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Abstract:

The women of Nellore were not far behind in participating in the struggle for freedom of India. With the
introduction of modern education some girls were educated from the 19th century in towns like Nellore, Kavali,
Sullurpet, Venkatagiri, Srikalahasthi, Guduru etc. Some of the women joined the ‘Servants of India’ organization
to take part in various welfare activities along with regular protest activities and processions. Some women
attended state level and national level conferences of the National Congress. Some contributed their might for
Tilak Fund and Khadi movement. Many women took to Charka spinning. Their participation is no less than their
counterparts. Here is an illustration of such women who participated in the various stages of national struggle who

dared to even experiencing prison life for the cause of the nation.
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INTRODUCTION

The women of Nellore were not far behind in participating in the struggle for freedom of India. With the
introduction of modern education some girls were educated from the 19th century in towns like Nellore, Kavali,
Sullurpet, Venkatagiri, Srikalahasthi, Guduru etc. With the division of Bengal in 1905 hectic political activity
spread to almost all the parts of India and Nellore was no exception. Women like Pathru Balasaraswathamma,
Venati Chenchu Lakshmamma, Muthukuru Kamamma, Ponaka Kanakamma, Bezwada Lakshmi Kanthamma,
Oruganti Mahalaskhmamma and others took active part in the different stages of National Movement till the
attainment of Independence to India. Some of the women joined the ‘Servants of India’ organization to take part
in various welfare activities along with regular protest activities and processions. Some women attended state

level and national level conferences of the National Congress. Some contributed their might for Tilak Fund and
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Khadi movement. Digumarthi Butchi Krishnamma and some others visited sabarmathi Ashram. Her husband
established Pinakini Ashram on the banks of River Penna to train the youth in the Gandhian principles of non-
violence and peace. Many women took to Charka spinning. Their participation is no less than their counterparts.
Here is an illustration of such women who participated in the various stages of national struggle who dared to even

experiencing prison life for the cause of the nation.
THE WOMEN WHO PARTICIPATED IN FREEDOM MOVEMENT
Pathru Balasaraswathamma:

Paturu Balasaraswathamma was born in the year 1900 in Nellore. She was the wife of Subbaramayya, a
well known Journalist. She was associated with the revolutionary movement to achieve freedom to India. She
actively participated in the Non-cooperation Movement during the years 1920-21. She ran a weekly news paper
entitled ‘Simhapuri’ along with her husband. The weekly usually narrated various events of the freedom struggle.
She underwent imprisonment on the occasions during the 1930-32 Civil Disobedient Movement. She had also ran
a monthly magazine in Telugu entitled ‘Sasi’ from Nellore. She was also an elected member of Municipal Council
of Nellore. When India got independence on 15th August, 1947 she actively participated in several meetings in
and around Nellore. She died on reaching old age on September 14, 1975.

Venati Chenchu Lakshamma :

Venati Chenchu Lakshamma was a resident of VVarakavipudi of Nellore district. She was the wife of Pola
Reddy. Along with her husband she participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement. For participating in the
Civil Disobedience Movement she was sentenced to six months of imprisonment on 8-2-1932. It was rigorous

imprisonment and was sent to the Vellore prison and Cannanore prison for incarcerated.
Muthukuru Kamamma :

Another women freedom fighter was Muthukuru Kamamma. She was a resident of Nellore and was the
daughter of Muthukur Narasimhayya. She participated in the Salt Satyagraha movement. For participating in Salt
Satyagraha she was sentenced for six months of rigorous imprisonment on 30-6-1930. She was incarcerated in the
Nellore and Vellore jails. After release from the jail, she again participated in Civil Disobedience Movement for

that she was jailed again in the Nellore, Vellore and Cannonore prisons.
Ponaka Kanakamma :

Ponaka Kanakamma was born in Potlapudi village in 1896 and she was the daughter of Marupuru Konda
Reddy and wife of Ponaka Subbarami Reddy. She was a poetess and was well versed in letters. She took part in
the Vadematharam Movement and Salt Satyagraha. For all her anti-British activities, she was imprisoned for six

