
© 2023 JETIR June 2023, Volume 10, Issue 6                                                                 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2306822 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org i210 
 

Sudha Murty: A Pioneering Writer in Children's 

Literature 
 

1ARNAB CHATTERJEE, 2Dr. SHAKIBUR RAHMAN KHAN 
1Ph. D. Research Scholar, 2Professor and HOD Dept. of English 

1Dept. of English 
1Netaji Subhas University, Jamshedpur, India 

 

Abstract: Sudha Murty’s books often deal with themes such as compassion, kindness, friendship, and social issues in ways that 

children can understand. Her writing style is engaging and captivating, making her stories enjoyable even for younger readers. 

Through her work, she hopes to inspire her children to think critically, empathise with others, and develop a sense of social 

responsibility. This research report explores Sudha Murty’s notable contributions as a children's writer. Acclaimed Indian author and 

philanthropist Sudha Murty captures the hearts of young readers with her compelling stories, insightful narratives, and compassionate 

characters. This article examines the impact of Sudha Murty’s work on children's readers and focuses on her unique style, subject 

matter, and efforts to instill moral values and social perceptions. Additionally, the broader implications of Sudha Murty’s 

contributions to children's literature and her enduring legacy as a transformative storyteller are explored.  
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Introduction 

       Sudha Murty is an Indian writer, social worker, and philanthropist who has made significant contributions to literature and social 

issues. Sudha Murty is known for her simple, heartfelt storytelling that revolves around her social issues, human values, and the lives 

of ordinary people. Despite her successful career in the tech industry, Sudha Murty found her true calling in her writing and social 

work. Murty’s writings are known for their brevity, relatability, and emphasis on her moral values. She has written many books for 

children, youth, and adults. In addition to her writing work, Sudha Murty is actively involved in her philanthropic endeavours through 

her Infosys Foundation, which she co-founded with her husband. The foundation focuses on promoting education, health care, and 

rural development. Ms. Murty has played a pivotal role in implementing various initiatives to improve the lives of disadvantaged 

people, especially in rural areas. Sudha Murthy's writings and philanthropic work have made her a highly respected and influential 

figure in India. Her work reflects her deep empathy for others and her commitment to using her talents and resources for the 

betterment of society.  

       Children's literature plays an important role in educating the minds of adolescents and promoting their overall development. 

Children's literature stimulates imagination and creativity by introducing young minds to a variety of characters, settings, and 

storylines. Through imaginative stories, children can explore new ideas, imagine different worlds, and develop their creativity. 

Reading children's books helps children improve their language skills. Learn new vocabulary, sentence structures, and storytelling 

techniques. Exposure to well-written literature also improves grammar, communication skills, and general language skills. Develop a 

child's cognitive skills by navigating stories, making connections, and understanding complex concepts. It also helps us recognise and 

manage our emotions by portraying different characters and dealing with different social and emotional situations. Stories in children's 

literature often convey important moral and ethical lessons. They feature characters who face challenges, make decisions, and learn 
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from their experiences. Reading stories like this helps children develop empathy, compassion, and an understanding of right and 

wrong. Children's literature introduces young readers to different cultures, traditions, and perspectives, which promote tolerance, 

respect, and appreciation for differences. By reading about characters from different backgrounds, children gain a broader view of the 

world and learn to embrace diversity. It serves as the foundation for academic learning. It introduces basic concepts, stimulates 

curiosity, and encourages a love of reading and learning. It helps develop critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and a thirst for 

knowledge. Reading together is an opportunity for parents, carers, and teachers to bond with their children. A shared reading 

experience not only strengthens relationships but also fosters discussion, expands vocabulary, and fosters social skills. Children's 

literature is a powerful tool for educating young people. It helps to develop imagination, language development, cognitive and 

emotional growth, moral values, cultural awareness, an educational foundation, attachment, empowerment, and a lifelong love of 

reading. By engaging with diverse stories, children lay the foundation for a comprehensive and empathetic worldview. 

