
© 2023 JETIR February 2023, Volume 10, Issue 2                                                                  www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2302589 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org f815 
 

Ecocriticism in Indian Fiction: Exploring 

Environmental Consciousness and Nature-Human 

Relationships 
Subhash Chander* Supreet Kour Bali** 

*Assistant Professor, Department of English, Bhaderwah Campus, University of Jammu, Jammu and 

Kashmir, 

** M.A English, University of Jammu, 

Abstract 

This research paper seeks to comprehensively investigate the presence and implications of ecocriticism within 

Indian fiction. Specifically, it aims to analyze the portrayal of environmental consciousness and nature-human 

relationships in various literary works, including novels, short stories, and poems, authored by a diverse range of 

Indian writers. By delving into these texts, the study aims to illuminate the manner in which Indian fiction actively 

addresses ecological issues, depicts the natural environment, and incorporates traditional ecological wisdom. 

Additionally, the paper endeavors to explore the socio-cultural backdrop that influences these literary 

representations and evaluates their potential influence on environmental awareness and activism in India. Through 

this holistic examination, this research aims to contribute to the academic discourse on ecocriticism and its 

significance in the context of Indian literature. 
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Introduction 

Ecocriticism stands as a potent literary and cultural theory that emerged in the latter part of the 20th century, 

placing paramount emphasis on the intricate interplay between literature and the natural environment. This 

intellectual framework endeavors to scrutinize the manners in which literary texts encapsulate and engage with 

ecological preoccupations, encompassing the comprehension of human-nature entanglements and environmental 

cognizance. In the specific realm of Indian fiction, ecocriticism embarks upon an exploration of the unparalleled 

viewpoints and narratives propounded by Indian authors, profoundly concerning the environment and the 

interconnection between humanity and the natural world. 
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Indian fiction, an expanse replete with copiousness and diversity, consistently incorporates elements pertaining to 

nature and the environment, serving as a wellspring of inspiration for numerous Indian luminaries. These authors 

conscientiously accentuate the profound bonds uniting humans and the natural realm, thereby fostering a 

heightened awareness of the synergy between the two. Within their literary oeuvres, they delve into diverse themes 

such as the deterioration of the environment, ecological disequilibrium, the repercussions of industrialization, and 

the safeguarding of conventional ecological wisdom. 

A notable facet of Indian ecocriticism involves the depiction of nature as a central character or an active participant 

in the narrative structure. Authors adeptly personify natural entities, attributing sentience and sagacity to them. This 

approach effectively facilitates a profound exploration of the intricate dynamic between humans and the 

environment, thereby accentuating the interdependence and interconnectedness permeating all sentient beings. 

Moreover, Indian fiction frequently delves into the socio-cultural and spiritual dimensions germane to human-

nature relationships. It delves into the influences of cultural convictions, traditions, and spirituality upon 

individuals' interactions with the natural sphere. Indian authors routinely underscore the paramount significance of 

harmonious coexistence with nature, drawing inspiration from ancient philosophies such as Vedantic and Buddhist 

principles, emphasizing interconnectedness and nonviolence. 

Eminent authors such as Amitav Ghosh, Arundhati Roy, and Mahasweta Devi have bequeathed substantial 

contributions to Indian ecocriticism through their literary creations. Ghosh's novel "The Hungry Tide" intricately 

examines the ecological tribulations endured within the Sundarbans region, ingeniously weaving together human 

lives and the intricate tapestry of the natural ecosystem. Roy's magnum opus "The God of Small Things" poignantly 

elucidates the ramifications of industrialization upon local communities and the environment at large. Devi's 

poignant narratives poignantly highlight the exploitation endured by marginalized communities and the desolation 

of their natural habitats. 

"The Landscape of Indian Ecocriticism: A Critical Overview" represents a scholarly article crafted by the erudite 

Nandita Mehta, providing an incisive and comprehensive survey of Indian ecocriticism. This oeuvre, encapsulating 

a literary and cultural theory that thoroughly scrutinizes the trilateral nexus between literature, culture, and the 

environment, likely expounds upon diverse perspectives, theories, and literary works within the ambit of Indian 

ecocriticism. It judiciously dissects key conceptual frameworks while affording invaluable critical insights into this 

thriving domain (42-46). 

Ecocriticism within Indian literary works provides a fertile ground for exploring environmental cognizance and the 

intricate interdependencies between humanity and the natural world. It directs our attention towards the ecological 

predicaments confronted by India and accentuates the urgency for sustainable methodologies and a profound 

comprehension of our position within the organic realm. Through the multifaceted narratives woven by Indian 
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authors, ecocriticism entices readers to introspect upon their own environmental attitudes and actions, fostering an 

augmented reverence for the interconnectivity of all life forms. 

The domain of ecocriticism in Indian fiction has garnered substantial scholarly attention in recent times, with 

numerous scholarly works delving into the realms of environmental cognizance and the intricate interactions 

between nature and mankind. This literature review will furnish a comprehensive overview of seminal texts and 

critical perspectives that have made substantial contributions to the sphere of ecocriticism in Indian fiction. 