months from 27-6-1930 in the Nellore and Vellore jails. She had also taken part in Civil Disobedience Movement.
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For her activities she was again sentenced on 26-5-1932 to 18 months of imprisonment and spent the period in
Vellore jail and she was also associated with library movement. She was elected as President of the 1923 Women’s
session of Kakinada Congress. She was the first lady President of Nellore Congress Committee. She became a
member of the All India Congress Committee and Vice President of Andhra Provincial Committee. She worked
for the promotion of female education by starting night schools and was involved in social reforms like girl-child
education, abolition of child marriages and condition of widows. She established Kasturba Memorial Girls High
School in Nellore. Thus Kanakamma was not lagging behind any male leaders to fight against the British. The
family started a social service society called Sujana Ranjani. She toured even Harijanwadas to distribute medicines
for diseases like Cholera. The whole family and relatives used to wear Khadi dress only. She started Kasturidevi
Vidyalaya to encourage female education in Nellore city in 1923. Gandhiji laid the foundation of permanent
buildings of this school in 1929. She spent all her property for social work and national movement. She lived in
Ramana Maharshi Ashram for some time. She was also an outstanding writer. She wrote articles in ‘Gruhalakshmi’

and Hindu Sundari magazines. Sriramana Bhnamanjali was written by her. She died in 1963 at the of 72.
Gaddam Lakshmamma :

Daughter of Gaddam Subba Reddy of Nellore, Gaddam Lakshmamma took part in the Quit India
Movement. For her anti-British activities she underwent rigorous imprisonment for one year from 15-2-1943 in
the Vellore prison.

Bezawada Lakshmi Kanthamma :

Lakshmi Kanthamma was born on 4-2-1921 in Butchireddipalem, Kavuru Taluk of Nellore District. She
was the daughter of Tikkavarapu Ramireddy and wife of Gopala Reddy. She studied Intermediate in Santhiniketan.
She went on individual Satyagraha in Nellore in 1941 and was sentenced on 4-9-1941 to three months of
imprisonment and fine of Rs.500 or in default to suffer further imprisonment for three months. She paid the fine
and was kept in Vellore Jail.

Oruganti Mahalakshmamma :

Oruganti Mahalakshimamma was born in Kavali in 1884 to Tumuluri Sivakamayya and Ramanamma. At
the age of eleven she was married to Oruganti Venakta Subbaiah in 1895. She was educated in her own house as
girls were not permitted to go out and pursue studies in open schools. Her husband was a lawyer and an Ayurvedic
medical practitioner. He wrote ‘Ayurveda Yoga Sindhu’, a famous book on Ayurveda medicine. She was very
much interested in social work. She used to cook food for herself to distribute to the poor (Annadana). The
division of Bengal in 1905 resulted in outcry against the division and Bal Gandhara Tilak began celebrating Ganesh
festival to protest against the British. Along with her husband she started a Bhajan Mandali and Sangeeth Samaj
in Kavali. They used to conduct meetings at road junctions. To encourage women to participate in National
Movement, she established a Mahila Samaj in Kavali. Thus she attracted many women from neighbouring villages.
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She believed that education and literacy could only liberate women folk from age old backward position
of Indian women. There were only very few schools imparting education for girls in Nellore district. So in 1912
she started a school for girls in Kavali. By starting a night school for women in her own house, she provided an
opportunity for elderly women to become literates. She had also encouraged widow remarriages. For her
progressive attitude, her relatives excommunicated her. By 1917 their family shifted their residence to Nellore
town. Those were the days of Mrs. Annie Besant’s Home Rule Movement. Mahalakshmamma turned toward that

movement and became a Home Rule VVolunteer and enrolled several women into Home Rule Movement.

During the Gandhian era when Nellore district Congress committee was formed, she became the President
of Women’s wing. Kasturi Devi Balika Vidyalaya was started to give more opportunity to girl child education.
This school in due course of time became a college. Along with Tikkavarapu Sudarasanamma and Yatirajamma,
she toured villages like Yallayapalem and Buchireddypalem to propagate Khadi movement and boycott of toddy
shops. There was considerable loss to Abkari income. Her family members used to wear khadi dress only. Khadi
stores were started in Kavali. Khadi village industry provided employment to many village women.
Mahalakshmamma used to visit and sell Khadi while singing patriotic songs. She continued her social work when
Kavali was hit by a Cyclone in 1927 and in 1928 when hundreds of housed of poor people were burnt in a fire
accident by providing food material and medicines to the needy. During 1930 she took part in Salt Satyagraha
organized by her husband in Mypadu, Tummalapenta and Gogulappalle beaches. For participating in Salt
Satyagraha, along with others she was arrested and was sent to Vellore prison for 6 months and was released in
December 1930. She continued to participated in Khadi propaganda, boycott of foreign goods and picketing in
front of Toddy shops. She had also propagated against the practice of untouchability. When she was speaking in
Sri Ranganayaka Swamy Festival, she was arrested and was sent to Vellore jail for 1 year. While undergoing
imprisonment, her health deteriorated and was attacked with Paralysis. She died in 1945 without seeing the dawn
of Independent India.

