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ABSTRACT: Electronic vehicles plying on Indian roads in majority is still a distant dream. Hence, the environmental 

problems pertaining to the pollution by automobiles are still an unwanted cause effect which have a direct impact on the 

health and environment around it. Therefore, in order to govern the protocols followed by the automobile industry and 

regulate the norms shadowed as well as monitored by the automobile industry there have been many enactments of new laws 

as well as many amendments that have been made by the automobile companies. Also, it is important to understand that the 

harm to the environment and steps taken to prevent such harm, both are two way street and neither production industry nor 

the consumer alone can be blamed for it but both are governed and monitored by the same norms set by the laws enacted to 

regulate the automobile sector. This paper titled Legality of Emissions by Motor Vehicles will discusses each of the aforesaid 

factors taking into consideration all the relevant aspects related to the same.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The National Green Tribunal threw a motion to dismiss its decision accusing the falsification of readings of 

emissions from automaker Mercedes Benz. 

The NGT revoked the plea, claiming that the violation of the statute was not justified by any concrete 

material. The plea for review was an effort to re-hear an NGT bench led by Justice A K Goel, NGT 

Chairperson, not authorized. It is alleged that the website of the German Bundesanstalt für Verkehrsträger 

(KBA), contains a prospectus stating that the organization was enough to proceed on its own initiative. We 

have no basis to review the order; the NGT refused on 19 October to take into account the plea claiming that 

emission readings have been fake. 1 

It is estimated that the cost of heat damage caused by additional NO emissions in the Volkswagen group 

vehicles will be approximately Rs 171.34 crore at the base of the subway town, Delhi. Because of the lack 

of methodologies used for measuring the total environmental effect of nitrogen oxide in India, value may be 

seen as cautious. In addition, for Delhi the valuation is based on the fact that the NOx value in the region is 

435 tonnes. This is assumed because of the absence of data on VW vehicles; geographic locations and areas 

of plying caused the destruction and loss over all the years, the Committee said in its report. It told the NGT 

that cars were a big nitrogen oxide source. 

Ailawadi, a school teacher, and others have submitted their applications for a prohibition on the sale of 

Volkswagen vehicles in connection with suspected pollution breaches. 

A cheat system is a technology for the diesel engine to handle emission checks by changing the performance 

of cars worldwide. Following the ARAI check of some models and finding that their on-road emissions 

were 1.1 times to 2.6 times greater than the relevant BS-IV criteria, Volkswagen India announced a repeal 

of 323700 lakh cars in India in December 2015.2 

The automobile giant has acknowledged the use of the defeat system in the 11 million diesel cars sold in the 

United States, Europe and other foreign markets to manipulate the outcome of pollution tests. Following the 

ARAI evaluation, Volkswagen India undertook to rejuvenate the programme by rejuvenating approximately 

3.23 cars fitted with EA 189 diesel engines which allegedly breached emission standards. The company 

however said that in India the reclamation was purely voluntary in nature as it was not subject to any 

emission norms tax, unlike in the United States. 

                                                           
1 B  Brijesh  and S  shreedhara,  “Exhaust  emissions  and  its  control  techniques  in  compression  ignition  engines:  A  review”, 

International journal of automotive technology, Vol.14, No.2, pp. 195-206 (2013). 
2 Ibid.  
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The tribunal heard an appeal from Tanuj Mittal accusing falsification of readings of Mercedes Benz 

emissions. 

The prospectus issued in May suggested that the implementation of the cheat machine in a motor system 

was included as well as the observations recorded in Germany by the Federal Motor Transport Authority. 

This has been the basis for the plea sought for action against the management of the car manufacturer. We 

find that the claimant does not pretend to be a survivor nor does the damage incurred by the applicant prove 

to be the case. He has not proven his ability to protect the needs of individuals who may not be able to take 

the solution directly. In the absence of adequate information, we do not consider it appropriate to entertain 

this appeal, the tribunal said. 

DISCUSSION 

1. As a remedy, what should be expected from the bharat VI norms? 

In the European Union in 2014, the BS VI is similar to the Euro 6/VI emissions standard. More importantly, 

the BS VI regulations entail reductions in the emissions of nitrogen (NOx) and particulate matter (PM) 

tailpipes, which would include the use of the Diesel Particle Filter (DPF) and the select catalytic reduction 

(SCR) systems by almost all diesel engine manufactures. This is essential. They are inserted into what is 

generally called the 'after treatment' device for the remaining exhaust assembly. Often a third ingredient can 

also be added, depending on the producer, an ammonia slip catalyst (ASC). These components are applied 

to the system after treatment, so that the system can work effectively and make the whole exhaust system 

more complicated. Such systems are carefully tuned without impacting efficiency by producers to reduce 

the emissions optimally. The constant, appropriate control and repair of vehicle components has been more 

important than ever with the implementation of BS VI requirements because of its considerable expense to 

replace failed components.3 

2. On-board requests must be taken and adequate action taken by drivers and operators: 

Motorists should ask the repair team for cheat sheets, which should be next to the driver's console for quick 

views. Drivers must become acquainted with control switches in the cheat sheet and the way alert lights are 

read so that they can read on-board queries from the console of the operator monitor automatically and 

respond accordingly. 

