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Abstract: This research narrative explores the introduction of modern education in Jharkhand and its impact 
on the Adiwasi society from 1850 to 2000 AD. It traces the historical journey through colonial encounters, post-
independence developments, and the delicate dance between tradition and modernity. From missionary 
initiatives with colonial undertones to post-independence challenges in achieving inclusive development, the 
narrative highlights the emergence of tribal movements advocating for cultural autonomy. The late 20th century 
witnesses a cultural renaissance as bespoke educational institutions strive to balance academic enrichment 
with cultural preservation. Amid economic shifts, the narrative underscores the ongoing challenge of 
harmonizing tradition with progress. The article is a profound exploration of identity, resilience, and the 
evolving dynamics within Adiwasi communities, encapsulating a rich tapestry of change where education plays 
a pivotal role. 
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I. Introduction 
The introduction of modern education in Jharkhand has been a transformative journey that intersects with the 
rich tapestry of the Adiwasi society, commonly known as tribal or Adivasi communities. This region, 
characterized by its diverse cultural heritage, unique traditions, and an intricate connection with nature, has 
witnessed a complex interplay between traditional wisdom and the advent of modern educational paradigms. 
This exploration delves into the historical roots, the evolution of modern education, and its profound impact on 
the Adiwasi society of Jharkhand, encapsulating a narrative that spans decades of socio-cultural and 
educational transitions. 
 
1.1 Historical Context: Adiwasi Society in Jharkhand 

The roots of the Adiwasi society in Jharkhand are deeply embedded in its ancient history, tracing back to the 
pre-colonial era. The region, historically inhabited by various tribal communities, has maintained a symbiotic 
relationship with the natural landscape, cultivating traditions, and embracing a unique way of life. The societal 
structure of Adiwasi communities has been traditionally egalitarian, with a strong emphasis on community 
bonds, sustainable practices, and a spiritual connection with the land. However, the advent of colonial rule 
marked a pivotal juncture in the history of Jharkhand's Adiwasi society. The imposition of external systems, 
coupled with exploitative practices, disrupted the harmonious balance that these communities had maintained 
for centuries. The colonial era saw the marginalization of tribal communities, the encroachment of their 
ancestral lands, and the erosion of their cultural autonomy. The scars of this historical injustice would shape 
the context in which modern education would later be introduced. 
 
1.2 Colonial Education and Its Impact 

The colonial rulers, in their pursuit of economic exploitation and administrative control, introduced a Western-
centric education system in India. This education system aimed to serve the interests of the colonial 
administration, producing a class of individuals educated in European ideals and methods. However, for the 
Adiwasi communities of Jharkhand, this colonial education often became a tool of cultural alienation and social 
marginalization. The curriculum was designed to disconnect students from their cultural roots, promoting a 
narrative that positioned Western knowledge as superior. This disconnect further exacerbated existing social 
hierarchies, pushing Adiwasi communities to the margins of the evolving society. The adverse impact of 
colonial education on the cultural fabric of these communities created a schism that would reverberate through 
generations. 
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1.3 Post-Independence: Struggles for Inclusivity 
With the dawn of independence, there was an acknowledgment of the need for educational reforms that could 
address the historical injustices perpetuated by colonial rule. The Indian government, recognizing the diverse 
cultural landscape of the country, sought to introduce policies that would promote inclusivity and address the 
unique challenges faced by marginalized communities, including the Adiwasis of Jharkhand. Despite these 
intentions, the translation of policies into effective practices remained a challenge. The educational 
infrastructure in tribal areas lagged behind, and there was a persistent lack of representation of Adiwasi 
perspectives in the curriculum. This period witnessed sporadic efforts to integrate indigenous knowledge into 
the education system, but these attempts were often insufficient in bridging the cultural gap created by years of 
colonial influence. 
 
1.4 Emergence of Tribal Movements: A Catalyst for Change 
The latter half of the 20th century saw the emergence of tribal movements advocating for the rights and 
empowerment of Adiwasi communities. These movements, rooted in a desire for autonomy, cultural 
preservation, and socio-economic justice, sought to address the systemic issues that had impeded the 
progress of these communities. Education became a focal point of these movements, viewed not only as a 
means of economic advancement but also as a tool for preserving cultural identity. The demand for 
educational autonomy led to the establishment of educational institutions that catered specifically to the needs 
of Adiwasi students. These institutions aimed to provide an education that was not only academically enriching 
but also culturally relevant. The curriculum incorporated traditional knowledge systems, local languages, and 
indigenous perspectives, fostering a sense of pride and belonging among students. 
 

