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ABSTRACT: The possibility of natural zeolite as a high ionic and sorbent in pollution management and hydrometallurgical is 

examined in this article. The increase of native zeolites' purity, along with their chemical alteration capabilities to offer 

particular characteristics, could provide an expense treatment option for heavy metal polluted soil and water. Natural zeolites 

are becoming more essential in industrial pollution management, and the degree of technological effort is rising. The widest 

use is unlikely to contribute simply to their cheap cost, but rather to enhanced features and functional properties, which will 

help organic zeolites technology become more feasible. While zeolites have been known for over two centuries, scientists did 

not uncover their appealing physical and chemical characteristics until the 1950s. Hundreds of papers in the theorical journals 

have been written since then. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The majority of the research has focused on ‘synthetic' zeolites, which have now grown into a multibillion-

dollar industry across the globe. During the 1970s, the scientific community became more interested in 

‘natural' zeolites, owing to their discovery in vast mineable quantities, their desirable chemical/physical 

characteristics, and their prospective use in a variety of industries and agricultural technology. Natural 

zeolites have risen in popularity from a scientific curiosity to a fully established mineral business during the 

past two decades [1]. To whom communication should be directed. Adsorbents are crystalline, hydrated 

alumino silicates that include group I and I1 elements such as sodium, potassium, magnesium, calcium, 

strontium, and barium. Zeolites are made up of an alumino silicate ‘framework,' which is based on an endless 

three-dimensional architecture of SiO4 and AlI4 tetrahedra atoms connected by shared oxygen.' -3 Structures 

composed entirely of silicon and oxygen would've been neutral since each ion is distributed by two 

tetrahedral [2]. However, partial substitution of tetravalent silicon by trivalent aluminium and, on rare 

occasions, ferric ion in zeolites results in net eiectro-neutrality of the framework due to the insertion of 

cations into the interstice.- In general, the chemical makeup of zeolites is represented by the following 

empirical formula, where ‘x' is always equal or greater than 2 and ‘M' is the cation of valence ‘n': 

                                                 M2/nO. Al2O4.xSiO2.yH2O  

Differences in how the tetrahedra connect in place in one, two, or three dimensions, as well as the kind of 

other ions that substitute inside the interstices, give rise to a wide range of natural zeolite varieties. Secondary 

Building Units (SBU) are four, five, six, eight, and twelve member rings made up of oxygen tetrahedra that 

are joined to create the pathways and holes of different zeolites (Fig. 1) [3]. 
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Figure 1: Building unit to form channels and cavitites[1] 

1. Natural zeolites and their properties: 

Barrer and colleagues examined the thermodynamic and physiological chemistry of zeolite migration, 

adsorption, and ion-exchange in a series of papers. Meier and Olon,' and Breck, have investigated the 

biochemistry and catalytic characteristics of zeolites extensively. Dyer' created an outstanding introductory 

book on zeolite research that addresses the significance of zeolite materials from both a scientific and 

technological standpoint. However, it's worth noting that the majority of these evaluations focused mostly 

on synthetic zeolites instead of natural zeolites. This section will concentrate on the characteristics of natural 

zeolites, with a particular focus on those that are crucial in pollution management.[3] 

1.1 Separation and adsorption: 

Dewatered zeolites create channels that allow other compounds small enough to reach the cavities to adsorb, 

and the inner adsorption of tiny molecules will keep bigger molecules out. When competing for adsorbent 

surface, the polarity of the adsorbed molecules and its electrostatic forces with the frameworks charge will 

decide which one is preferred. Ion-exchange modification of zeolites allows for selective adsorption 

separation of a range of combinations.  Pressure reduction, temperature rise, replacement by another adsorbed 

species, or a combination of these methods may all be used to remove adsorbed species. Natural zeolites are 

widely utilized in the extraction of carbon dioxide, hydrogen sulphide, as well as other sulphur-bearing 

chemicals from natural gas.  For the elimination of chlorinated and halocarbons, chabazite has been shown 

to be highly effective.  Zeolites have the capacity to selectively extract hydrocarbons based on molecular size 

in the petrochemical sector. Normal hydrocarbon for detergent production may be isolated from motor fuel 

stock using zeolites with channel apertures that allow regular paraffins but just not iso-paraffins or 

aromatics.[4] 

1.2 Ion-exchange reagents: 

In ion-exchange uses, three primary characteristics are important: exchange kinetics, ion-exchange capacity, 

and cation selectivity, assuming the zeolite is in equilibrium with aqueous solution it comes in contact with. 

