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Abstract: The development of the Right to Information (RTI) and human rights in India has been significantly 

influenced by Public Interest Litigation (PIL). This abstract delves into the evolution of Public Interest Litigation 

(PIL) and its significant role in promoting accountability, transparency, and the safeguarding of fundamental rights. 

PILs have been instrumental in historic cases addressing everything from environmental conservation to custodial 

torture, stemming from a progressive interpretation of the right to petition the courts in the public interest. It has also 

played a significant role in establishing precedents that protect human rights. In order to further the interconnected 

causes of the Right to Information and human rights, PILs' ongoing engagement with new issues, such as digital 

rights and healthcare access, highlights its dynamic role in fostering a more transparent, accountable, and rights-

conscious society. 

Index Terms: Public Interest Litigation, Human Rights, Right to Information, Development. 

1. Introduction  

The development of the Right to Information (RTI) and human rights in India has been significantly 

influenced by Public Interest Litigation (PIL). PIL, which was first designed as a means of increasing access 

to justice, has developed into a powerful instrument for promoting openness and protecting fundamental 

rights. PIL has made a significant contribution to noteworthy cases that have established legal precedents in 

areas like environmental protection, gender justice, and government accountability by enabling individuals, 

activists, and non-governmental organisations to seek legal redress on behalf of those who are marginalised 

or unable to approach the courts directly. PIL’s continuing influence highlights how crucial it is to creating a 

legal and social structure that supports the values of RTI and human rights, thereby bringing about 

constructive change in the Indian legal system.  
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1.1 Definition of Public Interest Litigation: A legal procedure known as Public Interest litigation (PIL) 

enables people or organisations to ask the courts to take up matters of public interest or concern. PILs give 

citizens the ability to file lawsuits on behalf of the general public or a disadvantaged group in society, in 

contrast to traditional litigation, which is initiated by the parties directly involved in the dispute and brought 

before the court. PIL seeks to advance social justice, protect fundamental rights, and guarantee 

accountability and openness in the executive branch. This legal tool is especially important in situations 

where people or communities might have trouble getting access to the courts to deal with more general 

societal problems. 

1.2 Significance of Public Interest Litigation in India: Public Interest Litigation (PIL) holds significant 

importance in India. PIL enables people or groups to access the legal system and pursue justice on behalf of 

the public interest. These people or groups are frequently from marginalised or underprivileged sections of 

society. For people who might not otherwise have the resources to access the courts, it makes legal 

representation easier. PIL is an effective instrument for advancing social justice because it tackles problems 

that have a significant impact on broad swaths of the populace. This gives the courts the ability to get 

involved in issues pertaining to public health, human rights, the environment, and other social concerns. 

Holding public officials responsible for their actions is a critical function of PIL. PIL enhances governance 

transparency by providing citizens with the opportunity to contest decisions or actions taken by the 

government that might be capricious, biased, or against the public interest. 

In India, PIL has been helpful in protecting the environment. Environmental preservation has been aided by 

the filing of landmark cases addressing problems like pollution, deforestation, and the protection of natural 

resources. PIL serves as a defence for the basic liberties guaranteed by the Indian Constitution. As a check 

on government actions, it enables citizens to contest laws, policies, or practices that might violate these 

rights. 

In India, PIL has contributed to the development of a judicial activism culture in which the judiciary 

actively takes up cases involving the public interest. Thus, progressive jurisprudence has developed in fields 

like consumer protection, human rights law, and environmental law. PIL has influenced the creation of new 

laws and policies, which has acted as a catalyst for legal reforms. Legislatives have changed to better 

address new societal issues as a result of landmark rulings in Public Interest Litigation. PIL gives concerned 

citizens and civil society organisations the ability to actively influence the course of the legal system. It 

offers a forum for group advocacy and action on issues facing the general public. 

