
© 2023 JETIR January 2023, Volume 10, Issue 1                                                                www.jetir.org(ISSN-2349-5162)  

JETIR2301648 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org g381 
 

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) In India 
 

Ayush Agarwal    

Assistant Professor Department of Economics 
Delhi College of Arts & Commerce University of Delhi India 

 

Abstract: 

The GST system follows a dual structure, comprising Central GST (CGST) and State GST (SGST), levied 

concurrently by the Central and State governments, respectively. Additionally, an Integrated GST (IGST) is levied on 

interstate supplies and imports, which is collected by the Central Government but apportioned to the destination state. In 

terms of revenue distribution, the GST Council plays a crucial role. It is a joint forum consisting of the Union Finance 

Minister and representatives from all States and Union Territories. The Council makes decisions on various aspects of GST, 

including tax rates, exemptions, and revenue sharing between the Central and State Governments. Except for one decision, 

all decisions of the Council were taken by consensus. To ensure a smooth transition to the GST regime and address any 

revenue losses incurred by the States, a compensation mechanism was established. The Central Government was committed 

to providing compensation to the States for any revenue shortfall during the initial years of GST implementation. This 

compensation was meant to bridge the gap between the expected revenue growth and the actual revenue collected by the 

States.  It has fostered greater coordination, reduced tax barriers, and streamlined the tax system, leading to improved 

efficiency and competitiveness in the Indian economy. ₹1,57,090 crore gross GST revenue collected for May 2023; clocks 

12% Year-on-Year growth Monthly GST revenues more than ₹1.4 lakh crore for 14 months in a row, with ₹1.5 lakh crore 

crossed for the 5th time since inception of GST Revenue from import of goods 12% higher Y-o-Y; Domestic transactions 

(including import of services) revenue 11% higher Y-o-Y Posted On: 01 JUN 2023 4:32PM by PIB Delhi The gross Good 

& Services Tax (GST) revenue collected in the month of May, 2023 is ₹1,57,090 crore of which CGST is ₹28,411 crore, 

SGST is ₹35,828 crore, IGST is ₹81,363 crore (including ₹41,772 crore collected on import of goods) and cess is ₹11,489 

crore (including ₹1,057 crore collected on import of goods). The government has settled ₹35,369 crore to CGST and 

₹29,769 crore to SGST from IGST. The total revenue of Centre and the States in the month of May 2023 after regular 

settlement is ₹63,780 crore for CGST and ₹65,597 crore for the SGST. The revenues for the month of May 2023 are 12% 

higher than the GST revenues in the same month last year. During the month, revenue from import of goods was 12% 

higher and the revenues from domestic transactions (including import of services) are 11% higher than the revenues from 

these sources during the same month last year. The chart below shows trends in monthly gross GST revenues during the 

current year.  
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Introduction: 

This research paper presents a thorough examination of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime in India, which 

was implemented on July 1, 2017, with the aim of simplifying the country's tax structure and fostering economic growth. 

The paper explores the historical context and rationale behind the introduction of GST, its key features, challenges faced 

during implementation, and the impact it has had on various sectors of the Indian economy. Additionally, the paper 

discusses the effectiveness of the GST in achieving its intended objectives, analyzes the advantages and disadvantages of 

the tax system, and suggests potential areas of improvement. The research is based on an extensive review of literature, 

official reports, and empirical data, allowing for a comprehensive and objective assessment of the GST's performance in 

India.   The implementation of GST has brought about a fundamental shift in the financial relations between the Central 

Government and the State Governments in India. GST is a unified tax system that replaced multiple indirect taxes levied by 

both the Central and State Governments. Under GST, both the Central and State Governments share the authority to levy 

and collect taxes on goods and services. This has led to greater harmonization and uniformity in the tax structure across 

States, promoting economic integration. GST would apply on all goods and services except Alcohol for human 

consumption. GST on five specified petroleum products (Crude, Petrol, Diesel, ATF & Natural Gas) would by applicable 

from a date to be recommended by the GSTC. Tobacco and tobacco products would be subject to GST. In addition, the 

Centre would have the power to levy Central Excise duty on these products. Exports are zero-rated supplies. Thus, goods or 
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services that are exported would not suffer input taxes or taxes on finished products.Small businesses with a turnover below 

a specified threshold (currently, the threshold is ₹ 20 lakhs for supplier of services/both goods & services and ₹ 40 lakhs for 

supplier of goods (Intra–Sate) in India) are exempt from GST. For some special category states, the threshold varies 

between ₹ 10-20 lakhs for suppliers of goods and/or services except for Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Assam 

where the threshold is ₹ 20 lakhs for supplier of services/both goods & services and ₹ 40 lakhs for supplier of goods (Intra–

Sate). This threshold helps in reducing the compliance burden on small-scale businesses.The composition scheme is 

available for small taxpayers with a turnover below a prescribed limit (currently ₹ 1.5 crores and ₹ 75 lakhs for special 

category state). Under this scheme, businesses are required to pay a fixed percentage of their turnover as GST and have 

simplified compliance requirements. 

GST introduced an online portal, the Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN), for registration, filing of returns, 

payment of taxes, and other compliance-related activities. It streamlined the process and made it easier for taxpayers to 

fulfill their obligations.To ensure that the benefits of GST are passed on to the consumers, the government established the 

National Anti-Profiteering Authority (NAA). The NAA monitored and ensured that businesses do not engage in unfair 

pricing practices and profiteering due to the implementation of GST. All GST anti-profiteering complaints are now dealt by 

the Competition Commission of India (CCI) from 1st December, 2022.GST aims to enhance tax compliance by bringing 

more businesses into the formal economy. The transparent nature of the tax system, with the digitization of processes and 

electronic records, helps in curbing tax evasion and increasing transparency.Certain sectors, such as healthcare, education, 

and basic necessities like food grains, are given either exempted from GST or have reduced tax rates to ensure affordability 

and accessibility. 
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is a significant tax reform introduced in India on July 1, 2017. Before the 

implementation of GST, India had a complex and multi-layered indirect tax system, consisting of various central and state 

taxes. The introduction of GST aimed to streamline this system, create a unified market, and simplify the tax structure, 

thereby promoting economic growth and enhancing tax compliance. India's journey towards GST implementation can be 

traced back to the early 2000s when the Kelkar Task Force on Indirect Taxes first proposed the idea of a national-level GST. 

The concept gained momentum over the years, and after several rounds of deliberations and negotiations, the Constitution 

(One Hundred and First Amendment) Act, 2016, was passed in the Parliament, paving the way for the GST rollout.The GST 

replaces various indirect taxes such as Central Excise Duty, Service Tax, Value Added Tax (VAT), and other state-level 

taxes. It follows a dual model with both central and state components, which allows for cooperative federalism while 

maintaining fiscal autonomy for the states. 

