
© 2017 JETIR June 2017, Volume 4, Issue 6                                                           www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR1706134 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org 749 

 

A Forgotten Freedom Fighter Durga Prasad Ray 
 

Rahul Sarma 

Assistant Professor, Girls’ College, Kokrajhar 

Zulfikar Ali Talukdar 

Assistant Professor, Girls’ College, Kokrajhar 

Kokrajhar, Assam, India 

 
 

ABSTRACT: 

Forgetting is a common human instinct and it necessary 

also, but some important facts of human life and society 

which is very important for posterity and may be like 

marinas compass which will be guiding our future. Our 

fore fathers tried their best for happy future for next 

generation. Thousands of people laid their life down for 

the peace and security of ours. In the freedom struggle 

of India millions of people contributed in different 

forms only few are remembered by us. We should be sincere in expressing our gratitude as much as possible to the freedom fighter 

for whose sake we are enjoying freedom now. In this effort we came to know about a forgotten hero of South Bongaigaon region 

of lower Assam. Who was Late Durga Prasad Ray. Accordingly, we went to his residence and came across with his elder son named 

Kandarpa Kumar Ray and collected some information about the life and activities late Durga Prasad Ray which is really fascinating. 

As it is learnt though he suffered a lot during freedom struggle but he sacrificed active politics which could be availed easily. Even 

he denied the pension offered by the State Government. In this Paper we will try to focus on the life of Durga Prasad Ray.  

Keywords: Marinas Compass, Peace and Security, Freedom Struggle, Freedom Fighter, Active Politics. 

Objectives of the study: 

a. To study the early life of Durga Prasad Ray. 

b. To study the contribution of Durga Prasad Ray in the freedom struggle. 

c. To study the social welfare activities of Durga Prasad Ray. 

Methodology:  

To prepare the research paper we had an interview with the only son of Durga Prasad Ray named Mr. Kandarpa Kr. Ray as a 

Primary source; besides we go through several books, magazines as secondary sources. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Southern Bongaigoan witnessed the emergence of a number of Freedom fighters among whom Durga Prasad Ray was a prominent 

one unfortunately, all of them breathed their last.  Moreover, there are hardly any reference of them in any writings of any Indian 

writers. Even the writers of Assam also do not heroes are also mention their names in their accounts. Therefore, it is very difficult 

to write about these unsung heroes of Freedom fighters of India. The contemporary people of these national no more in this world. 

Hence, we have to depend upon whatever told by their descendants as well as upon some scanty secondary sources. In respect of 

Durga Prasad Ray we have visited his house to gather essential information about his life and activities. Therefore, sources of this 

article are mainly primary sources. 

EARLY LIFE OF DURGA PRASAD RAY 

Durga Prasad Ray was born at Deohati which was located in the undivided Goalpara District of pre-independence era in 1910 A. 

D. The name of his father was Siva Prasad Ray and on the other hand, the name of his mother was Raheswari Devi. He had four 

brothers and four sisters and among eight children of his father his number was seven. He received his education in 2 No. L.P. 

School at Medhipara of the Deohati locality. After completion of his primary education, he took admission at Abhayeswari High 

School and he proved himself as a meritorious student of the class very soon. Durga Prasad left his school without appearing in the 

H.S.L.C. final examination and joined in the Freedom Movement of India .The Headmaster of the School expressed his great sorrow 

as the meritorious student like Durga did not appear in the H.S.L.C. final Examination. In his youth Durga Prasad Ray married 

Urmila Ray, daughter of Foxen Ray, an inhabitant of Deohati, Bhatipara of present Bongaigaon District. He had two sons, the elder 

one of them Kandarpa Kumar Ray has been presently residing in the Deohati area of modern Bongaigaon District since 1992 while 

the younger one, Bino Mohon Ray is now living in Borbari Bortila area of Guwahati city. 

DURGA PRASAD RAY’S CONTRIBUTION IN THE FREEDOM MOVEMENT 

In this course of time Durga Prasad was influenced by the speech of Jogendra Nath, the then Congress leader of Goalpara District. 

His very speech kindled the sense of patriotism in the young heart of Durga Prasad Ray and he enrolled himself as a volunteer in 

the Indian National Congress. Jogendra Nath was a popular leader of Indian National Congress of Goalpara District and he belonged 

to rare graduate club of Assam of that time. During this time Mahatma Gandhi launched Non-co-operation Movement in the protest 

of Jallianwala Bag Massacre in the year 1920. The turmoil of Non-cooperation reached Assam very soon because Gandhiji visited 

Assam in 1921 and he expressed his hope that the ability to maintain Non-co-operation Movement among the people of Assam. 

