
© 2019 JETIR July 2019, Volume 6, Issue 7                                                                          www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR1912278 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org 269 
 

"Impact of Socio-Economic Status on Rural 

Livelihoods in Latur and Hingoli Districts of 

Maharashtra" 
Vilas V. Lute and Ashok S. Hembade 

1Department of Dairy Science, Shivneri Mahavidyalaya Shirur Anantpal Latur, Maharashtra 413544 INDIA 

2Department Dairy Science, Yeshwant Mahavidyalaya, Nanded, Maharashtra 431602 INDIA 

Corresponding Author: vilaslute12345@gmail.com  

Abstract 

This paper discusses the socio-economic status impact on rural livelihoods in districts of Maharashtra, Latur and 

Hingoli. Due to a semi-arid climate, the region presents unique challenges and opportunities for rural 

development. We analyzed indicators such as income levels, education, landholding patterns, employment 

opportunities, and access to basic amenities by using a mixed-method approach in analyzing primary data 

gathered from 400 households spread across 20 villages. The findings highlight a strong relationship between 

the socio-economic status and the quality of rural livelihoods. Households that were better off in terms of 

income and education had better health care, diversified sources of income, and higher standards of living. On 

the other hand, socio-economically deprived groups had fewer opportunities, higher vulnerability to climate 

shocks, and subsistence agriculture. Other factors that affected the gaps in socio-economic outcomes were 

gender and caste dynamics. The study further underlines how government schemes and local self-governance 

help in bringing down inequalities. Although a few programs have had positive impacts on livelihoods, there are 

areas of gaps in implementation and outreach. Targeted interventions such as skill development, enhancement 

of infrastructure, and financial inclusion are emphasized for bringing up the marginalized communities. This 

research offers actionable insights for policymakers and development practitioners seeking to promote inclusive 

growth in rural Maharashtra. It underlines the need for a holistic approach that addresses structural inequalities 

and enhances the resilience of rural livelihoods in the face of socio-economic and environmental challenges. 
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1. Introduction 

Socio-economic status (SES) encompasses various factors such as income, education, occupation, and access to 

resources, playing a pivotal role in shaping the livelihoods of rural populations. In India, particularly in states 

like Maharashtra, SES significantly influences the quality of life, access to opportunities, and overall well-being 

of individuals and communities [1-2]. This study focuses on the Latur and Hingoli districts in Maharashtra, 

aiming to explore the intricate relationship between SES and rural livelihoods in these regions. SES is a critical 
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determinant of access to resources and opportunities in rural areas [3]. Higher SES often correlates with better 

education, healthcare, and economic prospects, while lower SES is associated with limited access to these 

essential services [4]. Understanding the relationship between SES and rural livelihoods is vital for developing 

targeted interventions to alleviate poverty and promote sustainable development [5-6]. Latur and Hingoli, 

located in the Marathwada region of Maharashtra, are predominantly agrarian districts facing challenges such as 

water scarcity, limited industrialization, and socio-economic disparities. The Economic Survey of Maharashtra 

highlights the state's diverse economic landscape, with regions like Marathwada lagging in development 

indicators compared to more prosperous areas [3, 7].  In Maharashtra, SES disparities significantly affect rural 

livelihoods. Studies indicate that regions with higher SES enjoy better access to education, healthcare, and 

employment opportunities, leading to improved living standards. Conversely, lower SES regions face 

challenges such as poverty, limited access to essential services, and vulnerability to economic shocks. The 

Economic Survey of Maharashtra provides comprehensive data on these disparities, emphasizing the need for 

targeted policy interventions [8-9]. Latur and Hingoli face specific challenges that impact rural livelihoods: 

 Agricultural Dependence: A significant portion of the population relies on agriculture, making 

livelihoods vulnerable to climatic variations and market fluctuations. 

 Water Scarcity: Recurring droughts and inadequate irrigation infrastructure exacerbate water scarcity, 

affecting agricultural productivity. 

 Educational Attainment: Lower levels of education limit employment opportunities beyond 

agriculture, perpetuating cycles of poverty. 

 Healthcare Access: Limited healthcare facilities contribute to poor health outcomes, further hindering 

economic productivity. 

The Indian government has implemented various schemes to improve rural livelihoods, such as the National 

Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), aiming to enhance socio-economic conditions through self-employment 

and skill development. However, the effectiveness of these programs in Latur and Hingoli requires further 

evaluation to understand their impact on SES and rural livelihoods [9-10]. While existing literature addresses 

SES and rural livelihoods in India, there is a paucity of research focusing specifically on Latur and Hingoli. 

