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Abstract :  This research investigates the relationship between socio-economic status (SES) and the educational aspirations, career 

aspirations, and academic achievement of secondary school students in Ghaziabad. The study examines the influence of SES on 

students' aspirations and performance, providing insight into the disparities that exist within this context. A sample of 200 students 

from ten secondary schools (five private and five government) in Ghaziabad was selected. The study used the Socio-Economic 

Status Scale (SESS-BR), Educational Aspiration Scale (EAS-SG), Occupational Aspiration Scale (OAS-G), and academic 

performance data from students’ previous annual exams. Descriptive statistics and Pearson's product-moment correlation 'r' were 

used for data analysis. The results reveal significant correlations between SES and students' aspirations and academic achievement, 

highlighting implications for educators and policymakers.   

Index Terms – Socio-economic status, Educational Aspirations, Career Aspirations, Academic Achievement, Secondary 

School Students 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Socio-economic status (SES) plays a pivotal role in shaping students' educational and career aspirations, as well as their academic 

achievement. Research shows that students from higher SES backgrounds often have greater access to resources and opportunities, 

which positively impacts their academic performance and aspirations (Sirin, 2005). Conversely, students from lower SES 

backgrounds may face more challenges, leading to lower aspirations and achievement levels (Battle & Lewis, 2002). Educational 

aspirations refer to the level of education students aim to achieve, while career aspirations reflect their professional goals. Academic 

achievement is the measure of students' performance in school, often indicated by grades or standardized test scores. SES, which 

encompasses family income, parental education, and occupation, has been found to significantly influence these three variables. Sirin 

(2005) highlights that SES is a consistent predictor of academic success, with students from affluent families performing better in 

school. This finding is supported by previous studies, which suggest that the availability of resources, such as private tutoring and 

extracurricular activities, improves students' academic outcomes (Dubow et al., 2009). Similarly, researchers argue that SES 

significantly influences career and educational aspirations, as students from wealthier families are more likely to set higher academic 

and career goals (Khattab, 2003). Career aspirations are also influenced by SES, with lower-SES students having fewer role models 

and access to career guidance, thus leading to reduced ambitions (Gottfredson, 1981). Further research suggests that socio-cultural 

factors contribute to the disparities in aspirations among students from different economic backgrounds (Cheng & Starks, 2002). It 

is evident from past research that the impact of socio-economic status (SES) on academic success and career and educational 

aspirations is significant, particularly for students from diverse backgrounds. Research highlights that SES profoundly influences 

educational aspirations and academic motivation, ultimately shaping career trajectories (Bowden & Doughney, 2010). Students from 

higher SES backgrounds are generally more likely to aim for university education, while those from lower SES backgrounds often 

face an "aspirations gap," where their ambitions do not translate into enrollment. Moreover, perceptions of institutional support for 

socio-economic diversity can boost academic motivation among low-SES students, fostering a greater sense of belonging and self-

efficacy. A positive correlation exists between SES and academic performance, with lower SES students typically performing worse 

on standardized tests due to limited resources and support (Lam, 2014). Additionally, changing expectations around university 

applications disproportionately affect disadvantaged students, leading to a decline in their likelihood of applying over time. The 

transition to higher education for low-SES students is often framed as a collaborative effort, emphasizing the necessity for institutional 

support to address socio-cultural gaps and enhance student agency (Devlin & McKay, 2014). Despite the significant challenges faced 

by low-SES students, there is an increasing recognition of their potential, suggesting that with appropriate support, they can achieve 

academic success and realize their career aspirations. 

 

II. THE OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 

1. To find the relationship between socio-economic status and educational aspirations of secondary school students. 

2. To find the relationship between socio-economic status and career aspirations of secondary school students. 

3.      To find the relationship between socio-economic status and academic achievement of secondary school students. 

III. HYPOTHESIS OF THE STUDY 

1. There exists no significant relationship between socio-economic status and the educational aspirations of secondary school 

students. 

2. There exists no significant relationship between socio-economic status and the career aspirations of secondary school 
students. 

