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Kabir was a renowned Indian spiritual poet and saint. He was an important figure in Hinduism, Sikhism, and Islam,
especially in Sufism. The Hindu Bhakti movement benefited from his poems, and Sri Guru Granth Sahib contains
his verses. He was a great social reformer who raised his voice against the social injustice, discrimination, and

religious conditions prevalent at that time.

The Janam Sakhi mentions Kabir as a Bhagat with equal merit to Nanak himself, and exhorts other Bhagats to
emulate his example. On more than one occasion, Nanak quotes with emphasis on approval verses attributed to
Kabir. The interest that Nanak felt in Kabir was probably enhanced by the fact that he had enjoyed personal

interaction with the reformer. [1]

The years of Kabir's birth and death are uncertain. Some historians favor 1398-1448 as the period Kabir lived,
while others favor 1440-1518. Generally, Kabir is believed to have been born in 1398 (Samvat 1455), on the full
moon day of Jyeshtha month (according to the historical Hindu calendar Vikram Samvat) at the time
of Brahmamuharta. There is a considerable scholarly debate on the circumstances surrounding Kabir's birth. Many
followers of Kabir hold the belief that he originated from Satloka, assuming the body of light and incarnating on a
lotus flower. They assert that the rishi Ashtanand, who himself appeared on a lotus flower in the Lahartara Pond,
was the direct witness to this incident. A few accounts mention that Kabir in the form of a child was found at
Lahartara Lake by a Muslim weaver called Niru and his wife Nima, who raised him as his parents. [2]

Kabir had received instruction from Sheikh Taqqul of the Chietl order of Sufis and was a prominent disciple of
Ramanand. Kabir was married to Loi and had a son, Kamal, and a daughter, Kamali. Kabir was a householder who

supported himself by spinning, which did not detract from his devotion.

Kabir Das was the first to separate Nirguna Bhakti from Saguna Bhakti. The works of Kabir Das primarily consist
of dohas and compilations of songs. His works, including notable texts such as Rekhtas, Kabir Bijak, Suknidhan,

Mangal, Vasant, Sabdas, Sakhis, HolyAgams etc.
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Philosophy of Kabir

One could define Kabir Das as having a simple and graceful literary language and style. His writings encapsulate
the essence of the planet. He says things that are not just instructive but also motivating. Kabir shared his spiritual
insights mostly through his poetry and songs, written in common languages including Hindi and Awadhi. His
poetry is approachable to all sections of society because it is highly intense and meaningful. Kabir Das uses
analogies and parallels taken from daily life, and at the same time, his poetry is aimed at communicating great

spiritual revelations.

Praise of the Brahma

Since ancient times, man has worshiped nature in one form or another. The evolution of nature has given birth to
various forms of God and Goddesses over time. Due to its evolution, the concept of perception of God and approach
to worship have changed. Great men, peers, thinkers, philosophers, and intellectuals have tried to determine the
nature of the divine according to their experience and thinking. These thinkers, through their wisdom and
knowledge, called the invisible power by different names, which eventually led to different names of the universal
God. Sant Kabir has accepted God as the ultimate truth. He is free from all vices and does not fall in the cycle of
birth and death, as he writes, The Lord is in me, the Lord is in you, as life is in every seed. Put false pride away
and seek the Lord within. He has faith in one God and will worship only one. He says he does not care what people

think or why they are upset. [3]

Sant Kabir Ji has described Brahma as the one and the infinite. He is the divine creator of all creatures. Kabir says,
if I make the seven oceans my ink, the entire vegetation my pen, and the earth my paper, even then, | cannot write
God's praises. [4]

He asserts emphatically that every heart conceals the Lord. The same Lord is within both Hindus and Muslims;

reflect upon this in your mind. [5]

Unity with God through Naam Simran: Kabir's approach to creating unity with God was Bhakti, which
emphasized purity of heart and true recollection of God's name that was acceptable to everybody. Kabir
recommended focusing on God with a pure heart. According to him, He is the creator and omnipresent. This entire
planet is his creation, and he is present everywhere. The light of God is present in all human beings. All humans
are equal; there can be no difference among them. Kabir strongly opposed caste customs on both social and

religious grounds.
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Allah created the light; then, through His creative power, He made all mortal beings.

With the One Light, the entire universe welled up. So who is good, and who is bad? [6]

He further says one should remember God every second of day and night while sitting or standing. Whatever you
do, always be in a meditative state of mind, and his Simran is his life support. Good destiny leads to the acquisition
of God's grace. [7]

Guru's importance: Kabir considered Guru to be the most important person in his life. Guru is the apex of
God's authority, and his teachings hold greater authenticity and value. Seeking guidance from a genuine Guru to

achieve salvation is a must.

If I encounter God and Guru both on my way, | will first bow down to the Guru, as he is the one who showed me

where to look for God.

In other bhajans he says,

My Guru introduced me to the inexhaustible one—the god. No one can replace a Guru. He unlocks a treasure that
surpasses all boundaries.

Whatever we are seeking, whether we call it truth, God, love, or reality—it exists within us and not outside. The
Guru is the master of the art of going within. Having known the tricks that our mind plays, Guru is the one who

knows how to circumvent those.

