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The English Gitanjali is a collection of one hundred and three poems. A large number of them are 

translations from the Bengali Gitanjali while others have been translated from Kheya, Naivedya beauty and 

rhythm of the original poems has been lost in translating them into English. While it is true that the Bengali 

Gitanjali has superb music and delicate metrical patterns all its own, the English Gitanjali also has a rhythm 

and a melody peculiar to itself. 

 The English Gitanjali evinces Rabindranath’s wonderful command of English. He has evolved a 

style of his own. He has discarded the metrical patterns of English verse. With his innate sense of rhythm 

and his natural talent for the music of words and the beauty of diction, he has written a form of poetic prose 

which can be matched in its beauty and loveliness with that of ‘Leaves of Grass’ by Walt Whitman, the 

American poet. 

The word ‘Gitanjali’ means an offering of songs. There are devotional hymns of a dedicated soul 

whose ultimate aim is the realization of the Divine. This realization is to be achieved neither through 

secluded contemplation nor through world-renunciation but through worship, devotion and dedication and 

the flowers of worship or the songs composed by the poet himself as Dr. Radhakrishnan puts it, “The 

poems of Gitanjali are the offerings of the finite to the infinite” 

Mysticism is the spirit of communion between the individual soul and the eternal soul. When this 

sense of communion is expressed in poetry, we say that there is mysticism in this poetry. The entire 

Gitanjali is pervaded by this feeling of communion between the soul of the poet and the eternal soul whom 

he calls by different names as the friend, the comrade, the lover, the Lord and Master. All the songs in this 

book are offerings of the poet at the feet of God, the Divine Master. These poems reveal the different 

moods and thoughts, desires and feelings, hopes and disappointments of the poet. Sometimes the poet feels 

the pangs of separation and expresses his sense of sorrow and anguish in tunes of plaintive melody. At 

other times he feels the approach of God and describes his feeling in the words “He comes, he comes, he 

ever comes.” The poet feels that God comes to him through rain and shower, through sunshine and spring 

and also through his joys and sorrows. 
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  All the pervading presence of god in the whole world is described by the poet in different poems 

the same stream oflife that flows though his veins also flows through the entire universe and it is one with 

the eternal stream that flows everywhere. There is unity in diversity. The numerous forms are only the 

manifestations of the divine who is also formless. We must remember that Rabindranath Tagore, the 

mystic, is fundamentally different from the other mystic poets who usually ignore this earth and its people 

and look for salvation in the other world. Tagore’s mysticism is combined with realism and humanism. It is 

nota philosophy that asks us to renounce the world and its activities. It is a philosophy based on the 

acceptance of the world as real and this life as earnest and sincere. Tagore goes even further than this. He 

maintains that the Divine cannot be realized by renouncing the world. He has to be realized in this very life 

in the hearts of ordinary men and women of the world. 

 In several poems (Gitanjali, poems No. 10 and 11) he clearly tells us that god resides in the hearts 

of the people and not inside the temple and asks us to leave the changing and counting of beads. There is 

no deliverance in renunciation.  

Deliverance? Where is the deliverance to be found? 

Our master himself has joyfully taken upon Him the  

Bonds of creations; He is bound with us all forever. 

It is believed that “Deliverance” is attained through D6
 

       Devotion 

       Dedication 

       Discipline 

Dispassion 

       Determination 

       Discrimination 

 

  It is felt that the entrusted work and duties of human beings are to be done with whole heated 

Devotion. Secondly, Dedication has its own prominence in one’s life. Dedicating to one’s duty makes 

one’s life to be successful and happier. Thirdly Discipline... nothing will happen even if one is not gifted 

with any talent or skill. If one is disciplined to do any piece of work, the mark of discipline makes one grab 

the attention of one’s master. It makes him paving the path to success. Fourthly Determination also plays 

an important role in achieving and attaining one’s destination. Determination, perseverance and strong will 

power makes one fruitful towards goal. Booker. Washington strongly believes in inculcating this attitude 
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whose determination makes him getting an admission in the most prestigious institution. Lastly one must 

be careful enough to  develope a quality of discrimination for identifying the difference between good and 

bad, kindness and cruelty, justice and injustice. These referred six qualities are to be imbibed to make one 

reach Deliverance in the physical world. 

God resides among the poorest, the lowliest and lost. If we want to realize God, we must be ready 

to worship the lowliest and the humblest. We cannot establish contact with the Divine without giving up 

our pride and vanity. Tagore asks us to come down on the dusty soil and find presence of the Divine among 

the tiller who tills the land and the pathmaker who breaks the stones.  

He is there where the tiller is tilling hard ground 

And where the path maker is breaking stones. He is 

With them in sun and shower, and his garment is 

Covered with dust. Put off thy holy mantle and even 

Like him come down on the dusty soil! 

The charges of escapism and the other-worldliness against the Poet are absolutely wrong and 

baseless. 

It is Tagore’s conviction that god is to be realized not only in the heart of the devotee but also in the 

outside world, for the Divine resides everywhere. 

Come out of the meditations and leave a side thy 

flowers and incense! What harm is there if thy clothes? 

Become tattered and stained? Meet Him and stand by 

Him in toil and in sweat of thy brow. 

  

 

 Tagore has given himself ample freedom in translating the Bengali poems into English. A few lines 

have been abridged and a few details have been dropped out to facilitate better understanding on the part of 

the foreign reader. In paraphrasing the poet was careful to use those words and phrases which are not alien 

to the English speaking people. While subtlety of rhythm and delicacies of color of the original poems are 

inevitably lost in translation, it is admitted that his thoughts and ideas have been faithfully reproduced in 

them. The effect of the omissions, alterations and selections has been opined that the English Gitanjali must 

be considered as a fresh contribution to English poetry. 

 A rich  beautiful imagery is an intrinsic part of Tagore’s prose style in Gitanjali. The images are 

varied and diversified and have been taken from different aspects on Nature and human life. Throughout 

the book we find that the individual soul of the poet wants to establish a communion with the Divine. The 

concept of the Divine is not limited to a single entity. The poet conceives the Divine as a master musician, 

as a friend and companion, and as lord and master of his soul. At other times he regards the Divine as the 

King of all kings at whose command the winds blow, the stream flows and death stalks throughout the 

world. Just as the poet thinks of God in diverse ways, he gives us different images to express the different 
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thoughts and sentiments. The image of the lover and the beloved is also there in many poems. In other 

poems the individual soul is the child and god is the Divine Mother. 

 A combination of simplicity and sublimity is the characteristic of Tagore’s prose style in Gitanjali.  

The extraordinary ease with which noble thoughts, lofty sentiments and beautiful images have been 

combined into a delicate pattern of rhythmic prose reveals a command of English that can easily rank him 

among the greatest English prose writers. Gitanjali is a fine specimen of simple and elegant English prose. 
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