The time it takes for the counter-ion to get to the exchange site and displace a cation in the molecule is 

referred to as ion-exchange kinetics. The capacity of a zeolite is the amount of milli-equivalents (meq) of a 

particular cation that it can hold on its loaded exchange sites per gram of zeolite. This is due to its cationic 

nature and mole ratio of silica to alumina. The ion sensitivity of a zeolite is determined by the energetics of 

the length between anionic sites, cationic radii, and cationic hydration energies, and is dependent on the 
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excitons of the length between anionic sites, cationic radii, and cationic hydration energies. One of the most 

valuable properties of zeolites is their capacity to exchange cations. The ion-exchange state of a zeolite has 

a significant impact on adsorption and other properties.Ion-exchange rates have been thoroughly 

investigated, and a fast and efficient method of boosting cation-exchange has been devised. The cation-

exchange capabilities of zeolite are typically on the order of 2 meq per gram. The characteristics of the most 

prevalent natural zeolites [5]. 

Natural zeolites are particularly appealing options for removing unwanted heavy metal ions from effluent 

fluids because of their cheap cost and the reality that its exchangeable ions are the comparatively harmless 

sodium, calcium, and potassium ions. The interchange of multivalent metallic ions is challenged by the 

requirement to keep the pH in solution low enough just to avoid the metals' solubility limitations but high 

enough to prevent proton exchange and zeolit hydrolysis [6]. Because of their enormous surface area, the 

local high electric field concentration of the charges on the aluminosilicate framework, and the availability 

of acid sites on the framework, natural zeolites are excellent as catalysts and catalytic supports. Although 

mordenite, chabazite, and offrerite showed excellent breaking activity in the lab and their application in 

cracking has resulted in considerable savings for the petroleum industries, most widely utilized catalysts are 

based on synthetic zeolites [7]. 

DISCUSSION 

2. Application of natural zeolites for pollution control: 

2. 1 Ammonia reduction from municipal wastewater treatment 

Because of the great specificity of clinoptilolite and philipsite, ammonia removal from industrial and 

municipal wastewaters is one of the most researched applications. In 1974, Koon and Kaufman28 utilized 

clinoptilolite to remove ammonia from residential sewage and to evaluate the electron capability of 

clinoptilolite compounds for ammonia and phosphate removal in a sewage treatment facility. Their findings 

revealed that clinoptilolite effectively eliminated and over 90% of the ammonia in household sewage and 

only 60% of the phosphate. Ciambelli et al.9, on the other hand, stated that employing philipsite, a proportion 

of ammonium removal greater than 95% was achieved, leading in NH effluent concentrations far below the 

applicable discharge limits. They also stated that the diamine capacity during depletion and regeneration 

were similar, demonstrating that NaCl regeneration nearly completely stripped ammonium from the 

philipsite. During a continuous procedure that continued for further than 35 cycles of sequential depletion 

and regeneration, they observed no zeolite losses. Similarly, Gaspard et al. investigated use of clinoptilolite 

to remove ammonia from drinking water at low concentrations (1-3 mg dm-3). According to their results, the 

ammonia exchange capacity is extremely modest in comparison to its potential overall capacity, with an 

efficiency of more than 70% elimination. Clinoptilolite, a natural zeolite has garnered a lot of attention and 

has been successfully utilized in municipal sewage facilities to treat ammonia-containing wastes.[8] 

2.2 Caesium and strontium removal from radioactive wastes: 

The elimination and purifying of caesium or strontium radio-isotopes was one of the first uses of ion-

exchange. Natural zeolites have an advantage above organic resin ion-exchange because of their low 

solubility and resilience to deterioration in the face of ionising radiation. Similarly, by dry the zeolite and 

putting it in a container, long-lived radioisotopes may be stored for a long time. The radio-isotope-laden 

zeolites may be transformed to glass with an exceptionally low leah rate at high temperatures. The use of 

porous materials in this sector has focused on three key areas: (1) the extraction of ‘37caesium from elevated 

radioactive wastes; (2) purification of low- and transitional wastes; and (3) the long-term storage of 

radioactive wastes. Clinoptilolite, chabazite, erionite, & mrdenite are zeolites that have a high caesium 

content. ~’ Bray and Fllman discovered in 1971 that mordenite was better at purifying caesium including 

sodium, potassium, and rubidium contaminants. Mercer et al.conducted further research and discovered that 

chabazite is effective in separating radioactive caesium in highly radioactive process wastes. Similarly, Grant 

and Skriba looked at the potential of removing radioactive pollutants from the West Valley Stream in the 

