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Abstrat:  This research article is an attempt to know what and how transformation occurred in the roles images 

and sensibilities of the Indian women in twentieth century by making comparative study of the characters in the 

select novels of Manju Kapur’s Difficult Daughters and Rama Mehata’s Inside the Haveli. The women 

characters in these novels Virmati and Geeta are representative figures of the Indian women fraternity who 

show how women of the twentieth century were defying norms of the rigid Indian society and accepting the 

patterns of the life which their conscience preferred. This journey of transformation was not easy one it was 

replete with smoothes and roughs. How they struggled and succeed in their battle of life has been critically and 

analytical studied in this endeavor. 

Key Words: Invasion, confinement, adherence, conscience, transformation 

One more eminent novelist in Indian English fiction who deals with the changing roles of women living Indian 

society through her creative writing is Rama Mehata. Her novel ‘Inside the Haveli’ is a symbolical 

representation of Indian woman’s confined life and her suffocating spirit within the strong walls of the Havely 

in Rajasthan. The novel talks about the time when the Ranas and Maharanas and their Feudals ruled the 

political spheres of Rajasthan. History is evidence that the people of Rajasthan have suffered a lot at the hands 

of destiny. They had to confront with various aggressions in the ancient times which made them suffer a lot. 

During Medieval period of the Indian History, the readers see how Rajasthan’s life was enormously affected by 

the invasions of the foreign rulers especially at the hands of the Muslim rulers. The invasions of the Muslim 

rulers developed a sense of insecurity among the people of Rajasthan especially among the women folk. 

Millions of women in Rajasthan and all over India where these Muslim rulers invaded became the victims of 

their lustful eyes.  
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In order to save the women from being victimized at the hands of the Muslim rulers and their army, the 

people in Rajasthan started confining their women within the strong walls of the Havelis. This confinement of 

women was out of the sense of insecurity. This sense of insecurity made the Ranas and the Maharanas 

restrain, limit and control the lives of women. This insecurity gave birth to a new system of control and 

confinement like ‘Puradha System’ which veiled the faces of the women so that the evil eyes of the Muslims 

should not fall on their beautiful faces. The systems like Puradha and Johar became a part of the Rajasthani 

culture. Most of the systems which confined the life became outdated and vanished with the changing times 

but the Puradha system in Rajasthan still has strong hold on the life of Rajasthani people. Even today the 

women folk in Rajasthan hide their faces behind the Puradha to save themselves from the evil intentions of 

the evil eyes of the strangers. This shows a great adherence and loyalty of the people in Rajasthan for their 

glorious culture of the glorious past. Indian culture transformed a lot in the last few decades but the culture in 

Rajasthan is still safe in the hands of people there. Huge Havelies of Bricks and sands may be vanished but 

glorious Havely life and its culture is still hidden and preserved behind the veils of the women. 

Rama Mehata is novelist of a great historical perspective who depicts the haveli life of the feudal era. Its 

culture, traditions, customs and blind faiths cover her whole novel. The novel shows how a silent 

transformation is taking place in Rajasthani culture. Rama Mehata depicts this transformation and changing 

roles of the women through her female protagonist ‘Geeta’. Geeta is placed in such predicaments in which she 

is compelled to do a reverse journey of transformation i.e. from a modern woman to a highly traditional kind 

of woman. In most of the Indian fiction it is shown how an Indian women revolts against the traditions of the 

male dominated society to be a modern. But in Rama Mehata’s ‘Inside the Haveil’, the protagonist, an Indian 

woman revolts against the Haveli culture and its traditions to preserve her modernity in a highly traditional 

atmosphere. In her effort to escape from the severe restrains and traditions of the Haveil culture, she could 

not understand how she got engulfed in these traditions of the Haveli culture and becomes a typical 

traditional havely woman. 

When we compare this novel of Mehata with Manju Kapur’s Difficult Daughters, we come across fewer 

similarities and more differences. Both the protagonists, Virmati in Difficult Daughters and Geeta in Inside the 

Haveli, revolt against the traditions of the male dominated society which try to confine their lives within the 

four walls of the house and within the fixed life frame. Like Virmati in Difficult Daughters of Manju Kapur, 

Geeta doesn’t need to spend her whole life in fighting against the family which is anti-modern and anti-

education. Luckily Geeta is born and brought up in well educated family which saves her struggle. Geeta does 

not need to fight against her own family for her education as Virmati does. Virmati is born in highly traditional 

family with highly traditionalist mother who wants her remain abide to the family traditions. Virmati fights for 

freedom in deciding her life partner. For this she goes against her own family and does not accept any kind of 

interference of the parental authority of the male dominated society. Her decision to say no to a boy chosen 

by her parents for marriage and marrying a professor who is married show a reckless and bold attitude which 