The idea of a nationwide GST in India was first proposed by the Kelkar Task Force on Indirect taxes in 2000. The objective 

was to replace the prevailing complex and fragmented tax structure with a unified system that would simplify compliance, 

reduce tax cascading, and promote economic integration. The Empowered Committee of State Finance Ministers prepared a 

design and roadmap, releasing the First Discussion Paper in 2009. The Constitution Amendment Bill was introduced in 

2011 but faced challenges regarding compensation to States and other issues. After years of deliberation and negotiations 

between the Central and State Governments, the Constitution (122nd Amendment) Bill, 2014, was introduced in the 

Parliament. The Bill aimed to amend the Constitution to enable the implementation of GST. The Constitution Amendment 

Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha in May, 2015.  
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The Bill with certain amendments was finally passed in the Rajya Sabha and thereafter by the Lok Sabha in August, 

2016. Further, the Bill has been ratified by the required number of States and has since received the assent of the President  

on 8th September, 2016 and has been enacted as the 101st Constitution Amendment Act, 2016. The GST Council was 

notified w.e.f. 15th September, 2016. For assisting the GST Council, the office of the GST Council Secretariat was also 

established. The GST Council, consisting of the Union Finance Minister and representatives from all States and Union 

Territories, was established to make decisions on various aspects of GST, including tax rates, exemptions, and 

administrative procedures. It played a crucial role in shaping the GST framework in India. On 1st July, 2017, GST laws were 

implemented, replacing a complex web of Central and State taxes. Under the Indian GST, goods and services are 

categorized into different tax slabs, including 5%, 12%, 18%, and 28%. Some essential commodities are exempted from 

GST, Gold and job work for diamond attract low rate of taxation. Compensation cess is being levied on demerit goods and 

ceratin luxury items. To prepare for the implementation of GST, extensive efforts were made to build the necessary 

technological infrastructure and train tax officials and businesses. GST Network (GSTN), a not-for-profit company, was 

created to provide the IT backbone for the GST system, including taxpayer registration, return filing, and tax payments 

Since its implementation, the Indian GST has undergone various amendments and refinements based on feedback from 

businesses and the evolving economic scenario. While the GST implementation initially posed challenges for businesses in 

terms of understanding the new compliance requirements and adapting to the changes, it has gradually settled into the Indian 

tax landscape. It can be said that the history of GST in India showcases a monumental shift in the country's tax structure, 

aiming to create a more unified, efficient, and transparent indirect tax regime for the benefit of businesses and the economy 

as a whole. 

 

Objectives of the Study: 

1. To examine the historical context and rationale behind the introduction of GST in India. 

2. To assess the key features and components of the GST regime and compare it with the previous tax system. 

3. To identify the challenges and roadblocks faced during the implementation of GST and their implications. 

4. To evaluate the impact of GST on various sectors of the Indian economy, including manufacturing, services, 

agriculture, and real estate. 

5. To analyze the economic impact of GST in terms of GDP growth, revenue collections, and formalization of the 

economy. 

6. To assess the advantages and disadvantages of GST from the perspective of taxpayers, businesses, and the 

government. 
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7. To evaluate the effectiveness of GST in achieving its intended objectives, such as curbing tax evasion and promoting 

ease of doing business. 

8. To examine the role of GST in the context of federalism in India and its impact on Centre-State financial relations. 

9. To analyze the implications of GST on international trade, including export competitiveness and harmonization of 

GST rates globally. 

 

Literature Review: 

The word “tax” is derived from Latin word “taxare” meaning to estimate. A tax is not a voluntary payment or 

donation, but enforced contribution, exacted pursuant to legislative authority and is contribution imposed by the 

government, whether under the name of toll, tribute, impost, duty, custom, excise, subsidy, aid,supply, or any other name 

(Chakraborty & Rao, 2010; Garg, 2014).Taxation was first imposed in Ancient Egypt around 3000 B.C.- 2800 B.C. during 

the first dynasty of the old kingdom. Records indicate from that period that the Pharaoh would conduct a biennial tour of the 

kingdom, collecting tax revenues from the people. Other data indications are granary receipts on limestone flakes and 

papyrus.Taxes are the only way for financing the public goods because of their inappropriate pricing in the market. It can 

only be levied by the government, via funds collected from taxes. It is highly important that the taxation system is designed 

in such an appropriate manner that it doesn't lead to any sort of market distortions and failures in the economy. The taxation 

laws should be highly competitive so that revenue can be raised in a highly efficient and effective manner.In India, the 

taxation system was started in ancient times. The early taxation system’s existence can be seen in many ancient books like 

Manu - Smrti and Arthasastra.During the British empire, the entire taxation system of India was transformed. It was entirely 

in favor of the British empire, but it also incorporated modern and scientific techniques of taxation systems. Another 

remarkable transformation came in the year 1922 in the taxation system when Britishers established an entirely new 

administrative and taxation system in India. In this system, the taxation system was categorized in two main categories: 

Direct Taxes and Indirect Taxes. In India, the taxation system is entirely controlled, imposed, and updated by Central and 

State governments. The authority to levy tax is derived from the Indian Constitution, which allocates the power to levy taxes 

between Central Government System and State Government System. 

 

The Indian Taxation System - Scenario Before GST 

Tax policies play a vital role in any country's progress and have a direct impact on any country's economy in terms 

of efficiency and equity. A good taxation policy is that which takes care of the entire income distribution and also generates 

tax revenues in such a manner for Central and State Governments, which can lead to overall benefit in the nation's 

infrastructure, defense, public amenities, people's security, and a country's exports.The entire framework to impose indirect 

taxes comes under Constitutional provisions of India. Article 246, Seventh Schedule gives the right to Central and State 

Governments to levy taxes and collect indirect taxes on the basis of goods and services transactions. The taxation system 

varies from manufacturer to manufacturer on point of sale or level of imports or exports. Indirect taxation based collection 

systems are based on origin, and are designed to impose tax and collect the same at the event of happening of any taxable 

activity.The Figure 1 depicts a tabular representation of Indian indirect taxation system as per Article 246 of the Indian 

Constitution System. The following Table 1 gives a tabular representation of taxes imposed and collected by Central and 

State Governments of India. 

 

Journey of Indirect Taxation Tax & Important Turning Points in India :  

The following points highlight the 
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Figure1.IndianIndirectTaxationSystemasperArticle246 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:ReproducedfromJain(n.d.)fromhttps://www.caclubindia.com/articles/goods-and-st-basics-25424.asp 

Table 1. Taxes Imposed and Collected by Central and State Governments in India 

 
 

journey of Indian indirect taxation and turning points, which reformed the taxation system till date before the 

introduction of GST taxation system in India. 

1. 1974: Report of LK Jha Committee suggested introduction of VAT system. 1986: Introduction of restricted VAT 

called “MODVAT”. 

2. 1991: Chelliah Committee report recommended “VAT/GST” and recommendations accepted by the Government. 

1994: Service Tax introduction. 

3. 1999: Empowered Committee formation on State VAT. 

4. 2000: Introduction of Uniform Floor State Tax Rates and abolition of tax-related incentives granted by State 

Governments. 

5. 2003: Implementation of VAT system in Haryana. 

6. 2004: Strong progress towards introduction of CENVAT. 

7. 2005-06: Implementation of VAT based taxation system in 26+ states in India. 

8. 2007: First GST Stuffy released by Mr. P. Shome in January; Finance Minister speech carries the introduction of GST 

in Budget; CST phase out starts in April 2007; joint working group created and reports submitted. 

9. 2008: EC rolls out the GST Structure of Taxation System in April 2008. 2009: Date proposed for Implementation as 

April 1, 2010. 

10. 2010: Department of Revenue commented on GST discussion paper and finance minister suggested probable GST 

rate. 

11. 2011: Team was created to lay down the road map for GST and 115th Constitutional Amendment Bill for GST was 

laid down by the Parliament. 

12. 2012: Negative list regime for service tax was implemented. 

13. 2013: Parliamentary Standing committee submitted its report on the Bill. 

14. 2014: 115th Amendment Bill lapsed and was reintroduced in 122nd Constitutional Amendment Bill. 

