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Abstract 

 Be more concerned with your character than your reputation, because reputation is your brand, it is one 

of your valuable assets. If you lose your reputation you will not succeed in your life. Disgrace (1999) is the novel 

was written by JM Coetzee. Which won him to the Nobel Prize and Booker prize in literature. Disgrace portrays 

the strangeful life the protagonist named David Lurie. “FOR A MAN of his age, fifty-two, divorced, he has, to 

his mind, solved the problem of sex rather well”. He is an old Professor of English Communications at a technical 

University in Cape Town in Post-Apartheid South Africa. His disgrace comes when he seduces one of his students 

and does nothing to protect himself from the consequences. Later he takes shelter with his daughter who is 

dependent on a black man in country side. The aim of the article is to present the themes and the short analysis 

of the novel Disgrace. 
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 The novel Disgrace shows the momentary actions and general happenings in the everyday life. The novel 

initiates the line of having sex that has no love which leads to personal disgrace to David Lurie, Melanie, and 

Lucy. In the novel the female characters suffer a lot from their cohesive identities in the same society. The female 

characters are used as tools and devoted to the male hegemony in the society. Lucy and Melanie are raped and 

trodden while Soraya has a physical relationship with Lurie due to the financial sufferings. Bev Shaw and Lurie 

having mutual and they spend intimate time with each other. Pollux and other two men have raped Lucy. Petrus 

does all the hatred, and untrustworthy bad game with Lucy because he wants to get the land property from Lucy. 

The philosophy and ideology of human relationship present the male hegemony towards women, i.e. Lurie’s 

relationships with Soraya, Melanie with Bev Shaw. The cultural hegemony shows the relationship between the 

two: white and non-whites in the apartheid culture, i.e. Lucy and Petrus. 

 The first theme that can be focused in the novel is Lust. In the novel lust is described as not merely 

fulfilling desire, but other meaning implied there. Sex is used as a way of filling emptiness and loneliness. In this 

novel the author portrays sex as a symbol of domination as in Lucy’s rape. The most important is that sex serves 

as a source of shame as in David and Melanie’s relationship and again in Lucy’s rape, the shame which leads 

disgrace. In the Lucy’s rape she did not make any mistake. Because of Cultural hegemony to rob her farm she 

was raped. But in the case of David and Melanie’s relationship he seduces Melanie. After same times of this 

incident she made a harassment complained against David in the college committee. This leads him to disgrace. 

He dismissed from his teaching position from the university.  

 The next theme the author wants the readers to understand is sufferings. Sufferings in Disgrace appears 

physically, mentally and emotionally. Soraya is a part-time prostitute having sex with David on every Thursday 

due to her financial sufferings. Though she is not interested in that work but to maintain her family she is doing 

that kind of job for particular agency. She lives a respectful life in the outside. We can find physical suffering 

Lucy’ farm, where the dogs were killed by the intruders, David being hit and Lucy was raped by the three men. 

After Lucy’s rape she was mentally disturbed this leads to Lucy as psychological wound. Before the rape she was 
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witty and sociable to all, but after she turns to very quiet and refuses to meet people. We can also see Melanie as 

vulnerable personality. She is actually weak and easily hurt physically and emotionally after the relationship with 

David. Because when this incident comes out her family and her boyfriend will make it as a big problem. So she 

stops attending class, being absent for some lecturing and skips the exam. David also suffers in his needy in 

women that pursue Soraya as well as Melanie to fill his desire and emptiness and also suffers from losing his job 

and status in society. He got mentally suffer when he is incapable of protecting her daughter Lucy from being 

raped. He feels that he fails to fulfill his role as a good father for his daughter.  

 Love and Support are the next theme to discuss in the novel. After David lose his reputation in Cape Town 

for sleeping with Melanie, he goes to his daughter’s farm to stay temporarily to have peaceful life and to escape 

from the problem. Lucy doesn’t force David to talk about what happened in Cape Town. Instead of asking 

questions, she gives him the opportunity to talk about his current issues if he wants to share. However, David 

support Lucy in the aftermath of her rape. Even though David is a womanizer his love for his daughter is true and 

pure. But he could not protect her during the rape. Lucy becomes apathetic after the attack. David urges Lucy to 

report about the terrible incident, to get justice. She decides not to report her rape in order to secure her privacy. 

The last theme is the Society. David is a White man living among the Black society. The novel Disgrace 

takes the readers to the setting of Post-Apartheid South Africa. Where Black people have just gotten their 

existence and acceptance upon their right to stand on the same position as the Whites. In the novel J M Coetzee 

described all the characters as Black and Coloured Africans except David Lurie and his daughter Lucy, they are 

White Africans. But Lucy is living with a Black African named Petrus who helps around the farm. 

The novel Disgrace explores reactions in which humans fight for their rights. It was post-apartheid era in 

South Africa when the novel was written. During apartheid period the White people had full political rights and 

the Black people were forced to live away from white people, go to separate schools, they were dominated by 

them, especially they were treated like an animal. The black people are struggling for their rights to be in the 

same position as the white people in their own native.  

People are treating as slavery in their own place is brutal. Though the novel was written in post-apartheid 

era, the author does not the political issues and the impact of apartheid. He only focuses on the events of the 
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characters’ life incident and their sufferings. The protagonist David Lurie is a 52 years old professor. He lived 

half century of life. He experienced lot, he should have teach moral values to the students but he fails to fallow 

it. He should be the role model for their students but he fails to be professor and incapable of protecting his 

daughter. He should not cross the line with his students. His position in the society is to protect the students but 

he cross the limit with his student Melanie. It shows he is nothing.  

This novel has cultural issues that can be applied in real life. These kind of harassments happened not 

only in South Africa by Professor David Lurie, it happens in everyday and every part of the world. Many women 

are not ready to report this like Lucy in order to protect their privacy to do not bring Disgrace to their family. 
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