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ABSTRACT :

The purpose of this article is to explore and evaluate the method in which nature has been addressed,
portrayed and presented in its completeness by two great poets from two distinct periods. This decision was
made in light of the fact that we owe a great lot of respect and thanks to nature. The English poet William
Wordsworth is one of these poets. He was a Romantic poet of the nineteenth century and is known as a poet of
nature. Wordsworth was born in 1816 and died in 1850. The second poet is a Kannada poet who was active in
the twentieth century. He is venerated with the distinction of being a "Rashtrakavi" (National Poet), and he is
also known by his common name, Kuvempu, Kuppalli Venkatappa Puttappa. Through the use of images, the
research demonstrates how nature is seen and described in the poems that were chosen from each of these
writers. This study is based on secondary data that was acquired from many sources, including magazines,

books, pertinent evaluations of publications, the Internet, and websites of various government agencies.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Nature has always played a vital role in shaping human thought, culture, and literary expression. Recognizing
the immense debt humanity owes to nature, and acknowledging it with deep respect and gratitude, the present
paper undertakes a critical investigation into the treatment, representation, and overall portrayal of nature in
the poetry of two eminent poets belonging to different cultural backgrounds and literary eras. These poets are
William Wordsworth, a prominent nineteenth-century English Romantic poet widely celebrated as a poet of
nature, and Kuvempu (Kuppalli Venkatappa Puttappa), a distinguished twentieth-century Kannada poet

honored with the title Rashtrakavi (National Poet).

William Wordsworth’s poetry marks a significant turning point in English literature, particularly in his
profound engagement with the natural world. As a Romantic poet, Wordsworth perceived nature as a living

presence, a moral guide, and a source of spiritual enlightenment. His poems reflect an intimate relationship
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between humanity and nature, emphasizing the healing, educative, and transformative power of the natural

environment.

Figure 1: William Wordsworth

A founding figure of English Romanticism, A Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom, a representative poet of
the early nineteenth century, is perpetually recognized as a poet of nature. Originating from the Lake District
in London, renowned for its picturesque landscapes adorned with hills, valleys, and rivers, as well as its
diverse flora and fauna, undoubtedly had a significant impact on Wordsworth's development as a poet of
nature.

Consequently, an elaborate depiction of nature in Wordsworth's poems. Numerous poets before to and
throughout his era have composed works on nature, depicted its beauty, and used it as a backdrop for their
poetry, with many articulating the exterior splendor of the natural world. This dissertation aims to emphasize
that among the English poets of the nineteenth century, only Wordsworth portrays nature in a distinctive
manner, a style unprecedented by any other writer before to that time. Nature influenced William Blake,
Cowper, Burns, and several writers before Wordsworth, as well as his contemporaries Byron, Shelley, and
Keats, who were ardent admirers of nature. For Milton, Nature was a magnificent sight; for Wordsworth, it
embodied a vital force. Nature was not only physical beauty, but a manifestation of God to him. He was an

enthusiast, devotee, and venerator of Nature.

Similarly, Kuvempu’s poetic vision presents nature as an integral and inseparable part of human existence.
Influenced by Indian philosophical traditions, Kuvempu views nature as a manifestation of universal
consciousness and cosmic unity. His treatment of nature goes beyond mere description, portraying it as a
symbol of harmony, moral order, and spiritual awakening. As a modern poet and thinker, Kuvempu integrates
natural imagery with his concept of Vishwamanava (Universal Man), highlighting humanity’s responsibility

toward nature and the universe.
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Figure 2: Kuppalli Venkatappa Puttappa

Kuvempu, a figure of the Navodaya era in Kannada literature, first started his literary endeavors in English
before transitioning to Kannada. For his significant work, 'Sri Ramayana Darshanam," which is characterized
as a sophisticated retelling of the characters from the Valmiki Ramayana, he was awarded the prestigious
Jnanapitha Award.

Kuvempu has received the Jnanapitha Award, as well as the Padma Bhushan, Padma Vibhushan, Sahitya
Academy Award, and Karnataka Ratna Award for his significant contributions to Kannada literature.
Kuvempu, raised in the embrace of nature in Kuppalli, had a profound affinity for the natural world from an
early age. The tranquil Malenadu, characterized by its verdant landscapes, hills, valleys, and rivers next to
Theertha Halli in the Shimoga region of Karnataka, likely had a significant impact on him.During his early
undergraduate years, Kuvempu had the chance to study the works of William Wordsworth, John Milton, as
well as selected talks by Swami Vivekananda and Rabindranath Tagore's Gitanjali. Nevertheless, it is certain

that he held Wordsworth in great esteem, since the poet of nature made an unforgettable influence on him.