1.3 Development of PIL in India: The Indian legal system’s development and the pursuit of justice are the 

origins of the idea of Public Interest Litigation (PIL). The goal of the early years following India’s 1947 

independence was to strengthen the legal framework. However, as our understanding of “locus standi”, or 

the right to file a lawsuit, grew, the legal landscape started to shift in the 1950s and 1960s. Traditionally, the 

only people who could file a petition were those who were directly impacted by the case. 
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Justice P.N. Bhagwati's efforts gave the PIL movement a lot of momentum. He was instrumental in 

developing the idea of “public interest litigation” in the 1970s, which greatly broadened the definition of 

locus standi. His belief that, any law-abiding citizen may petition the court on behalf of someone who was 

unable to do it for themselves. 

Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar is marked a turning point in the development of PIL. The Supreme 

Court, presided over by P.N. Bhagwati, J., began proceedings to defend the rights of prisoners who were not 

yet on trial after taking suo motto cognizance of the cruel conditions that exist in prisons. The court’s ability 

to get involved in issues of public interest was established by this case. 

The judiciary proceeded to broaden the purview of PIL, motivated by the ideals of justice and equity. It 

made it possible for people or organisations to petition the courts on behalf of the oppressed, the 

marginalised, or those who are unable to pursue legal action. PIL evolved into a tool for social justice and 

raising public awareness of important issues. The PIL mechanism was important to environmental activism 

in the 1980s. Through Public Interest Litigation (PIL), cases pertaining to pollution, conservation, and 

natural resource protection were brought before the courts. This resulted in significant rulings that 

influenced environmental jurisprudence in India. 

In Public Interest Foundation v. Union of India the significance of Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in 

maintaining public interest and guaranteeing accountability was reiterated by the Supreme Court. The PIL is 

a vital instrument for upholding justice and the rule of law, the court emphasised. 

The Public Interest Litigation (PIL) mechanism has grown in significance within the Indian legal system, 

enabling the judiciary to tackle matters of public interest and guarantee justice for individuals who might not 

have a direct legal basis in conventional litigation. Respect for justice, equity, and the defence of India's 

fundamental rights is evident in the development of PIL. 

2. Right to Information 

The Right to Information (RTI) is a fundamental right that empowers citizens to seek information from 

public authorities. In India, the RTI Act, enacted in 2005, facilitates transparency and accountability in 

governance.  

Promoting accountability and openness in the operations of government agencies is the main goal of the 

right to information. It makes information about decisions, actions, and policies made by the government 

accessible to the public. Under the RTI Act, any Indian citizen may ask public authorities, such as 

departments, ministries, and agencies, for information. Individuals, non-governmental organisations, and 

others are all entitled to this privilege. 

Public authorities hold a vast variety of information, which is covered by the RTI Act. This includes 

records, documents, memos, emails, opinions, advice, press releases, and more. Sensitive information is 

protected, though, by specific exemptions. The appropriate public authority may receive RTI applications 
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from citizens either electronically or in writing. Within a predetermined window of time, typically 30 days, 

the authority must reply with the information requested or provide justification for a denial. 

Exemptions: While the RTI Act promotes transparency, it includes exemptions to protect certain types of 

information, such as national security, privacy, and commercially sensitive information. However, these 

exemptions are subject to strict interpretation. 

Independent Information Commissions are established at the federal and state levels by the RTI Act. These 

commissions guarantee the efficient enforcement of the Act by hearing appeals and complaints pertaining to 

its implementation. Penalties may be imposed on public authorities for withholding information or failing to 

provide information for a reasonable cause. For noncompliance, the RTI Act imposes fines and disciplinary 

measures. 

The Right to Information empowers citizens by enabling them to participate more actively in the democratic 

process. In the process of fostering an atmosphere of transparency and accountability, it improves public 

scrutiny of government operations. Corrupt practices and poor administration are discouraged by the RTI 

Act’s provision of information access. It enables people to hold public servants accountable and reveal 

misconduct. By allowing citizens to make educated decisions and actively participate in the operations of 

public authorities, the Right to Information in India demonstrates a commitment to democratic governance 

and transparency.  

2.1 Inception and Development of RTI Act in India: The Right to Information (RTI) Act in India has its 

inception and development rooted in the growing demand for transparency, accountability, and participatory 

governance.  