Operators and drivers should watch out and familiarize themselves with the sign and color of the "DPF 

regeneration" light alerting. This light shows that the DPF is full of soot and regeneration mode is entered. If 

all the conditions set by the manufacturer are met, the car will automatically go into this mode. 

Operators and drivers should watch out and familiarize themselves with the sign and color of the "DPF 

regeneration" light alerting. This light shows that the DPF is full of soot and regeneration mode is entered. If 

all the conditions set by the manufacturer are met, the car will automatically go into this mode. 

Based on our market analysis that offers a modern technology at affordable prices in comparison with 

combustion motors, a massive price premium is not implemented. The automotive sector must therefore 

concentrate not only on technological development, but also on reducing costs to sustainable standards. 

Overall, it may take decades for fuel cell cars to really compete with combustion engines and definitely won't help car 

makers meet pollution limitations, but they would most likely be the leading technology so every automaker and 

supplier will regard it as a significant area of R&D. Table 1 shows motor vehicle emissions benefits and drawbacks. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 THE AIR (PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1981, Act No. 14 of 1981, Government of India.  
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Table 1: Advantages and Disadvantages Emissions by Motor Vehicles 

 

The NGT fined approximately 500 crore for environmental damage in its diesel vehicles sold in India on the 

local Volkswagen AG (VW) unit, using a 'cheat scheme.' A ban led by NGT President Justice Adarsh 

Kumar Goel to create deterrent was issued by the news agency PTI, which requested a previous penalty of 

171,34 crore, which was recommended by an NGT-appointed committee. Within two months, the German 

car manufacturer was ordered to pay the fine. Sustainable development is the main driving principle. We 

cannot consider the manufacturer's objections to the study, the bench said. In addition, the Central Pollution 

Control Board may consider using the funds for improving air quality in the National Capital Region and 

other heavily polluted areas. Volkswagen India has said that in the software it has not used any cheat that 

just activates the engine's contamination protection during laboratory tests. 

In principle, the ultimate transmission for fuel savings can be the constant variable transmission, since many 

ratios gain fuel saving (CVT). The ratio of the transmission here varies constantly and is hence the most 

economical and reliable way of working in the car. But several fake starting points have been made for CVT 

over the years and whether CVT is entering the industry in the medium term, both of which contribute to 

carbon accumulation and inefficiency, remains unknown. 

Engine cars are releasing to the atmosphere atmospheric contaminants including monoxide of carbon, 

nitrogen oxides, particulate matter, organic volatility and benzene. Air pollution, such as photochemical 

smog, may lead to urban air quality issues and impact human health adversely.  

Additional information is available from the Department of the Atmosphere and Energy on the impacts and 

origins of air pollution. National Pollutant Inventory data indicate that motor vehicles are a major air 

pollution source in Australia's metropolitan areas. However, not all vehicles contribute the same air 

emissions to the atmosphere. 

In GVG, cars with higher air pollution standards yield lower levels of environmental pollutants than 

vehicles with lower fuel emissions standards. The standard air quality standard column represents the 

standard by which each vehicle has been certified successfully in Australia. 

Vehicles fed with gasoline, liquefied oil gases (LPG) or natural gas(NG) are required to conform with the 

carbon monoxide (OC), hydrocarbons (HC) and nitrogen oxides emissions cap under the Australian 

pollution regulations (NOx). In addition to these pollutants, Diesel and Euro 5 or later fuel injection petrol 

motors must now face a particulate matter emission cap. 

In line with the emissions rules, the emission limits for a particular car vary in accordance with the mass of 

the vehicle, the gasoline and whether it is a cargo or a light-duty vehicle. Diesel cars have a greater level of 

nitrogen oxides emissions, and for diesel engines, the emission rate is higher for carbon monoxide. 

The Australian architecture law, which meets the full Euro 5 quality standards requirements, is required to 

comply with all new light vehicles produced on 1 November 2016. Diesel cars are required to meet a 
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particulate number limit in order to comply with this standard. Documentation from a variety of 

manufacturers has been provided to ensure that any of the cars sold in Australia meet the latest standard, 

also known as Euro 6. For diesel engines, the rule imposes tighter nitrogen oxide limitations and requires 

vehicles to comply with particulate number limits for fuel direct injection. 

The GVG will identify vehicles with advanced air quality reliability, because air pollution data are 

dependent upon the emission standards accredited by the vehicle in Australia. It can, however, be recalled 

that certain vehicle models can be certified to a specific levels of emissions in some countries. 

At the discretion of car makers, the decision to certify a vehicle only as a minimum standard or as a stricter 

standard in Australia is taken. 

