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Abstract: 

The world is divided into developed and developing societies, each with its own unique challenges to the 

environment. In developed societies, the main challenge is to manage the environmental impacts of economic 

growth and consumption. In developing societies, the main challenge is to meet the basic needs of the population 

while also protecting the environment. 

The article begins by discussing the environmental challenges and societal concern.. It argues that these 

challenges are largely due to the overconsumption of resources and the production of pollution. The article then 

discusses the environmental challenges facing developing societies and emphasises on the policies that meets 

the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It 

further discovers that these challenges are largely due to poverty, rapid population growth, and unsustainable 

development practices. It argues that development can either help or harm the environment, depending on how it is 

managed.  

The article then examines the work of several key thinkers who have shaped the debate on environmentalism 

and globalization. These thinkers include Rachel Carson, Garret Hardin, and Paul Ehrlich. Carson's book Silent 

Spring (1962) is credited with raising awareness of the environmental impact of pesticides. Hardin's essay "The 

Tragedy of the Commons" (1968) explored the problem of common-pool resources, such as fisheries and 

forests. Ehrlich's book The Population Bomb (1968) warned of the dangers of overpopulation.  

The article by discussing the role of the United Nations in addressing environmental issues. It also reviews the 

UN’s major role for global initiatives in developing international environmental agreements, such as the Kyoto 

Protocol and the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

The article concludes by discussing the need for sustainable development and more integrated approach to 

environmentalism and globalization. 
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Introduction: 

 

The world's diverse developed and developing societies pose many challenges to the planet's ecology. In today's 

world, society is divided into different political communities, and the citizens of each community are subject to 

the laws and policies of that community. This division has a profound impact on the way people live. In 

developed countries, basic security and welfare are often taken for granted. These countries have the resources 

to guarantee their citizens' safety and well-being, and they often provide direct assistance to those in need. In 

contrast, developing countries often struggle to provide even the most basic necessities for their citizens. These 

countries often have high rates of poverty, hunger, and disease, and they may lack the resources to address these 

challenges. 

The scarcity of basic resources is a major problem in developing countries. This scarcity can lead to 

environmental degradation, as people are forced to exploit natural resources in order to survive. It can also lead 

to social unrest, as people become frustrated with their lack of opportunities. The challenges facing developed 

and developing societies are interconnected. The environmental degradation caused by overconsumption in 

developed countries can have a negative impact on developing countries, which are often more vulnerable to 

the effects of climate change and other environmental problems. Similarly, the poverty and hunger in developing 

countries can lead to increased migration, which can put a strain on the resources of developed countries. 

 In fact, world has mainly witnessed two types of environmental problems: addition and withdrawal. Addition 

problems involve the spread of pollution and other contaminants into the land, water, and air. Withdrawal 

problems involve the depletion of non-renewable resources such as oil and gas. Problems of addition, such as 

air pollution, tropical deforestation, greenhouse gas emissions, and ozone layer depletion, affect the entire globe. 

The only way to address the challenges facing developed and developing societies is through international 

cooperation. Developed countries need to provide assistance to developing countries in order to help them 

address their environmental and social problems. Developing countries need to adopt sustainable development 

practices in order to protect their environment and resources. 

Theoretical Framework:  

The emergence of environmental concern at the global level in the 1970s was driven by the need to find ways 

to overcome scarcity of resources without causing ecological imbalance. This does not mean that the world was 

unaware of the ecological crisis before the 1970s. However, the academic writing of that era was largely focused 

on conserving natural resources. In the 1960s and early 1970s, a number of academic writings on the 

environment drew attention to the potential for future environmental doom and gloom. The writings of Ehrlich, 

the MIT researchers, Heilbroner, and Ophuls helped to raise awareness of the environmental crisis and to spur 

action on environmental protection. Their work continues to be relevant today, as we face the challenge of 

sustainability in the face of climate change and other environmental threats. In the 1970s, environmental 

thinkers began to focus on the need for a more holistic approach to environmental protection, one that 

considered the interconnectedness of human activities and the natural world. Rachel Carson, Garret Hardin, 

Paul Ehrlich, a group of MIT researchers, Robert Heilbroner (1980), and William Ophuls were among the many 

scholars who highlighted environmental issues in their academic writings. 

One of the most influential thinkers of this era was Rachel Carson, whose book Silent Spring (1962) exposed 

the dangers of pesticides to the environment. Carson's book helped to raise awareness of the environmental 

impact of human activities and led to a number of government regulations on the use of pesticides. Rachel 

Carson's book Silent Spring (1962) challenged the Enlightenment ideal of history as an evolutionary and linear 

process. Carson's book focused on the unintended consequences of the chemical revolution that had occurred 
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since the 1940s. She criticized humans' exploitation of the Earth for their own benefit with little regard for the 

planet's complex ecological system. 