3. There exists no significant relationship between socio-economic status and the academic achievement of secondary school 

students. 
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IV. DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

1. The study was delimited to ten secondary schools in Ghaziabad. 

2. The study was delimited to tenth-grade students only. 

3. The study was delimited to a total sample size of 200 students (100 boys and 100 girls). 

 

V. RESEARCH METHOD 

              The descriptive survey method was used to collect and analyze data. This method is appropriate for studying the existing 

relationships between SES, aspirations, and academic performance. 

VI. SAMPLE OF THE STUDY 

 The sample consisted of 200 students from ten secondary schools in Ghaziabad, selected purposively. Five private schools and five 

government schools were included in the sample. From each school, ten boys and ten girls from the tenth grade were selected 

randomly, making a total of 100 boys and 100 girls.  

VII. RESEARCH TOOLS USED 

In this research, several tools were utilized to gather comprehensive data. The Socio-Economic Status Scale (SESS-BR), developed 

by Dr. Rajeev Bharadwaj in 2012, was employed to assess the socio-economic status of the students, providing a clear framework 

for understanding their socio-economic backgrounds. To evaluate students' educational aspirations, the Educational Aspiration 

Scale (EAS-SG) Form P-Hindi, created by V.P. Sharma and A. Gupta in 2009, was used, allowing for a nuanced measurement of 

their educational goals. Additionally, the Occupational Aspiration Scale (OAS-G) Hindi, developed by Dr. J.S. Grewal in 2013, 

measured the career aspirations of the students, offering insight into their future career intentions. Finally, students' academic 

performance was assessed based on the marks obtained in their previous annual exams, providing a quantitative measure of their 

academic achievement. Together, these tools facilitated a thorough examination of the interplay between socio-economic status, 

educational and career aspirations, and academic performance. 

VIII. COLLECTION OF DATA 

     The data for the research was collected by administering the questionnaires to the selected students as per the instructions in the 
manual, scoring was done as per the scoring key and instructions in the manual.  

IX. STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES USED 

Descriptive statistics were used to present the basic features of the data, while Pearson's product-moment correlation 'r' was applied 

to determine the relationships between socio-economic status, aspirations, and academic achievement. 

 

X.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

                     

Table 1: Coefficient of Correlation between SES and Educational Aspirations of Secondary School Students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   To test the hypothesis that "There exists no significant relationship between socio-economic status and educational aspirations of 

secondary school students," the researcher examine the correlation coefficient. With a calculated ‘r’ value of 0.32, which exceeds 

the critical value of 0.139 at the 0.05 significance level with df = 198, the researcher rejects the null hypothesis. This indicates a 

significant positive relationship between socio-economic status and educational aspirations, suggesting that higher socio-economic 

status is associated with greater educational aspirations among students. These findings imply that socio-economic factors 

significantly influence students' educational ambitions, highlighting the need for targeted interventions to support students from 

lower socio-economic backgrounds in achieving their career goals. This supports findings from previous studies (Khattab, 2003; 

Sirin, 2005). 

 

Table 2: Coefficient of Correlation between SES and Career Aspirations of Secondary School Students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Variables 

 

No. 

 

Df 

 

‘r’- Calculate 

Value Table Value (r) 

 Result 

SES 

 

200 198 

 

 

0.32 
0.139 (at 0.05 

level) 
Significant  

Educational Aspirations 

 

 

Variables 

 

No. 

 

Df 

 

‘r’- Calculate 

Value Table Value (r) 

 

Result 

 

SES 

 

200 198 

 

 

0.31 
0.139 (at 0.05 

level) 
Significant  

Career Aspirations 
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             To test the hypothesis that "There exists no significant relationship between socio-economic status and career aspirations 

of secondary school students," the researcher examines the correlation coefficient. With a calculated ‘r’ value of 0.31, which exceeds 

the critical value of 0.139 at the 0.05 significance level with df = 198, the researcher rejects the null hypothesis. This indicates a 

significant positive relationship between socio-economic status and career aspirations, suggesting that higher socio-economic status 

is associated with greater career aspirations among students. These findings imply that socio-economic factors significantly 

influence students' career ambitions, highlighting the need for targeted interventions to support students from lower socio-economic 

backgrounds in achieving their career goals. This implies that students from higher SES families are more likely to aim for 

prestigious and high-paying careers, as also observed by Gottfredson (1981). 