 

Data Collection:  

Data related to GST implementation, economic indicators, trade statistics, and sectoral performance will be 

collected from official sources such as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Ministry of Finance, Central Board of Indirect 

Taxes and Customs (CBIC), and other relevant agencies. Data collection plays a crucial role in analyzing the 

implementation and impact of Goods and Services Tax (GST) on the Indian economy. In this section, we outline the sources 

and official agencies from which data related to GST, economic indicators, trade statistics, and sectoral performance will be 

collected. The data will be derived from reliable and official sources, ensuring the accuracy and credibility of the analysis. 

 Name of Tax  When it was Imposed?  Imposed by Collected by

Central Excise Duty  Goods manufactured in India (Excluding Goods manufactured in SEZ in India). Central Govt.
 Central Govt.

Service Tax  Any sort of service in territory (wherever applicable). Central Govt.  Central Govt.

Sales Tax / VAT  Sales of Goods within state. State Govt.  State Govt.

Customs Duty
 Import of goods to India from any place outside Indian Territory or Export of 

goods outside Indian Territorial Border.
 Central Govt.

 Central Govt.

Central Sales Tax (CST)  Inter-State goods sale.  Central Govt. State Govt.

Local Body Tax (Entry/Octroi) Goods entry to a state outside of state.  State Govt.  State Govt.
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a) Reserve Bank of India (RBI): The RBI serves as the central bank of India and is responsible for formulating and 

implementing monetary policies. It plays a critical role in collecting and disseminating economic data. For GST-related 

data, the RBI publishes reports and bulletins that include information on tax collections, revenue trends, and the impact 

of GST on inflation and consumption. 

b) Ministry of Finance: The Ministry of Finance is responsible for formulating and implementing fiscal policies in India. It 

releases the Economic Survey, which provides insights into the performance of various sectors, tax collections, and the 

overall economic health of the country. It also publishes annual reports and updates on GST implementation and revenue 

collections. 

c) Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC): CBIC is the apex authority responsible for administering indirect 

taxes, including GST, in India. It compiles and releases data on GST revenue collections, taxpayer compliance, and 

export-import statistics. CBIC's official website and reports are valuable sources of GST-related data. 

d) National Sample Survey Office (NSSO): NSSO conducts periodic surveys on various economic and social aspects in 

India. These surveys provide valuable data on household consumption, informal sector activities, and the impact of GST 

on different income groups. 

e) Central Statistical Office (CSO): CSO is responsible for collecting and publishing official statistics related to national 

income, production, and consumption patterns. Data from the CSO provides insights into the overall economic 

performance and the impact of GST on GDP growth and other economic indicators. 

 
Data Related to GST Implementation: 

a) GST Council Reports: The GST Council regularly releases reports that provide updates on policy decisions, rate 

changes, and the implementation status of GST. These reports shed light on the progress of GST implementation and 

challenges faced during the transition phase. 

b) Tax Revenue Data: Data related to GST revenue collections and tax compliance are crucial for assessing the 

effectiveness of the tax regime. This data will be collected from official reports and publications of the Ministry of 

Finance and CBIC. 

c) Input Tax Credit (ITC) Data: ITC utilization data will be gathered to analyze the extent to which businesses are availing 

benefits under the GST system. 

 

Economic Indicators: 

a) GDP Growth Data: GDP growth data will be collected from official reports published by the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation (MoSPI) and the CSO. 

b) Inflation Data: Inflation data will be sourced from the RBI's reports and publications, including the Monetary Policy 

Report and the Consumer Price Index (CPI) data. 

c) Trade Balance and Export-Import Data: Export and import data will be collected from the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry and the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) to assess the impact of GST on trade dynamics. 

 

Sectoral Performance: 

Data on the performance of various sectors such as manufacturing, services, agriculture, and real estate will be 

collected from official reports, surveys, and publications of relevant ministries and agencies. Sector-specific performance 

indicators, tax collections, and challenges faced by different sectors under GST will be analyzed. 

 

Data Analysis: 
The collected data will be analyzed using appropriate statistical tools and economic models to derive meaningful 

insights into the impact of GST on different sectors and the overall economy. Data analysis plays a critical role in 

understanding the impact of Goods and Services Tax (GST) on various sectors and the overall Indian economy. This section 

outlines the statistical tools and economic models that will be employed to analyze the collected data. The analysis aims to 
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derive meaningful insights into the effects of GST on economic growth, tax revenue, trade dynamics, sectoral performance, 

and overall fiscal consolidation. 

 

Descriptive Analysis:  

Descriptive analysis will be conducted to summarize and present the collected data in a meaningful way. This will 

involve computing basic statistics such as mean, median, standard deviation, and range to understand the central tendency 

and dispersion of the data. Time-series plots and graphs will be used to visualize trends and patterns in GST revenue 

collections, GDP growth, inflation, and trade balances before and after the implementation of GST. 

 

Regression Analysis:  

Regression analysis will be employed to identify the causal relationship between GST implementation and 

economic indicators. Multiple regression models will be used to assess the impact of GST on GDP growth, inflation, and tax 

revenue. The models will control for other factors such as global economic conditions, fiscal policies, and sector-specific 

variables that might influence the outcomes. The coefficient estimates will indicate the magnitude and direction of the 

impact of GST on the economy. 

 

Input-Output Analysis:  

Input-Output analysis will be conducted to examine the inter-industry linkages and the ripple effects of GST on 

different sectors of the economy. Input-Output tables will help identify sectors that are highly interconnected and vulnerable 

to changes in GST rates. The analysis will highlight potential cascading effects and help policymakers target specific sectors 

for intervention and support. 

 

Sectoral Performance Analysis: 

Data related to various sectors such as manufacturing, services, agriculture, and real estate will be analyzed to 

assess the impact of GST on their performance. Key performance indicators such as growth rates, investment levels, 

employment, and tax collections will be compared before and after GST implementation. Comparative analysis will provide 

insights into the sectors that have benefitted from GST and those that require additional policy interventions.  

 

Trade Dynamics Analysis:  

Export and import data will be analyzed to evaluate the impact of GST on India's trade dynamics. The analysis will 

focus on changes in export competitiveness, trade balances, and the overall trade environment after the introduction of GST. 

The extent to which GST has facilitated or hindered international trade will be assessed, considering factors such as export 

incentives and input tax credits. 

 

Fiscal Consolidation Analysis:  

Data related to GST revenue collections and overall tax revenue will be analyzed to assess the effectiveness of GST 

in achieving fiscal consolidation goals. The analysis will evaluate the extent to which GST has contributed to increased tax 

revenue and reduced tax evasion. It will also examine the impact of GST compensation cess on state revenues and the fiscal 

deficit. 

 

Dynamic Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) Modeling:  

Dynamic CGE modeling will be employed to simulate the long-term effects of GST on the economy. The model 

will take into account dynamic interactions between various economic agents, market adjustments, and policy responses. It 

will help assess the impact of GST on investment, consumption, savings, and overall economic growth over an extended 

period.  Descriptive analysis will provide an overview of the data, while regression analysis will identify the causal 

relationship between GST implementation and economic indicators. Input-Output analysis will help identify inter-industry 

linkages, and sectoral performance analysis will assess the impact on specific sectors. Trade dynamics analysis will evaluate 

the impact on international trade, while fiscal consolidation analysis will assess the effectiveness of GST in revenue 

generation. Dynamic CGE modeling will provide insights into the long-term effects of GST.The research will include a 

comparative analysis of India's GST regime with similar tax systems in other countries, focusing on best practices and 

potential areas of improvement. 