1.5 Modern Education: A Double-Edged Sword 
As the 21st century unfolded, the landscape of education in Jharkhand witnessed a significant transformation. 
Modern educational institutions proliferated, bringing opportunities for Adiwasi youth to access formal 
education. However, this influx of modern education came with its set of challenges and complexities. The 
curriculum in mainstream educational institutions often struggled to encapsulate the richness of Adiwasi culture 
and history. Adiwasi students found themselves at the crossroads of balancing their cultural identity with the 
demands of an education system rooted in a different socio-cultural context. The journey towards education 
became a dual process - one of academic learning and the other of negotiating cultural identity. Moreover, the 
economic and social changes brought about by modern education created new dynamics within Adiwasi 
communities. As some individuals gained access to formal education and ventured into non-traditional 
occupations, the traditional socio-economic fabric underwent shifts. This transformation, while offering 
opportunities for economic mobility, also raised questions about the sustainability of traditional practices and 
the preservation of cultural heritage. 
 
1.6 Challenges and Opportunities: A Complex Mosaic 
The impact of modern education on the Adiwasi society in Jharkhand is a complex mosaic of challenges and 
opportunities. Educational initiatives aiming for cultural inclusivity face hurdles in navigating deeply entrenched 
historical narratives and prejudices. The need for a curriculum that respects and integrates indigenous 
knowledge systems while preparing students for a rapidly changing world poses a continuous challenge. 
Economic shifts, though providing avenues for prosperity, also carry the risk of cultural erosion. As some 
Adiwasi individuals move away from traditional occupations, the sustainability of age-old practices becomes a 
pressing concern. Balancing the benefits of economic advancement with the imperative of cultural preservation 
becomes a delicate tightrope walk. In conclusion, the introduction of modern education in Jharkhand has been 
a multifaceted journey for the Adiwasi society. From the shadows of colonial subjugation to the aspirations of 
post-independence inclusivity, and the contemporary challenges of cultural negotiation, this trajectory reflects 
the resilience and adaptability of the Adiwasi communities. As educational paradigms evolve, the path forward 
lies in a nuanced understanding of cultural diversity, a curriculum that reflects indigenous perspectives, and 
policies that empower Adiwasi communities to shape their educational destinies. The narrative of modern 
education in Jharkhand is not merely a chronicle of academic progress; it is a profound exploration of identity, 
heritage, and the quest for a harmonious coexistence between tradition and progress. 
 

II. Research Background 

In recent years, a series of research studies have shed light on the multifaceted challenges faced by various 
communities in Jharkhand, India. The narrative begins with Nayak and Alam's (2022) exploration of the 
repercussions of the Covid-19 pandemic on educational inequalities, particularly its exacerbation of the digital 
divide affecting young tribal girls. The study, based on interviews with tribal students, parents, and teachers, 
uncovers not only issues of accessibility and infrastructure but also cultural and social factors reinforcing the 
digital divide. 
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Kumar and Singh's (2022) research delves into the broader societal context, highlighting the persistent 
challenges faced by the weaker sections, including scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, minorities, women, 
and other backward communities. This study, grounded in applied geography, aims to provide a holistic view of 
the educational status of these marginalized groups in Jharkhand. It underlines the significance of education in 
societal development, drawing from the insights of Rabindranath Tagore. 
 
Sah et al.'s (2023) investigation shifts the focus to the evolving landscape of education technologies. 
Acknowledging the prevalence of developing web technologies in academic settings, the study emphasizes the 
importance of understanding learners' attributes and attitudes. By proposing a research framework that 
integrates emerging online technologies, the study aims to optimize instructional design based on students' 
learning styles and technology preferences. 
 
Tiwari's (2022) exploration takes a critical look at the persisting issue of gender discrimination in Indian society, 
particularly the prevalence of female foeticide. The study identifies technology misuse and lack of education as 
root causes, shedding light on the grim realities faced by women, especially in Jharkhand, where the practice 
of female foeticide persists in both rural and urban areas. 
 
Athreya and Goddeeris's (2023) historical analysis provides insights into the relationship between newly 
independent India and mission schools, focusing on the Society of Jesus in Chotanagpur (now Jharkhand). 
The study uncovers tensions in the late 1940s and early 1950s, gradually subsiding as policymakers 
recognized the efficiency of mission schools in education and their role in suppressing the spread of 
communism. 
 
Singh's (2020) examination of gender inequality emphasizes the intersectionality of discrimination faced by 
women in India. With a focus on Jharkhand's tribal population, the study highlights the challenges faced by 
tribal girls engaged in agriculture and domestic chores, contributing to their exclusion from schools. 
 