Sudha Murty: A Writer of Empathy and Insight 

       Sudha Murty is an acclaimed Indian author and philanthropist known for her down-to-earth, socially conscious writing. Her 

writing style, character development, and storytelling techniques help create a deep bond with readers. She uses clear and concise 

language, making her work easily understood by readers of all ages. Her writing avoids over-exaggeration and maintains a 

conversational tone that creates an immediate connection with the reader. This simplicity allows her stories to resonate with a wide 

audience, including young people and children. One of Sudha Murty's strengths lies in her ability to create likeable and versatile 

characters. Many of her characters are ordinary people from diverse backgrounds who face everyday challenges and moral dilemmas. 

Through her sensitive portrayals, Murty addresses her hopes, dreams, strengths, weaknesses, and personal growth. She emphasises the 

importance of human values, drawing out the complexities and nuances of her characters' lives and allowing readers to form deep 

emotional connections with them. Murty’s storytelling techniques are focused on addressing social issues and highlighting human 

values. She often draws inspiration from real-life events and experiences to bring truth and relevance to her stories. Her story is driven 

by her strong moral compass and her desire to shed light on various social issues such as gender inequality, poverty, and educational 

inequality. She seamlessly integrates these themes into her stories, giving readers valuable insight and heightened awareness of social 

realities. Sudha Murty’s storytelling is often a mixture of humour, sensitivity, and optimism. She deftly balances serious subject matter 

with moments of lightness and wit, making her stories thought-provoking and enjoyable to read. This combination allows her to 

capture the reader's attention and create an emotional connection that goes beyond mere entertainment.  

Impact of Sudha Murty's Works on Child Readers 

       Sudha Murty's stories often revolve around themes of compassion, kindness, and social issues. Through her characters and 

narratives, she encourages children to develop empathy for others and understand different perspectives. Her stories touch upon topics 

like poverty, gender equality, disability, and environmental conservation, fostering a sense of empathy and social awareness among 

young readers. Sudha Murty's storytelling prowess and the relatability of her characters have sparked a love for reading among 

children. Her books are known for their simplicity and accessibility, making them appealing to young readers. By offering engaging 

narratives and relatable characters, she has played a crucial role in instilling a reading habit among children. Sudha Murty's books are 

known for their strong moral underpinnings. She presents ethical dilemmas and moral lessons in a relatable and engaging manner. Her 

stories are of honesty, integrity, humility, and perseverance, teaching children important values and principles that can guide them in 

their own lives. Her narratives transport children to different worlds and situations, encouraging them to explore new ideas, cultures, 

and perspectives. Through her books, she ignites the imagination of children and encourages them to think creatively. Sudha Murty's 

books often feature strong female protagonists who challenge societal norms and stereotypes. By presenting girls who overcome 

obstacles and pursue their dreams, she empowers young girls and encourages them to break barriers. Her stories inspire girls to believe 

in themselves, defy societal limitations, and strive for their aspirations. 
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Sudha Murty's Contributions to Children's Literature 

       Sudha Murty is the author of many entertaining and educational children's books that cover diverse subjects and offer valuable life 

lessons. 

       "How I Taught My Grandmother to Read and Other Stories": This collection of short stories is one of Murty’s most popular 

children's works. It contains heartwarming stories that emphasise the importance of kindness, compassion, and education.  

       Her cover story, "How I Taught My Grandmother to Read", recounts Sudha Murty’s experience teaching her illiterate 

grandmother to read and write. Through her patience and innovative teaching methods, she helps her grandmother acquire her literacy 

skills and explore her world of books and knowledge. Other stories in the collection touch on a wide range of topics, such as social 

issues, family values, empathy, and the importance of education. Sudha Murty’s writings often focus on the struggles and 

achievements of disadvantaged and marginalised segments of society. Each story in this book has a strong message and offers 

valuable life lessons. Sudha Murty’s style of storytelling is simple and relatable to her. Her stories capture the essence of human 

emotions, relationships, and the power of small acts of kindness. "How I Taught My Grandmother to Read and Other Stories" is a 

moving and uplifting book that celebrates the potential for positive change and the transformative power of education and compassion. 

