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Abstract

The preservation of indigenous knowledge is crucial for maintaining cultural diversity and heritage, particularly
in regions with rich ethnic diversity such as North East India. Academic libraries play a pivotal role in this
preservation through the development of appropriate policies that respect and protect indigenous knowledge. This
study explores the necessity, challenges, and strategies for policy development in academic libraries, emphasizing
collaboration with indigenous communities, ethical considerations, and sustainable practices. Focusing on the
diverse ethnic groups of North East India, the study underscores the unique cultural contexts and knowledge
systems of the region. The outcome of the study includes a set of comprehensive recommendations for
implementing effective policies that ensure the respectful and beneficial management of indigenous knowledge.
The originality of the study lies in its targeted analysis of North East India's indigenous knowledge, providing
tailored strategies for this specific context. The scope of the study extends to guiding academic libraries globally
on best practices for indigenous knowledge management, while offering a detailed framework adaptable to other
regions with diverse ethnic backgrounds.
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1.0 Introduction

Indigenous knowledge represents the intellectual heritage of indigenous communities, encompassing a wide range
of cultural practices, oral histories, ecological wisdom, and traditional arts. Academic libraries, as repositories of
knowledge, have a significant role in preserving and disseminating this knowledge. However, the unique nature
of indigenous knowledge necessitates the development of specific policies that address its management with
sensitivity and respect.

1.1 The Importance of Indigenous Knowledge

Indigenous knowledge contributes to cultural diversity, environmental sustainability, and the holistic
understanding of human history and development. It includes traditional ecological knowledge, medicinal
practices, language, and spirituality, which are integral to the identity and survival of indigenous communities.
The preservation of this knowledge is not only a cultural imperative but also enriches global knowledge systems.
In regions like North East India, where ethnic diversity is profound, preserving indigenous knowledge helps
maintain the rich tapestry of cultural heritage and supports the social fabric of numerous indigenous groups.

1.2 Challenges in Managing Indigenous Knowledge

1.2.1 Ethical Considerations : Ensuring the ethical collection, storage, and dissemination of indigenous
knowledge requires navigating issues of consent, ownership, and intellectual property rights. Indigenous
communities must have control over their knowledge and its use, necessitating clear guidelines on consent and
data sovereignty.

JETIR1706133 ] Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org ] 742


http://www.jetir.org/

© 2017 JETIR June 2017, Volume 4, Issue 6 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

1.2.2 Cultural Sensitivity: Policies must respect the cultural significance and sacredness of certain knowledge,
which may not be appropriate for public access. Some aspects of indigenous knowledge are meant to be kept
within the community and shared only through specific cultural protocols.

1.2.3 Resource Allocation: Adequate funding and resources are necessary to develop and implement policies
effectively. This includes financial investment in technology, training for library staff, and ongoing support for
community-based knowledge preservation initiatives.

1.2.4 Technological Barriers: Digitization and archiving technologies must be adapted to accommodate the
specific needs of indigenous knowledge. This includes ensuring that digital formats and metadata standards are
suitable for capturing the context and nuances of oral traditions and other forms of indigenous knowledge.

1.2.5 Collaboration: Building trust and collaborative relationships with indigenous communities is essential but
can be challenging due to historical injustices and ongoing marginalization. Effective collaboration requires a
commitment to long-term engagement, transparency, and mutual respect.

2.0 Policy Development Framework

Effective policy development for managing indigenous knowledge in academic libraries, particularly in the
context of North East India, requires a comprehensive framework that includes stakeholder engagement, ethical
guidelines, sustainable practices, and legal and institutional compliance. The following sections detail each
component of this framework:

2.1 Stakeholder Engagement

Effective policy development begins with engaging all relevant stakeholders, including indigenous communities,
academic institutions, and library professionals. This engagement ensures that the policies are inclusive and
address the needs and concerns of all parties involved.

2.1.1 Community Consultation: Conducting consultations with indigenous communities to understand their
perspectives on knowledge preservation and management. This involves organizing meetings, focus groups, and
workshops within the communities to gather insights and build trust. For North East India, this means respecting
the diverse languages and traditions of various tribes and ensuring their voices are central in the policy
development process.

2.1.2 Institutional Collaboration: Working with academic institutions to align policies with broader educational
and research goals. Collaborating with universities and research centers in North East India can facilitate the
integration of indigenous knowledge into academic curricula and research projects, promoting a deeper
understanding and appreciation of local cultures.

