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Abstract

Bharati Mukherjee's Jasmine,amnoveltells the story of young Indiawoman, Jasminan the United States
who is struggling to get assimilated to the hastciety. This resgch paper discusses the identify migration
and its Consequences bnes the struggles of survival analien society.The immigrant life, alienatioand
self-discoverythe essenceof this study. The dislocationloss and the quest foidentity are detailed here.
The heroin of the novalndergoes several transngsions in order to get adapted to the Westeway of life.
She started as Jyatland moved to Jasmine then ttane. In all those lives she westranged from herself.
This article discussesthe journey of the protagonistfrom Jyoti to Jane in search of identityThe
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transformations can be counted as her search for self. This study focusses on different names chosen b
Jyothi in her search for selt. gives importance to immigrarégxperiences of an illegal immigrant, especially
the south Asian’ s.

Keywords: Migrationseltdiscoverydisorientation, alienation.
Introduction

Bharati Mukherjee is an tiian Diasporic writer who focusedn the women migrant, experiencesd
sufferings.All her literacy works aren the and are womertenteredand belong to thecreamy layerof
society who choose ttive in Someforeign land.This particular novel Jasmine discustes Socigpolitical
background of the expatriate life in America. This isiigration narrativewhich elaborates the struggles
behind the American identity. This is the story of an Indian woman aoomes Europeamnodel of
success.

Bharat Mukherjee is an Indian American writer. The cultural backgroahdher novels is West
Bengd She discusses the problemismigration, displacem® as well as alienation. She elaboratesv the
migrants strugglego survive strange land toeroute themselves. The major characteo$ her novels are
laying get assimilatk Her major literary workare The Tiger'®aughter(1971), Wife (1979. Jasming1989),

The Hdder of the World1993 leave it to mg1999, Desirable Daughtef2002),The Tree Prid€004)Miss
New India(2011). Atfirst Mukherjee had published a short story in the name. Jasmine and later developed it
into a fulkledged novel.

The protagonist of the novelasmineborn in an Ingan village in 1965She was born irl965 in
Hasnpur.When the novel starts ghis a pregnantvomanwho turned24 yearsold and living with her lover
Bud Ripplemeyer She narratlksr life from the Punjai to birth to her American adulthood. This biographical
eventsare thebackdropof her life in bwa. She had beea life of full ofunpredictableevents and various
places she was running fromeHlife was full of struggles including two murders, a suicide,pa,rthree
love stories and s maiimg. Throughout the novel the readercan see, that her namand identity is
changing several times. At first she was nandgdti then Jasmine, Jazdase, and Jane She changes her
location fromHanapergo Fowlers Key Florida&2lr Tampa), themo New Yok city Flushing.l®' then runs
away to Manhattan then tdaden &the time of the narration. She is in lowa and latexading towards
California.

Search for self in Jasmine

The novellasminecan be called a novelf ‘identity crisis. It is novel the Ife happenings of a Punjabi
girl named Jyothi She was married to Prakash wh@reparing toAmerica. Just as argther Indian bride
she preparecher mind to accompany her husbd. She was dreamirtger lifein America. But on the day of
his departure he was murdered later her jomey to America wasthe beginning of aseries of
transformation. Quickl shelearned the language and life of Americghe was constantly pursuing every
opportunity to become an AmericarAccording to her Journey was a kind 8&l” i n eginring shb
charged her name tJase'and. At the end she could recognize her husband's murderer and killed him It was
the khalsa lion Sukhswinder whdlled Pr&ash,shethen changed her name to 'Jase' and wentidwa. In
this novel the readers can see that She is changergnameas per newsituation representing the power
women. She discded her identity in her name as well as caste getider. She israexanple for agreat
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adapter. She coulddefeat allthe obstacles irfront of her and could create She camdo America as an
illegal and she was brutally raped immigrant and by once. Throughout her life she was living with some
families. Just like her name, she had different relationships. She could handlgntdem duties and
American dreams. Whethe situagion demandedshe changed from the dutiful wife. Jasmite a more
liberated Jase Sheto a was consciousf hidingher past. She created her new world by inclgdivew values

are as well as idessand skills. All these transitions are visible inred¢stionship with men.

This novel can be considered as the celebration of Individual freedom & which is typical of American
culture Bharati Mukherjees novels create a microcasirindia in the &. All thelndian Diaspora writers
knowingly or unknowingly createn Indianansin US with Indan cuisingc | o t hlangugge,sand customs.
Changingname by the protagonist represents an Indian immigrant woman's Search for seifahen land,
Here the protagonist represents the Indian More relevamtdahe backdrop & the users written by the
novelistlike history culture, identity and immigtian. The character Jasmgan be Considered the sum total
of all as the ideas in the nonfictional works of Bharati Mukherja&hough the story develops through the
backdrop @ the political upheavals in India, does not pay attention to itThe familyof Jyotihad bad sme
expeaience result of partition. Even the ugh this partitioof has a traumatic effect inhie Indian history
Mukher jee doe s nofthesgmevMilions aohpeoptetiost theirdives as a resultvidlenceand
lack of food. Millions of people werdislocated. Women ere kidnapped and rapedBut to this novel
nothing aboutthese facts were Mukherjee describe, the pligiitJasmine's family. Thdelt an acute sense
of displacement. Thewere leading upperclass life inLahore but compelled to leave all behind. They lost
their shops and landssawell as their familpame. Theyad tosettle in a mudhut Jasmine reject this

