© 2016 JETIR September 2016, Volume 3, Issue 9
The Evolution of Education Policy From Traditional
Methods to Modern Approaches

! Dr. Dharmesh Srivastava (Principal)
Lucknow University, Lucknow

www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

2 Dr. Ranjana Srivastay
Independent Researcher, Lucknow

Abstract: Education policy has undergone profound transformations from traditional, rigid methodologies to more dynamic and
innovative approaches. Historically, education systems worldwide emphasized rote memorization, standardized curricula, and teacher-
centered instruction. However, as societies evolved and new educational theories emerged, the focus shifted towards inclusivity,
personalization, and the integration of technology. This evolution reflects broader social, economic, and technological changes, aiming
to prepare students for a complex and interconnected world. This paper explores the key phases in the evolution of education policy,
examining how historical developments, societal changes, and technological advancements have shaped contemporary education

practices.
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1. Introduction

Education policy has undergone profound transformations from
traditional, rigid methodologies to more dynamic and innovative
approaches. Historically, education systems worldwide
emphasized rote memorization, standardized curricula, and
teacher-centered instruction. However, as societies evolved
and new educational theories emerged, the focus shifted
towards inclusivity, personalization, and the integration of
technology. This evolution reflects broader social, economic,
and technological changes, aiming to prepare students for a
complex and interconnected world. This key phases in the
evolution of education policy, examining how historical

developments, societal changes, and technological
advancements have shaped contemporary education
practices?.

2. Review of Literature

Ross et al. (2010) examined the evolution of technology use in
education, focusing on distance learning, Internet access,
simulations, and educational games. They emphasized the
importance of research in guiding instructional practices and
policies to improve learning outcomes. The paper explored
various definitions of effective technology use in classrooms
and analyzed historical research trends. Additionally, the
authors discussed alternative experimental designs to balance
rigor and relevance, advocating for mixed-methods research to
understand the real-life application of educational technologies.
The paper concluded with a call for future research to address
the complexities of technology in educational settings.

Kamali, M. H. (2011) investigated the gap between classical
and modern Islamic education, focusing on how reforms
brought about by modernity have affected traditional Islamic
educational frameworks. The study delved into the ethico-
religious foundations of learning in the Quran, Sunnah, and
Islamic jurisprudence, considering themes like academic
freedom, knowledge classification, and teaching methods.
Kamali highlighted how Islamic education needs to confront
challenges posed by scientific modernity and rationality. The
paper concluded by suggesting ways in which Islamic
education could integrate beneficial aspects of modernity while
retaining its core principles.

Lingard, B., & Rawolle, S. (2011) analyzed how globalization
has influenced education policy, reshaped the authority of
national education systems and introduced a global education
policy field. The study focused on the shift from nation-state-
centered policy to global frameworks like the OECD's
"knowledge economy" discourse and PISA assessments. The

! Trowler, P. (2003). Education policy. Routledge.

authors used Bourdieu's concepts to understand these
changes, highlighting the impact of globalized educational
politics on national policy-making. They argued that this
rescaling has significant implications for the governance of
education systems worldwide.

Von Glasersfeld, E. (2012) explored the development of
constructivist epistemology, highlighting its relevance to
mathematics and science education. Although the author
lacked direct teaching experience, the paper offered insights
into how constructivist theory can inform educational practices.
They focused on the theory's philosophical roots, examining
how knowledge is constructed based on individual experiences
and interactions with the environment. The essay concluded by
justifying the importance of constructivism in understanding
learning processes and its implications for teaching
methodologies.

Ultanir, E. (2012) analyzed the foundations of constructivist
learning by drawing on theories from key figures like Vico,
Dewey, Piaget, and Montessori. The paper emphasized that
knowledge is constructed through experience and cognition,
with individuals relying on prior experiences to solve problems.
The author examined how these theoretical frameworks
contributed to the development of constructivist educational
practices. The study concluded by interpreting the contributions
of these theorists to modern constructivist learning, particularly
in relation to educational environments that foster independent
and experiential learning.

Slavich et al. (2012) discussed the evolution of instructional
approaches in the classroom over the past 50 years. They
argued that active learning, student-cantered learning, and
problem-based learning share common characteristics that
contribute to a broader framework called transformational
teaching. This approach fosters dynamic relationships between
teachers and students, aiming to promote both academic
learning and personal growth. The authors suggested that
teachers act as intellectual coaches, creating collaborative
learning environments. They concluded that these methods,
when combined, enhance students' intellectual and personal
development, leading to better learning outcomes.

Lingard, B. (2013) explored the relationship between
educational research and policy in the context of the growing
emphasis on "evidence-based policy." The paper highlighted
the often-disjunctive relationship between academic research
and policy-making, while also acknowledging areas of overlap.
Lingard emphasized that research impacts policy in varying
timeframes, with academic research influencing long-term
policy assumptions, while commissioned research often has
more immediate effects. The study concluded by considering
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the capacity of policymakers to engage with research and the
need for a stronger connection between educational research
and policy development.