Plesons et al.'s (2020) article shifts gears to address the challenges faced in implementing sexuality education 
in Jharkhand. Analyzing the Udaan program, the study aims to understand the strategies used to create a 
supportive environment and respond to resistance, providing valuable insights for future initiatives. 
 
Zabi's (2020) study underscores the crucial role of communication in student learning and empowerment. 
Conducted in rural Jharkhand, the research suggests models of development support communication to 
enhance students' capabilities, emphasizing a synergistic communication intervention for behavior change. 
 
Mahto and Minz's (2020) examination of the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 provides a fresh perspective 
amidst the challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic. The study outlines the salient features, issues, and 
challenges of NEP 2020, analyzing its impact on the prevailing education system. 
 
Jha and Biswas's (2020) paper advocates for vocational education as a means to harness the demographic 
dividend and ensure a skilled workforce. The study addresses challenges in the effective implementation of 
vocational programs, offering suggestions for improvement. 
 
Patra et al.'s (2021) research delves into the educational scenario of tribal peoples in West Bengal, particularly 
in Purulia district. Highlighting the reasons behind educational backwardness, the study suggests positive 
remedies for the educational development of tribal communities, emphasizing the need for continued 
government efforts. 
 
Kumar's (2022) historical and anthropological study examines changes in society and culture among the tribal 
peoples of Jharkhand. The research traces the impact of external influences, including exploitation and 
acculturation, on traditional tribal economic resources, leading to changes in Tribal society and culture. 
 
Gautam and Singh's (2022) exploration of social stratification in Indian society focuses on the unique position 
of Jharkhand, with its abundant tribal population. The study examines the spatial distribution and demographic 
composition of scheduled tribes in the state, shedding light on the persisting gap in the Human Development 
Index. 
 
Kujur et al.'s (2020) cross-sectional study assesses differentials of cognitive development and nutrition among 
school children in tribal areas of Jharkhand. The research emphasizes the dismal nutritional and cognitive 
status of children, particularly those from tribal backgrounds, highlighting the urgent need for government 
intervention. 
 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2023 JETIR December 2023, Volume 10, Issue 12                                                        www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)  

JETIR2312369 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org d661 
 

Collectively, these research studies provide a comprehensive and chronological narrative of the evolving 
educational landscape, societal challenges, and interventions in Jharkhand, India. From the immediate impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic to historical analyses of societal changes, each study contributes to a nuanced 
understanding of the complex issues faced by diverse communities in the region. 
 

III. Systematic Review 
 

Author 
Name 

Year Article Name Research 
Area 

Finding 

Nayak, K. 
V., & 
Alam, S. 

2022 The digital 
divide, gender 
and education: 
challenges for 
tribal youth in 
rural Jharkhand 
during Covid-19 

Educational 
Inequalities, 
Digital Divide, 
Tribal 
Education 

Cultural and social factors, 
beyond accessibility and 
infrastructure, reinforced the 
digital divide for tribal girls. 
Policy recommendations 
were provided to counteract 
the worsening divide and 
educational inequalities 
among socially deprived 
groups. 

Kumar, R., 
& Singh, 
A. K. 

2022 A Geographical 
Study of 
Education and 
Empowerment of 
Weaker Section 
in Latehar 
District, 
Jharkhand 

Empowerment, 
Weaker 
Section, 
Geographical 
Study 

Challenges in empowering 
weaker sections in 
Jharkhand were highlighted 
despite the state's 
development initiatives. The 
study emphasized the role 
of education in societal 
progress. 

Sah et al. 2023 Emerging Web 
technology in 
Higher Education 
in Jharkhand, 
ICT preferences, 
opportunities and 
challenges: A 
Case Stud 

Online 
Education, 
Learning 
Styles, 
Technology 
Preferences 

The study presented a 
framework integrating 
emerging web technologies 
into higher education, 
considering students' 
learning styles. Survey 
findings supported the 
correlation between learning 
styles, technology choices, 
and academic achievement. 

Tiwari 2022 Impact of 
education in 
gender 
discrimination 
with reference to 
female foeticide 
in Jharkhand 

Gender 
Discrimination, 
Female 
Foeticide, 
Education 

Lack of education was 
identified as a major cause 
of gender discrimination, 
leading to the illegal 
abortion of female foetuses 
in Jharkhand. The paper 
highlighted the societal 
challenges and the role of 
education in addressing 
gender inequalities. 

Athreya, 
A., & 
Goddeeris, 
I. 