2.2. Ethical Guidelines

Policies must be grounded in ethical principles that respect the rights and dignity of indigenous peoples. Key
considerations include:

2.2.1 Informed Consent: Ensuring that indigenous communities provide informed consent for the collection and
use of their knowledge. This process should be transparent, with communities fully aware of how their knowledge
will be used and stored.

2.2.2 Intellectual Property Rights: Recognizing and protecting the intellectual property rights of indigenous
knowledge holders. Policies should clearly outline how these rights will be upheld, including mechanisms for
community ownership and control over their knowledge.

2.2.3 Cultural Sensitivity: Developing guidelines for handling culturally sensitive materials, including
restrictions on access and use. For North East India, where certain practices and knowledge are sacred or
restricted, it is crucial to respect these cultural norms and ensure that sensitive information is protected from
inappropriate exposure.
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2.3. Sustainable Practices

Policies should promote sustainable practices that ensure the long-term preservation and accessibility of
indigenous knowledge.

2.3.1 Digitization Standards: Establishing standards for digitizing and archiving indigenous knowledge,
including metadata and cataloging practices that reflect cultural contexts. This includes using culturally
appropriate metadata tags and descriptions that honor the origin and significance of the knowledge.

2.3.2 Resource Allocation: Securing funding and resources for ongoing management and preservation efforts.
This might involve seeking grants, governmental support, and partnerships with NGOs dedicated to cultural
preservation in North East India.

2.3.3 Capacity Building: Providing training and support for library staff and community members involved in
knowledge management. Developing training programs that equip local librarians and community archivists with
the skills needed to handle indigenous knowledge responsibly and sustainably.

2.4 Legal and Institutional Frameworks

Developing policies within existing legal and institutional frameworks ensures compliance with national and
international laws and regulations.

2.4.1 Legal Compliance: Aligning policies with intellectual property laws, cultural heritage protection laws, and
international agreements such as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).
This involves understanding and navigating the specific legal landscape of India and ensuring that policies are
legally sound and enforceable.

2.4.2 Institutional Policies: Integrating indigenous knowledge management policies into broader institutional
policies on library management, research, and education. Academic institutions in North East India should embed
these policies into their operational frameworks to ensure consistency and institutional support for indigenous
knowledge preservation

3.0 Case Studies

To illustrate the practical application of the policy development framework for managing indigenous knowledge,
examining relevant case studies from North East India can provide valuable insights. This section focuses on the
Bodo, Naga, Khasi, Mising, Apatani, and Meitei tribes, highlighting how policies can be tailored to meet their
specific needs.

3.1 Case Study 1: The Mukurtu Project

Mukurtu CMS is a content management system designed specifically for managing indigenous knowledge. It
allows communities to control access to their cultural heritage materials according to their own protocols. This
case study highlights the importance of technology in supporting policy development and ensuring community
control over cultural materials.

Application in North East India:

For tribes like the Khasi, who have rich oral traditions and unique cultural artifacts, Mukurtu CMS can be adapted
to create digital archives that are managed by community members. This ensures that sensitive information
remains within the community and is shared according to traditional protocols.

3.2 Case Study 2: The Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL)

The TKDL in India is a collaborative project that documents traditional medicinal knowledge to protect it from
biopiracy. This case study underscores the significance of legal frameworks in policy development, providing a
model for protecting indigenous intellectual property.

Application in North East India:

The Apatani and Mising tribes, known for their extensive traditional ecological knowledge and medicinal
practices, can benefit from a TKDL-like initiative. By documenting and legally protecting their knowledge, these
communities can safeguard their intellectual property from exploitation.
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3.3 Case Study 3: The Native American Protocols

Developed by a group of Native American librarians and archivists, these protocols provide guidelines for
libraries, archives, and museums on handling Native American materials. This case study illustrates the role of
community-led initiatives in policy development.

Application in North East India:

The Naga and Meitei tribes can develop similar protocols to guide how their cultural materials are managed in
academic libraries. This includes guidelines on handling sacred items, ensuring community consent, and setting
access restrictions to protect culturally sensitive information.