Marajo, my mother,couldn't forget the Partition Ris. Muslim sacked our houséyeighbors
servants tuggedoff earrings and bangle defileGrottoes sobered my grandfather's horse. Life
shouldn't have turned out. That way | I've never beerL&hore but the loss survives ithe instant
Repay of family story: forever Lahore, smokes, forever my parEfds (41)

The traumatic experience of partition compadl them to exile. Gradually her mother became
pessimistic in |é. Her father couldhot accept the new locdy for since he was obsessedtiwiLahore. He
could not stop wearing karats. He continued listening Pakistadiorbroadcasting. He waeeluctant to
anything in the Inéhn side of Punjab just like women, Punjabi dialect, Mango, mudns trauma had a
persistandinfluence in the second generation. Jasmsays, "Lacking a country adioig all the messiness |
of is as an immigrant eventually harms even the finest Sensikil8)

Their traumais visible in her words when she talks about her father, "He will never see Lahore again
and Inever. Onlyafoot would let itrule his life. But just opposite to her father Jasmine simpigbraced the
messiness f new atosphere as the real place for nehirth. She was not superstitious. She was a
pragmatist, who opposes the astrologer'sns that humans are helpless, in ftoof fate. The reader can
see this in her wordsvhen she had a scar on her face. Her sistelted at her that she mayot get a
husband. But she considered her as helplessamned.

In this novel Bharati Mukherjee lakes lowa as tdemter. Here Jasmineecollects her past. Here
discussthe stories of her childhood, short married life, her travel to Amertdare the central elemenof
the plat is flash back and Here she became. Jane When's memory & her life experiences she was by narratir
the burden of raising girl. She contrsts her birthto ab o ybirtls in which he will be considered aduck.
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The burden of getting married teomeonegiving dowry, all the curses, all her experienaesa punishment

to for the Sin in the past life. The birth and life of a girl is never considered as luckebutdment she
entered the world the thoughtsand discussions about the is also ent€éhe women whaogives birthto
daughtersare more caed. She felt that her mother's past life was full of sins, that is why she has many
daughters All those shows the natum the society in which she was born. But sheswot willing to submit

to these taboos. She has a will to coonft. All the® socialthe circumstanceshowthe Indian society's blind
adherence to the traditionn the childhood itself Jasmine was different from all other girl including her
sisters. She in was an excellent student in skd@ool. She had some intellectual potenioyt all men in her
villagepreferred women without brain. Hereacher helped her to get more edation. She was against the
family normswas courageouto go against her gramdother's words.l n J lfep Heri fifstsdransfornation

was "Jasmine name given hgr husband Prakash. It is her sensere$ponsibility as "Jasmifec o mp e | | €
her to go to Florida. Because, it was her husband's plan. The next transformation was to Jazzy". When sh
met Lillian @rdon, who called her Jazzy, she on opportunity get to head towards New York... In New York
she met. Mr.Vadhera. Havas s professor who Later promised her to get once was parents She started to
work with Taylor Hayes and Wylie Here she was transforméd@aoe”, aname: given by Taylor. It is here

she happened to seBrakash's Murderer Sukhwinder.

Then she went to lowa. Here she was named "Jane" But towards the end she threw away heasname
‘Jane' and in arasideto the astrologer that she wilie-arrange the stars. In alier transformations for
survivalshe had some body to understand her feelings by but the story of her birth to in the middle of
poverty in a village in Punjab was entirely foreign to mother Ripplemeyer. This is reflectesinimela
words:

| thought we could trade some worclass poverty stories, but mine make her uncomfortable. Not
that she's hostile. lis like looking at the name in my passport and seeing"&tahe begining and
deciding that her mouth was not destiddo make those sounds. She can't begin to picture a village
to Punjab. She doesntiy mind stories about New Yodnd Florida because she's been to Florida
many times and seeanough pictures of New York" (P.16)

These wordsshows that even tere is a longcharm between tw foreignersto understandthe
common feelings |ike Sorrow”

Conclusion

In this the sufferings of the protagonist symbolizes the struggles to escape from isolation and

othering. Throughout the novel the readers can see the heroin is thfo@m one insecurity to anothein

this novelJasmint® J y' wasstruggling for personal ideity as well as national in the foreidgand. Inall her
transformation the role of a male is visible. She tells | have had a husband foofeteh women | have
been. Prakash for Jasmine, Taylor for Jase, Bud for Janda¢tafbr Kali (P: 197). All helife can be divided

into different chaptes in accordance with the presea of various men. For her, all these names and were to
fro forgetthe past. Hence, one camssumethat all her Journeys and Transformations are different phases of
her quest for identity. She vgastruggling to find herrue self. Her Journey to the W&s thebeginning ofa
series ofstruggles invhich wasfighting forsurvival. She experienced the worst forms of hardship She could
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come through althose hardshipsnd attained her, own identitynia totally strange land. Bhaid#lukheijee
could successfullgicture. the identity crisis and search for self, through thetagonist Jasmine'.
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