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Abstract: It is well known that Meghdita, A short poem of 122 verses, one of Kalidasa’s most famous
literary work. It is divided into two parts, Parvamegha and Uttaramegha. This lyric poetry shows how
Yaksa feel after having been exiled from Alaka. Suffering the agony of separation, Yaksa, the lover,
becomes completely love ridden and takes the help of a cloud, the Megha, address to his love message to his
beloved. The graphical descriptions of nature and topographical details of ancient India have been shown in
the lyric by Kalidasa. There is lots of poetry which deal with the environmental theme from the beginning to
the end. Literature can play an important role to ameliorate the environmental crisis. It can convey a
message to human beings that living with nature and extracting limited resources is the only source to live in
harmony. The study of Meghdzta from an ecocritical perspective beings with the depiction of landscape. It
has defined the path of cloud from Ramagiri to Alaka city through Yaksa’s instruction to cloud. This lovely
journey is representing of nature, as Himalaya, Rajahamsa, Kailasa, Mountain, bird, animals, flowers, trees,
lakes, forests, rivers, stars, moon, sun, clouds etc. these elements are representing the beauty of nature and
physical environment. This cloud journey is representing to environment from sky to earth. Primarily,
ecocriticism involves the phenomena of natural environment; it includes cloud, plants, trees, forests, lakes,
ponds, streams, rivers, landscape etc. Poet has given different names of cloud as messenger, character, sky,
water, wind and nature. The cloud journey from Ramagiri to Alaka is representing to the relationship
between men and nature.
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Introduction: Environment is a general term that refers to ‘the external conditions in which an organism
lives.” The word environment comes from a French word ‘environ’ or ‘environner’ meaning ‘around’,
‘round about’, ‘to surround’, ‘to encompass’. It is used to describe everything that surrounds organism.
Environment is the total of the things or circumstance around an organism — including humans — though

environs are limited to the surrounding neighbourhood of a specific place, the neighbourhood or vicinity.

The deteriorating environmental condition has forced people to rethink the environmental
perspective during various developmental projects. The indiscriminate cutting of forests, rapid
industrialization and urbanization make the environment more polluted. The environmental crisis is a
tremendous problem for the whole world. Both developing and developed countries alike are all suffering
from environmental pollution. An excellent reciprocal relationship between the human environment needs

to be fixed to restore environmental quality. From this point of view, Vedic and Sanskrit literature is of great
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utility to us and the world society. The Indian Saints prescribed acts to avoid environmental pollution. The
central theme of this paper is to present a brief outline of the awareness for maintenance of balance in our
environment and concern for the acts polluting nature, as it finds in the Sanskrit literature. Environmental
consciousness and deep concerns for ecology can be seen in its full range of spectrum and in the origin and
growth of our culture and civilization. All the texts like Vedic Samhitas, the Gita, the Mahapurans, the

Ramayana , Upanisads and Classical Sanskrit literature are also emphasise upon ecocritical study.

Man and Environment in Kalidasa’s Literature: Kalidasa, a well-known great poet in Sanskrit literature,
conveys the inseparable unity between man and nature again and again in his literature. In the 4™ act of
Abhijiianasakuntalam, when Sakuntala departed from Kanva’s Asrama, Kanva took permission from the

trees of forest as men take from their nearest one —
a9 gf-fedEdyaaia: | —
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Ho! Ho! Ye neighbouring trees of the penance grove! She who doth never try to drink water first, until you

are watered; She who though fond of ornaments, doth never pluck tendrils, out of affection for you; She
whose greatest festivity is at the season of the first appearance of your blossoms, — even that same
Sakuntala doth now proceed to her husband’s abode. Let this be approved by you all?.
In Meghadita Yaksa said in the glory of Megha—
ST Tt Tepfages ey Je: |
FTSSIT HIET SATEOT ATEH FoLTRT ||

I know that you are born in the world-renowned race of the Puskaravartakas (or, the Puskaras and Avartakas
according to Malli.), and that you are Indra’s chief agent, able to assume any form at will; hence it is that I
separated from my relative (wife) by the power of destiny, prefer my petition to you; a request addressed to
a man pre-eminent by his merits, even though unsuccessful, is rather to be preferred, to one made to a base
man, though its object be gained.*