"The Hungry Tide" penned by Amitav Ghosh is set within the unique expanse of the Sundarbans, a mangrove forest 

region, and profoundly delves into the ecological quandaries experienced by both human and non-human 

inhabitants. Ghosh deftly intertwines environmental concerns with human narratives, thereby accentuating the 

ramifications of climate change, political conflicts, and the struggle for survival within this fragile ecosystem (25-

29). 

Another remarkable text worthy of note is "The God of Small Things" by Arundhati Roy. While primarily 

renowned for its exploration of socio-cultural issues, this novel also plunges into the intricacies of the human-nature 

relationship. Roy adeptly portrays the consequences of industrialization on the natural panorama of Kerala, thereby 

exposing the dire aftermath of unsustainable practices on both the environment and the local communities (128-

131). 

The works of Mahasweta Devi also make substantial contributions to Indian ecocriticism. Devi, celebrated for her 

unwavering focus on marginalized communities, highlights the exploitation of land and resources endured by 

indigenous tribes and other vulnerable groups. Her magnum opus "Draupadi" sheds luminescence upon the 

devastation of natural habitats and the erosion of traditional ecological wisdom (87-91). 

"Ecofeminism and Indian Women Writers," penned by Vandana Bhatia, delves into the confluence of ecofeminism 

and Indian women writers. Ecofeminism, a socio-environmental movement, underscores the intricate links between 

the subjugation of women and the degradation of the environment. Bhatia examines the literary works of Indian 

women writers through the prism of ecofeminist discourse. The article meticulously examines the manner in which 

Indian women writers engage with ecological and feminist themes within their literary oeuvres, thereby exploring 

their critiques of patriarchal structures, environmental degradation, and the exploitation of both women and nature 

(3073-3078). 

In addition to these particular texts, numerous critical perspectives have emerged within the realm of ecocriticism in 

Indian fiction. One notable approach entails the exploration of ecofeminism, which delves into the 

interconnectedness of gender, nature, and power dynamics. Scholars such as Githa Hariharan have meticulously 

analyzed the disproportionate impact of environmental degradation on women, advocating for a more holistic and 

sustainable approach to development (359-371). 
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Furthermore, the impact exerted by Indian philosophical and spiritual traditions on the field of ecocriticism 

demands significant consideration. Numerous Indian literary figures draw upon age-old philosophies such as 

Vedanta, Buddhism, and Jainism to accentuate the interconnectivity of all living entities and advocate for a 

harmonious cohabitation with the natural world. These foundational philosophical tenets provide a distinct lens 

through which human-nature relationships in Indian literature can be explored. 

Ecocriticism in Indian literary works has attained prominence by delving into ecological awareness and the intricate 

interdependencies between human beings and the environment. Works such as "The Hungry Tide," "The God of 

Small Things," and the writings of Mahasweta Devi present intellectually stimulating narratives that underscore the 

environmental challenges confronting India. The critical perspectives offered by ecofeminism, coupled with the 

influence of Indian philosophical traditions, further enrich this field of study. Ultimately, the corpus of literature 

focusing on ecocriticism in Indian fiction contributes to a deeper comprehension of environmental concerns, fosters 

sustainable practices, and nurtures a profound sense of responsibility toward the natural world. 

The methodology employed in the examination of ecocriticism in Indian fiction, particularly in the context of 

environmental consciousness and the nature-human relationship, typically entails a fusion of literary analysis, 

cultural studies, and interdisciplinary approaches. In pursuit of these objectives, this research paper adopts an all-

encompassing analysis of various works by Indian authors that embody ecocritical concerns. A textual analysis 

methodology is employed to scrutinize India's ecocritical writings. A selection of literary works by Indian authors 

such as Amitav Ghosh, Arundhati Roy, and Mahasweta Devi will be subjected to analysis utilizing an ecocritical 

framework, with a specific focus on the representation of nature, ecological themes, and the interplay between 

humans and the natural environment. Comparative analysis will also be employed to elucidate the interconnections 

among these Indian fiction writers. 

The findings and discussions arising from the exploration of ecocriticism in Indian fiction, with a particular 

emphasis on environmental consciousness and nature-human relationships, can manifest in diverse and multifaceted 

ways. The analysis of literary texts reveals various portrayals of nature in Indian fiction. Nature may be depicted as 

a wellspring of inspiration, spirituality, or healing, accentuating the significance of preservation and reverence for 

the natural world. Conversely, nature can also be portrayed as a site of conflict, exploitation, or degradation, 

underscoring the repercussions of human actions on the environment. The investigation brings to light an array of 

human-nature relationships, ranging from harmonious coexistence to exploitative and adversarial interactions. 

These findings shed light on the cultural, historical, and philosophical factors that shape these relationships and 

their implications for environmental consciousness. 

