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The Asiatic Meitei civilization was flourishing between Hindu and Buddhist civilizations of 

South Asia and South East Asia. This civilization was product of indigenous roots. The cyclic 

discourse of Meitei civilization continued for many centuries. The civilization served as the harbor 

of different races. The introductions and innovations of different administrative units and systems 

from time to time exemplify to develop in many spheres. The sense of responsibility as a ruler and 

commanding understanding of its natural topography of them make ever strike to the thinking 

process of the Meitei kings. They fairly demonstrated their wisdom to nurse the early Meitei 

civilization. They furnished all the systems according to the convenient of the administration. The 

Meitei civilization was renovated by introducing a new written constitution in 12th century A.D. In 

this regard, the Meiteis are regarded as the foremost among the South East Asian nations. Such a 

circumstances could feed the kingdom in an inexorable path of cyclic track. Since they were 

competent in the field of administration, the civilization was possibly brought to an undergone 

development.   It’s prestige and power in the early stage was mainly determined by the raids over 

the principalities of the Kabow valley. The economic transformation under the stalwart effort of 

Meidingu Khagemba became a devicing mechanism to continue the course of civilization in full 

swing. 

 

 With the approaching of 18th century, the interactions of the east and west with the 

indigenous based Meitei civilizations became very active. When there were  frequent encounters 

between the Manipuris and the Burmese, a strong cultural relation was set up by Maharaja 

Garibaniwaz with the Hindus. King Garbaniwaz was not only strong enough to respond the 

periodic challenges made by the Burmese and his reign also marked the change of indigenous 

based civilization to the Hindu cultural civilization. After the dead of Garbaniwaz, the repeated the 

Kunbuang Burmese attack led to loss the independence of Manipur for some years. Fortunately, 

the Burmese left Manipur due to internal crisis. However, king Bhagyachandra recovered the 
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throne of Manipur. By adopting the new name Rajarshi, he fully applied the Hindu ideal of kingship 

to the statecraft of the kingdom of Manipur (Kabui: 1991.27). The changes brought by the king are 

often rather to name as Sanskritization than modernization. But his plan to maintain the state was 

not successful; so at any moment her arch rival Burmese could inflict a bad defeat upon the 

Meiteis. Thus, Manipur was again brought under the suppression of the Burmese. It lasted about 

seven years (1819-1826). Probably, it is fear that the kingdom of Manipur was nearly to erase from 

the 19th century globe. The treaty of Yandaboo (1826) was signed between the Burmese and the 

British. The article II of this treaty recognized both the independence of Manipur and Gambhir 

Singh as a Raja of Manipur. The reconstruction programme launched by Gambhir Singh did not 

prescribe wider perspectives of either modernization and westernization or rapid technological 

change. His programme had lacked the vitality to nurse the state. The re-established Manipur 

society would not timely accommodate the necessary demands of contemporary socio-political 

systems due to the orthodoxy regime of traditional Hindused Meitei society. The absence of the 

idea of political maneuvering resulted to clash between the modern establishment and old system 

in 1891 (First Anglo – Manipuri War). Once again Manipur was brought under the British regime.     

 

 Though the British abolished lallup system (subscript labour) the backbone of traditional 

administration, the administration of the kingdom was run by mixing new and old system. 

However, the British introduced modern system of education, new technology and Christianity in 

certain extend; but the ruling groups had not intended to take advantage in such changing trend 

due to strong idea of racial superiority of the Meitei Hindus. The failure of readiness acceptance of 

any modern concepts and systems and the slow start of eagerness to apply scientific way of 

method were the real handicapped to gear up a efficient defense force for responding any 

external challenges. Thus the kingdom lost her independence in several successive periods. 

Manipur regained her independence from the British in 1947 because of great Second World War. 

The cyclic nature of the Meitei civilization would be categorized to Toynbee’s Chinese civilizational 

model that “once established should be restored again and again when it has broken down” 

(Toynbee: 1988. 61). In order to make sustain the re-established Manipur state for the second 

time in the annals of Manipur a new constitution was framed. According first democratic general 

election was held in 1948. (Dena Lal (ed) 1992. 157). Thus, the house of ancient monarch was 

replaced by modern democratic form of government. The maintenance, protect and development 

of a civilization are highly depended on the wisdom, intellect, spirit of patriotism of her people. 