Transparency and the right to information became more and more demanded between the 1970s and 1990s. 

The media, activists, and civil society groups pushed for increased access to public records by the 

government in order to prevent corruption and guarantee integrity. One of the most important grassroots 

organisations in the RTI movement was Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS). The group started 

Rajasthan’s “Right to Information” campaign in the early 1990s, calling for access to public records. Aruna 

Roy and other social activists led the campaign. The Rajasthan Right to Information Act was passed in 2000 

in reaction to the MKSS campaign, making Rajasthan the first state in India to pass a law guaranteeing the 

right to information. The ensuing federal law was modelled after this state-level legislation. In a report it 

submitted to the government in 2001, the Press Council of India advocated for the passage of a 

comprehensive information rights law. The momentum for a national law was aided by this report. A 

national RTI law was widely supported between 2002 and 2004. At the federal level, a number of 

organisations and activists pushed for the passage of strong legislation. The RTI Act’s shape was greatly 

influenced by the National Advisory Council, which was presided over by Sonia Gandhi. It suggested 

changes to the proposed legislation in order to improve its efficacy and inclusivity. On June 15, 2005, the 

Indian President signed the Right to Information Act, 2005, which had been passed by the Parliament. On 
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October 12, 2005, the Act became operative. Public access to government information is provided by it, 

which is applicable to all of India’s states and union territories. 

Public Information Officers (PIOs) are required to be appointed in government offices to handle RTI 

requests under the RTI Act. It specifies how citizens can request information and how long it will take to 

respond to their requests. To safeguard sensitive information, including that related to national security and 

personal privacy, the Act establishes a number of exemptions. 

A significant moment in India’s democratic governance is the RTI Act, which gives people the right to 

request information and promotes accountability and openness in government operations. Since it was 

passed, the RTI Act has played a significant role in increasing public participation in government, exposing 

maladministration, and exposing corruption. 

2.2. Role of PIL in Advocating for Transparency and the Right to Information: Public Interest 

Litigation (PIL) has played a crucial role in advocating for transparency and the enactment and 

implementation of the Right to Information (RTI) Act in India.  

PIL has played a significant role in promoting the necessity of passing comprehensive RTI legislation. The 

judiciary has recognised the value of openness in government and the right of citizens to information as 

essential components of democracy through PIL cases. Important PIL cases have established legal 

precedents that support the right to transparency and information as essential components of good 

governance. These rulings have been cited to support the RTI Act and have influenced later legal 

developments. 

PILs have been filed to address issues and inadequacies with the RTI Act’s implementation. This covers 

problems with information provision delays, capricious denials, and public authorities' noncompliance. PILs 

function as a tool to draw attention to and address these problems. PILs frequently support causes pertaining 

to accountability and transparency in the public sphere. To help create a more open and accountable 

government, PILs have been filed, for example, to reveal information about environmental policies, 

government contracts, and other issues of public interest. 

The judiciary has shown judicial activism in cases pertaining to the RTI Act through PILs. Transparency 

and accountability are upheld because courts have taken suo motto cognizance of matters affecting the 

public interest. The RTI Act’s exemptions have been interpreted and balanced in part thanks to PILs. The 

scope of exemptions has been elucidated by courts, guaranteeing that legitimate concerns, like national 

security, are protected while preventing undue restrictions on the right to information. 

PILs have been used in an attempt to broaden the range of information that the RTI Act permits access to. 

This involves promoting the release of data about public spending, decision-making procedures, and 

policies of the government. PILs have had a significant influence on the cause of environmental 

transparency. Information about industrial operations, pollution levels, and environmental impact 
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assessments has been made public as a result of cases pertaining to environmental conservation and 

protection. 

3. Public Interest Litigation and Human Rights in India: Important human rights issues have been 

addressed in a number of historic Public Interest Litigation (PIL) cases in India, which have established 

precedents and helped to safeguard fundamental rights.  Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India1 case is pivotal in 

expanding the interpretation of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution, which guarantees the right to life and 

personal liberty. The Supreme Court held that the legal process had to be fair and reasonable, highlighting 

the fact that a person's right to life extends beyond their physical existence. Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan2 

dealt with sexual harassment in the workplace and resulted in the formulation of guidelines, known as the 

Vishaka Guidelines, to address and prevent sexual harassment at workplaces. This case laid the foundation 

for legal protection against sexual harassment in India. In People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) v. 

