
© 2021 JETIR June 2021, Volume 8, Issue 6                                                                                           www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2106915 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org g710 
 

Role of NSS in Higher Education: Some Aspects of 

Qualitative Development  

Dr. Kartick Saha1 

An eminent and pertinent question regarding higher education which is arisen by different strata of the society 

not only in the country but also in the world is the development of higher education from qualitative point of 

view.  Here an effort has been made to correlate the development of qualitative higher education some aspects of 

NSS activities.   NSS or National Service Scheme is a policy based on ideology of community service by the youth 

planned by the Government of India under the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Human Resource Development. 

However, the scheme developed in an evolutionary process since independence. Since its implementation from 

beginning it spread throughout the country in different educational institutions in 10+2 and higher level. In fact, 

gradually, NSS and the education in higher stage both are influencing and enriching each other. However, now a 

day a question has been raised that the academically intelligent and meritorious students are not involving or 

participating in the NSS activities. Rather they are less interested towards NSS programmes. The issue has been 

taken by the policy makers, co-coordinators and even programme officers very seriously and it is also being 

discussed by them. Efforts are also taken to attract all the students including those meritorious students, 

particularly in higher education sector, to the NSS activities. Workshops and Seminars have also been arranged. In 

this process a seminar was organized by Tufanganj Mahavidyalay, Cooch Behar in collaboration with the 

University of North Bengal entitled “The Role of NSS in Higher Education.” There I presented a paper by name 

“Role of NSS in Higher Education: Ideology and Research Methodology.” I am writing that theme in this article 

with some modifications resulted from the seminar discussion aiming at drawing out the essentials of NSS 

ideologies in present day higher educational institutions and also to draw the attention of the meritorious 

students in higher education to the research-methodological aspects of NSS, through which they can gather 

experiences for their future research activities.   

    

  The idea of involving students in the task of national service in India dates back to the times of Mahatma Gandhi, 

the father of the nation. The central theme which he tried to impress upon his student audience time and again 

was that they should always keep before them, their social responsibility. The first duty of the students should be, 
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not to treat their period of study as one of the opportunities for indulgence in intellectual luxury, but for 

preparing themselves for final dedication in the service of those who provided the sinews of the nation with the 

national goods & services so essential to society. Advising them to form a living contact with the community in 

whose midst their institution is located, he suggested that instead of undertaking academic research about 

economic and social disability, the students should do something positive so that the life of the villagers might be 

raised to a higher material and moral level. 

After India got independence there was an urge from the government side to introduce social service for 

students, both as a measure of educational reform and as a means of improvement of the quality of intelligent 

human resource. Thus the University Grants Commission headed by Dr. Radhakrishnan recommended 

introduction of national service in the academic institutions. The idea was again considered by the Central 

Advisory Board of Education at its meeting held January, 1950 and recommended that the students in association 

of teachers should devote some time to manual work on a voluntary basis. The draft of the First Five Year Plan, 

1952 of India also stressed on the need for social and labour service for students for one year. Another significant 

development in this context was the letter of Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in 1958 to the Chief 

Ministers mooting the idea of having social service as a prerequisite for graduation. 

However, there was still to have a suitable scheme for introduction of national service into the academic 

institutions. So the conference of the education ministers, 1959 viewed that it was essential to integrate social 

service with the educational process as early as possible. According to the recommendation of the conference a 

National Service Committee was appointed under the Chairmanship of Dr. C.D. Deshmukh on August 28, 1959 to 

make concrete suggestions in this direction. The committee recommended nine months compulsory national 

service for all students. Prof. K.G. Saiyidain studying the national service by students implemented in several 

countries of the world recommended in his report “National Service for the Youth” to develop a feasible scheme 

of social service by students. 

It is also seen that the Education Commission headed by Dr. D.S. Kothari (1964-66) recommended students at all 

stages of education be associated with some form of social service. This was taken into account by the State 

Education Minister during their conference in April 1967 and they recommended that at the university stage, 

students could be permitted to join the National Cadet Corps (NCC) which was already in existence on a voluntary 

basis and an alternative to this could be offered to them in the form of a new programme called the National 

Service Scheme (NSS). Promising sportsmen, however, should be exempted from both and allowed to join another 

scheme called the National Sports Organization (NSO), in view of the need to give priority to the development of 

sports and athletics.  
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 Realizing the significance the Vice Chancellors’ Conference in September, 1969 welcomed this recommendation 

and suggested that a special committee of Vice Chancellors could be set up to examine this question in detail. In 

the statement of national policy on education of the Government of India, it was laid down that work experience 

and national service should be an integral part of education. In May, 1969, a conference of the students’ 

representatives of the universities and institutions of higher learning convened by the Ministry of Education and 

the University Grants Commission also unanimously declared that national service could be a powerful instrument 

for national integration. It could be used to introduce urban students to rural life. Projects of permanent value 

could also be undertaken as a symbol of the contribution of the student community to the progress and 

upliftment of the nation.   