This work reminds readers of the importance of empathy and the impact even one person has on the lives of others. 

       "The Bird with Golden Wings": In this enchanting tale, Murty tells a magical tale about a little bird who discovers a special 

golden feather. The book explores themes of greed, friendship, and the pursuit of happiness. 

       In this book, Birds with Golden Wings, delightful colour illustrations bring tales of mythical beasts, queens and monarchs, and 

ordinary humorous men and women to life. Another great gift from Sudha Murty to children is this collection of 21 short stories that 

teach life lessons in a friendly and approachable way. 

       "The Magic Drum and Other Favourite Stories": This collection brings together a variety of folk tales from different parts of 

India. Sudha Murty retells these traditional stories, preserving their cultural significance and introducing young readers to the rich 

tapestry of Indian folklore. 

       The book features a variety of enchanting stories that revolve around themes such as bravery, honesty, kindness, and the 

importance of values. Each story is engaging and filled with imaginative elements that appeal to young readers. Sudha Murty's writing 

style is simple yet impactful, making her stories relatable and easy to comprehend. "The Magic Drum and Other Favourite Stories" 

may include a diverse range of tales, including folk tales, mythological stories, and contemporary narratives. Some of the stories may 

introduce readers to Indian culture, traditions, and values, offering a glimpse into the rich heritage of the country. This collection is 

widely appreciated for its ability to entertain and educate children, helping them develop a moral compass and an appreciation for 

important life lessons. Sudha Murty's stories often carry a subtle message or teach children valuable insights, making them suitable for 

both entertainment and character development. 

      "The Man from the Egg": Sudha Murty explores Indian mythology in this book, retelling ancient Hindu legends in a captivating 

and accessible way. Through the tales of gods and goddesses, children learn about moral values, bravery, and the power of good over 

evil. 

       "The Man from the Egg" is a collection of mythological tales from around the world. In this book, Sudha Murty explores various 

creation myths and presents them in a captivating and accessible manner. The stories in the book delve into different cultures and 

civilizations, including Indian, Egyptian, Chinese, Greek, and Norse mythology, among others. The title, "The Man from the Egg," 

refers to the concept of creation found in many mythologies, where the world and all its beings emerge from an egg or a primordial 

source. Sudha Murty takes readers on a journey through these diverse mythologies, sharing the creation stories and their underlying 
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themes. By presenting these mythological tales, Sudha Murty aims to introduce readers to the rich cultural heritage and beliefs of 

different civilizations. The book also highlights the universal aspects of these stories, emphasising the common threads that connect 

humanity across time and geography. 

       "The Upside-Down King: An Unusual Story About Rama and Krishna": In this book, Sudha Murty presents an unconventional 

story about the popular Hindu gods Rama and Krishna. This story challenges conventional wisdom and encourages children to think 

critically and challenge norms. 

       "The Upside-Down King" is a collection of stories centered around the two prominent figures in Hindu mythology, Rama and 

Krishna. Sudha Murty brings a unique perspective to these stories by presenting lesser-known anecdotes and incidents that highlight 

the humanity and vulnerability of these revered deities. In this book, Sudha Marti explores the lives of Rama and Krishna beyond the 

famous stories of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. She delves into unusual and lesser-known aspects of their lives, focusing on her 

interactions with various characters and the lessons they have taught them through their actions. Through these unusual tales, Sudha 

Marti offers readers a fresh and insightful understanding of Rama and Krishna as individuals who faced challenges, made difficult 

choices, and exhibited virtues consistent with human experience. 

