

had more than 10 million hectares of forest, namely Chad, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Mongolia. In 

North and Central America, the forest region has stayed somewhat constant as it has expanded over the past 

decade in Europe. In the last decade, the Asian continent has reported a net gain in forest areas, especially in 

India and China, due to its large-scale afforestation programmer. In comparison, South America, Africa and 

Oceania reported net annual forest area losses[4]. 

World deforestation 

According to one of the leading experts on deforestation rates in tropical forests, Professor Norman Myers, 

"the annual rate of destruction appears set to accelerate further and could well double in another decade." The 

temperate and subtropical regions have been largely deforested. In developed temperate countries, 

deforestation is no longer necessary and, in fact, many temperate countries are now recording increases in 

forest areas[5]. In most cases, developed nations are situated in temperate domains and in tropical domains in 

developing countries. However deforestation was significantly less in tropical moist deciduous forest in 1990-

2000 than 1980-1990 but using satellite imagery it was found that FAO overestimated deforestation of tropical 
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rainforests by 23 per cent (Anon., 2001a; b). However the definition of what is and what is not forest remains 

controversial. The tropical rainforests capture most attention but 60 per cent of the deforestation that occurred 

in tropical forests during 1990-2010 was in moist deciduous and dry forests[6]. However extensive tropical 

deforestation is a relatively modern event that gained momentum in the 20th century and particularly in the 

last half of the 20th century. The 2001 and 2010 FAO FRA reports show substantial deforestation in the world 

during 1990-2010, but this was almost exclusively restricted to tropical regions (Anon., 2001a; 2010). A study 

of deforestation during the 1990-2010 decades. These tables show that during 1990-2010, there was 

substantial deforestation in the world, but this was almost entirely limited to tropical regions. Rowe et al. 

(1992) reported that between 1850 and 1980, 15 per cent of the world's forest was transferred to other land 

uses. Deforestation took place at a rate of 9.2 million hectares per year from 1980 to 1990, 16 million hectares 

per year from 1990 to 2000, and decreased from 2000 to 2010 to 13 million hectares per year[7]. The net 

change in forest area over the last decade was estimated at -5.2 million hectares per year, but the area of loss 

equal to the size of Costa Rica or 140 km2 of forest area per day was smaller than that recorded during the 

period 1990-2000, which amounted to 8.3 million hectares per year, leading to a loss of 0.20% of the 

remaining forest area per year. The current annual net loss is 37% lower than in the 1990s and is equivalent 

to a loss of 0.13% of the remaining forest area per year over that period. By contrast some smaller countries 

have very high losses per year and they are in risk of virtually losing all their forests within the next decade if 

current rates of deforestation are maintained. Indeed some 31 countries do not even make the list because they 

have already removed most of their forests and even if that remains are seriously fragmented and degraded[8]. 

The causes of deforestation 

Expansion of farming land 

Around 60 percent of the clearance of tropical moist forests is accounted for by logging for agricultural 

settlements and other purposes such as highways, urbanization, and the rest by Fuel wood. In the quest for 

subsistence land for the most marginalized people worldwide, tropical forests are one of the last frontiers. At 

less than a dollar a day, millions of people live in the tropical forest, where a third of a billion are believed to 

be foreign settlers[9]. However, when people are forced to relocate as the land degrades, discovering new 

forest frontiers increases deforestation. Deforestation is driven by the growth of farmland. This is because the 

expansion of agricultural land is widely considered to be the primary source of deforestation, contributing 

about 60% of the overall tropical deforestation. Shifting agriculture, also known as slash and burn farming, is 

clearing forested land to raise or grow crops before nutrients are drained from the soil and/or weeds overrun 

the site and then move on to clear more forest. It has also been identified as the primary deforestation agent. 

The primary cause of deforestation was smallholder deforestation development and the increasing number of 

such farmers, especially shifting cultivators (Anon., 1990b; c; Dick, 1991; Anon., 1992a; b; Barbier et al., 

1993; Ascher, 1993; Dove, 1993; 1996; Dauvergne, 1994; Porter, 1994; Thiele, 1994; Anon., 1994c; 

Angelsen, 1995; Ross, 1996). For the most part, all estimates show that changing agriculture accounts for 

around half of tropical deforestation and some report up to two-thirds of it. Shifting agriculture was the largest 

in Asia (about 30%) but only about 15% in the tropical world as a whole. It appears that the proportion of 

direct forest-to-agricultural conversions is increasing and the proportion of agricultural changes is declining 

over time[10]. 

CONCLUSION & DISCUSSION 

Combined with the looming global land shortage, economic globalization raises the uncertainty of potential 

routes of transition in land use. Agricultural intensification in a more interconnected world will cause more 

than less cropland expansion. By spatial management and the use of degraded or low competition fields, the 

obvious tradeoff between forestry and agriculture can be reduced. Community-based forest management, 

which draws on political goodwill and strong community structures, will help tackle this. New climate change 

issues demand immediate action to further explore and safeguard the local importance of forests for 

livelihoods. This is particularly true in the case of emerging activities undertaken as part of REDD+ activities, 

where broad forest governance is associated with it, along with the involvement of citizens to ensure the 

livelihood benefits of forest-dependent people. These revived efforts would preserve traditional ways of life 

and the world's ecologically important forest ecosystems. 
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