2023 Indian Authorities 
and Mission 
Schools in the 
Aftermath of 
Independence: 
Jesuit Education 
in Chotanagpur, 
Bihar/Jharkhand, 
1947–1960 

Mission 
Schools, 
Independence, 
Jesuit 
Education 

Tensions in the relationship 
between Indian authorities 
and mission schools, 
particularly the Society of 
Jesus in Chotanagpur, were 
explored. The study 
highlighted the evolving 
dynamics and policymakers' 
recognition of the benefits 
of mission schools. 

Singh 2020 The Status of 
Girls' Education 
in Jharkhand 

Girls' 
Education, 
Jharkhand 

The paper addressed the 
gender gap in literacy and 
education in Jharkhand, 
particularly focusing on the 
challenges faced by tribal 
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girls. It emphasized the 
need for research to 
improve the status of girls' 
primary education in the 
region. 

Plesons et 
al. 

2020 Building an 
enabling 
environment and 
responding to 
resistance to 
sexuality 
education 
programmes: 
experience from 
Jharkhand, India 

Sexuality 
Education, 
Udaan 
Program, 
Jharkhand 

The study analyzed the 
experience of the Udaan 
program in Jharkhand, 
addressing strategies to 
create a supportive 
environment and respond to 
resistance in implementing 
sexuality education 
programs. 

Zabi 2020 Communication 
Strategies for the 
Promotion of 
Education: A 
Study in Ranchi 
District of 
Jharkhand 

Communication 
Strategies, 
Education 
Promotion, 
Rural 
Jharkhand 

The study suggested 
models of development 
support communication to 
improve students' 
capabilities through 
effective communication 
approaches in rural 
Jharkhand. 

Mahto, N. 
N., & Minz, 
A. S. 

2020 The New 
Education Policy 
2020 Issues and 
Challenges in the 
State of 
Jharkhand 

New Education 
Policy, NEP 
2020, 
Jharkhand 

The paper outlined the 
salient features, issues, and 
challenges of the New 
Education Policy 2020 and 
analyzed its impact on the 
prevailing education system 
in Jharkhand. 

Jha, P., & 
Biswas, P. 

2020 Significance of 
Vocational 
Education at 
Secondary Level 
of Education in 
Jharkhand 

Vocational 
Education, 
Secondary 
Education, 
Jharkhand 

The paper discussed the 
need for vocational 
education in utilizing the 
demographic dividend in 
India, addressing 
challenges in 
implementation and 
suggesting improvements in 
the then-present situation of 
vocational education and 
training. 

Patra et al. 2021 A Comparative 
Study of Tribal 
Education 
Development in 
India: With 
Special 
References to 
Purulia District, 
West Bengal 

Tribal 
Education, 
West Bengal, 
Purulia District 

The paper analyzed the 
educational scenario of 
tribal peoples in West 
Bengal, with a focus on 
Purulia district. It highlighted 
the reasons behind 
educational backwardness 
and suggested positive 
remedies for the 
educational development of 
tribal people. 

Kumar, R. 2022 Society and 
Culture Change 
in the Tribal 
Peoples of 
Jharkhand, India 

Tribal Society, 
Culture 
Change, 
Jharkhand 

The study examined 
changes in society and 
culture among tribal peoples 
in Jharkhand, focusing on 
historical and 
anthropological 
approaches. It discussed 
the impact of outsiders and 
the process of acculturation 
on Tribal society and 
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culture. 

Gautam, 
N., & 
Singh, A. 
A 

2022 Situational 
Analysis of 
Scheduled 
Tribes of 
Jharkhand in 
Relation to Their 
Spatial 
Distribution, 
Demographic 
Composition and 
Educational 
Status 

Scheduled 
Tribes, 
Jharkhand, 
Educational 
Status 

The paper explored the 
spatial distribution and 
demographic composition of 
scheduled tribes in 
Jharkhand, focusing on their 
educational status. It 
highlighted the persistent 
gap between tribes and 
non-tribes on various 
parameters of the Human 
Development Index. 

Kujur et al. 2020 Socio-
Demographic 
differentials of 
cognitive 
development and 
nutrition among 
school children: 
evidence from 
the tribal areas of 
Jharkhand, India 

Cognitive 
Development, 
Nutrition, Tribal 
Areas of 
Jharkhand 

Despite government 
nutrition programs, the 
nutritional and haemoglobin 
status of children in tribal 
areas depicted a dismal 
picture. The study 
emphasized the imperative 
need for government 
intervention to improve 
cognitive development and 
nutritional status. 