4.0 Data and Analysis

4.1 Demographic analysis
Table 1: Population and Key Cultural Practices of Indigenous Tribes in North East India

Tribe Population (Census 2011) | Key Cultural Practices

Bodo 1,450,000 Weaving, Folk Songs, Agriculture

Naga 2,106,000 Festivals, Craftsmanship, Traditional Warfare
Khasi 1,427,000 Matrilineal System, Folklore, Music

Mising | 680,000 Riverine Agriculture, Festivals

Apatani | 44,000 Sustainable Agriculture, Festivals

Meitei | 1,577,000 Martial Arts, Dance, Crafts

4.2 Knowledge management
Table 2: Primary Concerns for Knowledge Management

Tribe Primary Concerns for Knowledge Management
Bodo Preservation of oral histories, weaving patterns
Naga Documentation of festivals, protection of artifacts
Khasi | Safeguarding oral traditions, music archives
Mising | Protection of agricultural practices, festival rituals
Apatani | Documenting ecological practices, festival customs
Meitei | Preservation of martial arts forms, dance, and crafts

4.3 Current Initiatives
Table 3: Existing Initiatives and Potential Collaborations

Tribe Existing Initiatives Potential Collaborations

Bodo Bodo Sahitya Sabha Collaboration with weaving cooperatives, folklore
preservation groups

Naga Naga Hoho, Hornbill Festival Partnerships with craft museums, festival organizers

Khasi | Seng Khasi, Khasi Hills Autonomous | Music academies, oral history projects

Council

Mising | Mising Agom Kebang Agricultural research institutes, festival documentation
projects

Apatani | Ziro Music Festival Ecological research collaborations, festival archiving

Meitei | Manipuri Martial Arts Academy Dance academies, martial arts preservation initiatives

4.4 Digitization aspects
Table 4: Digitization and Archiving Needs

| Tribe

| Digitization Needs

| Archiving Needs
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Bodo Digitizing folk songs and weaving patterns Secure storage for oral histories and cultural
artifacts
Naga Digital documentation of festivals and | Archiving traditional warfare artifacts and oral
craftsmanship histories
Khasi | Creating digital archives of folklore and music | Preserving matrilineal records and cultural
narratives
Mising | Digitizing agricultural practices and festival | Archiving traditional agricultural tools and rituals
rituals
Apatani | Documenting sustainable agricultural practices | Preserving ecological knowledge and festival
customs
Meitei | Digital preservation of martial arts and dance | Archiving crafts and traditional art forms
forms

4.5 Policy based on tribe specific needs.
Table 5: Recommended Policy Actions Based on Tribe-specific Needs

Tribe Recommended Policy Actions

Bodo Develop policies for the preservation and digitization of weaving patterns and oral histories.

Naga Implement guidelines for the documentation and protection of festival activities and traditional
craftsmanship.

Khasi | Establish ethical protocols for the archiving of matrilineal records and safeguarding folklore and
music.

Mising | Create sustainable digitization strategies for agricultural practices and festival rituals.

Apatani | Formulate policies that support the documentation of ecological practices and preservation of festival
customs.

Meitei | Develop guidelines for the digital preservation of martial arts and traditional dance forms.

5.0 Data Analysis

The data presented in Tables 1 to 5 offer valuable insights into the population, cultural practices, concerns, existing
initiatives, and specific needs of the indigenous tribes in North East India. By analyzing this data, we can identify
trends, challenges, and opportunities for policy development in academic libraries.

5.1 Population and Cultural Practices (Table 1)

The population figures provided in Table 1 highlight the significant presence of indigenous tribes in North East
India, with each tribe contributing to the region's cultural diversity. Additionally, the table outlines key cultural
practices unique to each tribe, ranging from weaving and agriculture to traditional warfare and martial arts. This
data underscores the importance of preserving and promoting indigenous knowledge to maintain cultural heritage.
5.2 Primary Concerns for Knowledge Management (Table 2)

Table 2 identifies the primary concerns for knowledge management among the indigenous tribes of North East
India. These concerns include the preservation of oral histories, safeguarding traditional practices, and
documenting cultural rituals and artifacts. Understanding these concerns is crucial for developing policies that
address the specific needs of each tribe and ensure the respectful management of their knowledge.

5.3 Existing Initiatives and Potential Collaborations (Table 3)

Table 3 highlights existing initiatives and potential collaborations that can support indigenous knowledge
management efforts. By partnering with local organizations, festivals, and community groups, academic libraries
can leverage existing resources and expertise to enhance their preservation efforts. Collaborations with cultural
institutions and traditional authorities can also foster trust and cooperation within indigenous communities.