Condemned idolatry: Kabir condemned idolatry and portrayed Ram as a formless person. Ram, Dashrath's son,
was not the same as Vishnu. However, Ram was Nirguna by nature. Ram's simplicity and lack of duality eliminated
the necessity for idolatry. Kabir regularly used Rama's name instead of God's in his dohas. The Kabir portrayed
Rama as the Supreme Being, God, and Ultimate Lord. He describes Rama as "Nirguna.” When God is all-powerful
and all-present, why should he be limited to the simplest form of a living creature? Kabir argued.
How can the immortal God be born and die? He further states that the Hindus die worshipping their idols, and the
Muslims die bowing their heads. The Hindus cremate their dead, while the Muslims bury theirs, but none finds
true God. [8]

Ahimsa (non-violence)—Kabir was a firm believer in Ahimsa. He placed a strong de-emphasis on ritual and

strongly opposed Hindu and Muslim animal sacrifice in worship.[9]

He also condemned the rites or ceremonies held in memory of deceased relatives’ spirits. Kabir opposed idolatry

and futile ritualistic rituals. He condemned idolatry and rituals such as wearing rosaries, sectarian symbols, and the
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holy thread. Furthermore, he was a staunch opponent of bathing in holy waters, pilgrimages, and fasting. Finally,
Kabir did not follow these evil practices when selecting his disciples. Kabeer, some buy idols and worship them;
in their stubborn-mindedness, they make pilgrimages to sacred shrines. They look at one another and wear religious
robes, but they are deluded and lost. [10]

All are Equal—Kabir urged Hindus and Muslims to put aside their sense of contradiction and separation between
men and become modest. He specifically targeted Brahmans, accusing them of perceiving everything in terms of
purity and pollution based on caste. Furthermore, he argued that if the divine spark of life is present in every living
being, how could there be any difference in the essence of life? Because of their greed and ignorance, humans
create caste and creed. Why do Brahmans and Shudras dislike each other because neither is a high or a low caste?

So, their hatred is foolishness. He did not agree to accord special privileges to Brahmans and Mullahs.

Kabir rejects all forms of hierarchy, regardless of caste, class, creed, or religion, as his teachings are based on
equality. As a result, he struck elitism at heart: the Pandits and Maulvis’ monopoly on booklore. Sanskrit was a
dead language, so he spoke in a common dialect. Sanskrit encouraged elitism in his eyes. When preaching, Kabir
chose to preach in the people’s language, rejecting Sanskrit as a medium of speech because he claimed it was a
language of the wealthy, limited to the upper class. As a result, Kabir wished to persuade ordinary people that
bookish knowledge was not needed for actual knowledge or fellowship with God. As a result, he wrote plain and

metaphoric poetry that anyone could understand.

Impact on Society and Culture

Sant Kabii's philosophy made a remarkable impression on the culture and society of that time and is still prevalent
today. The message of love and unity with the divinity resonated with people from all walks of life, transcending
caste, religion, and social rank.
His teachings emphasized the importance of innermost holiness rather than external sacraments. As a result, people
began to question existing standards and beliefs, leading to a rise in social awareness. His teachings were widely
circulated, and they contributed significantly to the establishment of societal peace. Sant Kabir's cause to eliminate
caste and creed discrimination aimed to create a society in which all individuals were treated equally. Through his
saying, he inspired people to forgo their religious and caste differences and recognize the true spirituality that lives
within all human beings.
Even today, his poetry holds significant importance because time has changed and the problems are the same, like
caste discrimination, religious bigotry, stress, economic inequalities, degradation of values, etc. The teachings of
great sages infuses life and motivates us to improve and create a healthy atmosphere within ourselves and in the

environment in which we are living.
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Conclusion :

To conclude, the philosophy of Kabir encompasses all aspects of life. In the current era, the twenty-first century,
which is characterized by advancements in science and technology, the significance of human values has
diminished in favor of modernism. Kabir's ideology remains relevant to this day. The ideology of Kabir is as
relevant today as it was at that time. Kabir was one of the great social reformers and teachers who showed people
the right path to attain God through Bhakti. A philosopher with an emphatic persona, he was a great social reformist
who instituted revolutionary changes in society. His teachings are acceptable to all religions and have a universal
appeal.

Review of Literature

Sri Guru Granth Sahib, a scared book of the Sikhs. The banis of 15 Bhagats have been included in Sri Guru Granth
Sahib, including Sant Kabir. There are 229 padas (stanzas) in 17 Ragas and 243 Sholakas (including 6 Salokas of
Sikh Gurus).

The Bijak of Kabir (1917) by Ahmad Shah is a translated book that encompasses his principles teachings in the
form of poetry explaining the informidable God who is prevalent everywhere. A detailed information about his

life, his works, and his teaching is explained.

The Bijak of Kabir (2002) by Linda Hess and Shukdeo Singh, a translated work. The introduction and notes explore

Kabir's works, place them in the initial context, and explore their meaning from a modern perspective.

METHODOLOGY

This work is based on the primary and secondary sources. The main primary source of my research paper is Shri
Guru Granth Sahib. In secondary sources, books and articles are consulted. | have also made use of websites to

pursue this research paper.

Scope of Paper

This paper is an attempt to present before the reader the ideology and philosophy of Sant Kabir. A distinguished
figure in the Indian Sufi movement, Sant Kabir infused simplicity into spirituality in an age when it was regarded
the bastion of a few. Putting it simply, his philosophy was one of breaking barriers and uniting humanity with the
Almighty and also with itself.

This paper explores the various facets of the philosophy of Sant Kabir- his views on equality among human beings,

caste system, idolatry, union with the Almighty, method of worship etc.
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It is further attempted to encapsulate the impact of the life and times of Sant Kabir on society at large. His
discourses and teachings helped to substantially simplify the spiritual path, making it accessible to and ideal for
the masses. The esoteric nature of religion and spirituality was beautifully de-mystified by Sant Kabir and the
essence of the soul’s connection with the Almighty was revealed.This paper sequentially addresses the above

mentioned aspects.
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