Some pseudo semi-western educationalist and some representative of the government of 

Manipur were the immediate forces faced by the government on the way of her surviving means. 

Within a short period newly born state was subsided by the annexation of India in 1949. Thus, for 
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the fourth time, Manipur civilization cause to fall due to occupation factor. Hijam Irabot organized 

underground arm leftist to respond the Indian occupation; but he died very soon due to his early 

expiry in 1951 at Tangoo a Burmese village.  

 

A single dynasty from the early Christian era to the first half of the 20th century AD rules 

Manipur. It continued as an indigenous based civilization till the affiliation to the Hindu civilization 

that is subsequent to the adoption of Hinduism in Manipur. This civilization was able to survive 

and continue for many centuries on account of its potential compounded values. The value of 

Manipur civilization is largely determined by indigenous cultural fabric based on Sanamahi – 

Pakhangba cult and imported Hindu objective of Sanskritise culture. The synthesize cultural menus 

and its surviving mechanism distinguished the value.  

 

The Burmese occupied Manipur and adopted their normal policies as they did in Thailand, 

Arakan etc. They depopulated the capital by deporting a number of men, women and children as 

captives from the Kingdom of Manipur to Burma. The Burmese authority put a puppet king to the 

throne of Manipur to rule the domain according to their will. They captured royal princes and they 

were carried away to Burma. The captured princes were brought up in Burmese way of life and 

manner. Again they were sent to Manipur to govern the kingdom. They had a little emphasis to 

annex Manipur permanently. Hence, the Manipuri princes who had strong loyalty to the Burmese 

were put to the throne of Manipur. In the beginning the Burmese mainly targeted the ponies or 

the Meitei cavalry, scribes, artisans etc. Later they adopted the policies of massive deportation 

and massacre. 

 

 The British occupation of the kingdom of Manipur would have manifold objects. They were 

rather to choose the line of Maharaja Nara Singh than the descendents of Maharaja Gambhir 

Singh to rule the native kingdom of Manipur. Their main intention was to make weak the revenge 

forces. Indirect British rule was established in Manipur. The separate rule of the hill and the plain 

for the first time in Manipur was registered. Thus divide and rule policy was adopted by the British 

in Manipur for their administrative convenience. They started to introduce western education, 

Christianity, Technological change and monetization of economy in Manipur the lallup system the 

symbol of old regime was abolished.     

 

 The Indian occupation is characterized by greater change of administrative norms, 

permanent rule, mass exodus of outsiders and foreigners, effective adoption of divide and rule, 
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militarization, constructions, developments destruction of traditional economy, treat to physical 

environment etc. 

 

(B) 

The process of globalization is now penetrating in each and every compartment of our day 

to day life. The intellectuals of Manipur have a serious regarding globalization and Manipur. The 

question is that how do the Manipuris respond to this changing scienerio. The answer is blank 

because Manipur civilization is falling. While in this situation, the physical environment of Manipur 

is raped by the scourge of Ithai Barrage and Loktak Project.  

 

The Project Report was submitted to the Planning Commission Government of India in 

1967.  The construction of Loktak Multipurpose was started in 1971. The project was executed by 

the National Hydro – Electric Power Corporation. It was commissioned on 6-8-84 with the aims of 

production 105 MW of power by 3 units, claiming of 40000 hectares of new cultivable land and 

providing irrigation facility to 2.5000 hectares of land. A barrage better known as Ithai Barrage is 

constructed across the Manipur river at Ithai village. By regulating the gates of the barrage, the 

water level of the Loktak is to be at the full reservoir level of 768.50m above MSL. At this level, 

water storage capacity of the lake is to be 600 million cubic metre and the lake water is to be 

spread 286 Sq. Km. Thus Loktak the greatest fresh water lake is used as a water reservoir of power 

generation of Loktak Project.  (Nambiar. 1992. 2). 

