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Dubious Battle"

S. Saikripal, Dr. V. Manimozhi?

1Ph.D Research Scholar, Bharath Institute of Higher Education and Research (BIHER), Chennai.
1Assistant Professor of English, Vels Institute of Science, Technology & Advanced Studies (VISTAS), Chennai.

2Supervisor & HOD in English, Bharath Institute of Higher Education and Research (BIHER), Chennai.

Abstract

Based on historical events from the 1933 California beach and cotton strikes, the Pixley Cotton Strike, in
particular, is about 50 miles north of Bakersfield, California. Milton's Paradise Lost, the title of the Battle of
Dubious; This is how Satan classifies rebellion against God. The word "dubious"” is double-edged for Milton.
This could mean "Grapes for Grapes", which is what Satan wants us to see, or "fish" the description of God's
party. This is the story of the working class during the recession, striking against an increasingly brutal
establishment, leading to the creation of workers' rights, including the minimum wage.
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Poor of Oppression

This novel about conflict is class-based. Landlords, dealers and local authorities all oppose and oppress
workers because they belong to the lower class. Without the support of their community or the government, the
workers are becoming poorer. They are unpleasant for their wealth, but this attitude of rejection and
manipulation makes workers impoverished.

The distinction between upper and lower classes is sharp because “privileged” landlords embody the basic
reputation. In contrast, immigrants carry these burdens, as well as fighting their own class rivals of stigma and
oppression.

Belonging

Migrant fruit pickers suffer from bad reputations as they do not belong to the local population. This idea of
belonging or not belonging is mainly rooted in emotion. A sense of how secure, welcoming or capable a person
is within a particular community. In California, migrant workers are considered sub-human because they are
outsiders. Their external position prevents them from normal protections and familiar society, so they evolve
on their own. Within the party, workers like Jim are making it up among themselves so they can see what they
own.

They realize that the problem is to accept and respect each issue. Through the party, the fruit-bearers find
meaning, reception, security and acceptance, because each new member is very much needed to make the
movement a success.
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Co-operative organization

When Jim enters the world of political engagement with the fruit-bearing party, he recognizes the power of
mobilization and organization. Migrant workers oppressed under Doc's leadership find a hope in their unified
voice. Despite the lack of equity progress, they are now active members of their community as a result of Doc's
leadership bands. He urges all workers to become more involved in their work in the community. By
participating in a group, individual workers can achieve more than they can

How employers should handle a company that can work alone. Through their collaboration, workers find hope
because they can communicate with a group of like-minded people.

Economic crisis and competitive pressure

To build their capacity, California is still in the midst of a severe economic crisis. This situation has led to a
decrease in their income. There is no unique answer or solution to overcome these difficulties. In all these
circumstances, there is an urgent need for this economic crisis. It is important that (the strikers, the protesters)
can look at these challenges and opportunities from a cooperative perspective and look for innovative solutions
that can help growth in line with their values and principles.

Trust and mutuality

Many volunteer efforts illustrate the dilemma of focusing on short-term immediate survival, as well as
pursuing long-term, shared goals. Confidence and reciprocity are common with varying degrees of intensity in
cooperative arrangements. Trust is the ability to respond to perceived uncertainties in order to cope with risk,
while the provision of exchange and take-off. The findings provide implications for trust and mutual
participation in building relationships between organizations.

Subjects of significant critical scrutiny

This article examines the strikes that provided the basis for the dubious war. It analyzes how Steinbeck used
the chapters of the Tagus Ranch Peach strike in August 1933 and a cotton strike across the San Joaquin Valley
that October. Using periodic accounts, it examines how Steinbeck stepped away from the details of these
labour disputes to clarify the central themes of the novel.

This article brings these events to bear on the representation of Mack and Jim Nolan, whose aims and methods
have been the subject of significant critical scrutiny. While Steinbeck does not necessarily portray these
characters positively, the DuBois war indicates that the primary responsibility for human suffering lies with the
peasantry, as they lead to an economic framework that limits the opportunities available to the working class.

Dispute between an employer and employees

Labor disputes over the terms of negotiating collective bargaining terms (such as employment conditions,
margin benefits, hours or hours of work, tenure, wages, etc.) or the implementation of already agreed terms
refer to the dispute between an employer and its employees. Once Incessantly Fast- [Acid, a marvellous novel
of social unrest and the story of a young man's struggle for identity.

The Battle of Dubious is set in the apple of California, where a strike by migrant workers against predatory
landowners spirals out of control. Caught up in the course of the upsurge of the strike, he briefly becomes its
leader and is eventually crushed in its service.

The central focus is on labor injustice, group dynamics and human potential

It tells the tragic story of a labor strike among apple growers and pickups in a fictional California, considered
his first major novel, and Steinbeck readers will look at several themes, then labor's injustices, group dynamics,
and man's ability and predisposition to cruelty.

JETIR2004594 | Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org | 697


http://www.jetir.org/

© 2020 JETIR April 2020, Volume 7, Issue 4 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

The same themes were later explored in Steinbeck's earliest work, The Grapes of Wrath (published in 1939
and won the National Book Award and Steinbeck won the Nobel Prize in 1962).

