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Abstract:- Ambedkar infact went to the extent of exhorting the state to give up the principle of equality when it came
to the question of education of the lower strata of society. He pleaded for favoured treatement to those communities
which were too backward to be in a position to vie with others or to consider themselves as equal either in their
status or their standard of progress. He was of the opinion that University education, teaching in particular should
suit the needs and meet the demands of adults in a fast changing world. It is possible only when it was scientific,
detached and impartial in character. It is only then that the student would be in a position to fulfill his personality
and realise his objectives. It should stimulate and bring out the best from the mental efforts of the student. It would
sharpen faculties to allow him to be critical and give him 'a standard of thoroughness™ and a "sense of the difficulty
as well as the value of reaching at truth”. It was from this point of view that he considered a good library attached

to the University as an essential aspect of all good higher education
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Ambedkar gave importance to education in the eradication of the Indian caste system. He believed that education
would help emancipate the Untouchables from their social maladies. If proper education is given to the "lower strata
of the Indian society which is interested in blowing up the caste system, the caste system will be blown up” was
Ambedkar's belief and conviction. Ambedkar was convinced that if the upper strata of the Indian society alone is
educated the caste factor would continue to exist and perhaps get strengthened. The best example to Ambedkar was
that of the Brahmin caste where one can see more educated people but yet, they stick to the caste system. Ambedkar
argued that "the growth of education if it is confined to one class, will not necessarily lead to liberalism”. It may
lead to justification and conservation of class interest and instead of creating conditions conductive to the enjoyment
of liberties by the downtrodden it may create champions of the caste system and supporters of the status-quo.

Ambedkar infact went to the extent of exhorting the state to give up the principle of equality when it came to the
question of education of the lower strata of society. He pleaded for favoured treatement to those communities which
were too backward to be in a position to vie with others or to consider themselves as equal either in their status or
their standard of progress. He was of the opinion that University education, teaching in particular should suit the
needs and meet the demands of adults in a fast changing world. It is possible only when it was scientific, detached
and impartial in character. It is only then that the student would be in a position to fulfill his personality and realise
his objectives. It should stimulate and bring out the best from the mental efforts of the student. It would sharpen

faculties to allow him to be critical and give him 'a standard of thoroughness" and a "sense of the difficulty as well
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as the value of reaching at truth". It was from this point of view that he considered a good library attached to the
University as an essential aspect of all good higher education. Appearing before the Universities Reform Committee
appointed in 1924, Ambedkar clearly spelled out the social significance of University education when he said that
the University Senate was like a Legislative body which was intended to putforth the needs of the society and the
backward communities in particular and provide facilities required for proper education of the depressed people.
Ambedkar on behalf of the 'Bahishkritha Hitakarini Sabha' submitted a memorandum to the Indian Statutory
Commission (Simon Commission) on 29th May, 1928, concerning the state of education of the Depressed Classes
in the Bombay Presidency. He stated in his report that during 1813 to 1854, "the depressed classes were not allowed
by government to share in the blessings of education54. Ambedkar considers the lifting of the ban on the education
of the Depressed Classes in 1854, a nominal affair because its practical operation was not an easy task. Christian
Missionaries were the only agencies which took charge of the education of the depressed classes. However, to find
a way out of this impasse, the government started separate government schools for low caste boys and relaxed the
rules of grants-in-aid to missionaries. With these improvements, the education of the Depressed Classes slowly
picked up.

Ambedkar was unhappy with the existing educational system and had reason to oppose the Compulsory Primary
Education Act for its neglect of the educational needs of the lower strata of society. Hence in the matter of promoting
the education of the depressed classes Ambedkar put forth certain suggestions to government through the Statutory
Commission on behalf of the 'Bahishkritha Hitakarini Sabha'.

They were:
1. To abolish Compulsory Primary Education Act and to stop the transfer of Primary Education to the

School Boards.

2. Compulsion in the matter of Primary Education should be made obligatory and admission to

Primary Schools should be strictlly enforced.

3. The recommendations made by the Hunter Commission regarding the education of the Mohamedans

should also be applied to the Depressed Classes and

4. Entry in the Public Service should be secured to the Depressed Classes if not there will be no

inducement for them to get themselves educated.
Bahishkritha Hitakarini Sabha was not obvious to the special provisions made for the education of the people in the
form of a few hostels for them to stay and a few Scholarships for maintenance. But it was genuinely concerned with
the state of primary education and rightly emphasised the need for its proper growth. Only where primary education
was ensured, higher eduction would become meaningful and also useful.
Ambedkar attached great importance to education being the key to all success in man's life. Being himself well read
he fully realised the scope and importance of education and always urged his followers to give proper education to
their children. Nothing was more sacred then learning to Ambedkar. Infact he considered it the basis for a child's
destiny and opined that the parents could change the denstiny of children by getting them educated. He was all for