 

Understanding GST and its Basic Principles: 

Goods and Services Tax (GST) is a destination-based consumption tax levied on the supply of goods and services. It is a 

comprehensive indirect tax that aims to subsume various central and state-level indirect taxes under one umbrella. The basic 

principles of GST include: 

1. Destination Principle: GST follows the destination principle, where the tax is levied at the place of consumption or 

final supply of goods and services. This ensures that revenue is collected by the state where the consumption occurs. 
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2. Input Tax Credit: GST allows businesses to claim credit for the taxes paid on inputs (raw materials, goods, and 

services) used in the production process. This mechanism prevents the cascading effect of taxes and promotes 

efficiency in the supply chain. 

3. Dual GST Model: India's GST follows a dual model with both central and state components. It includes Central GST 

(CGST) levied by the central government and State GST (SGST) levied by individual state governments. 

4. Threshold Exemption: GST provides a threshold exemption limit below which small businesses are not required to 

register and pay GST. This eases the compliance burden for small-scale enterprises. 

5. Composition Scheme: GST offers a composition scheme for small taxpayers with a turnover below a certain 

threshold. Under this scheme, they can pay a fixed percentage of their turnover as GST and avoid complex 

compliance procedures. 

6. Electronic Filing and Compliance: GST implementation involves extensive use of technology, with most transactions 

being filed electronically. This reduces paperwork, enhances transparency, and simplifies the compliance process. 

 

Comparison with the Previous Tax System in India: 

Before the introduction of GST, India had a fragmented and complex indirect tax system, consisting of multiple 

taxes levied by the central and state governments. The major taxes that GST replaced include: 

1. Central Excise Duty: Levied on the manufacture of goods in India. 

2. Service Tax: Levied on the provision of specified services. 

3. Value Added Tax (VAT): Imposed by state governments on the sale of goods. 

4. Central Sales Tax (CST): A tax on inter-state sales of goods. 

5. Additional Duties of Customs: Imposed on imported goods. 

6. Excise Duty on Medicinal and Toilet Preparations. 

7. Special Additional Duty of Customs (SAD) and various other cesses and surcharges. 

 

The previous tax system suffered from several shortcomings, including tax cascading (double taxation), lack of 

seamless input tax credit, and differing tax rates across states, leading to economic inefficiencies and high compliance 

costs.GST, with its destination-based principle and unified tax structure, addressed these issues by providing a seamless 

credit mechanism, eliminating the cascading effect, and fostering a common market throughout the country. 

 

GST Models and Structures in Other Countries: 

Various countries have implemented GST or similar Value Added Tax (VAT) systems. The structure and models of 

GST may vary from country to country. Some common GST models include: 

1. Single Rate GST: Some countries have a single rate GST, where a uniform rate is applied to all goods and services. 

This model simplifies the tax structure but may impact specific sectors differently. 

2. Multiple Rate GST: Most countries, including India, adopt a multiple rate GST structure. Goods and services are 

categorized into different tax slabs, with essential items attracting lower rates and luxury items taxed at higher rates. 

3. Dual GST: Similar to India's model, some countries have a dual GST system, with taxes levied by both the central 

and state/provincial governments. Each level of government is responsible for administering and collecting the tax. 

4. Harmonized Sales Tax (HST): In some countries, a single harmonized tax is applied, combining the federal GST and 

provincial sales taxes into a single tax. 

5. Threshold Exemption and Composition Schemes: Many countries provide threshold exemptions and composition 

schemes for small businesses, similar to India's GST structure. 

Countries may also have specific exemptions and zero-rated supplies for certain goods and services to achieve socio-

economic objectives.Each GST model has its strengths and weaknesses, and the effectiveness of GST implementation 

depends on the specific economic and administrative context of the country. By studying various GST models worldwide, 

policymakers can learn from international experiences and adapt best practices to suit their country's requirements. 

 

Evolution of GST in India  

The idea of implementing a Goods and Services Tax (GST) in India can be traced back to the early 2000s. The 

journey towards GST went through several stages of discussion, deliberation, and political consensus. Some key historical 

developments that led to GST implementation are as follows: 

1. Kelkar Task Force: In 2003, the government of India constituted the Kelkar Task Force on Indirect Tax to propose tax 

reforms. The task force recommended the introduction of a comprehensive GST to simplify the tax system and 

improve efficiency. 

2. Empowered Committee of State Finance Ministers: In 2007, the Empowered Committee of State Finance Ministers 

was formed to discuss the modalities of GST implementation and address the concerns of different states. 

3. Introduction of the Constitutional Amendment Bill: In 2011, the Constitution (115th Amendment) Bill was 

introduced in the Parliament, seeking to grant constitutional status to the GST and pave the way for its 

implementation. 
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4. Delays and Obstacles: The GST Bill faced delays and obstacles in both houses of Parliament due to differences 

between the ruling and opposition parties, concerns of various states, and disagreements over the revenue-sharing 

mechanism. 

5. Formation of GST Council: In September 2016, after the bill was finally passed in the Parliament and ratified by 

more than half of the state legislatures, the GST Council was formed to decide on key aspects of GST, including tax 

rates and rules. 

6. Implementation: After the constitutional amendment and passage of relevant legislation, GST was officially 

implemented in India on July 1, 2017. 

 

Constitutional Amendments and the Creation of GST Council: 

To pave the way for GST implementation, several constitutional amendments were required. The crucial 

amendments included: 

1. Constitution (101st Amendment) Act, 2016: This amendment introduced Article 246A and the Goods and Services 

Tax Council. It conferred concurrent powers to the central and state governments to levy and collect GST on the 

supply of goods and services. 

2. Subsuming Taxes: The amendment allowed for the subsuming of various central and state taxes into GST, ensuring a 

unified tax system across the country. 

3. Creation of the GST Council: The GST Council, headed by the Union Finance Minister and comprising 

representatives from all states and union territories, was created to make recommendations on various GST-related 

issues, including tax rates, exemptions, and administrative matters. 

The GST Council plays a crucial role in decision-making, and its formation ensures cooperative federalism in the 

implementation of GST in India. 

 

GST Rates and Classification of Goods and Services: 

One of the significant challenges during the implementation of GST was determining the tax rates for different 

goods and services. To achieve a balanced approach, multiple tax rates were introduced based on the principle of revenue-

neutrality, while considering the impact on various sectors and consumers. The GST rates are broadly categorized into the 

following slabs: 

1. 5%: This lower rate applies to essential items such as food grains, healthcare services, and other essential 

commodities. 

2. 12% and 18%: Goods and services falling under these slabs include most consumer goods, services, and other items. 

3. 28%: The highest tax rate is levied on luxury goods, automobiles, and some demerit goods. 

Additionally, some goods and services are taxed at a rate of 0% (e.g., certain agricultural products and exports) and 

are considered zero-rated supplies.The classification of goods and services is an ongoing process, with periodic revisions 

and adjustments made by the GST Council to address industry-specific issues and economic conditions.The GST rates and 

classification have undergone changes since its introduction, reflecting the government's efforts to simplify and rationalize 

the tax structure while balancing revenue requirements and consumer interests. 

 

Technology and Infrastructure Challenges: 

GST implementation brought significant technology and infrastructure challenges due to the shift from a 

fragmented tax system to a unified and technology-driven platform. Some of the challenges faced were: 

1. GSTN (Goods and Services Tax Network): The GSTN, responsible for the IT infrastructure and systems for GST, 

experienced technical glitches during the initial rollout, leading to delayed filings and difficulty in accessing the 

portal. 

2. System Readiness: Businesses had to adapt their accounting and billing systems to comply with the GST 

requirements, which posed challenges for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) with limited resources. 

3. Connectivity Issues: In some regions, connectivity issues hindered timely tax filings and compliance, particularly in 

rural areas with inadequate internet infrastructure. 