This comparative study aims to examine how nature is observed, interpreted, and artistically rendered in the
selected poems of these two poets. Through textual analysis and illustrative examples, the paper highlights
both the similarities and differences in their perspectives on nature, shaped by their distinct cultural,

philosophical, and historical contexts.
2. Comparison Study of Two Greatest Poets

Kuvempu (Kuppali Venkatappa Puttappa), one of the greatest modern Kannada poets, and William
Wordsworth, a leading figure of English Romanticism, belong to different cultures, languages, and historical
periods. Despite these differences, both poets share striking similarities in their poetic vision, especially in
their treatment of nature, humanity, spirituality, and moral values. A comparative study of Kuvempu and
Wordsworth reveals how literature transcends cultural boundaries while reflecting distinct philosophical

traditions.
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2.1 Comparison in Treatment of Nature

Nature occupies a central place in the poetry of both Kuvempu and Wordsworth.

Wordsworth considers nature a living presence and moral guide. In poems such as Tintern Abbey and Lines
Written in Early Spring, nature nurtures the human soul and offers spiritual comfort. He believes that
communion with nature leads to inner peace and moral development. Nature, for Wordsworth, is a teacher that
shapes human character and emotions.

Kuvempu also celebrates nature, but his vision is cosmic and philosophical. Nature in Kuvempu’s poetry
represents universal unity and divine consciousness. In works like Sri Ramayana Darshanam, nature becomes
a symbol of moral order and spiritual harmony. Unlike Wordsworth’s personal response to nature, Kuvempu’s
outlook reflects Indian philosophical traditions that emphasize oneness between humanity and the universe.
Comparison:

The nature of Wordsworth is one that heals the soul of the individual, but the nature of Kuvempu is one that

brings together all life into a one cosmic reality.

2.2 Comparison in Concept of Humanity and Humanism

Both poets strongly believe in the dignity of human beings.

Wordsworth’s humanism focuses on ordinary people—peasants, shepherds, children, and rural folk. He
portrays their simplicity and moral purity, believing that common life holds deep emotional and ethical truth.
His poetry reflects sympathy for the poor and marginalized.

Kuvempu’s humanism is broader and more universal. Through his concept of Vishwamanava (Universal
Man), he advocates equality, rationalism, and brotherhood beyond caste, religion, and nationality. Kuvempu
envisions a society based on compassion, reason, and global unity.

Comparison:

Kuvempu places more of an emphasis on collective and universal human awareness, while Wordsworth places

more of an emphasis on individual human emotions.

2.3 Comparison in Spiritual and Philosophical Outlook

Wordsworth’s spirituality arises from his deep communion with nature. He perceives a divine spirit pervading
the natural world, which brings peace and moral clarity to the human mind. His philosophy is introspective
and personal.

Kuvempu’s philosophy blends Indian spirituality with modern rationalism. He rejects blind faith and
superstition, emphasizing enlightenment through knowledge, self-realization, and social responsibility. His
spirituality is active and reform-oriented, aiming to transform society.

Comparison:

The spirituality of Wordsworth is meant to soothe the soul of the individual, but the spirituality of Kuvempu is

aimed at bringing about intellectual and social enlightenment.
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2.4 Comparison in Language and Style

Wordsworth revolutionized English poetry by using simple, conversational language. He rejected artificial
poetic diction and wrote in a style close to everyday speech, making poetry accessible to common readers.
Kuvempu’s style is rich, elevated, and symbolic. He combines classical Kannada traditions with modern
thought, giving his poetry epic grandeur and philosophical depth.

Comparison:

The style of Wordsworth is straightforward and poetic, but the style of Kuvempu is magnificent and scholarly.

2.5 Comparison in Social Vision

Wordsworth subtly criticizes industrialization and materialism, which he feels alienate humans from nature
and moral values.

Kuvempu openly challenges social evils such as caste discrimination, ignorance, and narrow nationalism. He
is a bold social reformer who uses literature as a tool for enlightenment.

Nature as a Central Theme

Nature forms the foundation of Wordsworth’s poetic philosophy. He perceives nature as a living, conscious
presence that educates the human heart and mind. For Wordsworth, nature is not merely a scenic background
but a moral and spiritual force. In poems such as Tintern Abbey, Lines Written in Early Spring, and The
Prelude, nature nurtures the poet’s emotions, calms his troubled mind, and guides him toward moral truth.
Wordsworth firmly believes that close contact with nature leads to inner peace and ethical refinement. His
relationship with nature is intimate and personal; he responds to landscapes emotionally and spiritually.
Kuvempu also accords immense importance to nature, but his vision is broader and more philosophical.
Nature in Kuvempu’s poetry represents cosmic unity and universal consciousness, deeply influenced by
Indian metaphysical thought. In works like Sri Ramayana Darshanam, nature is symbolic of moral order,
spiritual harmony, and the interconnectedness of all life. Unlike Wordsworth’s individualistic response to
nature, Kuvempu views nature as a manifestation of the divine force that binds humanity, society, and the

universe together.