 

All the important rivers of the valley like the Iril, the Thoubal, the Kongba, the Sekmai, the 

Khuga and the Khordak and other streams join to the middle and lower parts of the Manipur river. 

The Manipur river outlets all the water of the valley to Chindwin – Irrawaddy system. Usually 

during the rainy season, the torrential strong current of the Chakpi stream joins to the Manipur 

river at Serou, pushes back the water current of the Manipur river upto the Khordak Echil area the 

confluence of the Khordak and the Manipur river and the water of river is inflown to the Loktak 

lake through the Khordak channel. Thus the Loktak lake acts as a natural reservoir of the excess 

water of the Manipur river.     

       

 The central valley occupied only 1848 sq. km out of Manipur’s total geographical area of 

22,327 Sq.km (Brown 1874:3). The length of the valley is about 75 km and the breath is about 30 

Km. The Southern portion of the valley is longer than north, east and west parts of the valley. The 

total cultivable area of Manipur is about 225000 hectares during the year 1982-83 (Laiba, 1992, 

138). Around one lakh hectares of agricultural lands are found to locate both sides of the Imphal 
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river and the surrounding lakes of the Southern Valley. Out of these about 60000 hectares of 

cultivable fields including 25000 hectares of patta and 35000 hectares of Dak-shitha and Khash 

land (but used by the villagers) were submerged under water. This is the glare example to destroy 

the traditional economy of Manipur.  

 

 No more such a project can be regarded as a multipurpose project because it’s initial aim to 

provide irrigation facility was completely collapsed within the short period. One of the primary 

object of the project to reclaim additional 40000 hectares of agricultural area became a ridiculous. 

The Loktak Project is successful to generate 105 MG of electrical energy. Out of this Manipur state 

acquires only 35 MW electric power (Singh, 1992. 3). Thus the state earns income of nearly 50-55 

crores of rupees per year. But the submerged agricultural land that would yield crops worth more 

than 400 crores per year to the cultivators.  

 

 The construction of Ithai Barrage across the Manipur river certainly obstructed the 

migratory route of the fishes moved from the Chindwin river to the course of Manipur river for 

breeding adjoining lakes and streams of this river. As many as 35 species of fishes had been 

disappeared from the Lotak Lake and the Manipur river system (Arunkumar 1992.2). The loss of 

natural fish products caused a great hamper in state economy. The occurrence of ecological 

disaster made by the Ithai barrage resulted to make sharp decline the number of the coming 

migratory birds from different countries. No more Saiberean crane returned to the Loktak Lake.  

 

Number of the aquatic edible plants like Yena (its fruit Heikak), Thangjing, Tharo, Yelang, 

Yenpat, Monshaobi, Chengkrup. Besides verities of snails and the commercial plants like singut, 

Imom and Humdang (used as a thatch of house) came to extinct. The shrinking of grazing grounds 

of the peripheral places and elevated areas inside the lake became a major reason to wipe out 

buffaloes from the affected villages. During the transition period (i.e. after the commission of 

Loktak Project) people faced enumerable hardship of eventual flood. Thousands of peasants were 

deprived of their lands, while the fisherman were helpless to adjust with the new changing 

scinerio by using traditional home made net and tools to catch fish. Such a circumstances 

compelled the landless peasants to move city areas for searching livelihood. But the helpless 

fisherman were forced to apply pesticides to catch fish particularly at the time of Phum Namba (a 

traditional method of catching fishes) The scene is painful to think. The helpless Ithai barrage 

affected subjects moved from heaven and earth for their surviving. One time the granary of 

Manipur was turned to barren water body. The number of the sons and daughters of landless 

farmers and helpless fisherman came to increase in thousands but they were not properly cared. 
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The employment of 2000 to 5000 educated and trained workers by Loktak Project was not related 

to solve the problem of the Ithai barrage affected areas people. 