Man and Environment in Meghadiita: Kalidasa is ‘the poet of nature’. All of his literary works are based
on natural beauty and religious scriptures. Meghadiita is most prominent work in all his literary works,
because he has described natural beauty, love and nature description, cloud, flowers, trees, mountains,

rivers, mythological palaces and geographical-description. Thus, these components of ecocritical theory
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which are showing in Meghadiita text. It is divided into two parts, Pirvamegha (previous cloud) and
Uttaramegha (consequent cloud). This lyric poetry shows how Yaksa feels after having been exiled from
Alaka. Suffering the agony of separation, Yaksa, the lover, becomes completely love ridden and takes the
help of a cloud, the Megha, address to his love message to his beloved. The graphical descriptions of nature
and topographical details of ancient India have been shown in the lyric by Kalidasa. There is lots of poetry
which deal with the environmental theme and important lyrics Kalidasa’s Meghadiita is entrenched with the
environmental theme from the beginning to the end. Literature can play an important role to ameliorate the
environmental crisis. It can convey a message to human beings that living with nature and extracting limited
resources is the only source to live in harmony. Nature has been the theme of earlier writings, but serious
concern of ecology seems to be lacking in the earlier works. There are lots of ecocritical concerns in the
midst of this poetry. The study of Meghadiita from an ecocritical perspective begins with the depiction of
landscape. Kalidasa’s Meghadiita has defined the path of cloud from Ramagiri to Alaka city through
Yaksa’s instruction to cloud. This lovely journey is representing of nature, as Himalaya, Rajahamsa, Kailasa
Mountain, bird, animals, flowers, trees, lakes, forests, rivers, stars, moon, sun, clouds etc. These elements
are represents to beauty of nature and physical environment. This cloud journey is representing to
environment from sky to earth. Primarily, ecocriticism involves the phenomena of natural environment; it
includes cloud, plants, trees, forests, lakes, ponds, streams, rivers and landscapes etc. The word cloud
includes nature in general and also a number of event or spiritualism that are the parts of ecology. The
thought of Poet describes as the main character ‘Cloud’ represents a long journey from lover to beloved.
Poet has given different names of cloud as messenger, character, sky, water wind and nature. The Cloud
Journey of Ramagiri to Alkapurt is representing to relationship between men and nature. For example of the

emphasis on the interconnectedness of human being and Nature is Kalidasa’s Meghadiita:

oS TATA IR 391 HEAHACTETS -
FHTRTITA Tl G- EUSHREUS T |

A AT TR hTf-HToeerd o
O T & T ToareTe foreo: ||
[ERIRNE IR ICRICICIRRE

I W CohUTET &%l Hict

oo

I%IOdd\qﬂﬁqviﬂ%‘li?lﬁg T ||

These verses are deal with Kalidasa’s ecological position as a poet of Nature and awareness of physical
world. Kalidasa symbolically interlinks the non-human world with human world. The aforesaid lines are

expression of flowers and tress through the ecological way:
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“When you will be in the vicinity, the Dasarna country will have the hedges of its gardens white-coloured

with the Ketaka flowers opened at their apexes, the sacred trees of its villages will be greatly disturbed by

the nest-making of the domestic birds, its skirts of Jambu forests dark with their ripe fruit, and the swans

halting there for same days™.” The complete existence of human being lies on the environment. The creation

of human being has been a long term evolution process in which ecology plays as the important feature.
Man is different from other species because of his literacy.

Ecology is not only connected but also studies between environment and human being. On the basis
of ecological theory we can define the various part of nature has shown in the Kalidasa’s Meghadiita. This
reflects the important role of ecological perspective. Kalidasa has used beautiful imagery in his poetry from
ecological perspective and effect on human society. Every verse of Meghadiita represents the men and
nature relationship with the Yaksa’s instruction to cloud. The relationship between man and nature can be
defined as interdependent. Our irresponsible actions cause an irreparable damage to nature. In this way the

chain of ecosystem works in which everything is related to each other and shows its effect on one another—
Tt =R FRA TG EIHERTH
SR et gt |
AT~ SARTA e Y Yer g |I°
It has also a pond attached to it, furnished with a flight of steps formed of emerald stones, and closely filled
with full-blown golden lotuses with glistening stalks of vaiduryas, the swans dwelling in the water of which,
being free from anxiety, do not long for (the lake) Manasa, through close at hand, even on seeing you (at the
approach of the rainy season).®
Eco criticism study is based on environment science, but in contemporary society this approach has
been changed. This literary theory not only represent to social life but also to non-human society. Ecology is
a part of main stream of human society. Kalidasa’s Meghadiita is represent to social phenomena from

ecocritical point of view. In the first part of Meghadiita, poet has defined Yaksa is misses his beloved