The response of students to the scheme has been quite encouraging. Starting with an enrollment of 40,000 

students in 1969, the coverage of NSS students, increased to 11.36 lakhs during 1995-96. The coverage of NSS 

students during the 6th, 7th and 8th Five Year Plan was as under:-   

Year Number of members 

1980-81     4.75  lakhs 

1981-82    5.12  lakhs 

1982-83    5.40  lakhs 

1983-84    5.71  lakhs 

1984-85    6.10  lalkhs 

1985-86    7.20  lakhs 

1986-87    7.74  lakhs 

1987-88    8.50  lakhs 

1988-89    8.88  lakhs 

1989-90    10.38  lakhs 

1990-91    10.97  lakhs 

1991-92     10.26  lakhs 

1992-93     10.26  lakhs 

1993-94     11.16  lakhs 

1994-95    11.24  lakhs 

1995-96    11.36  lakhs 

1996-97    12.89  lakhs 

1997-98    13.52  lakhs 
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The National Policy on Education 1986, with modification undertaken in 1992 envisages that opportunities will be 

provided for the youth to involve themselves in national and social development through educational institutions 

and outside agencies. Students will be required to participate in one or the other existing schemes, namely, the 

National Service Scheme, National Cadet Corps. The National Service Volunteer Scheme will also be strengthened.    

“Academic credit for extension work could be considered and in certain areas directly related to extension 

activities like social work and rural development” (National Policy on Education – Recommendation para 8.22).  In 

pursuance of the above recommendations the programme of Action 1992 on National Policy on Education 

provides that special incentives be evolved to encourage teachers’ interest and participation, quite apart from 

incentives to encourage and sustain participation of students and youth in these programmes. 

The overall aim of National Service Scheme as envisaged earlier, is to give an extension dimension to the higher 

education system and orient the student youth to community service while they are studying in educational 

institution. The reason for the formulation of this objective is the general realization that the college and +2 level 

students have a tendency to get alienated from the village/slum masses which constitute the majority of the 

population of the country. The educated youth who are expected to take the reins of administration in future are 

found to be unaware of the problems of the village/slum community and in certain cases are indifferent towards 

their needs and problems. Therefore it is necessary to arouse the social conscience of the students, and to provide 

them an opportunity to work with the people in the villages and slums. It is felt that their interaction with the 

common villagers and slum dwellers will expose them to the realities of life and bring about a change in their 

social perception.   

The operational aim of NSS is to integrate the three basic components of the programme. NSS programme should 

provide a variety of learning experiences which must develop a sense of participation, service and achievement 

among the volunteers. The activities should aim at the following:- (i) making education more relevant to the 

present situation to meet the felt needs of the community and supplement the education of the 

university/college students by bringing them face to face with the rural situation; (ii) Providing opportunities to 

the students to play their role in planning and executing development projects which would not only help in 

creating durable community assets in rural areas and urban slums but also results in the improvement of quality 

of life of the economically and socially weaker sections of the community; (iii) Encouraging  students and non-

students to work together along with the adults in rural areas; (iv) Developing qualities of leadership by 

discovering the latent potential among the campers, both students as well as local youth (Rural and Urban), with a 

view to involve them more intimately in the development programme and also to ensure proper maintenance of 
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the assets created during the camps; (v) Emphasizing dignity of labour and self-help and the need for combining 

physical work with intellectual pursuits; (vi) Encouraging youth to participate enthusiastically in the process of 

national development and promote national integration, through corporate living and cooperative action.  While 

undertaking these activities, each NSS unit should envisage its programmes/activities aimed at instilling discipline, 

building character, promotion of physical fitness and development of culture. 