Maitreyi Oruganti :

Maitreyi Oruganti was a resident of Nellore and was the daughter of Oruganti Venkata Subbaiah. She took
part in the picketing of foreign goods. She propagated the ideals of Civil Disobedience Movement through her

patriotic songs in Congress meetings.
Kurapati Mangalamba :

She was also a resident of Nellore. She was the daughter of Y. Krishna Rao. She took part in the Civil

Disobedience Movement and suffered rigorous imprisonment for six months from 21-3-1932 in Vellore Jail.
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Obamma Pulla :

Pulla Obamma was a resident of Gangulapalli village of Kovur Taluk of Nellore District. She was the
daughter of Venkata Swami Reddy. She participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement. For her participation
in the movement, she was sentenced to six months imprisonment and a fine of Rs.200/- or in default one and half

months of rigorous imprisonment on 11-10-1932. She was sent to Vellore and Cannanore Jails for incarceration.
Pitchamma Gadi :

Another women freedom fighter of Gogulapalle Village of Kovur Taluk of Nellore district was Gudi
Pitchamma. Her father was Papi Reddy. Along with Pulla Obamma she participated in Civil Disobedience
Movement. She was also sentenced on 11-10-1932 to six months of rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs.200/-
or in default further one and half months of rigorous imprisonment. She was sent to the Vellore and Cannanore

jails for incarceration.
Gudi Polamma :

She also belonged to Gogulapalli of Kavur Taluk in Nellore district. She was the daughter of Ayyapa
Reddy. She took part in the Civil Disobedience Movement. Like the other residents of her village, she was
awarded on 11-10-1932 for six months of rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs.200/- or in default further one

and half months of rigorous imprisonment. She was sent to the Vellore and Cannanore Jails for incarceration.
Pinakati Polamma :

Pinakati Polamma, daughter of Rangayya of Gogulapalle Village of Kovur Taluk in Nellore district,
participated in Civil Disobedience Movement. She was also sentenced on 11-10-1932 to six months rigorous
imprisonment and a fine of Rs.200/- or further one and half months of rigorous imprisonment in lieu thereof. She

was also sent to Vellore and Cannanore Jails for imprisonment.
Dwaram Pullamma :

Dwaram Pullamma also belong to Gajulapalle village of Kavur Taluk in Nellore district. She was the
daughter of Yella Reddi. She took part in the Civil Disobedience Movement. On 11-10-1932 she was awarded
six months of rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs.200/- or in default further one and half months rigorous

imprisonment. She was sent to Vellore and Carnnanore Jails for incarceration.
Katta Raghava Sankaramma :

Katta Raghava Sankaramma was a resident of Kavali. She was the daughter of N. Veera Raghavaiah and
wife of Katta Srinivasulu. She participated in the Salt Satyagraha Movement. She suffered six months of rigorous
imprisonment from 30-6-1930 in the Vellore Jail.
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Durbha Ramanamma :

Durbha Ramanamma was a resident of Nellore. She took part in the 1932 Civil Disobedience Movement.

It seems she was not booked for her anti-British activities and did not go to jail.
Ponnaluru Ramanamma :

She was a resident of Nellore and was the daughter of Venkataramanayya. She underwent six months of
rigorous imprisonment from 30-6-1930 in the Nellore and Vellore jails for taking part in the Civil Disobedience

Movement.
Kavati Ramathilakamma :

She was a resident of Venkatagiri of Nellore district. She took part in the Independence Day procession
on 26-1-1943 as part of All India agitation. She was one among the thousands of processionists in the town of

Nellore.
Kobaka Rukminamma :

She was a resident of VVenkatagiri in Nellore district. She was the wife Subbayya . she offered individual
Satyagraha for which she underwent rigorous imprisonment for three months from 10-1-1941 in Vellore and

Cuddalore jails.
Cheella Sarojini :

Cheella Sarojini was a resident of Venkatagiri. She participated in the Independence Day procession on

26-1-1943. No other details were known about her.
Ramalingam Subbamma :

Ramalingam Subbamma was a resident of Gogulapalli of Kovur Taluk in Nellore district. She was the
daughter of Subba Reddy. She was sentenced to undergo rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs.200/- or in default
further one and half months of imprisonment for participating in the Civil Disobedience Movement on 11-10-1932.