(YYaksint), and sees in the expression of her beauty in the nature and sharing her feeling in explain the verse:

e firfferaered fasmrar-
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In order to take rest there, thou wilt stay on the mountain called Nicaih bristling, as it were, as they touch
with the Kadamba trees having full-blown flowers; (the mountain) which, by means of its stony houses
redolent of the perfume used by harlots when sporting, discloses the licentious youth of the townsmen. The
reference of Nica Mountain signifies the throbbing youth. The mountain is the treasure of stone — caves
emitting the smell of perfume used in their sports by harlots, proclaims the unrestrained youth of Vidisa.
The care to give shade to female who plucks flowers, shows cloud’s helping nature to benefit others which
is part of society. On reaching the country of Avanti, the old villager sin which are conversant with the
stories about Udayana, repair to the city of Visala, great by its opulence already mentioned to you-the city
which is as it were a bright part of heaven brought brown down (to the earth) by the remaining merit of
those, who, after having lived in heaven, have come down to the earth, (the stock of) the fruits of their
virtuous deeds having run short.** The element of Custom, moral, law, religion soul, god etc. are well
showing here which are the important aspect of human society that affected by nature. Thus, we can say that
Kalidasa’s Meghadita is indicated to all the aspects of human and social ecology. Ecocriticism has given
increased attention to literary representatives of environment and awareness. This approach shifts critical
focus from social relations to natural relation and views the individual as a member of ecological system.
This study has been a delightful aesthetic experience which has enhanced the knowledge in newly
developed field of ecocriticism. The striking presence of coconsciousness makes the poetry ecocritical
valuable.

Conclusion: The important aspect of ecocritical in Kalidasa’s Meghadiita is represent to naturally culture
which are glory Kailasa and Rajahamsa Mountains, beauty of river, green grass etc. As we say that every
verses of Meghadiita is represent to different culture of naturally beauty from Ramagiri to Alaka city. The
artistic Alaka city young women are representing to flowery decoration to their parts of body; flowery trees
with humming of bees, lakes with blooming lotuses give pleasurable atmosphere with unique culture of
Alaka to readers. Where the young women have a sportive lotus in their hands, interweave their hair with
the fresh-blown Kunda blossoms, have the beauty of face rendered yellowish-white with the pollen of
Lodhrarenu flowers and wear the fresh Kurabaka flowers in their braids the lovely Sirisa flowers on their
ears and the Nipa flowers, that spring up into existence at your approach, on the line of the parting of their
hair.> Every things of Alaka city women custom, ritual, tradition, belief etc. are represent to naturally
culture. The natural beauty of flowers like Kunda, Sirisa, Kadamba, Nima, Kutaja, Ketka, etc., trees like
Vakula, Mandara, Asoka, Kalpavrksa, Devadaru , in Alaka city show the facets of nature. The historical
places like Avantt, Vidisa, Dasapura, Devagiri, Ramagiri, Ujjayini, Kuruksetra, Kanakhala, Alaka etc., the
reference of rivers like Reva, Gambhira, Ganga, Gandhavati, Sindhu, Yamuna, Vetravatt, Sarasvati, $ipra,
Carmanvatt etc., and the great mountains like Himalaya, Kailasa, Amarakuta, Vindhya, Nica enhance the
quality of poetry with representation of Green studies (ecocriticism). Kalidasa’s Meghadiita is portray of
different mythological and historical character’s God, Goddess, girls, female plucking flowers, etc. from
human society. Thus, Meghadiita distinguish culture arise from nature, both nature and culture are deeply

connected which is the element of environment approach.
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