5.4 Digitization and Archiving Needs (Table 4)

The digitization and archiving needs outlined in Table 4 provide insights into the technological requirements for
preserving indigenous knowledge. From digitizing folk songs and agricultural practices to archiving traditional
artifacts and cultural narratives, academic libraries must invest in appropriate technologies and infrastructure to
ensure the long-term accessibility of indigenous knowledge.

5.5 Recommended Policy Actions Based on Tribe-specific Needs (Table 5)

Table 5 offers specific policy recommendations tailored to the needs of each indigenous tribe in North East India.
These recommendations include developing policies for the preservation and digitization of cultural materials,
establishing ethical protocols for archiving sensitive information, and creating sustainable strategies for
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knowledge management. By implementing these policies, academic libraries can effectively support the
preservation and dissemination of indigenous knowledge.

The data presented in Tables 1 to 5 underscore the importance of developing tailored policies for managing
indigenous knowledge in academic libraries. By analysing population figures, cultural practices, concerns,
existing initiatives, and specific needs, libraries can identify areas of focus and prioritize resources accordingly.
By addressing these needs through collaborative efforts, technological investments, and policy development,
academic libraries can play a crucial role in preserving the rich cultural heritage of North East India's indigenous
tribes.

6.0 Recommendations
Based on the framework and case studies, the following recommendations can guide academic libraries in North
East India and beyond:

6.1.Engage Indigenous Communities: Establish ongoing dialogues with indigenous communities to ensure their
perspectives are central to policy development. For example, libraries can organize workshops and focus groups
with Bodo and Khasi communities to understand their specific needs for knowledge preservation.

6.2.Develop Ethical Guidelines: Create comprehensive ethical guidelines that address consent, intellectual
property, and cultural sensitivity. Policies should explicitly state how informed consent will be obtained from
tribes like the Apatani and Mising for using their traditional knowledge.

6.3. Promote Sustainable Practices : Implement sustainable digitization, archiving, and resource allocation
practices. Libraries can collaborate with technology providers to ensure that digital archives for the Naga and
Meitei communities are sustainable and culturally appropriate.

6.4. Align with Legal Frameworks : Ensure policies comply with national and international laws and standards.
This includes aligning with the TKDL framework to protect the medicinal knowledge of tribes such as the Apatani
and Bodo.

6.5. Foster Institutional Support: Advocate for institutional commitment to the preservation of indigenous
knowledge, including funding and capacity building. Universities in North East India should integrate these
policies into their research agendas and allocate resources for training library staff on managing indigenous
knowledge.

7.0 Conclusion

The preservation of indigenous knowledge is a vital aspect of maintaining cultural diversity and heritage,
particularly in regions with rich ethnic diversity such as North East India. Academic libraries, through thoughtful
policy development, can play a crucial role in this endeavour. The unique cultural practices, oral histories,
ecological wisdom, and traditional arts of the Bodo, Naga, Khasi, Mising, Apatani, and Meitei tribes represent
invaluable intellectual heritage that must be preserved and protected.

By engaging stakeholders, including indigenous communities, academic institutions, and library professionals,
policies can be developed that are inclusive and reflective of the needs and perspectives of all involved. Ethical
guidelines are essential to ensure that the rights and dignity of indigenous peoples are respected, addressing
critical issues of informed consent, intellectual property rights, and cultural sensitivity.

Promoting sustainable practices is also fundamental to the long-term preservation and accessibility of indigenous
knowledge. This involves establishing standards for digitization and archiving that reflect the cultural contexts of
the knowledge, securing funding and resources for ongoing efforts, and building the capacity of library staff and
community members.

Aligning policies with legal and institutional frameworks ensures compliance with national and international laws
and standards, such as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). This legal
alignment protects the intellectual property and cultural heritage of indigenous communities from exploitation
and misuse.
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The successful implementation of these policies will not only benefit the indigenous communities of North East
India by preserving their cultural heritage and intellectual property but also enrich global knowledge systems. It
supports the broader goals of education and research by providing a more holistic and inclusive understanding of
human history and development.

In conclusion, academic libraries have a pivotal role in the preservation of indigenous knowledge. Through careful
and respectful policy development, they can ensure that the rich cultural heritage of North East India's indigenous
communities is preserved for future generations, contributing to cultural diversity, environmental sustainability,
and the enrichment of global knowledge.
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