  

The obstruction of water current of the Manipur river by damming led to large depositing 

of silts to the Loktak Lake, the Khordak channel and the Manipur river system. Its immediate result 

was to dry up Khordak channel by reducing from 7-8 metres depth to hardly 1 metre. Before the 

commission of Loktak Project, the water of the Loktak Lake was monitored by the Khordak channel 

(15 Km. long rises from Loktak). It functioned both inlet and outlet water of the Loktak Lake. 

During the dry season all the deposited silts and debris were drained from Loktak to the Manipur 

river through the   Khordak channel. Such a natural routine would alive Loktak Lake since the 

inception of valley formation till now. “From times immemorial the flow of Manipur river was 

controlled by the Sugnu Hump and that the Chakpi river played the obsequent role in a natural 

process. But all these natural courses have now became defunct because of the Ithai barrage, 

posing a severe ecological threat to the lake and surrounding areas.” (Singh, 1992, 14)                  

      

During the winter season the floating phumdis of Khuyam i.e. Keibul Lamjao National Park 

got touch the ground level and accumulated nutrients from the soil to grow new offshoots of 

grasses but during the rainy season, the phumdis of the park were floating again. The maintenance 

of constant higher water level of the lake completely destroyed the cycle of floating and sinking of 

the Phumdis of the Park. It also endangered the life of Brow- Antlered Deer of this park.   

 

The continue blockade of water current in the natural outlet of the Loktak Lake by damming 

makes an enormous deposit of silts and debries in the bottom of the lake. This trend causes to 

swallow the lake and bring more and more peripheral land under water. The increase of water 

level not only in the Loktak Lake but also the Pumlen, the Ikop, the Kharung and the Khoidum 

lakes brought number of  the hectares of cultivable land are put under the inundated water. While 

in this situation if rain continues for 3 / 4 day, serve flood takes place. Therefore, the dwellers 

around the lakes during the last one and half decade after the commission of the Loktak Project 

built two types of house once in a year to save from the impending flood. Probably, in the three 

decades, the usual eco-systems of the Loktak and the neighbouring lakes were uprooted. The 

people settling around the lakes and the Manipur river system are facing the ecological disaster. 

After the commission of Project, flood is common phenomenon faced by the people of Manipur. 

 

The effected area brought by the Ithai Barrage is also extended to the downstream area of 

the Manipur river. During the lean season water is scarce due to block the course of the Manipur 
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river damming at Ithai. The absence of water current does not favour to grow Nungsham (blue 

green algae a protein rich aquatic plant) to the bed of the Manipur river around Sugnu and Serou 

areas. Particularly these villagers who engaged to gather such a plant, became unemployed. 

During the rainy season, the water of the downstream portion of the Manipur river and its 

tributaries are in position of higher level. While in this brim situation, as an usual routine Ithai 

Barrage shutters were opened and sudden flux of large volume of water from upstream to 

downstream took place. An artificial flood occurred in the downstream areas. The flooded water is 

6’ to 7’ feet higher and it took some months to clear all the deluge water. The ultimate result of it 

was to bring Cheirel village (traditional pottery makers Village) under flood water. Thus they were 

compelled to shift to the neighbouring hill. The frequent flood which can destroy planted fields, 

houses, other etc. and sometimes make the areas an useless barren water body due to water 

logging months together, became one of the substantial factor to wipe out the uneasy Manipur 

civilization.  

 

Such a great hydraulic work taken up by the Government manipulating great fresh water 

lake and The Manipur river to acquire maximum electric power was one of the bond step to meet 

the demand of emerging power like India. It can be done only by the Government who has enough 

capability to carry out large productive and protective hydraulic work. Because Government has 

sufficient capital to finance it. Thus, Government acts as a guardian and the protector of the 

people. In exchange of it, state is able to draw the confidence and loyalty of her subjects. The 

productive and protective water management work was started to use as a fundamental device 

for state craft since the dawn of civilization. Even today, state adopts such a device as a means to 

bring the development of her subjects. But the gigantic water work of the Loktak Project is highly 

questionable over the matter of loyalty and confidence of the people. 
 