4. Real-time Compliance: GST requires real-time compliance and invoice matching, which placed a burden on 

businesses to ensure accurate and timely filings. 

5. Training and Awareness: Adequate training and awareness programs for taxpayers and tax officials were essential to 

ensure smooth adoption and implementation of the new tax system. 

 

Compliance and Administrative Issues: 

The transition to GST brought about compliance and administrative challenges for taxpayers and tax authorities: 

1. Complex Tax Structure: Multiple tax rates, exemptions, and classifications made compliance complex, especially for 

businesses operating in various sectors. 

2. Frequent Changes: The GST Council periodically revised rates and rules, leading to confusion and necessitating 

continuous updates in accounting systems. 
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3. Return Filing: The requirement of multiple monthly and annual returns was cumbersome for businesses, especially 

smaller ones with limited resources. 

4. Input Tax Credit (ITC) Reconciliation: Reconciling ITC with the invoices uploaded by suppliers on the GSTN portal 

was a challenge for businesses, leading to disputes and delayed credits. 

5. E-way Bill Implementation: The introduction of e-way bills for the movement of goods above a certain value 

threshold posed initial challenges in terms of system readiness and compliance. 

 

Impact on Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs): 
SMEs faced specific challenges during the GST implementation: 

1. Compliance Burden: Complying with the new tax regulations required SMEs to invest time and resources in 

understanding the complex rules and adapting their systems accordingly. 

2. Technological Readiness: Many SMEs lacked the necessary technological infrastructure and expertise to adapt to the 

online tax filing and reporting requirements. 

3. Working Capital Challenges: The shift to a GST system impacted working capital requirements, as the tax credit 

mechanism required timely and accurate filing of returns to claim ITC. 

 

Transitional Challenges and Initial Hiccups: 

The initial phase of GST implementation saw some transitional challenges: 

1. Destocking and Inventory Management: To avoid tax losses on existing stock, businesses had to manage destocking 

and plan their inventory effectively during the transition. 

2. Lack of Clarity: Ambiguity in certain rules and classifications led to disputes and confusion among businesses and tax 

authorities. 

3. Invoice and Documentation Reconciliation: Reconciling pre-GST invoices with the new GST requirements proved 

challenging for businesses. 

4. Delayed Input Tax Credit: Some businesses faced delays in claiming input tax credits due to invoice mismatches and 

technical issues on the GSTN portal. 

Over time, the government and GST Council made efforts to address these challenges through various reforms, 

simplification of processes, and increased awareness programs. Despite the initial hiccups, GST gradually stabilized and 

started delivering the intended benefits of a unified and streamlined tax system in India. 

 

 
 

 

 

S.No State/UT May-22 May-23 Growth(%) S.No State/UT May-22 May-23 Growth(%)

1 Lakshadweep 1 2 210 19 UttarPradesh 6670 7468 12

2 Ladakh 12 26 113 20 puducherry 181 202 12

3 Chandigarh 167 259 55 21 Odisha 3956 4398 11

4 Mizoram 25 38 52 22 Kerala 2064 2297 11

5 Arunachal Pradesh 82 120 47 23 Andhra Pradesh 3047 3373 11

6 CenterJurisdiction 140 187 34 24 Uttarakhand 1309 1431 9

7 Andaman and NicobarIslands 24 31 27 25 Haryana 6663 7250 9

8 Delhi 4113 5147 25 26 OtherTerritory 185 201 9

9 Meghalaya 174 214 23 27 Dadra and NagarHaveli and Daman and Diu300 324 8

10 Madhya Pradesh 2746 3381 23 28 Nagaland 49 52 6

11 Sikkim 279 334 20 29 West Bengal 4896 5162 5

12 Bihar 1178 1366 16 30 Jharkhand 2468 2584 5

13 Assam 1062 1217 15 31 Gujarat 9321 9800 5

14 Jammu and Kashmir 372 422 14 32 Rajasthan 3789 3924 4

15 Tripura 65 75 14 33 Chattisgarh 2627 2525 -4

16 Tamil Nadu 7910 8953 13 34 Punjab 1833 1744 -5

17 Telangana 3982 4507 13 35 Manipur 47 39 -17

18 Himachal Pradesh 741 828 12 Grand Total 102485 114261 11
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 Impact of GST on the Manufacturing Sector: 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 Simplified Tax Structure: GST streamlined 

the tax system by replacing multiple indirect 

taxes, reducing compliance burdens, and 

promoting ease of doing business for 

manufacturers. 

 Input Tax Credit: The availability of input tax 

credit allowed manufacturers to claim credit for 

taxes paid on raw materials and inputs, leading 

to reduced costs and improved competitiveness. 

 Supply Chain Efficiency: The removal of 

cascading taxes and the implementation of GST 

reduced the tax burden on inter-state movement 

of goods, improving supply chain efficiency and 

reducing logistics costs. 

 Transition Period: During the initial phase of 

GST implementation, manufacturers faced 

challenges related to destocking, inventory 

management, and adapting to new compliance 

requirements. 

 Classification Issues: The classification of 

goods under different tax rates resulted in 

confusion and disputes for manufacturers, 

especially for products with multiple end-uses. 

 Working Capital: Some manufacturers 

experienced working capital issues due to 

delayed input tax credit claims and timely filing 

of returns. 

 

 

Impact of GST on the Service Sector: 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 Standardization: GST brought uniformity in 

service tax rates, eliminating the variations 

across states and promoting a common market 

for services. 

 Input Tax Credit: Service providers benefited 

from input tax credit on input services, leading 

to reduced tax costs and improved 

competitiveness. 

 Expansion of Service Tax Base: Certain 

services that were previously exempted or 

outside the tax net came under the GST ambit, 

leading to increased tax collections. 

 Higher Tax Rate: Some services experienced 

higher tax rates under GST, impacting their 

affordability and demand. 

 Place of Supply Rules: Determining the place 

of supply for certain services and applying the 

appropriate tax rate posed challenges for 

service providers. 

 

 

 

Impact of GST on the Agricultural Sector: 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 Reduced Post-Harvest Losses: GST streamlined 

logistics and supply chains, leading to reduced 

post-harvest losses and improved market access 

for agricultural produce. 

 Input Tax Credit: Farmers and agri-businesses 

benefited from input tax credit on agricultural 

inputs, leading to cost savings. 

 Exemption and Classification: The 

classification of agricultural products and their 

exemption from GST resulted in certain 

challenges in claiming input tax credits for 

related inputs. 

 Compliance for Small Farmers: Small and 

marginal farmers faced challenges in 

understanding and complying with the GST 

regulations. 

 

 

 

 

Impact of GST on the Real Estate Sector: 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 Increased Transparency: The implementation of 

GST brought more transparency to the real 

estate sector, reducing the scope for tax evasion 

and black money. 

 Input Tax Credit: Developers benefited from 

input tax credit on construction materials, 

leading to cost savings and potential reduction 

 Affordable Housing: While GST rates for 

affordable housing were lower, the complexity 

of availing input tax credit posed challenges for 

developers. 

 Uncertainty during Transition: The real estate 

sector experienced a slowdown during the 

initial phase of GST implementation, as buyers 
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in property prices. and developers adjusted to the new tax regime. 

 

Impact of GST on Export-Import Dynamics: 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 Boost to Exports: Exporters benefited from the 

zero-rated supply under GST, leading to a 

reduction in costs and improved 

competitiveness in the global market. 

 Input Tax Credit for Exporters: Exporters could 

claim input tax credit on inputs and input 

services used for export production, further 

reducing costs. 

