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Abstract

Authors and the family members with Bhramanti Tours, Ahmednagar(MS) experienced an
offbeat weekend at the Bhandardara Fireflies camping event. From the second week of May to
second week of June, lush green diversity of Bhandardara shimmer up after sunset! After the
witnessing the grand spectacle at Bhandardara Kajwa festival, author decided to study the topic’

Fireflies’..

Hence in this current manuscript, author discussed about Kajwa Mahotsav at Bhandardara, plant

co-existence of fireflies, spectroscopy behind emission, their species in trouble and some

remedies of conservation.
Introduction

Blessed with peace and tranquility Bhandardara the relaxation place is Situated by the Pravara
River with many famous landmarks like Umbrella fall, Randha Fall, Taket, Ghatghar, sandan
Valley, Wilson dam, Kalsubai peak, Ratangad, Harishchandragad forts. Nearby Villages of
Bhandardara are the home of fireflies.
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Interesting notes about Bhandardara

. Bhandardara village is situated in the Sahyadri mountain range in Maharashtra, India

« A tourist destination for its scenic beauty and natural attractions

. Bhandardara is located at an altitude of nearly 2,500 feet above the sea level

. Being a UNESCO World Heritage Site it is one of the eight ""hottest hotspots' of biological
diversity in the world-‘the Great Escarpment of India’. (species of flowering plants nearly
7500, species of non-flowering plants nearly 1800, mammal species nearly 140,bird species
nearly 500, amphibian species nearly 180, insects species nearly 6000, freshwater fish

species nearly 300, globally threatened species 325 )

« It is surrounded by waterfalls like umbrella fall, randha fall, green hills, lakes, and flora and
fauna.

o Arthur Lake is a popular spot for boating and fishing, and offers stunning views of the
surrounding hills and forests.

« Historic Wilson Dam, built in 1910 serves as a source of hydroelectric power to the region.

« A great place of peace and quiet in the midst of nature to escape from the hustle and bustle
busy city

« Accessible by road from Mumbai, Pune, and Nashik, and has a great range of accommodation
options for all budgets.

« The tribal communities like Mahadew Koli, Bhill,Thakar lives in nearby villages of

Bhandardara

. From second week of May to second week of June, the shiny world of fireflies descends on

earth at Bhandardar-Gharghar and Trimbakeshwar.

. Fireflies reside on few trees like Terminalia Chebula (Hirda), Belleric Myrobaln (Behda),

country fig, java plum, Arjun Satal and mango.

« One month before the monsoon, the tiny bioluminescence beings sparkle and shine to emit a

glow. These fireflies bring magic to visitor’s summer night.
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Kajwa Mahotsav

The village near Bhandardara dam named Ghatghar, is the recognized village in the name of
fireflies festival. There is a need of ecological era for authentic literature and research work
regarding this miraculous kajwa mahotsav which fall during May-June.. A millions of fireflies

takes birth during this two months.

Plant Co-existence of Fireflies at Bhandardara-Ghatghar
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Bhava/ Bichkut (Cassia Fistula)

Figure Ref. [2].

Satada or Ain (Local People call it as a satal tree —botanical name is Terminalia elliptica) & Bondra
(botanical name is Lagerstroemia speciosa) shows topmost existence of fireflies. Hirda, Beheda, Jambhul,

Mango, Bahava, Kurpa trees also shows existence of fireflies.
Fireflies in danger

e Tourism during May & June strongly disturbs and put huge pressure of human interference in life of

fireflies.

e Tourists wonder whole night with mobiles for photography and torch.
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e Tourists make lot of verbal communication during wondering in forests.

o Fireflies are the insects that disturb with light pollution. Street lights disturb them.
e Heavy traffic disturbs fireflies.

e Chemical farming is responsible for disruption of eggs of fireflies.

e Farming activities are responsible for the non hatching of eggs.

Remedies

e Wildlife Protection Act 1972, the legal provision must be implemented strictly.

e There must be a limited time i.e. one hour for watching fireflies.

e After 9 p.m., entry of tourists must be strictly prohibited.

e Street lights must be avoided during May and June.

e Verbal communication must be banned during visit to forest.

e Organic farming must be stressed at such locations

e Farmer orientation programs must be organized for eco conservation..

e Villager’s local activities must end before sunset.

e Decline of canopy must be considered as a serious offence.

e Awareness about ecosystem protection and conservation must be created among villagers.
e The trees showing coexistence of fireflies must be protected.

Conclusion

Bhandardara is a happy home of millions of fireflies. The plants like Hirda, Beheda, Jambhul, Mango,
Bahava, Kurpa trees at Bhandardara shows co-existence with fireflies. Human interference due to the heavy
tourism at Bhandardara disturbs the ecology of fireflies. Hence the effective implementation of rules and

organization of orientation programs is necessary for the ecosystem protection and conservation.
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