Lingard (2013) focused on the global rise of test-based
accountability systems in education, analyzing their impact on
schools, teachers, and curriculum. The paper argued that this
shift toward global governance has positioned national school
systems within a global market of educational performance.
Using examples from Australia and other countries, the author
illustrated how these systems have created a "global
panopticism," with schools being measured and compared
across international frameworks like PISA. The study concluded
that these testing regimes have become a central component of
modern education policy, reshaping the goals and practices of
schools.

Zhu, Q., & Jesiek, B. K. (2014) approached engineering
education policy in China from a cultural perspective, analyzing
how Confucianism, Marxism, and economic pragmatism
influence educational practices. The authors used a historical-
philosophical methodology to examine how these cultural
frameworks shape the understanding of engineering and
education in China. They argued that Western scholars and
policymakers must consider these cultural factors when
analysing Chinese education policies. The paper concluded by
suggesting that a cultural approach to policy analysis can
provide valuable insights into the unique challenges and
opportunities in Chinese engineering education.

Yakovleva, N. O., & Yakovlev, E. V. (2014) emphasized the
importance of interactive teaching methods in modern
education. The authors argued that self-learning environments
and practical training should form the core of educational
strategies, enabling students to engage in independent
activities and develop problem-solving skills. The paper
provided an overview of modern teaching methods, such as
case studies, behavioural modelling, and storytelling,
highlighting their potential to enhance student motivation and
competence. The study concluded that these methods, when
applied effectively, could prepare students for professional
success by fostering critical thinking and creativity.

Yazan, B. (2015) analyzed the contested nature of case study
methodology in social science research, focusing on the works
of Robert Yin, Sharan Merriam, and Robert Stake. The author
explored the divergent perspectives on the design and
implementation of case studies, highlighting areas where these
scholars' approaches converged and diverged. Yazan aimed to
provide emerging researchers with a comprehensive
understanding of the diverse strategies available for conducting
case studies. The paper concluded that by combining elements
from each scholar's approach, researchers could create a
methodology that best suits their research objectives.

3. Traditional Education Policies

Early Education Systems (19th - Early 20th Century)

e Focus: Early education was primarily concerned with
basic literacy and numeracy skills. Schools aimed to
provide students with fundamental reading, writing,
and arithmetic skills.

e Methods: The methods employed during this period
were characterized by rote memorization and
repetitive exercises. Standardized curricula were
implemented to ensure uniformity in education.

e Infrastructure: Schools often consisted of one-room
schoolhouses with limited resources. Education was
not universally accessible, and disparities in
educational opportunities were common.

e Teacher Role: Teachers were seen as authority figures
and the primary sources of knowledge. The

instructional approach was teacher-centered, with little
room for student interaction or creativity?.

Post-World War Il Era

e Focus: The focus shifted towards expanding access to
education and ensuring that primary education was
universally available. Governments implemented
policies to increase school enrolment and reduce
dropout rates.

e Methods: Standardized testing became a common
method to assess student performance and ensure
accountability. National curricula were developed to
provide a consistent educational framework.

e Infrastructure: Significant investments were made in
school infrastructure to accommodate the growing
number of students. Compulsory education laws were
enacted to ensure that all children attended school.

e Teacher Role: Teachers were expected to deliver
standardized curricula and prepare students for
standardized tests. The role remained largely
instructional, with an emphasis on achieving uniform
educational outcomess.

4. Transition Period (1960s - 1980s)

Civil Rights Movement and Global Changes

e Focus: Education policies during this period aimed at
achieving equity and reducing discrimination. The civil
rights movement in the United States and similar
movements globally pushed for desegregation and
equal educational opportunities for all.

e Methods: Policies such as affirmative action were
introduced to address historical inequalities. Efforts
were made to create more inclusive and diverse
educational environments.

e Infrastructure: Schools were integrated, and increased
funding was allocated to disadvantaged areas to
reduce educational disparities. Support services were
provided to help underrepresented groups succeed in
education.

e Teacher Role: Teachers became facilitators of
inclusive classrooms, promoting diversity and equity.
They were expected to address the needs of students
from various backgrounds and create supportive
learning environments*.

Emergence of New Educational Theories

e Focus: The focus shifted towards developing critical
thinking skills and addressing individual learning
needs. Education began to move away from rote
memorization towards more interactive and student-
centered learning.

o Methods: Constructivist theories, which emphasize the
active role of learners in constructing their
understanding, became popular. Experiential learning
methods, where students learn through experiences,
were also adopted.

e Infrastructure: Schools introduced new subjects and
extracurricular activities to provide a well-rounded
education. Classrooms became more interactive,
encouraging student participation and collaboration.

e Teacher Role: Teachers were seen as guides and
supporters of student-centered learning. They were
expected to facilitate learning experiences that

2 White, S. H., & Buka, S. L. (1987). Chapter 2: Early Education:
Programs, Traditions, and Policies. Review of research in
education, 14(1), 43-91.