Finally, Durga Prasad joined in the Non-Co-operation Movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi, when he was a student. Durga 

Prasad was imprisoned for one month on account of his active participation in the Non-co-operation Movement. His tenure of 

imprisonment was only one month as he was a very young boy at that time.  

In the Lahore session held in December 1929, the Indian National Congress declared complete independence as its goal, resolved 

to boycott the legislatures and the Round Table Conference, and took step to launch a programme of Civil Disobedience. On 26th 

January 1930, the Independence Day was observed all over the country and in Assam the first Independence Day was celebrated 
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with great enthusiasm. Durga Prasad in the meantime had become an active member of the Indian National Congress and actively 

visited various villages of present Abhayapuri and Tulungia area to popularize the gospel of independence. In the meantime, Gandhi, 

the Father of the Nation started the Civil Disobedience Movement by his famous march to Dandi, beginning on March 1930, to 

make salt in defiance of the Salt Law regulations. The Assam Congress was also ready to launch a mass Civil Disobedience 

Movement. In Deohati area young Durga Prasad also organized several meetings in different parts of the locality urging upon the 

people to follow the Congress programme.  Although the initial response to the Congress call in the area as a whole was not 

encouraging, yet some poor as well as uneducated youth of the area grew restless for a more radical programme. Soon the news of 

the arrest of national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru reached Assam and this news intensified the momentum of 

Civil Disobedience Movement in the province. Even the villagers in the remotest areas ceased from working to voice their protest 

on May 6, 1930.     

The increasing unrest among the students participating in the Civil Disobedience Movement greatly alarmed the government. To 

deter them from playing any active role in politics, Mr. J A Cunningham, the then Director of Public Instruction of Assam, 

promulgated a circular to all academic heads of the province. This circular required the students as well as their parents and 

guardians to give an undertaking in writing that the students would refrain from participation in any kind of political activities and 

would abide by the disciplinary rules and orders of the institution heads and the Education Department. The circular provoked sharp 

reactions throughout Assam. It was received as a challenge not only by the students who plunged headlong into the movement but 

by the Nationalists as well, who had already started several national schools at different parts of Assam. Demonstrations led by 

Congress workers all over the province of Assam in defiance of the prohibitory orders gave momentum in to the Movement. In 

Deohati area Durga Prasad visited various villages of the locality to awaken the national spirit of the people and led the movement 

successfully to some extent.  He was arrested and imprisoned for six months again on account of his active participation in this 

Civil Disobedience Movement. In 1932 he was recognized as one of the prominent Congress leaders of then undivided Goalpara 

district and thereby he came to the touch of leader like District President Jogendra Nath. Henceforth both of them tried their level 

best to implement various Congress agendas in the district. Both of them devoted themselves in strengthening the Congress 

Organization in the district. They toured many places of the district, urged upon people to use home- made goods and boycott 

British manufactured goods. 

Though the Civil Disobedience Movement could achieve no significant political success, its impact on the socio-economic life of 

the people was indeed very great. In Assam, as in the wider national sphere, the movement made the people of all classes and strata 

politically conscious and trained them to meet greater challenges in the near future. During the period 1930 to 32 the government 

harassed many peasants for non-payment of taxes in both the Brahmaputra and Barak Valleys. In district of Goalpara the peasants 

had to fight the Zamindars directly and the government indirectly. They formed their Krishak  Sanmilan in 1933 to represent  the 

local  grievances particularly those of the tenants of the Mechpara Zamindari Estates. Under the leadership of Durga Prasad, 

Jogendra Nath and some others   the Krishak Sanmilan was later recognized in 1935 as a body allied to the Congress. Its first sitting 
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held at Balbala was presided over by Omeo Kumar Das and second sitting at Dudhnai by Gopinath Bordoloi, first Chief Minister 

of Assam.   

In Goalpara (undivided Goalpara district) some Zamindars in order to get more revenue encouraged the immigrants to settle in their 

states. These immigrants were mostly Muslims.  Industrialization threw thousands of local artisans in Bengal, mostly Muslims, out 

of employment and compelled them to maintain living as tillers of soil. But land was too scarce a commodity in over-populated 

Bengal, these persons looked to the neighboring provinces, particularly to Assam, where vast extent of marshes, jungle-infested 

areas and riverine belts were lying unoccupied. The immigrants first entered in Goalpara and they began to settle permanently there.   