Union of India, challenged the use of inhuman methods of interrogation and custodial violence. The 

Supreme Court issued guidelines to prevent custodial torture, emphasizing the right to dignity and 

protection against cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment. In Francis Coralie Mullin v. Administrator, 

Union Territory of Delhi, the court held that the right to human dignity is a part of Article 21’s right to life. 

The protection of one’s own liberty and dignity was stressed in the ruling as a fundamental aspect of the 

right to life.  

In Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India, bonded labour was the main topic of the PIL. The intervention 

of the Supreme Court showed the court's dedication to upholding human rights as it resulted in the release of 

bonded labourers and the establishment of guidelines for their rehabilitation and compensation. Sheela 

Barse v. Union of India, examined the appalling conditions in women's and children's protective homes. The 

court reaffirmed the state’s obligation to safeguard vulnerable populations by issuing orders to enhance 

living conditions in these homes and protect the rights and dignity of prisoners. Nilabati Behera v. State of 

Orissa highlighted the state's obligation to provide compensation to victims or their families in cases of 

custodial death and addressed violence in custody. The court acknowledged that under Article 21, the right 

to compensation is a component of the right to life. Aruna Shanbaug v. Union of India discussed the right to 

a dignified death and the euthanasia controversy. Although the court upheld the right to life with dignity, it 

established guidelines for the passive withdrawal of life support in specific situations, prohibiting active 

euthanasia.  

3.1 Public Interest Litigation safeguarding Human Rights: Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has been 

instrumental in protecting human rights in India by giving people and organisations a forum to pursue legal 

action on behalf of people who might not have the resources or capacity to go directly to court. 

PIL makes it easier for people to access justice by allowing activists, individuals, and non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs) to petition the courts on behalf of underprivileged or vulnerable communities whose 

rights might be in jeopardy. PIL has proven especially successful in addressing problems pertaining to the 

rights of marginalised and vulnerable populations, such as the elderly, women, children, and the poor. In 

order to safeguard these groups' rights and guarantee they have competent legal representation, cases have 
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been filed. It has been instrumental in protecting the environment by establishing a connection between 

human rights and ecological well-being. In order to defend the right to a healthy environment, activists and 

environmental organisations have utilised PIL to address problems like deforestation, air and water 

pollution, and the protection of natural resources. 

PILs have been essential in addressing police brutality and torture in custody. Through PILs, the judiciary 

has established rules to safeguard people's rights to life and dignity and to stop law enforcement from 

abusing their authority. The advancement of the right to education has benefited greatly from it. The right to 

education for all has been advanced through the filing of cases to address problems including inadequate 

funding, discrimination, and a lack of infrastructure in schools. 

PILs have been filed to protest the deplorable conditions in prisons and to support inmates' rights. PILs have 

allowed the judiciary to issue directives for prison reforms that prioritise protecting prisoners' fundamental 

human rights. It has been applied to oppose discriminatory laws and procedures. PIL has been used to bring 

cases pertaining to discrimination based on religion, gender, and caste to court, which has resulted in legal 

interventions for the protection of human rights. 

PIL has been used to address problems pertaining to the right to health, such as insufficient medical 

facilities, restricted access to necessary medications, and the right to a hygienic and safe environment. 

Examples like these advance our knowledge of health as an essential human right. PIL is a tool for keeping 

an eye on the policies and actions of the government. It guarantees that the government abides by human 

rights principles in its actions by enabling citizens to contest arbitrary or unconstitutional decisions. 

3.2. Challenges Faced by PIL in the Context of RTI and Human Rights: While Public Interest 

Litigation (PIL) has been instrumental in advancing transparency, Right to Information (RTI), and human 

rights in India, it faces several challenges that impact its effectiveness.  