3 Cornia, G. A., Addison, T., & Kiiski, S. (2003). Income distribution
changes and their impact in the post-World War Il period (No. 2003/28).
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4 Goodwin, J., & O'connor, H. (2013). Ordinary lives:Typical stories’ of
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encouraged students to think critically and solve
problems creatively®.

5. Modern Education Policies (1990s - Present)

Technological Integration

e Focus: Modern education policies have increasingly
emphasized the integration of technology in
education. The goal is to prepare students for a
digital world and enhance learning through
technological tools.

e Methods: Digital learning tools, online courses, and
blended learning approaches have become
common. These methods aim to provide flexible,
personalized learning experiences.

e Infrastructure: The infrastructure has evolved to
include smart classrooms equipped with computers,
tablets, and interactive whiteboards. Schools have
invested in technology to support digital learning.

e Teacher Role: Teachers have become facilitators of
digital learning, incorporating technology into their
teaching methods. They are expected to be tech-
savvy and able to guide students in using digital
tools effectively®.

Policy Shifts Towards Inclusivity and Personalization

e Focus: There is a growing emphasis on personalized
learning and inclusivity. Education policies aim to
address the diverse needs of students and provide
individualized support.

e Methods: Differentiated instruction and individualized
education plans (IEPs) are used to tailor education to
each student's needs. These methods help ensure
that all students can succeed, regardless of their
background or abilities.

e Infrastructure: Inclusive classrooms have become the
norm, with special education services available to
support students with disabilities. Schools have
developed programs to address the needs of diverse
learners.

e Teacher Role: Teachers are adaptable educators,
skilled in various teaching strategies. They play a
crucial role in creating inclusive environments and
providing personalized support to students’.

6. Globalization and International Benchmarks

In response to the growing interconnectedness of the world,
modern education policies increasingly focus on globalization
and international benchmarks. This shift aims to prepare
students for a globalized economy and foster cross-cultural
understanding. Methods include the adoption of standardized
international assessments, such as the Program for
International Student Assessment (PISA), which help measure
and compare educational outcomes across different countries.
Additionally, bilingual education programs and cultural
exchange initiatives are promoted to enhance students' global
competencies. Infrastructure improvements have led to the
expansion of international school programs and exchange
opportunities, emphasizing global citizenship and cultural
awareness. Teachers are expected to incorporate global
perspectives into their curriculum, promoting cross-cultural
understanding and preparing students for international
interactions. By aligning with international benchmarks and
embracing globalization, education policies strive to equip
students with the skills and knowledge necessary to thrive in a
diverse and interconnected world.

> Sawyer, R. K. (2003). Emergence in creativity and

development. Creativity and development, 12-60.

8 Trowler, P. (2003). Education policy. Routledge.

7 Liasidou, A. (2012). Inclusive education, politics and policymaking.

Focus on STEM and STEAM Education: The emphasis on
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
and STEAM (adding Arts to STEM) education has significantly
increased in modern education policies. This focus aims to
foster innovation, creativity, and critical thinking skills among
students, preparing them for careers in a rapidly evolving
technological landscape. Methods such as project-based
learning and interdisciplinary approaches encourage hands-on,
experiential learning, allowing students to explore and apply
concepts in real-world contexts. Infrastructure to support STEM
and STEAM education includes the development of specialized
STEM labs, maker spaces, and arts integration programs that
provide students with opportunities to experiment and innovate.
Teachers play a vital role as innovators, integrating multiple
disciplines into their teaching and encouraging students to
engage in creative problem-solving and collaboration. With
prioritizing STEM and STEAM education, policies are
addressing the need for a workforce adept at navigating and
contributing to a complex, technology-driven world.

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL): In recent years, there
has been a growing recognition of the importance of Social and
Emotional Learning (SEL) in education policy. SEL focuses on
the development of emotional intelligence, self-awareness,
empathy, and interpersonal skills among students. This
approach aims to address not only academic growth but also
the holistic development of students’ emotional and mental
health. Methods used to integrate SEL into curricula include
structured programs that teach mindfulness, emotional
regulation, and conflict resolution. These practices help
students build resilience, develop positive relationships, and
improve their overall well-being. Infrastructure to support SEL
involves providing counselling services, creating safe and
nurturing classroom environments, and incorporating SEL
activities into daily routines. The role of teachers in SEL is
crucial as they act as supportive mentors, fostering a classroom
culture that values emotional growth alongside academic
achievement. By prioritizing SEL, education policies are
responding to the need for a more balanced approach that
prepares students for the social and emotional challenges of
the modern world.

7. Conclusion

The evolution of education policy reflects broader societal
changes and technological advancements. From traditional rote
learning and standardized methods to personalized,
technology-driven approaches, the landscape of education
continues to transform. Future policies will likely further
integrate technology, emphasize lifelong learning, and prioritize
sustainability and emotional well-being, ensuring that education
remains relevant and effective in an ever-changing world. This
evolution aims to prepare students not just for academic
success, but for meaningful participation in a complex and
interconnected global society. The shift towards inclusivity,
personalization, and technological integration represents a
significant advancement in creating educational environments
that cater to the diverse needs of students, ultimately fostering
a more equitable and innovative educational landscape.
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