
© 2022 JETIR March 2022, Volume 9, Issue 3                                                               www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2203681 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org g629 
 

REVIVAL AND W.B. YEATS: EXPLORING 

IRISH CULTURAL IDENTITY IN HIS POETRY 

*Hanumantha, Assistant Professor of English, Govt. First Grade College, Raichur. 

Abstract: 

 This paper is seeks to explore the Identity W.B. YEATS, In His Poetry.  Celtic Revival, a literary and 

artistic movement that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, played a significant role in 

rekindling Irish cultural identity. This period of cultural awakening sought to reconnect the Irish people with 

their rich heritage, ancient mythology, and language  William Butler Yeats's poetry is a testament to the 

intertwining of the Celtic Revival and Irish cultural identity. His engagement with Celtic mythology, 

nationalistic sentiments, and the pursuit of spiritual truths showcased his deep connection to Ireland's 

cultural heritage. Through his poetic endeavors, Yeats contributed significantly to the cultural awakening of 

Ireland during the Celtic Revival, leaving a lasting impact on the exploration of Irish identity through 

literature and art. 

 William Butler Yeats's poetry remains an enduring testament to the exploration of Irish cultural 

identity during the Celtic Revival. Through his engagement with Celtic mythology, nationalistic sentiments, 

spiritual and mystical themes, and his celebration of Irish language and traditions, Yeats played a pivotal role 

in the revival of Irish cultural heritage. His poetic legacy continues to resonate with readers, serving as a 

source of inspiration and insight into the complex and multifaceted identity of Ireland. As the Celtic Revival 

progressed, Yeats's poetry remained a poignant reflection of the era's aspirations, struggles, and enduring 

spirit, leaving an indelible mark on Irish literature and cultural identity.   
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INTRODUCTION: 

 The Celtic Revival, a literary and artistic movement that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries, played a significant role in rekindling Irish cultural identity. This period of cultural awakening 

sought to reconnect the Irish people with their rich heritage, ancient mythology, and language. One of the 

prominent figures who contributed immensely to this movement was William Butler Yeats, a distinguished 

poet and playwright. Yeats's poetry became a powerful vehicle for exploring and expressing the essence of 

Irish cultural identity during this transformative era.  In this study, researcher delve into the ways in which 

Yeats's poetry reflects and embodies various aspects of Irish cultural identity during the Celtic Revival. 
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Researcher examines his engagement with Celtic mythology, his expressions of nationalistic sentiments, his 

quest for spiritual and mystical truths, and his celebration of the Irish language and traditions. Additionally, 

researcher explores how Yeats's poetry evolved in response to historical events, such as the Easter Rising of 

1916, and how it reflected the changing socio-political landscape of Ireland. Throughout our exploration, 

researcher gained a deeper understanding of how Yeats's poetic legacy continues to resonate with readers, 

leaving an indelible mark on Irish literature and the enduring spirit of Irish cultural identity. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 

This paper is seeks to explore the Identity in His Poetry.  Celtic Revival, a literary and artistic 

movement that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, played a significant role in rekindling Irish 

cultural identity. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

 This study is based on secondary sources of data such as articles, books, journals, research papers, 

websites and other sources. Alexander. 

THE IDENTITY W.B. YEATS 

 The Celtic Revival, a literary and artistic movement that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries, played a significant role in rekindling Irish cultural identity. This period of cultural awakening 

sought to reconnect the Irish people with their rich heritage, ancient mythology, and language. One of the 

prominent figures who contributed immensely to this movement was William Butler Yeats, a distinguished 

poet and playwright. Yeats's poetry became a powerful vehicle for exploring and expressing the essence of 

Irish cultural identity during this transformative era.   In this study, delves into the ways in which Yeats's 

poetry reflects and embodies various aspects of Irish cultural identity during the Celtic Revival. The study 

examine his engagement with Celtic mythology, his expressions of nationalistic sentiments, his quest for 

spiritual and mystical truths, and his celebration of the Irish language and traditions. Additionally, this study   

Explore how Yeats's poetry evolved in response to historical events, such as the Easter Rising of 1916, and 

how it reflected the changing socio-political landscape of Ireland. Throughout our exploration, researcher gain 

a deeper understanding of how Yeats's poetic legacy continues to resonate with readers, leaving an indelible 

mark on Irish literature and the enduring spirit of Irish cultural identity.  User conclusion, William Butler 

