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Abstract

ChitraBanerjeeDivakaruniisanIndo-Americanwriter.Shehaswon

manyaccolades and awards.Among hernovels "The Palace ifillusions

capturesthemagicalworldofepicforitstwentyonecenturyreaders.The

Palaceofillusionsisanovelwhichattemptstoredrafttheepic.Apartfrom the

normalandocentricfocusesoftheepic.Divakruni'sDraupadibecomesthe

"hero"andoffersagendereddescriptionoftheepic.Shecreatesanarrative

worldwhereDraupadiisfeelingsandsentimentscomesintoquestionand

thusshefillsup with extraordinarynew viewpointofnarration.Draupadi

occupiesacentralstaturewithallhumanqualities.ThelifeofDraupadioneof

thecelebrated women characterto themodern times.Divakaruni'snovel

facilitatesinforegroundingDraupadiandthustoconquertheancient

conventionalicon,

Keywords:Gender, Feminism,Identity Myth, socialinequalities.

Anepitomeoffeminineassertionisexemplified"ThePalaceofIllusions",

inDivakaruni'srefusestoaccepttraditionalandidealisticapproachinherwork,

rathersheexcavatesthedisturbedpsycheoftheancientmythicalheroine.She

feltthatwomencharactersarepresentedintheepicunjustlyandbiasedlyand
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appearsonlyasobjecttofulfillthenecessitiesofmalecharacters.Theyare

notdepictedashumanbeinghearingtheirownheartandsoul.Shewritesin

theintroductionofquotation.

"Iwasleftunsatisfiedbytheportrayalsofthewomen"theyremainshadowy

figures,theirthoughtsandmotivesmysterious,theiremotionsportrayedonly

when they affected the lives ofthe male heroes,theirroles ultimately

subservienttothoseoftheirfathersorhusbandsbrothersorsonsifIever

wroteabook….Iwouldplacethewomenintheforefrontoftheaction.Iwould

uncoverthestorythatlayinvisiblebetweenthelinesofthemen'sexploits"

BanerjeetakesonIndianepicMahabharataand

weavesanimaginativenovelarounditsmostmaligned&sufferingfemale

characterDraupadi.Draupadiendowedwithacriticalthinkingcapacity,the

writerraiseshervoiceagainstsocialevilsprevailinginthepatriarchalsociety

Draupadiisagoodvantagepointtoobservethedepthandpowerofan

oppressedwoman

"TheplaceofIllusions"ChitraBanerjeeDivakarunihasredefinedtheoldHindu

mythologicalsaga "Mahabharata"from Draupadiviewpoint.Shedoesnot

changethestorynordoessheprovideanalternativeendingbutinsteadshe

offersafreshnewperspectiveimagingseeingitthroughDraupadi'seye.

Draupadiwastremendouslybeautiful,intellectualandrighteouswoman.

TherearefewwomeninHindumythologywhowerebelligerentandwhospoke

theirintelligence in a world ofmen,Draupadiwas one ofthem she is

consideredbymanyasthefirstfeministofIndianmythology.AfterDraupadi

knowsaboutherbirth,weseeaquestioningDraupadiwhodoesnotlikethe
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namegiventoher.Aboutthisshefeels."Somethingmoresuitedtoagirlwho

wassupposedtochangehistory?"Draupadiisseenasawomanwhoisnot

happywithherpresentstatus.Sheisonewhoeasilyreasserts herselfand

remainsherselfasPanchaliwhichisderivedfrom theKingdom ofPanchala,

Shethereforeopposestheshallowlabelthatherfathergaveherandrefuses

toacceptthatherpersonalityistiedbyamaninherlife.

