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GUNA IN UPANISADS — A SURVEY

Tapan Kumar Das, Ph.D. Scholar, Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan, West Bengal, India.

Abstract: Guna is a poetic element. According to some, it is a soul of poetry. Bharata said that, the opposite of Dosa is Guna.
Although there is disagreement about the number of Guna, Bhamaha admits three Gunas. They are Madhurya, Ojoh and Prasada.
After discussing the symptoms of these three Gunas, examples are given from the Upanisads. In conclusion the importance of the
Upanisads in finding the source of Guna is undeniable.
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A large number of rhetoricians have emerged themselves in the discussion of sanskrit poetics, but they do not agree with soul
of poetry. Therefore, we can see several schools with their different opinions. Amongst them, one of the school thinks that Guna
is the cause of poetry (kavya). According to them, presence of Guna makes a kavya a good one. The beauty of poetry is firstly
created by Guna, then it is enhanced by Alamkara. In this context Vamana’s statement is —

“Kavyasobhayah kartaro dharma Gunastadatisayahetavastvalamkarah.”?

Between Guna and Alamkara, the application of Guna is more important than the application of Alamkara. The application of
Guna is mandatory, but the application of Alamkara is subject to the will of poet. On this issue Bhoja said — “Tatra ca
gunopadanalamkarayogayorgunopadanam gariyah.”? According to Bharata, the opposite of Dosa is Guna —

“Ete dosa hi kavyasya maya samyak prakirtitah
Guna viparyayadesam madhuryaudaryalaksanah 11"

According to Bharata, the number of Guna is ten —

“Slesah prasadah samata samadhirmadhuryamojah padasaukumaryam |
Arthasya ca vyaktirudarata ca kantisca kavyasya Guna dasaite 1™

On the otherhand, Bhamaha accepted only three Gunas, i.e. — Madhurya, Ojah and Prasada. Later Bharata was followed by
Dandin and Vamana. Though there is a difference between the acceptance of humbers of these Gunas. While Dandin accepted
only ten Gunpas, Vamana said twenty of them. Dhvanivadin and Rasavadin conceptualized Guna as — “Tamarthamavalambante
ye’nginam te Gunah smrtah 17 Also —

“Ye rasasyangino dharmah sauryadaya ivatmanah |
Utkarsahetavaste syuracalasthitayoh gunah 11

Madhurya, Ojah and Prasada — these three Gunas belong to $rngaradi nava rasas. Madhurya with Srngara, Karuna and Santa
expresses the mind, while Ojah with Raudra, Vira and Bibhatsa exhibits the same. Similarly, Prasada Guna is associated with
Hasya, Bhayanaka and Adbhuta rasa. Now we will discuss about these Gunas —

Madhurya: From Bharata to Jagannatha, all of the rhetoricians accepted this Guna. Although there is disagreement over its
definition. Bhamaha said — “Sravyam natisamastartham kavyam madhuramisyate ”” According to Mammata — “Ahladakatvam

madhuryam.”® This Guna, which is associated with a fewer compound words and soft letters, reveals érigara, karuna and $anta
rasas.

Ojah: This Guna is also recognized by all of the ancient rhetoricians. Dandin prescribed it as — “Ojah samasabhiiyastvam.” It
has more compound terms. Bhamaha also said — “Kecidojo’bhidhitsantah samasyanti bahtnyapi.”'® Vira, Bibhatsa and Raudra
rasas’ expressive Guna, Ojah has enormous compound terms.

Prasada: This Guna is also universally accepted. Sentences with this Guna are easy to understand. Bhamaha said —
“Avidvadanganabalapratitartham prasadavat.”'' Dandin’s definition is — “Prasadavat prasiddhartham.”*? This Guna is
‘madhyamasamasayuktam’ and ‘madhyamavarnasamghatitam’. It indicates Hasya, Adbhuta and Bhayanaka rasas.

