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Abstract: 

The objective of this study is to evaluate the Depiction of Social Injustice in Charles Dickens' Oliver 

Twist. Charles Dickens' Oliver Twist is a novel that exposes the social injustice and inequality that pervaded 

Victorian England. Through its vivid portrayal of poverty, exploitation, and oppression, the novel highlights the 

harsh realities faced by the poor and marginalized members of society. Dickens critiques the flaws and failures 

of the criminal justice system, the hypocrisy of the middle class, and the dehumanization of the poor. At the 

same time, he emphasizes the importance of empathy, compassion, and community in addressing these issues 

and working towards a more just and equitable society. This paper examines the depiction of social injustice in 

Oliver Twist, analyzing the novel's major themes, characters, and historical context. It argues that Oliver Twist 

is a powerful work of social critique that continues to inspire readers to advocate for social justice and change. 

Ultimately, this paper demonstrates the enduring relevance of Oliver Twist as a testament to the resilience and 

courage of those who have suffered under oppressive social conditions, and as a call to action for all who seek 

a more just and equitable society. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Charles Dickens' Oliver Twist is a novel that is renowned for its depiction of social injustice during the 

19th century. The novel follows the story of a young orphan boy named Oliver Twist, who is forced to live in a 

workhouse and eventually finds himself in the clutches of a group of criminals led by the infamous Fagin. One 

of the central themes of the novel is the harsh reality of poverty in Victorian England. Dickens paints a vivid 

picture of the living conditions of the poor, including the crowded and squalid conditions of the workhouses. 

The workhouse is depicted as a place of punishment and suffering, where the poor are forced to work long 

hours for little pay, and are subjected to inhumane treatment by the authorities.  Another important theme of the 

novel is the corruption and cruelty of the justice system. Throughout the novel, we see examples of how the law 

can be used to punish the innocent and protect the guilty. For instance, when Oliver is accused of stealing, he is 

sent to a magistrate who is more interested in convicting him than in finding out the truth of the matter.  

Dickens also explores the theme of social class and its impact on individuals. In the novel, the wealthy are 

portrayed as callous and indifferent to the suffering of the poor. They are shown to be more concerned with 

maintaining their own social status than with helping those in need. Conversely, the poor are depicted as victims 

of a system that is stacked against them, with little hope of ever improving their lot in life.   The novel also 

deals with the issue of child labor and exploitation. Dickens portrays the exploitation of children in the 

workhouses and in the criminal underworld, where children are forced to work long hours for little pay and are 

subjected to physical and emotional abuse. 
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Charles Dickens' Oliver Twist is a timeless classic that vividly depicts the social injustices and 

inequalities of Victorian England. The novel follows the life of a young orphan, Oliver Twist, who is subjected 

to a range of injustices, including poverty, child labor, and exploitation. Through the character of Oliver and 

other memorable figures such as Fagin, Nancy, and the Artful Dodger, Dickens exposes the harsh realities of 

life for the poor and marginalized members of society in the 19th century.   Oliver Twist is not only a work of 

fiction but also a reflection of the social and economic conditions of the time. During the 19th century, rapid 

industrialization and urbanization had resulted in significant changes to the structure of society. A growing gap 

between the rich and poor led to widespread poverty and inequality, with many people living in squalid 

conditions and struggling to survive. The novel portrays these realities in a powerful and emotional way, 

bringing attention to the urgent need for social reform and change. 

In this paper, the researcher examined the depiction of social injustice in Oliver Twist and analyzed how 

Dickens portrays the various forms of injustice and inequality present in Victorian society. The study explored 

the novel's major themes, characters, and historical context to understand its relevance and enduring appeal. 

Ultimately, this paper argued that Oliver Twist is not only a literary masterpiece but also a powerful social 

critique that continues to inspire readers to confront issues of injustice and inequality in their own time. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 

The objective of this study is to evaluate the Depiction of Social Injustice in Charles Dickens' Oliver 

Twist. 

THE DEPICTION OF SOCIAL INJUSTICE IN CHARLES DICKENS' OLIVER 

TWIST: 

The portrayal of the criminal underworld: Dickens portrays the criminal underworld in Oliver Twist as a 

place of despair and hopelessness, where poverty and desperation have driven people to a life of crime. He also 

highlights the corrupting influence of the criminal mastermind Fagin, who preys on vulnerable children and 

uses them to carry out his criminal activities.   

The hypocrisy of the middle class: In Oliver Twist, Dickens exposes the hypocrisy of the middle class, who 

often profess to be charitable and compassionate towards the poor, but are actually more concerned with 

maintaining their social status and wealth. This is shown through characters such as Mr. Bumble, the beadle, 

who is more concerned with enforcing the rules of the workhouse than with helping the poor. 