After identification of the needs of the community and the selection of projects, the programme officer should 

look for the Government agency or a voluntary organization that can assist in the completion of a particular 

project. The different departments of the Government like forest, agriculture, adult education, health, child and 

family welfare, can render very useful assistance to the project pertaining to community work. Voluntary 

organisations can also help in forming public opinion in favour of NSS projects. Adult education samitis, Nasha 

Bandi Boards, Yuva Mandals and Mahila Mandals can provide additional assistance to the NSS units. Similarly 

voluntary land statutory welfare agencies such as Community Centers, Residential Institutions for 

children/women, the Aged and Institutions for physically handicapped and disabled can provide a wide scope of 

the choice of service to the NSS volunteers. NSS volunteers can be placed with these agencies considering the 

inherent aptitudes and inclinations of NSS volunteers. NSS volunteers must be told to develop a sense of 

belonging and respect for the people with whom they are working. Working in close collaboration with these 

agencies will help the NSS volunteers in understanding the problems of a vulnerable section of the society. 

 

After the discussion of the development of National Service Scheme in Indian educational sector with its aims and 

objectives and also functions now we can see how this scheme can also become suitable and ingredients of 

progressing higher education with ideological and researchical aptitude and skill among the students. It is 

generally thought, as the present day demands, that education should be cumulated with ideology. In ancient 

Indian tradition knowledge is power which in its philosophic basis develop ideology of scientific ideas and 

devotion among the youth. This tradition of devotional ideology with NSS activities can be practiced, developed 

and sharpened. It will obviously help education in case of higher sector to be founded on the ethical and 

philosophic basis. It will not only grow the sacrificial attitude of the students with selfless mentality in the higher 

educational level but also help in intellectual and academic development in the same line. 

 The NSS programme aims to inculcate social welfare in students and to provide service to society without bias. 

NSS volunteers work to ensure that everyone who is needy gets help to enhance their standard of living and lead 

a life of dignity. In doing so, volunteers learn from people in villages how to lead a good life despite a scarcity of 

resources. It also provides help in natural and man-made disaster by providing food, clothing and first aid to the 
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disaster victims. Thus the NSS activities made the students belonged to higher education real social being with 

their community service. Thus it caused socialization of higher education. The National Policy on Education, 1986 

with modification in 1992 envisages that the opportunities will be provided for the youth to involve themselves in 

National and Social development through educational institutions and outside agencies. 

Education was explained variously as Adhyana, Siksha and Vinaya because instruction, training and social 

motivation were integral parts of education. The philosophy was conscious of social and civic duties. Hence it was 

urged upon the pupil to fulfill his responsibilities as a son, a husband, a father and a social being. This was the 

basis of the Chaturashrama Scheme. The recognition of social duties led to the acceptance of political or military 

science, laws, medicine and vocational preparations as curricular subjects. Moral living was more valued than 

inert knowledge. Morality and self purification came through Brahmacharya. Education for salvation 

simultaneously with ‘education for worldly living’ led to bifurcation of curricular organization. Knowledge for 

salvation was ‘Para Vidya’. Knowledge for worldly affairs was ‘Apara Vidya’. Paravidya and Aparavidya together 

made complete education. Thus in higher education which we are getting as Aparavidya with NSS activities it 

becomes combined with Paravidya making completeness of higher education. 

The programme of NSS has much to say about the research attitude among the students which is greatly 

important for the development of higher education. The activities help to mould the research aptitude in different 

ways. Field survey activities such as socioeconomic survey, environmental survey or in the form of survey of 

awareness help the students of higher studies to know the methodology of survey for research work. It is said in 

the NSS activities that before drawing up the plan of action, it is absolutely necessary to conduct a comprehensive 

survey of few villages. The assistance from the teachers and students of agriculture, economics, commerce, 

geography, statistics, home science, social work, medicine, psychology and education etc. have to be sought for 

the purpose. Conducting socioeconomic survey can be an interesting field activity which has direct bearing o the 

curriculum of economics, commerce, statistics, psychology, health education etc. The report of such survey will 

provide up-to—date information about the problems and potentials of the village and help in programme 

planning for village development. The applied field work will help the students to increase their analytical ability 

and deepen their thinking. It will also, naturally, help to grow among them multi-disciplinary aptitude among the 

students of higher study. 