In course of time Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan of Bhasanir-char an island in the Brahmaputra had become their leader and he tried 

to organize them against the Hindu land lords. It led to the communal tension in the area. Durga Prasad and some Congress leaders 

who adhered liberal views tried to cultivate friendly relations with the Muslims and due to their effort communal harmony was 

established between the two communities in the locality. 

DURGA PRASAD’S EFFORT IN SOCIAL REFORM 

In 1939 Durga Prasad actively involved in the reforming the society of undivided Goalpara district. He widely toured many villages 

of the district and was able to form a public opinion against the consumption of opium. He was also able to create some wine-free 

areas in some parts of the district. His success was only temporary. He also tried to wipe out the evil practice of caste, superstition, 

child marriage polygamy etc. from the society. He further advocated the re-marriage of the widows and tried to spread the light of 

western education in the area.  

Second World War broke out in 1939 with the invasion of Poland by Germany. Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy, declared India a 

belligerent and called upon its people to cooperate in Britain’s war efforts. Indian National Congress was highly discontented when 

Britain without discussing with Indians declared India as belligerent State. In its Annual Session held at Ramgarh in March 1940 

the Congress resolved to launch a mass anti-war campaign and chalked out a programme of individual Satyagraha. By pursuing 

Congress policy of individual satyagraha in undivided Goalpara district of Assam Durga Prasad took the leadership of the 

movement in the various villages under North Salmara Police Thana and propagated the anti-war principles among the mass people. 

As he was known for his eloquence, hence he succeeded in popularizing the principle of non-cooperation with the British 

Government in respect of Second World War.  When the movement under was in full swing, then along with other congress workers 

Durga was arrested and imprisoned for six months for third time. 

During the Quit India Movement of 1942 Durga not only had become one of the important leaders of the Goalpara District but also 

of the whole province. During this movement he visited most of the villages of Goalpara area and he also invited Puspalata Das one 

of the female leaders of Congress and made the movement a successful one in this locality. In 1944 he involved in organizational 

works of the Congress party. In 1945 he organized a big meeting of Congress workers in Deohati area in which many prominent 

Congress leaders participated in large numbers. He was also conferred upon the post of district congress president   and he was 

successful in performing the duties in the post. He showed great enthusiasm in the spread of education among the village youths 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2017 JETIR June 2017, Volume 4, Issue 6                                                           www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR1706134 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org 753 

 

and he tried to establish a college in Abhayapuri area. After his death at last a college was established in the area in 1955. He 

breathed his last in 1954 in Guwahati at the young age of 45 and his ashes were brought to home by famous congress leader 

Mahendra Mahan Choudhury, the former Chief Minister of Assam.  

As a recognition of his effort of uplifting education in 

his locality the name of a high school is kept after his 

name and it is now known as Durga Prasad Memorial 

High School. The Government of Assam now has 

upgraded this school to Higher Secondary School. 

Further, the local administration has named the road 

from Abhayapuri Mechanical Workshop to Deohati as 

Durga Prasad Ray Road.  15th  August 1963 Khogen 

Nath, the then Congress President of Goalpara District 

has given him a copper plate posthumously 

recognizing his contributions. To commemorate his 

contribution to the Freedom Movement of India, AGP 

Government under the leadership of Prafulla Kumar Mahanta also had given a copper plate to his family. Further, his son Kandarpa 

Kumar Ray has informed us that Indira Gandhi late Prime Minister of India also issued a copper plate recognizing his contribution 

in the freedom struggle, but unfortunately it is not collected by his family members and it still may in the custody of the office of 

the Deputy Commissioner of Dhubri.    

CONCLUSION 

Durga Prasad Ray played an important role in the Freedom Movement of India from his childhood. In course of time, he had become 

a prominent leader of Indian National Movement not only of his own locality but also of the undivided district of Goalpara. After 

independence he had become pivot figure in eliminating social evils of the society and without thinking his own end, he had 

supported the cause of Gobinda Chandra Sarma in the election of Legislative Assembly; in fact he was most efficient and 

experienced candidate for that constituency. He even declined to accept the pension granted by Assam Government as well as by 

the Central government as he believed that he had participated in the Freedom Movement not for the sake of money. Of Course, 

after his death his wife accepted both these pensions on account of the financial distress of the family till her death on 7th May 2005.  

Though Durga Prasad Ray contributed a lot in the freedom movement, but not to say nationally even in the context of Assam also 

he remained a less remembered name. 
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