 Working Capital for Exporters: Initially, 

exporters faced challenges related to the 

blockage of working capital due to delays in 

claiming input tax credit refunds. 

 Import Costs: GST was applicable on imports, 

leading to increased costs for importers. 

 

 

Consumer Perspective: Price Changes and Inflation: 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 Lower Tax Burden: The rationalization of tax 

rates under GST led to lower tax burden on 

several goods and services, benefiting 

consumers with reduced prices. 

 Elimination of Cascading Tax: GST eliminated 

the cascading effect of taxes, resulting in 

reduced prices for consumers. 

 Transitionary Impact: During the initial phase 

of GST implementation, some items witnessed 

price fluctuations due to changes in tax rates, 

classification, and input tax credit claims. 

 Inflationary Pressures: In the short term, there 

were concerns about inflationary pressures as 

businesses adjusted to the new tax system and 

passed on the changes to consumers. 

 

GDP Growth and Revenue Collections: 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 GST's introduction aimed to create a common 

market, reduce tax evasion, and improve tax 

compliance, which could positively impact 

overall economic growth. 

 A simplified tax structure and ease of doing 

business under GST could lead to increased 

economic activities and investment. 

 During the initial implementation phase, there 

may have been disruptions and adjustments in 

businesses, which could have a temporary 

impact on GDP growth. 

 GST being a destination-based tax, some states 

with higher consumption might experience 

higher revenue growth compared to others. 

 

Impact on Government Finances: 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 GST was expected to lead to higher tax 

collections over time due to improved tax 

compliance and broader tax base. 

 It could help reduce fiscal deficits and improve 

the government's fiscal position in the long run. 

 Initial implementation challenges might have 

led to revenue uncertainties for the government. 

 The revenue-sharing mechanism with states 

could require adjustments and may lead to 

fiscal pressures in the short term. 

Impact on Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and Ease of Doing Business: 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 A unified tax system and the elimination of 

cascading taxes could make India a more 

attractive destination for foreign investors. 

 Streamlining of tax procedures and compliance 

under GST could improve the ease of doing 

business, leading to increased investment 

 During the initial phase of GST 

implementation, businesses might have faced 

uncertainty and disruptions, which could have 

affected FDI decisions. 

 Complex tax rates and compliance procedures 

might have temporarily hampered ease of doing 

business for some sectors 
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Formalization of the Economy and Tax Compliance 

Positive impacts Challenges 

 GST aimed to bring informal businesses into the 

formal economy, leading to improved tax 

compliance and increased revenue for the 

government. 

 Implementation of GST could improve 

transparency in transactions and reduce black 

money in the system 

 Informal sectors might have faced difficulties 

in adapting to the formal economy under GST, 

leading to short-term disruptions. 

 Enforcement and monitoring of tax compliance 

in the vast informal sector could pose 

challenges for the tax authorities. 

 

The economic impact of GST is a complex and ongoing process. While the tax reform is expected to yield long-

term benefits, its immediate impact might vary across different sectors and regions. Additionally, the success of GST in 

achieving its intended economic objectives depends on the government's ability to address challenges and make necessary 

policy adjustments as the economy adapts to the new tax regime. 

 

Advantages of GST Implementation: 

1. Simplified Tax Structure: GST replaces multiple indirect taxes, streamlining the tax system and making it more 

straightforward for businesses and taxpayers to understand and comply with tax laws. 

2. One Nation, One Tax: GST creates a unified national market, eliminating the complexities of different tax regimes in 

various states, promoting ease of doing business, and reducing inter-state trade barriers. 

3. Input Tax Credit (ITC): GST allows businesses to claim credit for taxes paid on inputs, thereby reducing the 

cascading effect of taxes and improving overall tax efficiency in the supply chain. 

4. Higher Compliance: The use of technology and online filing under GST has increased tax compliance as more 

transactions come under the tax net, reducing tax evasion. 

5. Broader Tax Base: GST brings previously untaxed sectors into the tax net, expanding the tax base and potentially 

increasing tax revenue for the government. 

6. Boost to Exports: Exporters benefit from a zero-rated tax structure under GST, making Indian products more 

competitive in international markets. 

7. Rationalization of Tax Rates: GST aims to standardize tax rates across goods and services, reducing distortions and 

complexities associated with differential tax rates. 

8. Reduction in Transit Time: With the elimination of entry tax barriers, the movement of goods between states has 

become more efficient, reducing transit time and transportation costs. 

9. E-commerce Facilitation: GST introduced a simplified tax structure for e-commerce sellers and operators, making it 

easier for businesses to operate in the digital economy. 

10. Transparent and Online Processes: GST's online tax filing and compliance processes promote transparency, reducing 

the scope for corruption and ensuring better tax administration. 

 

Disadvantages and Criticism of the GST Regime: 

1. Multiple Tax Rates: Critics argue that the multiple tax rates under GST create complexity and classification issues, 

making compliance more challenging for businesses. 

2. Compliance Burden for Small Businesses: Smaller businesses faced initial challenges in adapting to the new GST 

system due to compliance and technology-related issues. 

3. Tax on Essential Goods and Services: The taxation of essential goods and services under GST attracted criticism for 

potentially burdening low-income consumers. 

4. Delayed Input Tax Credit (ITC) Refunds: In some cases, businesses faced delays in receiving ITC refunds, causing 

working capital blockages. 

5. Impact on Inflation: During the initial phase of GST implementation, there were concerns about inflationary pressures 

as businesses adjusted to the new tax system. 

6. Increased Costs for Some Sectors: GST led to higher taxes in certain sectors, affecting their competitiveness and 

profitability. 

7. Complexity for Service Sector: The service sector faced challenges in determining the place of supply and applying 

the appropriate tax rates for various services. 

8. Lack of Clarity on Certain Provisions: Ambiguities in certain GST provisions led to confusion and disputes between 

taxpayers and tax authorities. 

9. Real Estate Challenges: The real estate sector experienced a slowdown in the initial phase of GST implementation 

due to uncertainties over input tax credit and property prices. 

10. Compliance Burden for Small Exporters: Small exporters faced challenges related to compliance and obtaining 

export-related benefits under GST. 
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Achieving the Objectives of GST: 

GST was introduced with several objectives, including creating a unified and simplified tax structure, promoting 

economic growth, enhancing tax compliance, and reducing tax evasion. In evaluating the effectiveness of GST in achieving 

its objectives, some key points are: 

 Simplified Tax Structure: GST successfully replaced multiple indirect taxes with a single tax regime, creating a 

unified market and simplifying tax compliance for businesses. 

 Economic Growth: The long-term impact of GST on economic growth is subject to various factors. While there might 

have been short-term disruptions during the initial implementation, GST aimed to promote a more efficient and 

competitive economy over time. 

 Tax Compliance: GST's input tax credit mechanism incentivizes businesses to comply with tax laws, reducing the 

scope for tax evasion and promoting higher tax compliance. 

 Formalization of Economy: GST aimed to bring informal businesses into the formal economy, reducing cash 

transactions and enhancing tax reporting, which could help curb black money and improve tax revenue collections. 

 Revenue Collection: Over time, GST was expected to lead to higher tax collections due to a broader tax base and 

improved compliance, thereby fulfilling the objective of increasing tax revenue. 

 

Impact on Tax Evasion and Black Money: 

Positive Impacts: 

 Input Tax Credit (ITC): The ITC mechanism under GST reduces the incentive for tax evasion as businesses are 

incentivized to report all their transactions to claim input credits. 

 Digital Transactions: The emphasis on online compliance and transparency in GST reduces the scope for tax evasion 

through cash transactions. 