Yeats's poetry stands as a captivating embodiment of the Irish cultural identity during the Celtic Revival and 

beyond. Through his engagement with Celtic mythology, Yeats revitalized ancient legends and folklore, 

weaving them into his verses to reignite a connection between the Irish people and their ancestral roots. The 

nationalistic fervor found in his poetry, particularly in his reflections on the Easter Rising, immortalized the 

sacrifices made for Irish independence and instilled a sense of pride and determination in the hearts of the 

Irish populace. 
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 Yeats's quest for spiritual and mystical truths in his poetry brought to life a world of enchantment, 

symbolism, and metaphysical exploration. This spiritual journey reflected the deep-seated connection between 

the Irish cultural identity and its profound relationship with the unseen realms, allowing readers to ponder the 

mysteries of existence and the cyclical nature of life.  Moreover, Yeats's commitment to the Irish language 

and traditions in his poetic endeavors played a vital role in preserving and promoting Ireland's unique 

heritage. By incorporating Gaelic words and embracing traditional elements, he highlighted the importance of 

language and culture in shaping and preserving Irish identity. ns the Celtic Revival unfolded, Yeats's poetry 

also embraced the complexities of gender roles and relationships, portraying women as symbols of strength 

and inspiration in the struggle for Irish independence. His introspective approach later in his works provided 

readers with a glimpse into his personal reflections on aging, mortality, and artistic fulfillment, ultimately 

contributing to the wider contemplation of individual identity within the context of Irish cultural heritage.  

Throughout his poetic journey, Yeats celebrated the landscapes of Ireland, paying homage to the beauty and 

significance of the country's rural locales. By immortalizing places like Innisfree and Sligo, he celebrated the 

connection between the Irish people and their land, emphasizing the integral role of the Irish countryside in 

shaping the nation's identity. 

 William Butler Yeats's poetry remains a testament to the enduring spirit of the Irish cultural identity 

during the Celtic Revival and beyond. Through his masterful use of language, symbolism, and historical 

context, Yeats's poetry continues to resonate with readers, captivating the imagination and providing insight 

into the multifaceted nature of Irish identity. As a visionary poet and ardent advocate of Irish culture, Yeats's 

literary contributions have left an indelible mark on Irish literature, solidifying his place as a key figure in the 

exploration of Irish cultural identity and as an inspiration for generations to come. 

CONCLUSION: 

William Butler Yeats's poetry stands as a captivating embodiment of the Irish cultural identity during 

the Celtic Revival and beyond. Through his engagement with Celtic mythology, Yeats revitalized ancient 

legends and folklore, weaving them into his verses to reignite a connection between the Irish people and their 

ancestral roots. The nationalistic fervor found in his poetry, particularly in his reflections on the Easter Rising, 

immortalized the sacrifices made for Irish independence and instilled a sense of pride and determination in the 

hearts of the Irish populace.  Yeats's quest for spiritual and mystical truths in his poetry brought to life a world 

of enchantment, symbolism, and metaphysical exploration. This spiritual journey reflected the deep-seated 

connection between the Irish cultural identity and its profound relationship with the unseen realms, allowing 

readers to ponder the mysteries of existence and the cyclical nature of life. 

Moreover, Yeats's commitment to the Irish language and traditions in his poetic endeavors played a 

vital role in preserving and promoting Ireland's unique heritage. By incorporating Gaelic words and 

embracing traditional elements, he highlighted the importance of language and culture in shaping and 

preserving Irish identity.  As the Celtic Revival unfolded, Yeats's poetry also embraced the complexities of 

gender roles and relationships, portraying women as symbols of strength and inspiration in the struggle for 
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Irish independence. His introspective approach later in his works provided readers with a glimpse into his 

personal reflections on aging, mortality, and artistic fulfillment, ultimately contributing to the wider 

contemplation of individual identity within the context of Irish cultural heritage.  Throughout his poetic 

journey, Yeats celebrated the landscapes of Ireland, paying homage to the beauty and significance of the 

country's rural locales. By immortalizing places like Innisfree and Sligo, he celebrated the connection between 

the Irish people and their land, emphasizing the integral role of the Irish countryside in shaping the nation's 

identity.  William Butler Yeats's poetry remains a testament to the enduring spirit of the Irish cultural identity 

during the Celtic Revival and beyond. Through his masterful use of language, symbolism, and historical 

context, Yeats's poetry continues to resonate with readers, captivating the imagination and providing insight 

into the multifaceted nature of Irish identity. As a visionary poet and ardent advocate of Irish culture, Yeats's 

literary contributions have left an indelible mark on Irish literature, solidifying his place as a key figure in the 

exploration of Irish cultural identity and as an inspiration for generations to come. 
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