 However, state practically realized the ruins brought by water management work like 

Loktak Project within a short period of hardly two years. So, state established LDA (Loktak 

Development Authority) on 25th March, 1986 particularly to manage the Loktak and the Pumlen 

lakes. After doing a thorough assessment of the siltation at the Loktak and Pumlen lakes, WAPCOS 

(water and power consultant) prepared a detailed report on the lakes. In order to materialize the 

plan, LDA purchased one dredging machine from Madras in 1991. The machine was used to 

dredge hardly three Kilometres from Phubala to Sendra on the fringe of the Loktak lake, Sendra 

and the Khordak channel. Unfortunately, the Khordak channel could not be restore to it’s former 

position. Besides a kind of inset was used to clear water hyacinth. All the hyacinth were eaten but 

another aquatic grass like pargrass soon spread all over the Loktak Lake. Thus the LDA tries to 

improve the condition of the Loktak lake. However, the problem of the Loktak Project interlinks 
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with insurgency problem of Manipur. The affected area brought by the project became one of the 

comfortable breeding ground of the valley based rebels. Rebels used water packed lakes as their 

transit camps and hiding places. 

 

Though Manipur lost her political identity with the merge to Indian Union in 1949, she 

continued to maintain her traditional agro-fishing based economy identity. But the scene was soon 

changed with the commission of the Loktak Project that the entire traditional economy was 

doomed. The decline of both identities becomes a serious threat to the identity of the indigenous 

population of Manipur. The threat to the fallen Manipur civilization becomes a far reaching 

seriousness, when the project continues to destroy her physical environment. The Loktak Project 

is nothing but a neocolonial political discrimination offers the potential challenge as harsh physical 

environment. In order to respond of such a abortive attempt, some of the village volunteers and 

clubs of affected Ithai Barrage came forward. The situation favoured to conduct a detail survey 

throughout the affected areas. The problem was publicized all over Manipur by doing seminar 

symposium and publishing book. In 10th June 1992 a joint meeting was held at the premise of 

Manipur University and accordingly AMIBPO (All Manipur Ithai Barrage People’s Organization) was 

formed to mobilize the public opinion on the issue of socio-economic, environmental and 

ecological disturbances brought by Ithai Barrage. It posed to launch a response against the 

discrimination of the government. About 8 months, the organization was very active to influence 

other sections of the people. But after a short period, it’s activities were almost ceased due to the 

lack of leadership. 
  

Since the project is central sponsored one, the state government’s power over the decision 

making regarding of Loktak Project is entirely helpless. The apathetic attitude of the government 

towards the fallen civilization becomes the greatest ever threat faced by the Manipuris.  

  

At present LDA is again trying to manage the Loktak Lake by clearing Phumdis in two 

separate places like Sendra and Heisnam areas. The surrounding people realises that the 

traditional way of clearing phumdies is far more effective than the present work done by LDA in 

different aspects. Therefore, it is also considered as a pretending usual routine continued by the 

government to meet their necessary.      

 

The plight of Manipur civilization became more grievous during the past three decades of 

post commission period on account of forcible attitude of the NHPC (National Hydro Electric 

Corporation), weakness of the state government over the issues of Loktak Project and Ithai 

Barrage and wrong choose of hydrological management. There were no any scientific research 
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works before the commencement of the Loktak Project. Therefore, any management or repairing 

works planned by the Loktak Development Authority (LDA) cannot be a successful one. The lakes 

of the Southern Valley of Manipur are the most sensitive ecosystems. The lakes are only the 

natural mechanism to monitor the climate as well as to regulate the water body system of the 

valley of Manipur. The destruction of this natural cycle inflects an abortive blow on the fallen 

Manipur civilization. Such a internal colonialism programme should not be done to her smaller 

border state in the name of development. In a greater extend, the economic management works 

of natural resources should not disturb the environment of Manipur. The water body of the Loktak 

Lake should not be manipulated of power generation but this lake water body and physical 

position of the Loktak should be ever managed to bring longer life, to protect environment of 

Manipur and to provide benefit all the living creatures around the lake.  
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