 Public interest litigation (PIL) frequently entails intricate legal processes, and parties bringing PILs 

may find it challenging to navigate the legal system, particularly if they lack legal experience. PIL's 

potential plaintiff pool may be reduced by procedural challenges. 

 PIL cases may require a lot of resources. Financial limitations may make it more difficult for certain 

people or groups to file PILs, retain attorneys, or fight protracted legal battles. This may make it 

more difficult for people using PILs to seek remedies to obtain justice. 

 The pending of cases in the Indian court system causes delays in PIL case resolution. Postponements 

can lessen the effectiveness of Public Interest Litigation (PIL), particularly when prompt action is 

necessary to address human rights abuses or maintain openness. 

 PIL has broadened the conventional definition of locus standi, or the right to file a lawsuit in court, 

but questions about who has standing to do so may still come up. Justices need to find a middle 

ground between permitting more access and suppressing politically motivated or pointless lawsuits. 
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 Sometimes PILs are filed for political or malicious reasons, taking the court’s focus away from 

legitimate matters of public interest. This misuse may damage PIL's credibility and give it a bad 

reputation. 

 It can be difficult to carry out court orders effectively, even in PIL cases where favourable rulings 

are obtained. PILs practical impact may be hampered by government agencies or other entities' 

resistance to or delay in complying with court orders. 

 Regarding RTI cases, privacy and exemption issues might come up. It may be difficult to strike a 

balance between the right to access information and the need to protect private or sensitive data, 

which sparks discussions about the parameters of exemptions. 

 Different benches and time periods can result in different ways for the judiciary to interpret and 

handle PILs. The courts' willingness to hear PIL cases and the standards they use may change as a 

result of shifts in the judicial dynamics. 

 The success of PIL often depends on public awareness and participation. In cases where the public is 

not adequately informed or engaged, the impact of PIL in advocating for RTI and human rights may 

be limited. 

3.3.3 Limitations: Improvement in Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in the Context of RTI and Human Rights 

in India: 

 One potential obstacle is the intricate legal processes involved in PILs. The efficacy of Public 

Interest Litigation (PIL) may be improved by putting policies in place to streamline processes, offer 

litigants legal support, and make court access easier. 

 To address the lack of resources, bolstering legal aid programmes and establishing systems for pro 

bono legal representation can make it possible for people and organisations to actively participate in 

PIL cases even in the case of limited resources. 

 PIL’s effectiveness is weakened by court system delays. Justice can be served more quickly by 

putting in place procedures to expedite PIL cases, such as fast-track procedures or special benches 

for PIL cases. 

 To address the potential misuse of PIL for frivolous or politically motivated litigations, 

implementing stricter screening mechanisms can help ensure that only cases of genuine public 

interest are entertained, without stifling legitimate concerns. 

 It is essential to fortify the systems for the efficient execution of judicial orders. The execution of 

PIL rulings can be enhanced by ongoing oversight, sanctions for non-compliance, and cooperation 

between the executive and judicial departments. 

 Raising public knowledge of PIL, its procedures, and its possible effects may inspire more engaged 

engagement. Campaigns for public awareness can help people understand the legal system and give 

communities and individuals the tools they need to use PILs wisely. 
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 By offering judges, solicitors, and other stakeholders in PIL cases training and capacity-building 

programmes, they can improve their knowledge of RTI, human rights concerns, and the changing 

legal environment, enabling them to make better decisions. 

 It is important to make sure that laws pertaining to human rights and RTI are consistently interpreted 

and applied. Varying judicial decisions can be reduced with the aid of well-defined legal precedents 

and guidelines. 

 RTI can be used more effectively as a tool in PIL if its problems—such as expediting the request 

filing process, guaranteeing prompt responses, and reducing exemptions—are addressed. 

 More stakeholders may get involved in the promotion of transparency and human rights if PILs are 

acknowledged and rewarded with prizes, legal assistance, or other forms of assistance. 