education without any distinction of sex. He was of the firm view that the education of the woman was as necessary
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as eduation of man. Ambedkar's educational philosophy was influenced by Prof. Dewey's pragmatic theory of
education. He was his favourite teacher who in his pioneering work on education had defined it in its broad sense,
as the "means of social continuity of life". Ambedkar thought that education based on righteousness, would
automatically lead to more social interaction among people in the society. And this interaction is bound to prove
helpful in the destruction of the caste system. Ambedkar rightly considered Education as the most powerful means
of destroying the inequalities perpetuated by the caste system which is the notorious aspect of Indian society.
Ambedkar had clear perception of the students life. He was opposed to their involvement in active politics. He
expected them to develop right culture and be in a position to be on their own with self help ad the guiding principle.
He wanted women to be more particularly trained in Home Science Education so that they can help the familly to
integrate itself in a healthy society. He did not think that boys and girls should be given the same education. They
could be given the same education upto matriculation. His view was that men and women deserve different kinds of
education in the sense that learning about Burke and Shakespeare might be alright for boys but home science
education would become essential for women, Here Ambedkar sounds less than liberal though he was for the
emancipation of women. Ambedkar had realised the special position of women and their contribution to the working
of a healthy social system. He was convinced that healthy family so very necessary for a healthy society depended
on its proper nurturing by women. His idea of technical education only for boys as mentioned in his Independent
Labour Party manifesto of 1937 does not seem to be of relevance today. However, what one needs to appreciate is
his great admiration for the contribution of women to family and towards that end he found home science education
more helpful and necessary than any other course.

Ambedkar advocated full and compulsory education and demanded scholarships through state-aid to deserving
persons from communities which were educationally backward. Ambedkar as a member of Viceroy's Executive
Council in 1942 stressed the need for state-aid to Universities for advanced education and technical training.
Ambedkar's dedication and his concern for the education of the Depressed Classes may be traced to his educational
institutions started in the begining of June 1928 in which he started two hostels and established the Depressed Classes
Education Society on June 14, 1928, The founding of the People's Education Society by Ambedkar, gave raise to
Siddartha College at Bombay and Milind Maha Vidyalaya at Aurangabad. The first college to be established by him
in 1946 was Siddharatha College with a grant of Rs. 3 lakhs and an equal amount as a laon without interest to the
People's Education Society by the Government of India. This was possible because of Ambedkar's persistent efforts
as a member in the Viceroy's Executive Council (1942-46) to persuade the Viceroy Lord Linlithgow and his cabinet
colleagues to give assistance for the first college being established in the country for the benefit of the downtrodden
people. Speaking on the occasion of the foundation stone lying ceremony of Milind Maha Vidyalaya on 1st

September 1951 Ambedkar emphasised the need for higher eduation for the lower classes in the following words -

"Coming as | do from the lowest order of the Hindu Society, | know what is the value of education. The problem of
raising the lower is deemed to be economic. This is a great mistake. The problem of raising the lower order in India

is not to feed them, to clothe them and to make them serve the higher order as is the ancient ideal of this country.
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The problem of lower order is to remove from them that inferiority complex which has stunted their growth and
made them slaves to others; to create in them the consciousness of the significance of their lives for themselves and
for the country of which they have been cruelly robbed by the existing social order. Nothing can achieve this purpose
except the spread of higher education. This is in my opinion the panacea of our social troubles ". Thus, education
had a far nobler purpose than as a mere food for economic well being. Ambedkar had the vision and far sight to look
at education as the solution to our social problems of the future.

The colleges established by Ambedkar have now acquired the status of reputed institutions of higher learning
wherein pupils from different castes study. They stand as testimony to Ambedkar's mission of giving education to
all in general and depressed classes in particular. He emphasised the role of state and its responsibility in the cause
of education. He advocated grant in aid even to the educational institutions started by private people. It was his great
faith in education which came to be enshrined in the Constitution of India. Under Article 30, educational institutions
can be established and administered by religious minorities and in the Directive Principles of State Policy, Article
45 makes primary education compulsory.

No doubt, right kind of education should play a role in the eradication of the caste system but, experience suggests
that the present system of education has not served its purpose. Sixty years of Independence has not shown any great
success in abolishing the rigidity of the caste system. True, caste may not have come to be abolished but as Ambedkar
had said, the social condition of the Untouchable has definitely improved with the spread of education. And this is
where Ambedkar's belief in education as a succour stands out and continues to be relevant even today. Thus, the

educational philosophy of Ambedkar stood as one of the emancipatory discourses to reform the Indian society.
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