 
IV. A transformative era of Education: history of Jharkhand 

 

The period from 1850 to 2000 AD marks a transformative era in the history of Jharkhand, particularly 
concerning the introduction and evolution of modern education within the Adiwasi society. This timeline 
encapsulates colonial encounters, struggles for independence, and the subsequent nation-building process, 
shaping the educational landscape for the tribal communities in Jharkhand.  
 
4.1 Colonial Intrusion and Early Challenges (1850-1947) 
The mid-19th century witnessed the intrusion of the British colonial powers into the Indian subcontinent. As the 
British East India Company expanded its territories, Jharkhand, with its rich mineral resources and diverse 
tribal communities, became a focal point of colonial interest. The establishment of British rule marked the 
beginning of a complex relationship between the Adiwasi society and the colonial education system. Colonial 
education, designed to serve the needs of the imperial administration, was introduced with the intention of 
creating a class of individuals educated in Western ideals. However, for the Adiwasi communities, this marked 
the beginning of a process of cultural alienation and marginalization. The curriculum often disregarded 
indigenous knowledge systems, and educational institutions became tools for propagating a Eurocentric 
worldview, contributing to the erosion of traditional practices and social structures. The early 20th century saw 
sporadic efforts by missionaries to establish schools in tribal areas.  
 
4.2 Post-Independence Struggles and Policy Shifts (1947-1980) 
The period post-independence was characterized by efforts to redress historical injustices and foster inclusive 
development. The Indian government recognized the need for educational reforms that could address the 
unique challenges faced by marginalized communities, including the Adiwasis of Jharkhand. The 1950s and 
1960s witnessed the establishment of schools and colleges in tribal areas, attempting to bring education to the 
doorsteps of Adiwasi communities. However, the translation of policies into effective practices faced 
challenges. The educational infrastructure in tribal regions remained underdeveloped, and there was a 
persistent lack of representation of Adiwasi perspectives in the curriculum. The 1970s saw the emergence of 
tribal movements advocating for the rights and empowerment of Adiwasi communities. These movements, 
grounded in the desire for autonomy and socio-economic justice, emphasized education as a tool for cultural 
preservation and identity affirmation.  
 
4.3 Towards Autonomy and Cultural Reclamation (1980-2000) 
The latter part of the 20th century witnessed a gradual shift towards autonomy and cultural reclamation within 
Adiwasi communities. Educational institutions that catered specifically to the needs of Adiwasi students began 
to emerge. These institutions aimed to provide education that was not only academically enriching but also 
culturally relevant. The curriculum in these institutions incorporated traditional knowledge systems, local 
languages, and indigenous perspectives. This marked a departure from the earlier colonial and post-
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independence models, as a sense of pride and belonging was fostered among students. Efforts were made to 
ensure that education became a tool for preserving cultural identity rather than eroding it. However, challenges 
persisted. Economic and social changes brought about by modern education created new dynamics within 
Adiwasi communities.  
 

V. Conclusion 
The journey of modern education in Jharkhand from 1850 to 2000 AD has been a transformative odyssey, 
significantly impacting the Adiwasi society. As the region transitioned through historical periods marked by 
colonization, independence, and state formation, the introduction of modern education played a pivotal role in 
reshaping the socio-cultural and educational landscape. The early influences of missionary schools and 
colonial policies laid the foundation for formal education in Jharkhand. However, the imposition of foreign 
educational models led to tensions and debates, as seen in the relationship between authorities and mission 
schools. This era saw struggles for control over education, reflecting broader societal changes. The latter half 
of the 20th century witnessed a surge in efforts to address educational inequalities and empower marginalized 
communities, especially the Adiwasi population. Research studies highlighted the intersectionality of 
challenges, including the impact of the digital divide, gender discrimination, and socio-economic disparities, 
particularly exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. The dynamics of cultural autonomy were explored in the 
context of the Adiwasi society's traditional way of life and their response to external influences. The paper 
emphasized the need to rethink the digital learning ecosystem, redefine educational policies, and bridge gaps 
to counteract the worsening digital divide and inequalities. From the historical struggles of the Adiwasi people 
against intrusion and acculturation to contemporary challenges in education, the cumulative impact of modern 
education in Jharkhand reflects a complex narrative. The initiatives like Udaan program, NEP 2020, and 
studies on cognitive development underscored efforts to enhance educational outcomes. The introduction of 
modern education in Jharkhand has been a dynamic process, intertwined with historical, cultural, and socio-
economic dimensions. The Adiwasi society, though resilient, faced challenges that demanded comprehensive 
strategies and inclusive policies. The journey towards educational equity and cultural preservation is ongoing, 
emphasizing the importance of adaptive approaches and collaboration for a more inclusive and empowered 
future. 
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