She was sent to the Vellore and Cannanore jails for incarceration.
Tikkavarapu Sudarsanamma :

She was a resident of Nellore. She was the wife of Rami Reddy. She organized the Non-cooperation
Moveemnt in the Nellore district when her husband went to jail in 1921. She went from house to house for
collecting foreign cloth and held bonfires of foreign cloth in the streets of Nellore. She also participated in the

picketing of liquor shops. She had worked for the uplift of Harijans in the villages. She died in 1936.
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Batram Sundaramma :

Bataram Sundraramma was a resident of Nellore and was the daughter of K. Pitchayya. She underwent
rigorous imprisonment for six months from 21-3-1932 in the Vellore jail for participating in the Civil Disobedience

Movement.
Sabbavarapu Tayaramma :

Sabbavarapu Tayaramma was a native of Nellore district. She was the daughter of Ponnalur Ramaiah. She
suffered six months of rigorous imprisonment from 27-6-1930 in the Nellore and Vellore jails for participating in

the Civil Disobedience Movement.
Chavanam Tirupalamma :

Tirupalamma was a resident of Gogulapalle of Kovvur Taluk in Nellore District. She was the daughter of
Subba Reddy. She took part in the Civil Disobedience Movement and underwent four months of rigorous
imprisonment from 15-2-1932 in the Nellore and Vellore Jails. After release from Jail she took part again in
Satyagraha. For that she was sentenced on 11-10-1932 to six months of rigorous imprisonment and a fine of
Rs.200/- or in default further one and half months of rigorous imprisonment. She was sent to the Vellore and

Cannanore jails for incarcenation.
Tirupatamma :

More particulars are not known about her. She was a resident of Nellore. She participated in the 1930

Civil Disobedience Movement.
Rentala Venkata Subbamma :

Venkata Subbamma was a resident of Pallipadu of Nellore Taluk. Her husband was Venkata Krishnayya.
She participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement. She was sentenced on 8-2-1932 to six months of rigorous

imprisonment and was sent to Vellore and Cannanore jails for imprisonment.
Digumarthi Butchi Krishnamma :

Digumarthi Butchi Krishnamma was born in 1899 in Rajahmundry to Damerla Rama Rao and
Lakshmidevamma. At the age of 12 she was married to Dugumarthi Hanumantha Rao. With the cooperation of
her husband, she was involved in welfare activities for women and children. She joined ‘Servants of India’
organization in Madras and began to serve the Harijans. After getting training in Sabarmathi Ashram, her husband
moved to Nellore and established Pinakini Ashram on the banks of river Penna about 6 kilometers away from
Nellore town. The Ashram was aimed at training youth in the path of non-violence and peace as advocated by

Gandbhiji. Promotion of Khaddar, rural industries and abolition of social evils were some of the aims of the Ashram.
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Her husband died in 1926 and she took up the responsibility of running the Ashram upto 1983. To help her running
the Ashram, she invited Damerla Rama Rao. For some time Potti Sriramulu resided in the Ashram by teaching
Hindi, spinning the wool and propagating spinning wheel. In 1923 some gold ornaments were stolen. She started
a Kasturba Memorial Organization. After some years important people began to leave the Ashram. The 23 acre
land of the Ashram was leased out. Potti Sreeramulu lived in her Ashram for some time. He encouraged Khadi
movement to the inmates of the Ashram. Under the guidance of Mahatma, Oruganti Venkata Subbayya helped
her in running the foundation. Most of the persons running the Ahshram left the Ashram and she was left alone.
The locals did not give cooperation to her. In 1952 trained Grama Sevaks helped her to run a Balwadi Centre and

mother and child welfare centre. The government did not give any matching grant to the Ashram.
CONCLUSION

Many women took to Charka spinning. Their participation is no less than their counterparts. Here is an
illustration of such women who participated in the various stages of national struggle who dared to even
experiencing prison life for the cause of the nation. Women like Pathru Balasaraswathamma, Venati Chenchu
Lakshmamma, Muthukuru Kamamma, Ponaka Kanakamma, Bezwada Lakshmi Kanthamma, Oruganti
Mahalaskhmamma and others took active part in the different stages of National Movement till the attainment of

Independence to India.
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