This study aims to fill this gap by examining the relationship between SES and rural livelihoods in these 

districts, providing insights for policymakers and development practitioners to design effective interventions 

tailored to the unique challenges of these regions [11-12]. Understanding the impact of socio-economic status 

on rural livelihoods in Latur and Hingoli is crucial for developing targeted strategies to improve living standards 

and promote sustainable development. This study seeks to contribute to this understanding by exploring the 

specific challenges and opportunities in these districts, offering a foundation for informed policy decisions [12]. 
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2. Methodology  

The study employed a mixed-method approach to examine the impact of socio-economic status (SES) on rural 

livelihoods in Latur and Hingoli districts. Primary data were collected from 400 households across 20 villages 

through structured questionnaires and interviews. The data covered key indicators such as income levels, 

education, landholding patterns, employment, and access to basic services [13]. Quantitative data were analyzed 

using statistical tools to identify trends and correlations, while qualitative insights were derived from interviews 

to understand socio-cultural dynamics, including gender and caste influences. Secondary data from government 

reports, economic surveys, and previous studies complemented the analysis, providing a broader context for the 

findings. The methodology ensured comprehensive coverage of SES impacts while addressing regional 

challenges such as agricultural dependence, water scarcity, and limited healthcare access. By combining 

quantitative and qualitative methods, the study provided actionable insights for policymakers to design targeted 

interventions to improve rural livelihoods and reduce inequalities [14]. 

3. Results and Discussions  

3.1. Demographic Profile 

Table I :- Demographic Profile of Latur and Hingoli District.  

Parameter Latur (N=150) Hingoli (N=150) 

Average household size 5.4 5.7 

Female-headed households 12% 15% 

Literacy rate 74% 69% 

 

The table 1 highlights key demographic characteristics of Latur and Hingoli. Both areas have sizable average 

household sizes, pointing to the prevalence of extended families. Hingoli has a marginally higher percentage of 

female-headed households, which may suggest relatively greater economic independence among women in the 

region. Literacy rates are high in both districts, with Latur showing a slight advantage, possibly reflecting better 

access to education. These observations underscore potential social and economic differences between the two 

regions. 
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3.2. Income and Employment 

Table II :- Income and Employment of Latur and Hingoli District. 

Parameter Latur Hingoli 

Average annual income (₹) ₹50,000 ₹42,000 

Agriculture-based employment 72% 80% 

Daily wage laborers 18% 14% 

Small business owners 8% 4% 

 

The table II reveals key economic differences between Latur and Hingoli. Latur residents have a slightly higher 

average annual income. Agriculture remains the dominant sector in both regions, but Hingoli has a higher 

reliance on it. Daily wage labor is more common in Latur, while small business ownership is more prevalent in 

Hingoli. These variations suggest potential differences in economic opportunities and income distribution 

between the two regions. 

3.3. Agricultural Productivity 

Table III :-  Agricultural Productivity of Latur and Hingoli District. 

Parameter Latur Hingoli 

Average landholding (acres) 3.1 2.6 

Irrigated land (% of total) 60% 45% 

Crop yield (kg/acre) 900 750 
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The table III offers an overview of agricultural productivity in Latur and Hingoli. Latur features larger average 

landholdings and a greater proportion of irrigated land than Hingoli. Additionally, crop yield per acre is 

considerably higher in Latur. These advantages indicate that Latur benefits from enhanced agricultural 

productivity, which may support higher rural incomes and improved food security in the area. 

3.4. Access to Services 

Table IV :-  Access to Services of Latur and Hingoli District. 

Service Latur (%) Hingoli (%) 

Households with electricity 92% 89% 

Access to healthcare 58% 48% 

Clean drinking water 67% 59% 

 

The table IV highlights access to essential services in Latur and Hingoli. While both regions have high 

electricity coverage, Latur maintains a slight edge. However, access to healthcare and clean drinking water 
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remains limited in both areas, with Latur showing a modest advantage. These observations point to challenges 

in obtaining basic services, particularly in Hingoli, which may affect health outcomes and overall quality of life. 

3.5. Government Support 

Table V :-  Government Support of Latur and Hingoli District. 

 

 

 

 

 

The table V shows that awareness of key government schemes is high in both Latur and Hingoli. MGNREGA, a 

rural employment guarantee program, has the highest awareness in both districts. Crop insurance (PMFBY) and 

rural housing schemes (PMAY) also have significant awareness, though slightly higher in Latur. These findings 

suggest that government schemes are relatively well-known in both regions, which could facilitate their 

effective implementation and impact on rural livelihoods. 

4. Conclusion  

This study demonstrates how socio-economic status (SES) significantly influences rural livelihoods in Latur 

and Hingoli. Households with higher SES enjoy better education, healthcare access, and income diversification, 

resulting in improved living standards and resilience. In contrast, lower SES groups face limited opportunities, 

subsistence agriculture, and greater vulnerability to climate shocks. While government schemes like 

MGNREGA and PMAY have shown positive effects, gaps in implementation persist, especially in Hingoli. 

Addressing these disparities requires targeted interventions in skill development, infrastructure, and financial 

Scheme Awareness Latur (%) Hingoli (%) 

MGNREGA 80% 78% 

Crop insurance (PMFBY) 60% 55% 

Rural housing (PMAY) 65% 50% 
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inclusion. A holistic approach is essential to reduce inequalities, enhance resilience, and promote sustainable 

rural development in the region. 
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