A very important aspect of the NSS regular activities is adopting a village where some activities of observation, 

detecting problems, resolving them and evaluation of the whole activities of the particular period in that village 

are done. The programme seems to be a case-study in any research work. Taking a particular village observing it 

for the period of one year is choosing a case for future research in research methodology. Adoption of a village 
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and area is a very meaningful programme in NSS. It is far better to concentrate attention on one village and take 

up the task for development perspective, than to fritter away energy in many locations involving too many 

activities which may not be completed at all or where the follow up action may not be possible. From this point of 

view, village adoption programme should ensure continuity of work vis-à-vis sustained action, evaluation and 

follow up work. One of the important services that can be rendered by NSS volunteers is disseminating 

information about the latest developments in agriculture, watershed management, wastelands development, 

non-conventional energy, low-cost housing, sanitation, nutrition and personal hygiene, schemes for skill 

development, income generation, government schemes, legal-aid, consumer protection and allied field. A liaison 

between Government and other development agencies like Banks, IRDP, ICDS, NREP, DWCRA, JRY etc. can also be 

made. This obviously helps the students in developing and enriching their experience and knowledge in research 

activities especially in social sciences. 

NSS volunteers can take a project work which taking particular issue of particular area with Governmental and 

field data can be produced inculcating research aptitude among the students. After identification of the needs of 

the community and the selection of projects, the programme officer should look for the Government agency or a 

voluntary organization that can assist in the completion of a particular project. The different departments of the 

Government like forest, agriculture, adult education health, child and family welfare, can render very useful 

assistance to the project pertaining to community work. In this context the rural projects generally include the 

working of NSS volunteers in adopted villages as mentioned above. In addition to rural projects other include 

adult education, welfare of slum dwellers, training in civil defense, traffic control, setting up first-aid posts, work 

in hospitals, orphanages, destitute home, environment, population education, drug, AIDS awareness and income 

generation projects etc. Professional and technical institutions having NSS may have to design appropriates 

programmes for the community based on the needs. These project activities directly help the youth to be trained 

in research work which, if scientifically followed, must help in their future research studies or works. 

The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has established some training, orientation and research centers. Besides 

conducting orientation and refresher courses for the key-functionaries, these are to undertake the evaluation, 

publication and research on NSS programmes. In fact research, evaluation and publications are important 

ingredients for effective implementation of the NSS programmes. It is intended to ascertain whether and to what 

extent the programme has succeeded in achieving better results from the operation of the programme. Needless 

to mention that NSS should be able to cope with the social dynamics and it will remain continuously useful in 

future. For this action research and studies have to be closely linked with NSS. It is high time that research is 

conducted for further strengthening the organization and its activities. 
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In the context of NSS activities the purpose of evaluation is to find out the extent and impact of programme, the 

factors responsible for effective implementation of the programme and suggest improvements in the functioning 

of the programme. In the past the special camping programmes on the themes like “Youth Against Famine”, 

“Youth Against Dirt and Disease”, “Youth for Afforestation and Tree Plantation” and “Youth for Rural 

Reconstruction” etc., have been evaluated by the Delhi School of social Work, Delhi, Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences, Mumbai and Madras School of social Work, Chennai and the Indian Institute of Public Administration, 

New Delhi. The programme may be evaluated by the NSS Units also. Another process of research activities, 

publication, is also may be taken in the NSS programme in regular basis enlisting the activities throughout the 

year. Thus News Letters, Periodicals, Booklets on special aspects of the programme and such other literature may 

be brought out in this process. This must have some impact to grow both the quality of NSS activities and the 

research mind of the students particularly belonging to higher study.  

So, it may be seen from the above discussion that NSS activities have much to do in higher educational sector not 

only socializing education but also ideologically in parity with the present day situation of higher educational 

institutions and also enriching the meritorious students. Now a day we find that vandalism and anarchy become 

common features in the educational institutions, specifically in the higher educational institutions. The youth 

students have become very much fierce and impatient leading to the fighting among themselves including the 

harassment of the teachers. The proper implementation of NSS ideology as per the Indian traditional educational 

ideology may turn the students in reverse and peaceful situation must help in proper development of education. 

On the other, research methodology is an important aspect of higher education. The policy makers in higher 

education are aiming at developing research prone ideology of the students so that they can serve the nation with 

innovative ideas and activities. Even the syllabus, particularly in higher education is orienting as per the objective 

to integrate the students in higher level of education with research ideology theoretically and practically. If we 

become success to make the students in higher education realize the utility of NSS activities then larger 

participation of the students in NSS activities may occur. It must help in development of both higher education 

and NSS programme, each other particularly qualitatively. 
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