United States utilizing natural zeolites including clinoptilolite, philipsite, erionite, and chabazite. Their 

findings indicated that the both philipsite or clinoptilolite could satisfy the caesium and cobalt discharge 

limits in place at the time, but strontium discharge was more difficult to manage. Although natural zeolites 

have been shown to be effective in the removal of low-level radioactive wastes, only artificial zeolites have 

been utilized commercially to far. The Three Mile Island Nuclear Power Plant disaster in Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania, is an excellent example of how mixed synthetic zeolite beds consisting of IONSIV-96 resin 
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and IONSIV-51 resin were utilized to remove Cs+/Na+ and Sr'+/Na+ from low-level radioactive waste, 

respectively.[9] 

2.3  Heavy metal removal from industrial wastewaters: 

Zeolites have excellent selectivities for a variety of heavy metals, making them ideal for removing valuable 

and semi-precious metal as well as generated from industrial or processing waste fluids. Natural zeolites 

have been studied for the removal of metal ions, copper, lead, and zinc in waste waters because to their 

widespread availability, especially in Japan and the United States. Clinoptilolite has been found to exhibit 

excellent high selectivity for much of the toxic substances of concern, making it one of the most researched 

natural zeolites. Clinoptilolite is highly selective for barium and lead, but less selective for copper, cadmium, 

and zinc, according to Semmens and Sefarth and Semmens and Martin. They indicated that the zeolite 

treatment technique has a substantial impact on clinoptilolite exchange capacity, and that the zeolite must be 

treated with Nacl concentration for at least two tiredness cycles when equilibrium capacities are evaluated. 

Aiello et al. studied the chabazite's capacity to remove iron or magnesium from artificial metal wastes in 

1980. For iron removal, they used a combination of ion-exchange and oxidation, while for magnesium 

removal, they used a combination of ion-exchange and absorption. In comparison to oxidation and 

absorption, the experimental results indicated that ion-exchange was the dominating mechanism as flow rate 

increased. Blanchard et al.39 investigated the selectivity of sodium-exchanged clinoptilolite for the 

elimination of toxic metals from fluids in the aqueous ammonia ions in 1984. When working with trace level 

(100-500 µg dm-3), they discovered that the zeolite's effectiveness decreased in the following order: 

Pn2+ > NH4
+ > Cu2+, Cd2+, Sr2+, Zn2+ > Co2+ 

They also discovered that treatment with NaCl improves the zeolite's capacity and that regeneration is 

possible. Excluding the chromium ion, zeolite was effective in pollution management when combined with 

NaCl. During the regeneration phase, the metal ions are concentrated by the a factor of 30. The majority of 

metal sorption research using natural zeolites has concentrated on finding selectivity series for different 

zeolites, however these studies haven't addressed the basic issues required to put this technology into 

practice.[10] 

CONCLUSION 

Natural zeolites' use in pollution management applications is largely determined by their ion-exchange 

capacities and porous, three-dimensional framework structure, which is predominantly made up of silica 

tetrahedra. Several studies have established experimental measurements selective patterns of zeolites for a 

variety of metals, but they all concur that clinoptilolite has a high affinity for led. The majority of them, 

however, claim that processing of natural zeolites improves their ion-exchange capacity. If the usage of 

natural zeolites is to expand, pretreatment to improve purity and pharmacological modification to create 

particular characteristics will need to be developed. The effect of metal species on the ionexchange capacity 

of natural zeolites have received very little experimental attention. The kind of ionic metals species found in 

solution is known to be influenced by pH and metal content. As a result, depending on the device's chemistry, 

some metal species will predominate in the aqueous solution, contending with some other ionic species for 

zeolites' exchange sites. Finally, most natural zeolites research has thus far centered on determining metal 

selectivities for different zeolites. None of these research, however, focused on the basic issues of putting 

zeolite technology into practice. 
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