3.4 Impact of Public Interest Litigation on the Right to Information and Human Rights: 

The impact of Public Interest Litigation (PIL) on the Right to Information (RTI) and human rights in India is 

highlighted in People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) v. Union of India.3 The People’s Union for Civil 

Liberties (PUCL) brought this PIL in response to a sad event in which many people in the Odisha district of 

Kalahandi district perished from starvation. The case exposed the horrible living conditions, food insecurity, 

and structural problems that lead to the violation of people’s rights to life and dignity.  

Public distribution systems (PDS) and welfare programmes are two areas where the PIL stressed the value 

of openness in government initiatives. The argument put forth was that citizens' entitlements to access 

information about these programmes were crucial. The PIL emphasised the government’s responsibility to 

make sure that those in need receive assistance programmes. It maintained that human rights, especially the 

right to life, were violated as a direct result of these programmes' poor management and lack of proper 

information. 

The court, recognizing the gravity of the situation and the systemic failures, intervened by directing the 

government to take immediate measures to address the starvation deaths and to implement reforms in the 

PDS. The court also emphasized the need for transparency in the functioning of welfare programs. The 

PUCL case set a precedent by linking the right to information with the protection of human rights. It 

emphasized that transparency and accountability in government actions are integral to ensuring the right to 

life and dignity. 

The judicial intervention in this PIL prompted the government to reassess and reform its welfare programs, 

particularly those related to food distribution. The case contributed to a broader understanding of the 

interplay between government transparency, the right to information, and the protection of human rights. 

The PUCL case generated significant public awareness about the importance of the RTI Act in holding the 

government accountable for its actions. It also encouraged advocacy efforts to strengthen transparency 

mechanisms in various government programs. 
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3.5 Outcomes and implications: The outcomes and implications related to the impact of PIL on RTI and 

human rights in India are multifaceted.  

1. Judicial Pronouncements and Guidelines: Courts often deliver judgments that interpret and clarify the 

legal landscape concerning the right to information and human rights. These judgments set legal precedents, 

providing guidance for future cases and shaping the legal framework related to RTI and human rights. 

2. Policy Reforms and Legislative Changes: PIL cases can lead to policy reforms and changes in legislation 

to address the systemic issues identified during the litigation. Legislative changes and policy reforms 

contribute to improving transparency, accountability, and the protection of human rights. 

3. Government Accountability: PIL cases highlight instances of government negligence, misconduct, or 

violations of human rights. This brings government actions under public scrutiny, fostering a culture of 

accountability and encouraging authorities to adhere to legal and constitutional principles. 

4. Citizen Empowerment: PILs empower citizens by enabling them to participate in legal processes and 

advocate for their rights. Increased citizen involvement fosters a sense of ownership over democratic 

processes and encourages active engagement in matters related to RTI and human rights. 

5. Increased Awareness: PIL cases often attract media attention and public awareness to the issues at hand. 

Heightened awareness contributes to informed public discourse, encourages civic engagement, and builds 

momentum for advocacy around transparency and human rights. 

6. Institutional Reforms: PILs may lead to reforms within government institutions, particularly those 

responsible for implementing welfare programs or managing public resources. Institutional reforms aim to 

address systemic deficiencies, ensuring better adherence to legal norms and human rights standards. 

7. Prevention of Human Rights Violations: PILs can prevent and remedy human rights violations by 

addressing root causes and systemic issues. The prevention of violations contributes to the protection and 

promotion of human rights, creating a deterrent effect against future transgressions. 

8. Enhanced Jurisprudence: PIL cases contribute to the development of jurisprudence related to RTI and 

human rights. Evolving legal principles enhance the judiciary’s ability to address emerging challenges and 

complexities in the realm of transparency and human rights. 

9. Civil Society Activism: PILs often mobilize civil society organizations and activists to advocate for legal 

and policy changes. A vibrant civil society actively engaged in advocacy work contributes to a robust 

democratic environment and strengthens the overall discourse on human rights. 

3.6 Continuing Role of Public Interest Litigation:  

 PILs continue to adapt to emerging societal issues, such as technology-related privacy concerns, 

access to healthcare information, and the implications of new laws. The evolving nature of PIL 

allows it to address contemporary challenges. 
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 PILs play a significant role in environmental conservation and protection. Cases related to air and 

water pollution, deforestation, and climate change highlight the ongoing commitment to 

safeguarding the environment and ensuring the right to a healthy life. 