Comparison:
While Kuvempu views nature as a global, cosmic principle that unifies all things, Wordsworth sees nature as a

personal guide and healer. Wordsworth considers nature to be a source of inspiration and healing.

2.6 Comparison in Humanism and the Concept of Man

Human dignity and compassion lie at the heart of Wordsworth’s poetry. He celebrates the lives of ordinary
people—peasants, shepherds, beggars, and children—believing that simplicity preserves moral purity.
Wordsworth rejects the artificial values of urban and industrial society and instead highlights the emotional
depth and wisdom found in rural life. His poetry reflects sympathy for the poor and marginalized and

emphasizes the emotional bonds between human beings.
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Kuvempu’s humanism goes beyond individual sympathy to embrace global humanity. Through the concept of
Vishwamanava, he calls upon mankind to transcend caste, religion, nationality, and narrow identities.
Kuvempu envisions a society founded on equality, rational thinking, compassion, and universal brotherhood.
His poetry urges humans to overcome ignorance, superstition, and hatred in order to achieve collective
enlightenment.

Comparison:

In contrast to Kuvempu's humanism, which is universal, intellectual, and reform-oriented, Wordsworth's

humanism is centered on the emotional experience of that particular person.

2.7 Comparison in Spiritual and Philosophical Vision

Wordsworth’s spirituality is deeply rooted in nature. He believes in a divine spirit pervading the natural world,
which influences human thoughts and moral behavior. This spiritual outlook provides him with solace,
stability, and a sense of purpose. Wordsworth’s philosophy is largely introspective, emphasizing personal
growth and inner harmony through communion with nature.

Kuvempu’s spiritual outlook is influenced by Indian philosophy as well as modern rationalism. He does not
support blind faith or superstition but emphasizes self-realization, intellectual freedom, and social
responsibility. His spirituality is dynamic and action-oriented, aiming not only at individual enlightenment but
also at societal transformation.

Comparison:

The spirituality of Wordsworth is meant to soothe the soul of the individual, but the spirituality of Kuvempu is

intended to reawaken the collective consciousness of the human race.

2.8 Comparison in Language and Poetic Style

Wordsworth revolutionized English poetry by using simple, natural language drawn from everyday speech.
He rejected artificial poetic diction and aristocratic themes, making poetry accessible to common readers. His
style is lyrical, emotional, and deeply personal.

Kuvempu’s style is rich, elevated, and symbolic. He skillfully combines classical Kannada literary traditions
with modern philosophical ideas. His language often possesses epic grandeur, especially in Sri Ramayana
Darshanam, and appeals to both emotion and intellect.

Comparison:

The writing style of Wordsworth is straightforward and conversational, but the writing style of Kuvempu is

magnificent and academically deep.

2.9 Comparison in Social Vision and Reform

A subtle kind of societal critique is expressed by Wordsworth. It is his belief that industrialization and
materialism cause mankind to become estranged from nature and moral principles, and this causes him a great
deal of distress. Rather than being revolutionary, his interest is more introspective overall.

In contrast, Kuvempu is a social reformer who is not afraid to speak up. He takes a courageous stance against
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prejudice based on caste, intolerance of religious beliefs, ignorance, and limited nationalism. Literature, in
Kuvempu's view, is not only a means of creative expression but also a potent tool for bringing about social

transformation.

3. CONCLUSIONS

Kuvempu (Kuppali Venkatappa Puttappa) and William Wordsworth stand as monumental figures in their
respective literary traditions. Wordsworth, a central poet of the English Romantic Movement, transformed
English poetry by turning away from artificial diction and aristocratic themes toward nature, simplicity, and
common human life. Kuvempu, one of the greatest modern Kannada poets, philosopher-thinkers, and
reformers, reshaped Indian literature through his universal humanistic vision known as Vishwamanava
(Universal Man). Although they lived in different centuries and cultural environments, both poets share a deep
concern for nature, humanity, spirituality, and moral values, making them ideal subjects for a comparative

study.

In conclusion, Kuvempu and William Wordsworth, though separated by culture, language, and time, share a
profound commitment to nature, humanity, and spiritual truth. Wordsworth represents the Romantic
celebration of individual emotion, nature, and inner harmony, while Kuvempu embodies universal humanism,
rational thought, and social reform. Together, their poetry demonstrates how literature transcends cultural

boundaries and serves as a timeless force for human and spiritual enlightenment.
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