Now, their examples are being quoted from the Upanisads —

Madhurya

“Na tatra Siirya bhati na Candratarakam nema vidyuto bhanti kuto’yamagnih |
Tameva bhantamanubhati sarvam tasya bhasa sarvamidam vibhati | 17

“Naham manye suvedeti no na vedeti veda ca|
Yo nastadveda tadveda no na vedeti veda ca 1
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“Tadejati tannaijati taddtre tadvantike |
Tadantarasya sarvasya tadu sarvasyasya bahyatah 1 "1°

“So’kamayata — bahu syam prajayeyeti | Sa tapo’tapyata | Sa tapastaptva ldam sarvamasrjata 116

“Yatra supto na kaficana kamam kamayate, na kaficana svapnam paSyati, tat susuptam %/

iti 118

“Kalt karalt ca manojava ca sulohita ya ca sudhimravarnal
SphulinginT vi$varuci ca devi lelayamana iti sapta jihvahi
Kaman yah kamayate manyamanah sa kamabhirjayate tatra tatra|
Paryaptakamasya krtatmanastu ihaiva sarve praviliyanti kamah 11

“Navadvare pure dehi hamso lelayate bahih|
Vasl sarvasya lokasya sthavarasya carasya call
Vedahametam purusam mahantamadityavarnam tamasah parastat |
Tameva viditva’ti mrtyumeti nanyah pantha vidyate’yanaya 117?
“....nainam papma tarati sarvam papmanam tarati nainam papma tapati sarvam papmanam tapati vipapo virajo’vicikitso
brahmano bhavatyesa brahmalokah samradenam prapito’siti hovaca yajiiavalkyah so’ham bhagavate videhan dadami mam capi
saha dasyayeti| "

Ojah

“Yacchedvanmanasi prajiiastad yacchejjiiana atmani |
Jianamatmani mahati niyacchettad yacchecchanta atmani ||
Parafici khani vyatrnt svayambhiistasmat paran pasyati nantaratman |
Kascid dhirah pratyagatmanamaiksad avrttacaksuramrtatvamicchan 11722

“Srotrasya $rotram manaso mano yad vaco ha vacam sa u pranasya pranah |
Caksusascaksuratimucya dhirah pretyasmallokadamrta bhavanti 1172

“Sa paryagacchukramakayamavranamasnaviram sudhamapapaviddham

Kavirmanisi paribhiith svayambhiiryathatathyato’rthan vyadadhacchasvatibhyah samabhyah 11724

“Adhilokamadhijyautisamadhividyamadhi prajamadhyatmam ?®

“Nantahprajfiam na  bahihprajiam nobhayatahprajlam  na  prajfianaghanam na prajlam  naprajiam|
Adrstamavyavaharyamagrahyamalaksanamacintyamavyapade$yamekatmapratyayasaram prapaficopasamam $antam
$ivamadvaitam caturtham manyante | Sa atma Sa vijiieyah 12

“Atha  yadu caivasmifichavyam kurvanti yadi ca  narcismevabhisambhavantyarciso’harahna  aptryamanapaksa-
mapiiryamanapaksad yan sadudanneti masamstan. .... 11"%

“YattadadreSyamagrahyamagotramavarnamacaksuhsrotram tadapanipadam 2

“Yasyagnihotramadar$amapaurnamasamacaturmasyamanagrayanamatithivarjitam ca %

Prasada

“Atmanam rathinam viddhi ariram rathameva tu
Buddhim tu sarathim viddhi manah pragrahameva ca 1%

“Agniryathaiko bhuvanam pravisto ripam ripam pratiriipo babhuva
Ekastatha sarvabhiitantaratma riipam riipam pratiriipo bahisca 113

“Stryo yatha sarvalokasya caksurna lipyate caksusairbahyadosaih
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Ekastatha sarvabhiitantaratma na lipyate lokaduhkhena bahyah 1173

“YaccaksUsa na pasyati yena caksimsi pasyati |
Tadeva brahma tvam viddhi nedam yadidamupasate 117

“Isa vasyamidam sarvam yatkifica jagatyam jagat|
Tena tyaktena bhufijitha ma grdhah kasyasvid dhanam 1%

“Yasmin sarvani bhatanyatmaivabhidvijanatah
Tatra ko mohah kah $oka ekatvamanupas$yatah 1 1”3

“Annadbhiitani jayante jatanyannena vardhante |
Adyate’tti ca bhiitani tasmadannam taducyate | 1”3

“Yada karmasu kamyesu striyam svapnesu pasyati |
Samrddhim tatra janiyat tasmin svapnanidar$ane |17

“Pranavo dhanuh $aro hyatma brahma tallaksyamucyate |
Apramattena veddhavyam $aravattanmayo bhavet 11”3

From the above discussion, it can be said that, the importance of the Upanisads in finding the source of discussion of Guna is
undeniable.
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