Steinbeck tells the story of Jim Nolan, a young and impassioned man who devoted himself to participating in a
Communist-Party socialist style, in a style reminiscent of his works Of Mice and Men (as well as the theme of
Jack London). In a labor strike between the apple pickers and the farmers' union.

Guided by (and used by) senior labor activist Mac McLeod, Jim teaches the basics of the labor system and the
hard way about society's reaction to and against such actions. Steinbeck has been objectively sympathetic to
the workers' movements and the nobility of the common man, and offers some harsh criticism of socialism,
particularly about the best practices of capitalism in which they fight.

Character development and different people mean different sides of the conflict

Using strong and powerful language, Steinbeck describes those who run the establishment. Simply put with
stimulating languages and images and a timeless message, The War of the Dubious is one of Steinbeck's lesser-
known but more serious works. Jim was a newcomer to the Communist Party. Mac, a striking activist, takes
him under his wing, and they head to Apple Valley, California, where employers have reduced wages.

Here they meet different people who represent different sides of the conflict. Steinbeck's character
development is so impressive here that he created an ensemble cast and breathed life into each, so that they are
all real and not just two-dimensional caricatures. Although the author first sets out to write a non-fiction
account of a workers' strike, he succeeds in portraying it as a completely plausible fiction, which is not dragged
down by the political agenda.

Although Steinbeck was a working man, his sympathies did not make him completely blind to the fall of the
"far left.” When man rules the earth, he questions why man is subjected to a subsistence life, why wealth
should not be shared well, Steinbeck points out the lazy and unchanging. Share.

For some men to rule, they need the greed to gather all the wealth and power they can for their own selfishness.

There again, those extremists are just screwing it up for the rest of the people stuck in the middle. Writing
novels about the poor and dispossessed in California in the 1930s and giving John Steinbeck a reputation in the
process of drawing the wrath of farmer organizations and the FBI's attention, it continues to this day.

Steinbeck's favourite themes

The novel operates on several levels. At its simplest level, it analyzes the process of manipulating a group to
achieve a political outcome. However, this is one of Steinbeck’s favourite themes of study - the way in which
group behaviour and the behaviour of individuals differ. The novel also serves as Jim Nolan's Bildungsroman,
a psychological portrait of a young man who discovers his talents and strengths as he moves from discontent to
self-knowledge.

Unusually for Steinbeck, the novel has little description of the natural world. Instead, most of the action is in
conversation. However, even in the absence of descriptive language, the story has a cinematic quality. It can
be portrayed as scenes of a film in the novel - detailed, vivid and striking. The characters also strike with a
solidity and realism, which is to be expected from Steinbeck’s writing.

Clear use of practical psychological concepts

Everybody loves the work of John Steinbeck, because it was a source of entertainment for reading, but for later

years. Readers have been raised by the fact that his writing has demonstrated the clear application of the
practical psychological concepts of Carl Jung, William James and other philosophers. They learned such ideas
in the development of critical skills training in business and industry.
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It is important for us to consider today's employee tasks so that task elements are not tracked using such
primitive methods. Steinbeck's description and use of the concept of "phalanx” refers to the particular quality,
personality and collective behaviour of a social group or community. Evidence of how this idea influenced
Steinbeck can be clearly seen in many of his novels. The phalanx’s influence on a group, gang, or community
can be seen in book life, in In Dubious Battle, The Moon is Down, Cannery Row, Sweet Thursday and
others.

Gang behaviour is ultimately the result of members ’adulthood. It can take on the unique character of the
personality, such as the unpredictability that Mac described in Dubois. It may have its own preferences,
different from the wishes or wishes of its majority members, such as the leadership, charter, or directives of the
committee.

Steinbeck's view of psychology

«+ The group, like the gang, can derive a completely different psychology from its individual members.
%+ Psych group psychology is a (sometimes negative) counterpoint to personal psychology
«+ Psych group psychology may cause them to behave in ways that individual members do not consider.

Here it will add the following observations.

> Except in this case in Psych group psychology there may be a similar reaction to the shadow scheme
that is sometimes seen between two people, the group and the individual or class.

> Reduced ability for team members' adult development or personalization status, negative or devastating
impacts. As the maturity of the adult grows, the strength of the group will increase beyond its obvious
numbers or sources.

There is much more to describe group or gang behaviour because it contrasts with individual behaviour, and in
this understanding we are far behind, and the future seems bleak to say the least.

Conclusion

Some people have to die in a worker's struggle to make a reasonable profit from their labour, and even party
members - first happiness and then Jim - are spent on the benefit of the group. The “group man” phenomenon
causes striking fruit workers to act in predictable ways. Upon waking up, usually bleeding, they move together
as an unstoppable force. However, without an immediate goal, the organism is thought to be sober and weak
members, so the organism must be “fed” again and again to prevent movement failure.

The damage (loss or injury of a person) can be remedied until the remaining cells work together toward a
common goal. In pursuit of the goal, members will increase morale through a ritual funeral from the use of the
body of a slain companion to the delivery of a child and the trust of the employee.

“From the moral standpoint of the group man, things and people can be used as a means to an end - the
ultimate benefit of the party. In a larger sense, the striking fruit-bearers of the In- dubious War are sacrificed to
the success of future party efforts. Mack never believed that the strike demanded a fair wage for workers, yet ..
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