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Abstract: 

The role of media in shaping public perceptions and influencing the discourse on various topics is a well-

established phenomenon in the field of communication and journalism. This paper delves into the concepts 

of agenda setting and media narratives, exploring the dynamic relationship between media outlets, the 

topics they prioritize, and the narratives they construct. Through an examination of theoretical frameworks, 

case studies, and contemporary examples, this study aims to provide insights into how media shapes 

societal agendas and narratives. 

 

Agenda setting refers to the media's ability to determine the importance and prominence of certain issues by 

highlighting them in their coverage. This paper explores the influential role media plays in shaping public 

awareness by focusing on specific subjects, often resulting in those issues becoming salient in public 

discourse. The study analyzes how media outlets' editorial decisions, coverage patterns, and emphasis on 

particulars 

 Introduction 

Agenda setting describe stability (of news paper) to influence the salience of topics on the public agenda 

i.e.; if the news item is covered frequently and prominently the audience will regard the issue as more as 

important. This theory was developed by Dr. Max McCombs and Dr. Donald Shaw in a story on the 

American president elections in 1968. This theory can be traced to the first chapter of Walter Lippmann’s 

1922 book, Public Opinion. In the media narratives discourse, the media agenda setting is be ingrelated 

with the analysis of the different frames of the single particular issue. In agenda setting, media first builds 

the agenda to cater their audiences. Agenda building refers to the process by which news organizations and 

journalists features, emphasize or select certain issues/events or sources to cover over others. It is also 

related to work in political science or policy agenda setting which focuses on how media/news coverage 

both reflects and shapes the priorities of government officials, decision makers and elites. And the same 

thing is the today’s contemporary debate in front of the audiences that what they must read and from which 
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newspaper? In this small research work, the agenda building by the newspaper establishment starter their   

audiences and for the high circulation of their copies is being discussed. The only difference between the 

agenda setting and agenda building in the media narratives are; Agenda setting: the media attempts to 

determine which stories to cover and how much time and effort to dedicate to those stories. Agenda 

Building: how the media goes about gathering all the information which will be presented to the public in 

news stories. 

For the newspaper of the Jammu and Kashmir, there are so many examples which relate   the media agenda 

building and narratives; like the news about the hardcore separatists published in the Kashmir based news 

papers and on the other hand, the same news not visible in the Jammu based newspaper and the only reason 

behind this is the agenda building of the Kashmir audience and Indian audiences respectively. 

Also, in the recent incident of the human shield row in 2017, the Kashmir based newspapers covered the 

incident with the special interviews of the Human rights activists and on the other hand the Jammu based 

news papers just reported the whole incident along with the Army version and the Major version. There are 

so many examples of the agenda building and setting by the media in Jammu and Kashmir in which some 

are discussed above. 

Analysis of the media narratives: How these two newspapers framed the issue In order to understand the 

Kashmir issue, one needs to realize and accept its complexity. depending on the side from where you view 

it, the conflict in Kashmir be a fight for identity or a fight against the state, as the remnants of partition or a 

fight against political status quo, the result of religious assertion or long denied political promises or just as 

a result of India-Pakistan friction. More over, Kashmir has often been described as. 

LITRATURE  REVIEW 

Litrature review the unfinished business of partition by the Pakistani leadership and the finished business of 

partition by the Indian   leadership. The former tries to test the theory of two nations and the latter weighs it 

with the secular model. In between these two models are the helpless people of Kashmir who want to live 

their life with dignity. 

The mass uprising in 2016; which was triggered by the death of BurhanWani (the Hizbul commander) was 

continued for more than 100 days. The uprising had resulted into tal shutdown throughout the Valley with 

massive protest marches. To prevent the marches and publicmeetingsfor“Aazadi”,the government came 

down heavily on the marchers resulting in clashes all over the Valley. Pellet guns, teargas, paper gas and 

even straight bullets were used to prevent assemblies and marches. Continuous curfew was imposed 

throughout the Valley. It was a virtual siege and the Valley was converted into a huge prison with the 

induction of additional troops. 

