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The 18th century experienced the emergence of a lot of warfare. Needless to say, the limited war of 18th century
was replaced by the people's war in the mid-19th century (1). Though this people's war does not mean the
Maoist War at present time. In respect of India, it was an epoch-making war by the Indian Sepoys of British
Army which is known in the history as the Revolt of 1857. It also marked the end of a historical period. The
year 1857 witnessed a lot of events as well as the highly praiseworthy cultural enlightenment in the field of
literature and obviously in the hand of Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib, a Delhi based Urdu poet and a noble
man of his time. Such a documental literary worth was Dastunbuy (A Posy of Flowers), a diary the events of
which he had written during the dark days that Delhi had been facing for four months.

Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib, a man in the eternal sense, a man in his eternal quest for life, for knowledge
and for love, was born on 27th December 1797 in Agra (2). After his marriage in 1810 with Umrao Begum he
made his future in Delhi. Though for some personal reasons he spent in Agra. His ancestors were Turkish and
had come from Transoxiana. His grandfather migrated to India and settled down in Agra during Mughal period.
He started writing verse in 1807-08 in Persian. He witnessed the whole period of revolt for 4 month and
experienced the dark days of Delhi perpetrated by both the Indian sepoys of British Army and British soldiers.
Those days made him so depressed, disgusted and embarrassed that he kept the details of the atrocities and
events in writing in a diary called the Dastunbuy or 'nosegay'.

Ghalib, during the tumultuous days of revolt, wrote his diary and accounted the events in pure Persian with
admixture Arabic words and awry style. The practice of keeping diary was an Oriental one and Ghalib followed
the system of keeping diary of the society. It was difficult to say when Ghalib wrote it. The question was there
that did he write it every day or with gap of couple of days. Perhaps he wrote it after the fall of Delhi, and he
revised it completely after the re-establishment of British power (3). It was well and first translated by Prof.
Khwaja Ahmad Faruqi from original Persian text. Ghalib started writing the diary in the name of Lord. 'l begin
this book in the name of Lord who is the Giver of strength, who is the creator of the Moon and the Sun of the
Day of the Night'. The time in the diary was depicted from 11th May 1857 to July 1858. Due to the fair of
being punished any way he wrote the diary in short and sometime left some important details and basically
while writing on personal relations which was well understood by his personal letters written to his friends of
both community from Hindu and Muslim.

Ghalib had been frustrated heart broken, grief stricken by the atrocities from both sides, rebel sepoys and
British power. He wrote the details of both side tyranny upon others. Detailed accounts of the events in the
diary depicted that in Delhi reign of terror prevailed (4). Trembling old man were cut down, harmless citizens
were shot, clasping their hands for mercy or blown to bits by gun. Ten of thousands of men and women and
children were hounded out of Delhi to wander homeless over the country in mournful procession. Ghalib
however stayed in the city and waded through this ocean of blood. He was reduced to poverty without money
without clothing without pension without record of his poems (5). His insane brother was shot dead. The
treasures and belongings of Ghalib were ransacked and looted. He was questioned, suspected of high treason
and being in league with the rebels and accused of composing a versified Sikka for the Mughal emperor.
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From the exotic translation of Prof. K. A. Faruqi the diary depicted the vivid details of atrocities caused by the
black hearted soldiers in Delhi The Rebel soldiers entered the city in 11th May Monday 1857 and the dark
days began to happen. The dark day started with the capture of Red Fort, the residence of Mughal emperor
Bahadur Shah Zafar and with making a puppet in the hands of rebels. The black hearted cruel killers made
camp throughout the city. They stabled their horses in Red Fort and took the royal chambers for their sleeping
rooms. The Rebel soldiers had murdered the officers in their barracks and open rebellion had broken out. They
seized gun, gun powder and gunshot from the British. All the tactics they had learnt they employed against
their former teachers.

The raiders threw off all restraint and the merchants ceased paying taxes. Houses were abandoned. In its
shamelessness the Rebel soldiers, sword in hands rallied to one group after another. Throughout the day the
rebels looted the city. In the Nobel men's house there was no oil for the lamp and in complete darkness they
had to wait for light to find glass to quench their thirst.

With the sole exception of the wife and daughter of the police chiefs the ornaments of all the young women of
Delhi had been seized by the black hearted cowardly rebels. These women further had been debauched of their
remaining charm and grace. Nobel man and scholars have fallen from power. In this anarchy brave men were
afraid of their own shadows and soldiers ruled over dervish and king alike. Heavy smoke from the guns and
canons was like dark cloud hanging in the sky. Canon fire was fired all day long as if stones were falling from
sky.

On the contrary British atrocities were also a matter of concern to Ghalib. The British revenge also made him
compelled to write down the days of hardship in his diary. The British started to take the authority of Delhi.
On 14th September 1857 Monday the British had taken the refuge on the outskirt of the ridge, attacked
Kashmiri gate with such violence that the rebels were forced into headlong flight. However, since the town fell
on a Monday and was also captured on a Monday as if lost and re-taken was on the same day. The victors
killed all who they found on the streets. Those of noble birth and position, in order to protect their honour
which was all that remained to them stayed inside their locked houses.