 

Table 3: Coefficient of Correlation between SES and Academic Achievement of Secondary School Students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To test the hypothesis that "There exists no significant relationship between socio-economic status and academic achievement of 

secondary school students," the researcher analyzes the correlation coefficient. With a calculated ‘r’ value of 0.34, which exceeds 

the critical value of 0.139 at the 0.05 significance level with df = 198, the researcher rejects the null hypothesis. This result indicates 

a significant positive relationship between socio-economic status and academic achievement, suggesting that students with higher 

socio-economic status tend to achieve better academically. These findings underscore the importance of socio-economic factors in 

influencing academic performance, highlighting the need for policies and programs that support students from lower socio-

economic backgrounds to enhance their academic outcomes. This is consistent with the findings of Dubow et al. (2009), who argued 

that access to educational resources greatly influences academic outcomes. 

XI. EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 

The results of this study underscore the importance of addressing socio-economic disparities in educational settings. Schools and 

policymakers must develop programs to support students from lower SES backgrounds, such as mentorship, scholarships, and career 

guidance. Teachers should be trained to recognize the unique challenges faced by these students and provide additional support in 

the classroom. Educational interventions must also focus on raising the aspirations of students from disadvantaged backgrounds to 

bridge the gap in academic and career outcomes. 

 

XII. CONCLUSION 
This study demonstrates the strong influence of socio-economic status on the educational aspirations, career aspirations, and academic 

achievement of secondary school students. Higher SES is associated with higher aspirations and better academic performance. To 

foster equal opportunities for all students, it is essential to implement strategies that address the socio-economic disparities affecting 

students' educational experiences. 

REFERENCES 

 

[1]  Battle, J., & Lewis, M. (2002). The increasing significance of class: The relative effects of race and socioeconomic status on 

academic achievement. Journal of Poverty, 6(2), 21-35. 

[2] Cheng, S., & Starks, B. (2002). Racial differences in the effects of significant others on students’ educational expectations. 

Sociology of Education, 75(4), 306-327. 

[3] Dubow, E. F., Boxer, P., & Huesmann, L. R. (2009). Long-term effects of parents’ education on children’s educational and 

occupational success: Mediation by family interactions, child aggression, and teenage aspirations. Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 55(3), 

224-249. 

[4] Gheorghita, M., Faitar. (2011). 6. Socioeconomic Status, Ethnicity and the Context of Achievement in Minority Education. 

Journal of Instructional Pedagogies,   

[5] Gigi, Lam. (2014). 3. A Theoretical Framework of the Relation between Socioeconomic Status and Academic Achievement of 

Students. Education 3-13.  

[6] Gottfredson, L. S. (1981). Circumscription and compromise: A developmental theory of occupational aspirations. Journal of 

Counseling Psychology, 28(6), 545-579. 

[7] Khattab, N. (2003). Explaining educational aspirations of minority students: The role of social capital and students' perceptions. 

Social Policy & Society, 2(3), 123-134. 

[8] Marcia, Devlin., Jade, McKay. (2014). 5. Reframing ‘the problem’: students from low socio-economic status backgrounds 

transitioning to university.    

[9] Mark, P., Bowden., James, Doughney. (2010). 1. Socio-economic status, cultural diversity and the aspirations of secondary 

students in the Western Suburbs of Melbourne, Australia. Higher Education,  doi: 10.1007/S10734-009-9238-5.  

[10] Sirin, S. R. (2005). Socioeconomic status and academic achievement: A meta-analytic review of research. Review of 

Educational Research, 75(3), 417-453. 

 

Variables 

 

No. 

 

Df 

 

‘r’- Calculate 

Value Table Value (r) 

 

Result 

 

SES 

 

200 198 

 

 

0.34 
0.139 (at 0.05 
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