 Unified Tax Structure: GST's simplified and unified tax structure reduces the scope for tax evasion through the 

misuse of differential tax rates. 

Challenges: 

 Initial Adjustments: During the early phase of GST implementation, there might have been some instances of tax 

evasion and attempts to evade the new tax regime. 

 Informal Sector: The informal sector might still face challenges in fully integrating into the formal economy, leading 

to tax evasion possibilities. 

 

 

GST's Role in Curbing Corruption: 

Positive Impacts: 

 Transparency: GST's online and transparent compliance processes reduce the scope for corruption and rent-seeking in 

tax administration. 

 Reduced Interface: GST minimizes the direct interaction between taxpayers and tax officials, reducing opportunities 

for corruption. 

 Reduced Discretion: The standardized tax rates and rules under GST limit the discretion of tax officials, minimizing 

avenues for corruption. 

 

Challenges: 

 Compliance: Despite efforts to reduce corruption, corruption might still persist in cases of non-compliance or false 

reporting by taxpayers. 

 Implementation Challenges: The initial phase of GST implementation might have exposed certain vulnerabilities to 

corruption as businesses adjusted to the new system. 

 

Social and Distributive Impact of GST: 

Positive Impacts: 

 Standardized Tax Rates: GST aimed to bring uniformity in tax rates, reducing regional disparities and ensuring a 

more equitable tax system. 

 Inclusive Growth: The potential increase in tax revenue collections through a broader tax base could support social 

welfare programs and inclusive development. 

Challenges: 

 Impact on Lower-Income Groups: The taxation of essential goods and services under GST might have affected lower-

income groups disproportionately. 

 Regressive Nature: Some critics argue that the multiple tax rates and exemptions in GST could lead to a regressive 

impact on consumption patterns, affecting lower-income segments more. 

The effectiveness of GST in achieving its objectives and curbing tax evasion, black money, and corruption is a 

complex and ongoing process. While GST has addressed several structural issues in India's tax system, there are still 
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challenges to overcome to ensure the desired outcomes are fully realized. Policy adjustments and continuous reforms might 

be necessary to optimize GST's effectiveness and address its social and economic impact in the long run. 

 

Centre-State Financial Relations: 

GST represents a significant shift in Centre-State financial relations in India. Before GST, both the central and state 

governments had the authority to levy and collect various indirect taxes. With the introduction of GST, the power to tax 

goods and services was consolidated into a single tax, shared between the central and state governments.The Constitution 

(101st Amendment) Act, 2016, granted concurrent powers to both the central and state governments to levy and collect GST 

on the supply of goods and services. However, certain goods and services are exclusively taxed by either the central or state 

governments.Under GST, there are two components of the tax: Central GST (CGST) levied by the central government and 

State GST (SGST) levied by the respective state governments. The revenue from CGST is collected by the central 

government, and the revenue from SGST is collected by the states.Additionally, there is an Integrated GST (IGST) on inter-

state supplies, which is levied and collected by the central government. The IGST revenue is then shared between the central 

and state governments based on a pre-determined formula. 

 

Compensation Mechanism for States: 

During the initial years of GST implementation, the government of India had assured the states of compensating 

them for any revenue losses arising due to the transition to the new tax regime. This assurance was given to alleviate the 

concerns of some states that feared a potential reduction in revenue due to the introduction of GST.A special mechanism 

called the "GST Compensation Cess" was introduced to compensate the states for any revenue shortfall. The GST 

Compensation Cess was levied on certain luxury and sin goods to generate revenue to meet the compensation requirements. 

The cess was initially levied for five years from the commencement of GST.The GST Compensation Cess was used to 

bridge the gap between the revenue that the states would have received under the previous tax system and the revenue 

collected under GST. The GST Council played a crucial role in determining the compensation and the modalities for 

distributing the compensation among the states.The compensation mechanism provided a safety net to the states during the 

initial years of GST implementation, helping them adjust to the new tax regime without facing significant revenue shortfalls.  

Cooperative Federalism and GST Council Functioning: 

The functioning of the GST Council exemplifies the concept of cooperative federalism in India. The GST Council is 

a constitutional body formed under Article 279A of the Constitution, comprising the Union Finance Minister as the 

chairperson and finance ministers of all states and union territories as members. 

The GST Council plays a critical role in deciding on various aspects of GST, including tax rates, exemptions, thresholds, 

and other policy matters. Decisions in the GST Council are taken through consensus, ensuring that all states have a say in 

shaping the GST policy.The Council meets periodically to discuss and resolve issues related to GST implementation, policy 

changes, and revenue sharing. It serves as a platform for dialogue and coordination between the central and state 

governments, promoting cooperative federalism and collaborative decision-making.The GST Council's functioning has been 

instrumental in addressing various challenges faced during the initial phases of GST implementation and making necessary 

adjustments to the tax structure based on the evolving economic and administrative requirements.GST has brought 

significant changes to Centre-State financial relations in India, with both levels of government actively involved in tax 

administration and revenue collection. The compensation mechanism and the functioning of the GST Council exemplify the 

spirit of cooperative federalism, promoting shared decision-making and coordination between the central and state 

governments in shaping the GST policy. 

GST's Impact on Export Competitiveness: 

GST has had a positive impact on export competitiveness in India. The introduction of GST created a seamless and 

unified tax structure, which reduced the tax burden on exports and enhanced their competitiveness in the international 

market. Some key points to consider are: 

1. Zero-rated Supplies: Under GST, exports are treated as zero-rated supplies, meaning that exporters are not required 

to pay any tax on the export of goods and services. This provision helps reduce the cost of exported goods and 

services, making them more competitive in the global market. 

2. Input Tax Credit (ITC): Exporters are eligible to claim input tax credit on inputs, input services, and capital goods 

used in the manufacturing or supply of exported goods or services. This mechanism helps reduce the cost of 

production for exporters, making them more competitive internationally. 

3. Export Refunds: GST provides a timely refund mechanism for exporters to claim refunds of accumulated input tax 

credit or integrated tax paid on exports. This ensures that exporters do not face cash flow issues due to tax blockages. 

4. Simplified Compliance: The GST regime brought about uniformity in tax rates and procedures, simplifying 

compliance for exporters and reducing paperwork. 

GST has improved the export ecosystem in India, making Indian products and services more competitive in the global 

market and boosting exports. 
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GST Implications for Imports and Customs Duties: 

GST has significant implications for imports and customs duties in India. Some key points to consider are: 

1. Integrated GST (IGST) on Imports: Under GST, imports are treated as inter-state supplies, and IGST is levied on 

them. This means that both the central and state governments get a share of the tax revenue from imports. 

2. Input Tax Credit (ITC) for Imported Goods: Businesses can claim input tax credit on the IGST paid on imported 

goods, reducing the tax burden on the importers. 

3. Valuation for Customs Duties: GST has implications for the valuation of goods for the purpose of customs duties. 

The value for the computation of customs duties includes IGST, customs duties, and other applicable taxes. 

4. Cess and Compensatory Cess: Some goods attract additional cess or compensatory cess under GST, which needs to 

be paid in addition to customs duties during imports. 

GST has streamlined the import process and reduced the cascading effect of taxes on imported goods, making it more 

beneficial for businesses engaged in international trade. 

Harmonization of GST Rates Globally: 

Harmonization of GST rates globally is a complex issue and not a straightforward process. Different countries have 

different tax systems, economic priorities, and social objectives, leading to varied tax rates on goods and services. Some 

factors to consider regarding harmonization of GST rates globally are: 

1. Sovereign Decisions: Each country has the sovereign right to determine its own tax policies, including the rates and 

structure of GST. Harmonization would require significant international cooperation and agreement among nations. 