The role of education: Dickens also explores the role of education in perpetuating social injustice. In the novel, 

characters like Noah Claypole and Charley Bates are shown to be products of their environment, having been 

denied access to education and forced to grow up in poverty. This lack of education and opportunity contributes 

to their continued cycle of poverty and criminal behavior. 

The power of the media: Dickens also highlights the power of the media in shaping public opinion and 

perpetuating social injustice. The character of Mr. Fang, the magistrate, is shown to be more concerned with his 
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public image than with delivering justice, and he uses the media to control the narrative and paint Oliver as a 

criminal. 

The oppression of women: Dickens also highlights the oppression of women in Victorian society. Characters 

like Nancy, a prostitute, and Mrs. Corney, the matron of the workhouse, are shown to be victims of a patriarchal 

society that denies them agency and independence. They are forced to rely on men for survival and are 

subjected to abuse and exploitation. 

The role of religion: Dickens critiques the role of religion in perpetuating social injustice. Characters like Mr. 

Bumble and the members of the clergy are shown to be hypocritical and self-serving, using religion to justify 

their actions and oppress the poor. In contrast, characters like Rose Maylie and the Brownlow family embody 

the true spirit of Christianity, demonstrating compassion and kindness towards others. 

The impact of industrialization: Dickens also explores the impact of industrialization on society. The rise of 

factories and mass production leads to the displacement of workers and the creation of slums and ghettos. This 

contributes to the cycle of poverty and desperation that drives people towards crime and exploitation. 

The power of community: Despite the bleakness of the social conditions depicted in Oliver Twist, Dickens 

also highlights the power of community and solidarity in overcoming social injustice. Characters like the Artful 

Dodger and Nancy may be products of their environment, but they also demonstrate a fierce loyalty and 

camaraderie towards their fellow outcasts. This serves as a reminder that even in the darkest of circumstances, 

there is still hope for human connection and compassion. 

The criminal justice system: Dickens portrays the criminal justice system as deeply flawed, corrupt, and 

ineffective. Innocent people like Oliver are wrongly accused and punished, while the real criminals often go 

unpunished. This reflects the broader theme of the novel, which is the need for justice and fairness in society. 

The impact of poverty on children: The novel highlights the impact of poverty on children, who are 

particularly vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. Characters like Oliver and the Artful Dodger are forced to 

fend for themselves at a young age, and they are often subjected to violence, hunger, and neglect. This 

underscores the urgent need for social reform to protect the most vulnerable members of society. 

The dehumanization of the poor: Dickens portrays the poor as dehumanized and marginalized, with no voice 

or agency in society. They are treated as a collective mass, rather than as individuals with their own hopes, 

dreams, and struggles. This dehumanization serves to justify their exploitation and oppression, and it 

perpetuates the cycle of poverty and inequality. 

The importance of empathy and compassion: Ultimately, Oliver Twist is a call to action for greater empathy 

and compassion towards the less fortunate members of society. Characters like Rose Maylie and Mr. Brownlow 

demonstrate the power of kindness and generosity in uplifting others and breaking the cycle of poverty and 

despair. This serves as a reminder that, no matter how bleak the social conditions, there is always hopes for 

positive change through human connection and solidarity. 
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CONCLUSION: 

In conclusion, Charles Dickens' Oliver Twist is a powerful critique of the social injustice and inequality 

that pervaded Victorian England. Through its vivid portrayal of poverty, exploitation, and oppression, the novel 

exposes the harsh realities faced by the poor and marginalized members of society. Dickens highlights the flaws 

and failures of the criminal justice system, the hypocrisy of the middle class, and the dehumanization of the 

poor. At the same time, he emphasizes the importance of empathy, compassion, and community in addressing 

these issues and working towards a more just and equitable society. Through its enduring themes and timeless 

characters, Oliver Twist remains a relevant and compelling work that continues to inspire readers to advocate 

for social justice and change.   The novel's enduring appeal lies in its ability to illuminate the human 

consequences of social injustice and inequality. Through its unforgettable characters and evocative descriptions 

of life in Victorian England, Oliver Twist gives voice to those who are often ignored or silenced in society. Its 

depiction of social injustice serves as a call to action, inspiring readers to confront the ongoing struggle for 

justice and equality in their own time.   Moreover, Oliver Twist is more than just a work of social critique; it is 

also a testament to the resilience and courage of those who have suffered under oppressive social conditions. 

Characters like Oliver, Nancy, and the Artful Dodger may be products of their environment, but they also 

demonstrate a fierce determination to survive and thrive in the face of adversity. Their struggles serve as a 

reminder that, even in the darkest of circumstances, there is still hope for human connection, compassion, and 

transformation.   In short, Oliver Twist is a powerful work of literature that continues to resonate with readers 

today. Its critique of social injustice and inequality is as relevant now as it was in Dickens' time, and its message 

of empathy and compassion remains an urgent call to action for all who seek a more just and equitable society. 
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