 With a growing emphasis on healthcare rights, PILs are increasingly addressing issues related to 

access to healthcare information, especially in the context of public health emergencies, ensuring 

transparency and accountability in the healthcare sector. 

 As digital technologies advance, PILs play a role in safeguarding digital rights and privacy. Cases 

related to data protection, online surveillance, and internet freedom contributes to the evolving 

understanding of individual rights in the digital age. 

 PILs continue to advocate for gender and minority rights. Cases addressing discrimination, violence 

against women, and protection of minority communities contribute to fostering a more inclusive and 

equitable society. 

 Recent PILs have addressed government actions during the COVID-19 pandemic, emphasizing the 

right to information on public health measures, vaccine distribution, and economic relief. Such cases 

reinforce the importance of government accountability in times of crisis. 

 PILs are instrumental in protecting labour rights, especially in cases related to fair wages, workplace 

safety, and migrant worker rights. These cases contribute to ensuring dignity and justice for the 

working population. 

 PILs often serve as a catalyst for legal reforms. Ongoing efforts in PIL contribute to advocating for 

amendments to existing laws or the formulation of new laws to address gaps in the legal framework 

related to human rights and transparency. 

 PILs continue to be a potent tool in addressing social injustices, including caste-based 

discrimination, access to education, and land rights. Such cases contribute to dismantling systemic 

inequalities and upholding human rights. 

 PILs may align with and reinforce India’s international human rights commitments. Cases related to 

extradition, refugee rights, and international humanitarian law showcase the interconnectedness of 

PIL with global human rights principles. 

 PILs contribute to public awareness and education on legal rights. Landmark cases serve as 

educational tools, informing the public about their rights, fostering civic engagement, and promoting 

a culture of accountability. 

Role of PIL in India is characterised by its adaptability to contemporary challenges, its advocacy for justice 

and transparency, and its contribution to the evolution of human rights protections in a rapidly changing 

society. PIL remains a dynamic force in shaping the legal landscape and advancing the cause of human 

rights. Role of PIL in India has been transformative, shaping legal frameworks, influencing policies, and 

contributing significantly to the development of the Right to Information and the protection of human rights. 

PIL has emerged as a powerful tool for citizens, activists, and organizations to advocate for justice, 

transparency, and the advancement of fundamental rights in the country. 

http://www.jetir.org/


2023 JETIR December 2023, Volume 10, Issue 12                                                    www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2312546 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org f399 
 

4. Conclusion 

PIL has been a crucial mechanism for providing access to justice, empowering individuals and groups to 

address violations of human rights and advocate for transparency through the RTI. PIL has expanded the 

traditional understanding of locus standi, allowing individuals, NGOs, and activists to file cases on behalf of 

those who may not have direct legal standing, thereby promoting a more inclusive legal system. PIL in India 

has played a pivotal role in protecting human rights by addressing issues related to social justice, 

environmental conservation, prison reforms, anti-discrimination measures, and more. 

PIL has significantly influenced environmental conservation in India, with landmark cases addressing issues 

like pollution, deforestation, and protection of natural resources, contributing to sustainable development. 

PIL has acted as a catalyst for legislative reforms, prompting changes in laws and policies to address 

emerging societal issues and align with human rights principles. 

PILs have addressed custodial violence and police brutality, leading to the establishment of guidelines to 

prevent abuse of power and protect individuals' right to life and dignity. Challenges faced by PIL include 

procedural hurdles, resource constraints, delays in justice, potential misuse, and the need for consistent 

interpretation. Areas for improvement include procedural simplification, enhanced legal aid, and addressing 

delays in the judicial process. PIL has empowered citizens by fostering a culture of activism and 

engagement. Increased awareness about legal processes and rights through PIL cases has contributed to 

informed public discourse. 

PIL and RTI are interconnected, with PIL often addressing issues related to the right to information. PILs 

have contributed to the development of jurisprudence around the RTI Act, ensuring its effective 

implementation. 
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