The 14th of September every door in the intere city of Delhi had been closed. There was neither merchants nor
buyer. The door of the lane was blocked with stones and the mirror. The citizens of Delhi were as like as
prisoners. Order had been given to spare the lives of those who did not resist this assault, but whosoever did
resist them would lose his life along with his possession. It was believed that those who were killed were ones
who did not show obedience to the British. Most of the citizens had fled the city but some caught between hope
and despair were still living inside the wall. Most of the Muslims fled to so far as if they were not the citizens
of Delhi. In the intere city of Delhi it was impossible to find more than one thousand Muslims.

Ghalib had immense hatred for black hearted soldiers and praise for British power. Now the question arose
why he against the rebels was and in favour of British power. In one hand he had immense vex for soldiers and
praise for British. Two-fold motives were there. One was embarrassing situation caused by soldiers and other
was his pension issue which was stopped in May 1857. Different causes were there for Ghalib's hatred towards
soldiers. The postal services during the turmoil period of revolt had been broken down. He could not
communicate to his friends. No letters had been sent or receipt to and from his friends. He had no news for his
friends and no news for update of revolt. The black hearted soldiers made king powerless. The forces gathered
around him, and he fell under their duress engulfed by them (6). Ghalib was beneficiary from the king who
bestowed him the charge of writing the history of Timurid Dynasty. The king also posted him in his court as
the court poet when Ghalib was financially in distress. Naturally he could not accommodate the offence of the
benevolent friend like the king. Black hearted soldiers opened the prison and set free the prisoners and criminals
contributed their part to general anarchy and to the pressure on the king. He thought it a military situation and
was afraid of imminent clash between the rebels and he thought of need of fifty thousand military to abate the
situation (7). In this respect he could not take it into account. Consequently, gradual hatred was going to
increase for soldiers’ day by day. Meanwhile in the Fort a conflict developed between the king's advisors. On
one side was Ghalib and his old friend and physician of king Hakim Ahsanullah Khan and on other sides were
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against him. Ultimately Asanullah khan was killed, and his palace was destroyed in suspect of being involved
with the British. Ghalib was too shocked and felt despair at the age of 62 after killing of his friend. So, all these
mischievous and heinous activities of the Rebel Soldiers had been the cause of concern of despair hatred and
frustration to Ghalib.

The motive of being sided with the British was the hope of favour from the British Power. Actually, it was the
pension issue. His pension drawn from the British treasury had been stopped in May 1857. He was financially
distressed. He began to sell his household articles like bed, clothes etc to meet up his own expenses along with
his wife and a foster daughter. He could not run his household world. Under these circumstances he strongly
needed the British help as his service at the court of King was lost. At this critical juncture only light of hope
was financial help in the form of pension from the British. Naturally he had to be conscious while writing the
diary lest his involvement with the King and rebels be proved. He was always afraid of any documents that
might prove his connections with the King and rebels. He actually wanted to keep his position between the
King and the British power saying that he was inwardly estranged but outwardly friendly (8). Actually, the
Britishers were hunting out all those suspected to be in the inner circle of the court. Ghalib as the King's Ustad
in poetry was under suspicion (9).

Ghalib actually wanted to influence the powerful. To do so earlier he sent a Quasida to Queen Victoria where
he referred to the Queen 'as splendid as the stars, Lord Ellenborough 'as magnificent as Allexander and so on
to other administrators also. As a poet and writer, he knew the way how to protect himself in a feudal milieu.
His praise for the British in Dastunbuy was the same as in the Quazida. When he was asked by Colonel Brown
while interrogation him if he was a Muslim. In reply he told 'half' and in the next question ‘what does it mean?'
he explained that ' he drink wine but he do not eat pork'(10). Again, Colonel wanted to know why he did not
present himself at the Ridge. In answer he said that as per rank he required palanquin and bearers that the
British Government did not provide. Colonel released him with his companions with every courtesy. Finally,
to woo the British he conceived the idea of presenting the Datsunbuy to the British authorities as a means of
winning their favour and patronage. with this in mind he wrote the diary in such a way that no events he
recorded be the cause of serious offence to the British power.

To a general reader this was a diary or better still, a chronicle of events, as these happened mainly in Delhi
(11). But it was a fresh attempt to reiterate his earlier claim in respect of his pension and position. It was
important as it described the story of the planned revolt, a story hitherto untold (12). It did not give a full picture
of the revolt; the canvas was limited. In spite of that it was a rare document as it came from the pen of a
contemporary Indian (13). So, it can be said that it was hardly a continuous record of 1857. Actually, it was
not a matter of intellectual todaying, it was a matter of survival.

Ghalib survived 12 years after 1857.During the revolt he was a lean man and stricken by shock, grief,
frustration and anxiety. But what moved him most profoundly was the death of his friends from Hindu and
Muslims community. It was a personal tragedy of losing friends from all camps who were either the supporter
of revolt or against the revolt. He mourned all of them deeply and sincerely. His work Dastunbuy could be
regarded as either the source of history or could be taken literally that was not beyond the controversy. But
what we shall remember him is as 'a man of eternal sense, man in his eternal quest for life for knowledge and
for love'(14).
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