3. New Vehicle And Engine Emission Standards 

The emission regulations for various emissions management systems in cars set restrictions for how many 

new vehicles and engines are released over a prefixed evaluation period. The standards in vehicle emissions 

go hand in hand with the requirements for fuel quality — particularly fuel lead and sulphur — to allow 

advanced emissions control technology to be used and optimised correctly.4 

In regions with mature systems, such as the European Union (EU), the United States and Japan, pollution 

requirements are usually defined in compliance with the reductions obtained in the legislative timeframe 

deemed by the latest technologies available. Other aspects are also taken into account, such as cost-

effectiveness and security. 

Section 202 in the United States, for example. It is clear that, to protect public health and safety in the 

United States, the Clean Air Act (CAA) states. Administrator of the EPA should follow requirements that 

represent the largest level to be attained by using technologies defined by the administrator for the model 

year that those standards refer to, taking sufficient into account prices, power and the safety considerations 

related to the use of the EPAs. 

The Air Act (1981) defined the Government's right to determine vehicle emissions standards. In India, this 

statute established the regulation. The legislation permits the Indian State's Pollution Control Board, in 

consultation with the Central Pollution Control Commission (CPCB) and with regard to the Air Quality 

Criteria set by the CPCB, 'to determine environmental conditions of industrial plant and vehicle air pollution 

or discharge any air pollution from elsewhere.' 

The statute also allows States the power, set by their Pollution Control Boards, to review, analyze and 

enforce air quality regulations. The Environment Act of 1986 permitted a vast number of items formerly in 

the area of individual states to be controlled by the Central Government. A important difference is that most 

other countries and regions do not name a commission to recommend a long-term carbon map between 

India and others regarding the creation of vehicle emissions standards. The next generation of pollution 

standards was set on the basis of new technologies and policy changes a few years beforehand. 5 

What law would be in place is often unpredictable in advance. It is important to note that standards only 

limit pollutant pollution rates and not gross pollutant emissions into the atmosphere. The entire control of 

pollutants also includes measures to limit the fleet number and volume of vehicles, including cooperation 

with land use planners, road development and maintainment and regulation of automotive emissions and 

other policies. The main objective of this approach is automotive pollution monitoring. 

However, a thorough discussion of the whole set of transport system policies is within this report's reach. 

Emissions constraints are, however, an integral part of an adaptive solution to automotive emissions 

mitigation. 

                                                           
4 INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON CLEAN TRANSPORTATION (April 2016) 
5 Ibid.  
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The Indian approach to automotive emission standards includes: light-duty buses, lorries/motors, 2 and 3-

wheelers, no road building machinery and farm tractors.6 

4. Barriers in Progress in India:  

India's biggest barrier is the delay in establishing future automotive emission standards. Although the 

preparations for tightening emissions requirements are being made by all of Europe, China, and Brazil, India 

just convened the latest Auto Fuel Policy Committee in 2013. What is worse, several other regions have 

permanent government bodies that study and propose pollution standards annually and India has at its 

disposal an ad-hoc panel of experts. 

Since the Mashelkar Committee proposed a review of improvement every five years in 2003 and the issue 

of India's air pollution continues to worsen, it is especially serious.7 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee of Experts is expected to close the gap between the emission standards in India and Europe 

until 2025. In order for the Expert Committee to implement the corresponding fuel quality standards, the 

primary recommendation for vehicle emissions should be more stringent standards for all vehicle types. 

Here, the public health and India's economy will benefit immensely. 

CONCLUSION 

Mint stated the use of the derivatives of the notorious defeat system in the Indian vehicles sold in January 

2017 to a senior official of the Automotive Research Association of India (ARAI). 

With NGT intention, India has joined a group of states which penalized VW in diesel port; a scandal after 

acknowledging that at the end of 2015, it exploited diesel vehicles. While it received US fines, sanctions, 

and compensations for the 580 000 stained diesels which the VW sold in Europe, where the company sold 8 

million stained diesels, for the 580 000 US diesels it sold in the US, its German home country has so far 

only fined over €1 billion. It is not known if VW charged fines to anyone else except the US. 

India is a direct precedent for the NGT order and warns the other OEMs of the strong repercussions, as 

Sridhar V., a partner with Grant Thornton India LLP, said in the event of such an incident. 

This also demonstrates the regulator's compliance with local environmental laws is very serious. Which also 

shows that regulators are concerned about enforcing compliance with local environmental legislation. 

Harmful pollution from different sources have been emitted to the environment, of which vehicles are 

significant contributors to the atmosphere's leakage of poisonous gasses. 

Regular and strict guidelines on maximum permitted toxic emissions from vehicle emissions must be 

defined annually in a specific time interval. Since India is one of the world's biggest automotive markets, the 

environmental air quality has been constantly impacted by the huge number of vehicles. Strict regulations, 

such as BS VI emission standards for vehicle emissions, must also be regulated and enforced in order to 

regulate environmental pollution. 

                                                           
6 Supra 1.  
7 INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON CLEAN TRANSPORTATION 
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