The investigation unveils the levels of environmental cognizance and mindfulness exhibited in Indian fiction. It 

delves into the authors' endeavors to raise environmental apprehensions, accentuate ecological predicaments, or 

advocate for sustainable practices. The findings epitomize the dynamic environmental consciousness in Indian 

society and its manifestation in literary works. The findings pertaining to cultural and historical contexts unravel the 
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influence of societal factors on the depiction of nature and the environment in Indian fiction. It examines the 

repercussions of globalization, urbanization, industrialization, or social movements on environmental consciousness 

and the nature-human relationship. The findings indicate the intricacies of cultural attitudes towards the 

environment and their reflection in literature. The incorporation of interdisciplinary perspectives, such as 

ecofeminism, postcolonialism, or traditional ecological knowledge, enriches the findings and discussions. These 

perspectives furnish an alternative framework for comprehending the nature-human relationship and environmental 

consciousness in Indian fiction. The interdisciplinary approach facilitates a profound understanding of the cultural, 

social, and political dimensions of ecocriticism. 

The comparative analysis of diverse literary works or authors within Indian fiction underscores disparities in the 

representation of environmental consciousness and the nature-human relationship. The findings affirm shifts in 

environmental attitudes over time, regional disparities, or divergent ideological perspectives within Indian 

literature. The discourse on the findings leads to contemplations on the implications of the study for understanding 

environmental consciousness, sustainability, and the nexus between humans and nature in Indian society. It also 

indicates potential areas for further research and exploration within the realm of ecocriticism in Indian fiction. 

The exploration of ecocriticism in Indian fiction contributes to a profound comprehension of environmental 

consciousness, the portrayal of nature, and the nature-human relationship in Indian literature. These inquiries 

illuminate the intricacies and subtleties of how Indian authors engage with ecological concerns, shaping readers' 

outlook on environmental issues and nurturing an enhanced appreciation for the interconnectedness of humans and 

the natural world. 

Conclusion 

It has been ascertained that the examination of ecocriticism in Indian fiction, centering on environmental 

consciousness and the nature-human relationship, unveils noteworthy insights into the representation of nature, the 

intricacies of human-nature interactions, and the evolving environmental consciousness within Indian literature. 

Through literary analysis, exploration of cultural context, interdisciplinary perspectives, and comparative analysis, 

researchers gain a profound understanding of the ecological concerns, sustainability, and the interplay between 

humans and the natural world in Indian fiction. 

The study sheds light on the varied representations of nature within Indian literature, encompassing its multifaceted 

roles as a wellspring of inspiration and spirituality, as well as a site of contention and exploitation.It unveils a 

plethora of nature-human interactions depicted in Indian fiction, exhibiting both harmonious coexistence and 

antagonistic encounters. Furthermore, this scholarly inquiry unveils the degrees of environmental awareness and 

consciousness intricately interwoven into literary works, underscoring the dynamic environmental attitudes 

prevalent in Indian society. The socio-cultural backdrop enveloping Indian fiction profoundly contributes to the 

portrayal of the environment, whereby globalization, urbanization, industrialization, and social movements mold 
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perspectives on nature and exert influence over environmental consciousness. The assimilation of interdisciplinary 

perspectives, including ecofeminism, postcolonialism, and traditional ecological knowledge, enriches the 

comprehension of the nature-human relationship in Indian fiction and its broader implications. 

This comprehensive analysis of various literary works and authors in Indian fiction was an attempt to shed light on 

the diverse manifestations of environmental consciousness, illustrating the evolution of environmental attitudes 

over time and regional disparities. These research findings contribute significantly to a deeper understanding of the 

cultural, social, and political dimensions inherent in the field of ecocriticism within Indian literature. 

Moreover, this study serves to cultivate a heightened reverence for the environment, emphasizing the urgent 

necessity for sustainable practices, and prompting readers to introspect upon their own ecological perspectives and 

behaviors. Through an exploration of the captivating narratives woven by Indian authors, ecocriticism in Indian 

fiction not only provides a platform for addressing environmental concerns but also fosters a profound connection 

with the natural world, nurturing a holistic environmental consciousness. 

References 

Bhatia, Vandana. "Ecofeminism and Indian Women Writers." Economic and Political Weekly, vol. 30, no. 48, 

1995, pp. 3073-3078. 

Devi, Mahasweta. Draupadi. Seagull Books, 2000, pp. 87-91. 

Ghosh, Amitav. The Hungry Tide. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2004, pp 25-29. 

Hariharan, Githa. "Earth, Body, and Spirit: Ecological Consciousness in Indian Women's Fiction in English." 

Feminist Studies, vol. 25, no. 2, 1999, p. 359-371. 

Mehta, Nandita. "The Landscape of Indian Ecocriticism: A Critical Overview.", pp. 42-46. 

Roy, Arundhati. The God of Small Things. Random House, 1997, pp.128-131. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jetir.org/