Banerjee'sprincessisayoungrebelatomboy.Sheisdeterminedto

leaveamarkonthisworld.Draupadiisafirebornprincesswithloftygoalsfor

herlife.Sadly,noneofthem cometruewhenmarriedthePandavas.Itisonly

fairthatshekeepthinkingofwherethingswentwrongforherandwonderingif

shemarriedtherightguy(s).ThoughDraupadiseemstobeawomanwho

deteststraditionalwayofliving,shehastheattitudeofbeingatruewifeand

companiontoArjun.WithoutknowingthefeelingsofDraupadi,Kuntiasksher

tomarryherfivesons.Draupadideteststhisideabutshecannothelp,and

sufferswithinherself.Shemarriedtofivemales

Emotionally,weseethebitternessthatshapesupDraupadifrom the

start.Weseeherangry,weseeherwithdraw,weseehercontemplate,wesee

herlashoutinblindfurry,weseehercurious,weseeherloving.Theinsight

intoDraupadi'sinnerdoubtsandfearsbecomemuchourown.Weseethe

princesswhofeltlikemisfitatherowndad'splacebuteventuallyfounda

homein"ThePlaceofIllusion."Draupadi'sstoryisthatofawomansoblindly

confidentofheruniquedestinythatshebroughtaboutherownmisfortunes.

Herpridefell.Andthen,shegrew learnthumilitykindnesssurrenderand

acceptance.Shegrewtofindawoman'spowerinher,Shegrewtoidentifyher
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devotiontoKrishnaandherloveforhim whichisbeyondbodyandmind.

Meanwhile,weneverlosesighthercomplicated friendship withthe

epigeneticKrishnaorhersecretfascinationforthemysteriousmanwhoisher

husband'smostdangerousenemy.Theauthormakestherightamountofof

fictionintothearchaictalewithouttakingawayitsoriginalsflavor.Ihavenever

heardofDraupadi'slovestoryintheoriginal.Thenew Draupadifallsinlove

withKarnawhosheseeshim atherswayamvar.Herloveforhim isonly

intensifiedafterhermarriageandsheyearnsforhim allherlife.Shewouldfind

him capableanddeservingofherlovenotonlybecauseheisandhandsome

butalsohewouldrespectherandtreatherlikethequeen.Sheissodespite

herfateeverytimesheseeshim herheartgivesajolt.Hewasheronetrue

loveuntiltheend.Draupadi'slovestorybeforecomesasurprisebecauseI

have neverimagined the possibilitybefore justassumed thatDraupadi

acceptedherlifeandmarriagewithsatisfaction.Banerjeeexpertlyweavesthe

originalstoriesfrom Mahabharata,whileaddingherownspinevents.

Draupadiis an introspecting woman.She feels she should have

controlledherlaughterwhenDuryodhanfellintowater.But

Draupadicouldnotstopherselffrom smiling.AndDraupadidecidestosolve

theproblem herselfinsteadofseekingYudhisthir'shelp.Shebecomesagood

decisionmaker.Shedoesnotbroodovertheproblemsinsteadthinksofa

solution.Draupadihasbecomeanew womanwhonolongercaresforwhat

peoplewouldthinkofherandherwayofliving.Sheattributesthischangeto

thePalaceofillusions.ThePalacehashasimbuedinherarenewedenergy

confidenceandfreedom.Divakaruni'sDraupadiishighlyself-centeredand
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anxiousandtheonewhowasrigidandawomanwithanunwaveringwill.The

proudandangryheroineoftheepicMahabhrata.Draupadihasremainedan

engmaticwomanofsubstance.Shediagnosticalsherpalaceinchangingthe

historyasprophisiedatthetimeofherbirth.Itisthefateofawomanto

accepthersituationwithoutcomplaint.Buthereisadaringandself-respecting

womanlikeDraupadiwhoquestionstheinjusticedonetoher,Draupadi'slife

showshowwomenareexpectedandforcedtoaccepttheconceptoftradition

andculturewithoutanyquestions.Theview ofDraupadiaretotallydifferent

from thoseofordinarywomenandtheoutcomesareaspowerfulasSheisHer

determination and courage has been explained allthrough the novel.

Draupadi'slifeseekstobreaktheshacklesofstereotypicalconceptofhow

womencanbewomen.

ThusthejourneyofDraupadiwhichisquitedifferentfrom otherwomen,

mortals,ordinarywomencomestoanend.Divakaruniseemstosuggestthat

certainincidentsinthelifeofDraupadiarequitesimilartothepredicamentof

awomaninthetwenty-first(21)century.AsamodernwomanIfeltvery

connectedtoDraupadi,How ChitraBanerjeemanagestowalkthefineline

betweentheoldandnewinterpretationsofthecharacterofastrongwoman.
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