Geeta lacks. Geeta marries a boy who is chosen by her parents. Virmati fights throughout her life to 

legitimatize her marriage. Her marriage becomes socially unacceptable as it does not fit within the social 

conventions of the society. Virmati has to fight with her most irresolute lover for marriage and when married, 

she has to fight with his family members especially with her husband’s first wife for her own existence as a 

wife. Due to this engagement in personal life she finds very less time to contribute to any great social cause 

like nation’s empowerment during the period of nation’s freedom struggle. Virmati acts as the principal of a 

girl’s school in Nahan where she teaches to the students but it is not more than a month or two. Because of 
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her misadventure to marry a professor who is already married makes her suffer throughout her life. Because 

of anti-social behavior she becomes the most unacceptable figure to her family. No one in her family wants to 

be like her. Even her own daughter ‘Ida’ says that she does not like to be her mother. This shows ill fame of 

Virmati. So far Virmati’s socio-political accomplishment are concerned, she does not do anything 

commendable, if she had desired, she would have been a part of freedom struggle, but being to much 

obsessed in her illicit love with the professor, she spares no time for such thing. 

Geeta in ‘Inside The Haveli’ emerges as a social reformer who brings about a revolutionary change in the 

existing conditions of the maids community which has been serving the Rana Dynasty and its feudals for 

centuries. So far this community was deprived of its right to educate its members specially its women 

fraternity. In Haveli culture, maids’ community was completely depending upon their masters for their 

livelihood. The marriages of their children were performed by their masters in the Haveli. Geeta tries to 

change their destiny by giving education to their children and also tries to create awareness among the people 

of this community about its dependence and existence. Geeta differs from Virmati in this regard. Virmati fights 

for her own education which fails to utilize it for the betterment of the humanity. Geeta fights for the 

education of the children of the maids serving the Havelies. She fights for their social dignity and their social 

equality with the other classes in the society. Geeta like every other social reformer too faces opposition from 

her own people and from the outsiders. But she does not give it up. She remains firm on her decision to 

educate the maids community. As a result of her resolution, feudal mentality gets little transformed and opens 

the door of education to its servants and their children. This transformation starts from her own house where 

Geeta dares to educate a daughter of one of the maids in the Haveli. Geeta as a social reformer tries to bridge 

the gap between the rich and the poor; between the master and the servant. She tries to abort the class 

differences which do not allow the children of the poor to get educated. As a social critic and a reformer, she 

makes all possible efforts to end social inequality by sending the daughter of a maids along with her own 

daughter sharing the same type of bread and sharing the same vehicle which took them to the school. Geeta 

tries to open the eyes of the people by exposing the hollowness of their social faith and tries to take them out 

of it which proved to be a great stumbling block in their progress. 

One of the evil social systems against which Geeta builds struggle is child marriage which made so many 

children especially girls suffer a lot throughout their lives. Geeta starts social reformation through her class 

which runs in her Haveli. People from all strata of the society got the opportunity to literate themselves. Geeta 

succeeds in changing the anti-education mentality which believes that education changes the human mind. 

Through her class, she opens the door of education to all and equal opportunity to grow and develop. The 

Maids community in Rajasthan would always be in the great debt of the women like Geeta who transformed 

their lives and gave them social dignity. Geeta remains firm on her decision to educate the children of the 

maids community because she knows that haveli culture will be vanished with the changing time and feudal 

families like her own won’t in be in position to bare the expenses of keeping the maids community in the 

haveli for their service. This long view of Geeta is really appreciable as it made the maids community self 

reliant. 

Geeta is busy in changing the lives of the people in the haveli. While doing so, she fails to understand how she 

gradually got transformed. She fails to understand how she got engulfed in the traditions of the haveli. It is 

silent transformation from a modern girl into a highly traditional haveli daughter-in -law serving the haveli 

culture and preserving its age old traditions. She makes all possible efforts to come out of the influence of the 

haveli traditions by convincing her husband to leave Udaipur for Delhi. But she fails in her attempt of 
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convincing her husband. She is placed in such a predicament where she finds no option but to go with the 

haveil culture and its traditions which her conscience never allows her to accept. She is made helpless before 

family commitments. As a family commitment; as a part of loyalty to her husband; as a part of reverence and 

respect for all timely supporting and loving and caring father in law and a great concern and emotional 

attachment for a growing and ailing mother, Geeta accepts the haveil culture with all its acceptable and 

unacceptable traditions. The concluding conversation between Geeta and one of the ladies in the family 

indicates the transformation and changing role of Geeta which she has to accept willy-nilly. At the end of the 

novel, the readers see Geeta in the role of haveli mistress: 

‘Don’t cry, Binniji’, said Manji, pressing Geeta’s head to her breast. ‘You are now the mistress of this haveli. 

You can’t forget its traditions in your sorrow.’ (P. 264)  

Virmati and Geeta revolted against the traditions of the male dominated society of their times. But the 

difference between the two is that Virmati lived and died for herself and Geeta breathed for others. There is 

more humanitarian approach behind the revolt of Geeta which is highly commendable. 
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