To compare the tone and importance given by the two leading news papers to the news published on the 

very next day of Burhan’s encounter, let us compare the headlines, sub-headlines and lead given by the two 

leading news papers of the two regions: 

It is obvious from the above table that the Daily Excelsior has reported the news in most neutral and 

simplistic manner by giving only three column story with a picture; the Greater Kashmir has flared it up by 

adding heroic introduction of the militant in lead like ‘the face of new age militancy’ ‘carried a bounty of 

Rs.10,00000’ and highlighting the widespread impact of his death. Also, the headline of Greater The 
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Whenever framing of the issues by the various media and news paper groups discussed in any platform, we 

need to consider some of the ways in which media texts mediate the world to us. It has been already stated 

that, one of the most important ways of framed mediated communication is through the codes and 

conventions of narratives. Here we can use the Hall’s Encoding/Decoding & Ideology of News given as 

given in Laughed (2007) as follows: 

Media institutions and the text they generate are important ideological dimensions through which we make 

sense   of the   world.   Hall deploys semiotics to understand the sense making process by which media 

transmit messages to their audiences. Language is encoded (made to mean something) by those with the 

‘means of meaning production’ (i.e. producers) and is then decoded (made to mean something)by 

audiences. institutional/political/ideological order imprinted in them’ and can be decoded in any of the three 

decoding codes given in the model shown above.  

For instance, the news of Burhan Wani killing was carried by the both the leading newspapers of Jammu 

and Kashmir but with different angles in lead, head lines and subhead lines keeping in mind the line of 

thoughts of their audiences of Jammu region and Kashmir region respectively. The Kashmir centric 

newspaper Greater Kashmir used the word ‘forces’ in lead which is understood as Indian forces or 

government forces by Kashmiri audiences and played up the news by adding heroic description of  the 

militant while on the other   hand the Jammu centric news paper Daily Excelsior did not use such words at 

all and framed the news in most neutral and simplistic way. The framing of the same issue using the word 

forces is an encoded message by the media small column so that there will be a message to the audience 

that this is the only end of the militancy.  

From the above example the same news was framed for the different audiences; on one hand, the news is 

presented like the general information that some militant was killed in an encounter with security forces 

and on the other hand, the same news is framed to gain the sympathy among the audiences of the Kashmir 

by the two newspapers. 

Analysis of the content, placement of stories and colours used as codes in the highly circulated news papers 

of Jammu region and Kashmir region: The 2016 Unrest in Kashmir was also known as the post Burhan 

Wani killing unrest as the Hizbul Mujahideen, militant commander, Burhan Wani was killed in the month 

of July 2016 in an encounter with the security forces which lead to the series of the violent protest in the 

valley. Also, this 2016 unrest was the biggest unrest till reported in the Kashmir valley and the backing of 

this unrest was the youngsters as Burhan Wani cultivated the Azaadi agenda within the brains of the 

Kashmiri youths with his video clips on the social sites. The art of analyzing the newspapers are through 

the pictures they used and all the content they used in their newspapers whether in the form of the colored 

headlines or the sub headlines. The news paper the irrespective audiences, which are tried to highlight in 

this research and tried to show the difference of the ideologies of the news papers which gives birth to the 

narratives within the media and also the regional war inside media coverage. which youth in thousands 

Whereas,   the    headline    of    Daily    Excelsior ‘Widespread violence leaves12  dead,  160 including 96 

security men injured’ is more sympathetic towards security forces and frames them as victims not 

perpetrators. Daily Excelsior carried the front-page news of the clashes erupted in the Kashmir with a 

photograph of the security personnel firing a tear gas shell on the protester. It had a sub headline of the 
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mobile internet restrictions and other curfew situation in the valley. The front-page news also carried the 

information for the Amarnath yatra suspension which was mostly missing in the Kashmir based 

newspapers. The yearly Amarnath yatra also suffered a lot in this phase of the unrest after the killing of 

Burhan Wani in 2016.Picture of front page is as shown below: 

 

Another copy of the Greater Kashmir newspaper with the front page news item of the Burhan Wani killing 

post clashes incident with the major headline in red color “Burhan” which showed the sympathy for the 

militant and an agenda against the Indian Government. The  photograph that used by the news item had 

covered the half page space in which youth in thousands of numbers unfurling the other country flag in 

their own motherland. All this color ideology cultivates the hatred against the Indian security forces and 

sympathy among the militants who took the guns against India. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Media narratives, on the other hand, involve the framing and presentation of news and information in a 

particular way that conveys a specific interpretation or perspective. The paper investigates how media 

narratives not only inform but also shape individuals' understanding of events and issues. It examines the 

ways in which language, tone, imagery, and storytelling techniques contribute to the construction of 

narratives that may influence public opinion, policy decisions, and collective memory. 
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