2. Diverse Economic and Social Contexts: Countries have diverse economic and social contexts, which influence their 

tax policies. Harmonizing GST rates across countries with differing economic conditions and development levels may 

not be practical or desirable. 

3. Competitiveness and Fiscal Autonomy: Countries use tax policies, including GST rates, to promote domestic 

industries, meet fiscal requirements, and manage inflation. Harmonization may affect a country's ability to manage its 

fiscal autonomy and competitiveness. 

While complete harmonization of GST rates globally may be challenging, international organizations like the World 

Trade Organization (WTO) and the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) promote 

cooperation and dialogue to reduce trade barriers and ensure fair and transparent tax practices among member countries. 

Bilateral and multilateral agreements between countries can also help in addressing issues related to double taxation and 

ensuring a level playing field for international trade. 

Future Perspectives 
 Seamless Technology Infrastructure: A robust and seamless technology infrastructure is crucial for the successful 

implementation of a complex tax system like GST. Early testing and readiness assessment can help identify and 

address potential technical glitches. 

 Stakeholder Consultation: Active consultation and engagement with all stakeholders, including businesses, industry 

associations, and state governments, are essential to address concerns and build consensus during implementation. 

 Simplicity and Clarity: The tax structure and rules should be as simple and clear as possible to minimize confusion 

and disputes. Frequent changes in rates and rules should be avoided during the initial stages to provide stability to 

businesses. 

 Capacity Building: Adequate training and capacity-building programs for businesses and tax officials are crucial to 

ensure smooth adoption and compliance with the new tax regime. 

Recommendations for Improvement: 

 Continual Review and Refinement: Regular monitoring and evaluation of the GST system should be conducted to 

identify areas of improvement and make necessary adjustments. 

 Rationalization of Tax Rates: Further rationalization of tax rates and fewer tax slabs can simplify the system and 

reduce classification issues. 

 E-way Bill System: Improvements in the e-way bill system to make it more efficient and user-friendly for businesses 

and transporters. 

 GSTN System: Strengthening the Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN) infrastructure to ensure smooth and 

glitch-free functioning of the portal. 

 Timely Refunds: Ensuring timely processing of refunds to avoid working capital blockages for businesses. 

Potential Reforms in GST for Enhanced Effectiveness: 

 Single Tax Rate: Gradual convergence towards a single or fewer tax rates can simplify the tax system and reduce 

compliance burdens. 

 Inclusion of Petroleum and Alcohol: Bringing petroleum products and alcohol within the GST ambit can further 

streamline the tax structure and expand the tax base. 

 Simplified Returns: Simplification of return filing process for businesses, especially small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs). 

 Incentivizing Digital Transactions: Providing incentives for digital transactions can promote a less-cash economy and 

improve tax compliance. 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2023 JETIR January 2023, Volume 10, Issue 1                                                                www.jetir.org(ISSN-2349-5162)  

JETIR2301648 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org g397 
 

 Review of Compensation Cess: A review of the compensation cess mechanism and exploring alternative sources of 

compensation for states. 

 Anti-Profiteering Measures: Strengthening anti-profiteering provisions to ensure that businesses pass on the benefits 

of reduced taxes to consumers. 

 GST Compliance Rating: Introducing a GST compliance rating system for businesses to encourage better tax 

compliance. 

 Incentives for Exporters: Further measures to incentivize exports and make Indian products more competitive in the 

global market. 

 E-commerce and Digital Taxation: Addressing challenges related to e-commerce transactions and taxation in the 

digital economy. 

 Real Estate Reforms: Addressing concerns related to input tax credit and rationalization of tax rates in the real estate 

sector. 

GST is an evolving tax system, and continuous reforms and improvements are necessary to enhance its effectiveness, 

simplify compliance, and promote economic growth in India. The government's commitment to addressing challenges and 

implementing necessary reforms will play a crucial role in shaping the success of GST in the years to come. 

Limitations Of  the Study: 

While conducting research on the impact of Goods and Services Tax (GST) on different sectors and the Indian 

economy, it is essential to recognize and acknowledge certain limitations that may affect the accuracy and reliability of the 

findings. By being transparent about these limitations, the study's conclusions can be appropriately contextualized and 

interpreted. 

1. Data Availability: One of the primary limitations is the availability of data. Although official sources like the 

Reserve Bank of India, Ministry of Finance, and Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs provide 

comprehensive data, there may be gaps or delays in data publication. Some datasets might not be available for the 

entire period of interest, limiting the study's ability to conduct a thorough analysis. 

2. Time Constraints: The study's time constraints might limit the depth of analysis or restrict the inclusion of additional 

variables that could enhance the understanding of GST's impact. Conducting a comprehensive analysis of GST's long-

term effects may require a more extended period, which could be challenging within the study's time frame. 

3. Potential Biases: The analysis may be susceptible to potential biases, both in data collection and model assumptions. 

Efforts will be made to mitigate biases, such as selection bias in choosing certain variables or sectors for analysis. 

Sensitivity analysis and robustness checks will be employed to assess the impact of potential biases on the study's 

conclusions. 

4. External Factors: The impact of GST on the Indian economy is subject to various external factors, such as global 

economic conditions, geopolitical events, and changes in international trade dynamics. Isolating the specific impact of 

GST from these external influences can be challenging and may require careful consideration during the analysis. 

5. Sector-Specific Challenges: Certain sectors may face unique challenges that might not be fully captured in the 

analysis due to data limitations or complex interactions. Different sectors might have different adaptation rates to the 

GST regime, making it challenging to draw uniform conclusions for the entire economy. 

6. Dynamic Nature of GST: GST is a dynamic tax reform, and its effects might evolve over time as businesses and 

individuals adjust to the new tax system. The study's snapshot analysis may not fully capture the ongoing changes and 

adaptations in the economy. 

Conclusion 

The implementation of Goods and Services Tax (GST) in India marks a significant milestone in the country's tax 

history. GST replaced a fragmented and complex tax system with a unified, simplified, and technology-driven tax regime. 

The introduction of GST aimed to create a common market, promote economic growth, enhance tax compliance, and reduce 

tax evasion.Throughout its journey, GST has faced both successes and challenges. It has streamlined the tax structure, 

reduced the cascading effect of taxes, and improved tax compliance through the input tax credit mechanism. GST has 

fostered cooperative federalism by involving both the central and state governments in decision-making through the GST 

Council.However, the initial implementation of GST was not without its share of hurdles. The transition phase led to some 

disruptions, compliance issues, and concerns related to revenue collections. Yet, the government and GST Council 

responded proactively, addressing challenges and making necessary reforms to enhance the effectiveness of GST.GST has 

positively impacted export competitiveness, making Indian goods and services more competitive in the global market. It has 

also contributed to formalizing the economy, reducing tax evasion, and promoting transparency in transactions.To further 

improve GST's effectiveness, continuous reforms and refinements are required. Rationalizing tax rates, simplifying 

compliance procedures, and incentivizing digital transactions are among the key recommendations. Addressing sector-

specific challenges, such as real estate and small businesses, will strengthen GST's impact on the economy.As GST 

continues to evolve, it remains a vital tool in India's journey towards economic growth, fiscal consolidation, and 

formalization of the economy. The government's commitment to cooperative federalism and willingness to address 

challenges will determine the long-term success of GST in fostering a robust and inclusive economic environment for the 
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nation. With strategic reforms and effective governance, GST has the potential to contribute significantly to India's 

economic development in the years to come. 
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