       "The Grandma's Bag of Stories": Each story in "The Grandma's Bag of Stories" is set in different Indian cultural backgrounds and 

explores various themes such as honesty, compassion, friendship, and perseverance. The stories in the book are often narrated by a 

grandmother, a character that is cherished in Indian households for her wisdom and warmth. Through her storytelling, she captivates 

the children's imagination and teaches them valuable lessons that are relevant even in contemporary times. The tales cover a wide 

range of topics, including sibling relationships, bravery, selflessness, and the importance of education. One of the key strengths of 

Sudha Murty's writing is her ability to convey profound messages in a simple and accessible manner. Her stories are infused with 

Indian culture and traditions, allowing readers to gain insight into the country's rich heritage. While primarily targeted at young 

readers, the book has found appreciation among readers of all ages for its universal themes and engaging storytelling.  

      "How the Sea Became Salty": Through this book, Sudha Murty explores the fascinating world of Indian folklore, retelling stories 

about natural phenomena. The stories help children understand the wonders of the natural world while instilling a sense of curiosity 

and wonder. 

       "Grandparents’ Bag of Stories": Children are confined to their homes in 2020 due to the unique coronavirus that has spread to 

India. Ajja and Ajji invite their grandkids and Kamlu Ajji to stay at their Shiggaon home as a result of the announcement of a 

statewide lockdown and the escalating situation. 

       As the children enter the enchanting realm of gods, monarchs, princesses, serpents, magical beanstalks, thieves, kingdoms, and 

palaces, among other things, the lockdown turns into an unforgettable experience for them. They sew masks, share household chores, 

prepare food for workers, and lose themselves in timeless tales. The children's greatest source of delight comes from listening to their 

grandparents' many tales, which help them become more empathetic, worldly, and resilient than ever. 

      "The Gopi Diaries": The adoption of a dog named Gopi by a devoted human family is the subject of this tale. Before anybody can 

say "Gopi! ", Gopi has already developed into a young dog who is conscious of his surroundings and the people in them. He is a little 

white ball of fur. 

       "The Magic of the Lost Temple": City girl Nooni spends her summer holidays in the hamlet of her grandparents. She is surprised 

by how rapidly things happen in the village of her grandparents. But she immediately adjusts to the laid-back schedule there and joins 

her new friends in a flurry of activities like preparing papad, planning picnics, and picking up cycling. The action picks up when 

Nooni discovers a famous stepwell that dates back thousands of years in the middle of a forest. 
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       "How the Onion Got Its Layers", answers several questions about the onion, including how many layers there are and why cutting 

an onion makes people cry. 

       "The Magic of the Lost Story": After more than a year of being under lockdown, Nooni is now seeing her Ajja-Ajji in 

Somanahalli. In The Magic of the Lost Temple, Nooni still vividly recalls excavating the renowned stepwell and first seeing village 

life. Nooni is eager to leave her house and venture outside, but little does she realise that this would lead to yet another discovery, this 

time a piece of her family's past that has been missing. 

       "How the Mango got its Magic": The story of how such loveliness came to be is very interesting. 

Conclusion 

       An acclaimed Indian author and philanthropist, Sudha Murthy has undoubtedly left a lasting impact on children's literature and 

has played a major role in inspiring the next generation of writers. Her contributions to the literary field, especially the children's book 

genre, are prominent, and her influence continues to resonate with young readers around the world. 

       One of the most notable aspects of Sudha Murty’s writing is her ability to address important social issues and convey meaningful 

messages through narrative. Her work often deals with themes such as empathy, compassion, tolerance, and the importance of 

education. By presenting these topics in a comprehensible and accessible manner, she succeeded in holding the attention of young 

readers and providing them with valuable life lessons. Sudha Murty’s stories encourage children to think critically, develop moral 

values, and become socially responsible individuals. Sudha Murty’s book celebrates India's rich cultural diversity. She portrays the 

traditions, customs, and folklore of various regions through her stories and inspires her young readers with her pride and curiosity 

about her own heritage. Not only does this help preserve culture, but it also promotes acceptance and understanding of children from 

diverse backgrounds. 
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