 In 1968, Paul Ehrlich published his book The Population Bomb, which warned that overpopulation would lead 

to mass starvation. He argued that hundreds of millions of people would die if the world's population continued 

to grow unchecked.  In the same year, a group of MIT researchers published The Limits to Growth, which 

warned that humanity was approaching environmental limits and that economic growth could not continue 

indefinitely. The report argued that we needed to change our ways or face the consequences of environmental 

degradation. Robert Heilbroner and William Ophuls introduced these ideas to political and social theory in the 

1970s and 1980s. They argued that scarcity and environmental crisis required unprecedented attention from the 

global community to overcome the outcome of environmental abuse. Even though the predictions of Malthus 

have not come to pass, some neo-Malthusians, such as Paul Ehrlich and Anne H. Ehrlich, and Garret Hardin, 

still subscribe to his ideas. Hardin provided an elegant analysis of the structure of environmental problems. He 

observed that there is an inherent conflict between individual and collective interests and rationality in the use 

of resources that are held in common. He argued that individual actions in exploiting a common-pool resource 

will often lead to collective disaster, as the resource will be depleted or destroyed. Hardin also rejected 

anthropocentric ethics, which is the belief that humans are the only important beings on Earth. He argued that 

all beings are fundamentally embedded in ecological relationships and that all entities have a relative autonomy 

within these relationships. Therefore, humans should not dominate the rest of nature. He also recognized the 

future interests of both human and non-human species. 

The post-World War II global economic recovery also brought environmental issues to the forefront. As more 

countries industrialized and developed, they began to experience the negative effects of pollution and resource 

depletion. This led to a growing awareness of the need for environmental protection. The 1970s also saw the 

establishment of a number of international organizations dedicated to environmental protection, such as the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). These organizations 

have played a major role in raising awareness of environmental issues and promoting sustainable development. 

Despite the progress that has been made, environmental problems continue to pose a major challenge to the 

world. Climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution are just some of the challenges that we face. Addressing 

these problems will require a global effort that combines environmental protection with economic development. 

A call to make Sustainable Development a Reality: 

In the 1970s, the international community realized that the problem of environmental degradation was not just 

a physical problem, but also a social problem. This meant that it could not be addressed in isolation from other 

social and economic issues. This realization led to a new debate in world politics, as many environmentalists 

argued that the ongoing development model had disrupted the ecology of the world. They supported their 

argument by pointing to the link between the ongoing environmental crisis and the developmental changes 

brought about by the Industrial Revolution. Environmentalists argue that the way we have traditionally viewed 

nature has contributed to the environmental crisis. For a long time, we have seen nature as a limitless resource 

that we could exploit without consequence. This led to a culture of consumerism, in which we constantly 

demand more and more material goods. We also came to see development as the subjugation of nature, rather 

than as a partnership with nature. This mindset has had disastrous consequences for the environment. 

Consumption, modern industrialization, and unchecked economic growth in developed countries have led to 

serious environmental degradation. We have polluted our air and water, destroyed our forests, and endangered 

many species of plants and animals. Environmentalists argue that we need to change our way of thinking about 

nature. We need to see it as a finite resource that we need to protect. We also need to view development as a 

partnership with nature, rather than as its subjugation. Only then can we hope to avert the environmental crisis. 

The world has come to understand that the patterns of development that have been followed in the past are 
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unsustainable in the long term. This has led to a new debate on development, with the emergence of the concept 

of sustainable development. 

Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability 

of future generations to meet their own needs. It is a way of thinking about development that takes into account 

the environmental impact of our activities. The concept of sustainable development emerged in the 1970s, 

following the UN Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm. This conference was a landmark event 

in the history of environmentalism, as it was the first time that the international community had come together 

to discuss the issue of environmental degradation. The conference adopted a declaration that recognized the 

right to a sound environment as a human right. It also called for the development of new ways of thinking about 

development that would be more sustainable.  

The Stockholm Conference was a major turning point in international environmental cooperation. It led to the 

creation of more than 100 environmental ministries or agencies around the world, and it was the first major 

meeting on the environment to include developing countries. The conference also emphasized the close 

relationship between poverty and environmental degradation, and it set the stage for the next focus of sustainable 

development. Sustainable human development is the development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. This requires deliberate intervention to 

prevent the depletion or degradation of environmental assets, so that the resource base and ecological foundation 

for human activities can be sustained indefinitely. Sustainable development is not the responsibility of the state 

alone. It is also the responsibility of every citizen. A spirit of partnership must be realized throughout the 

spectrum of environmental management. While the state must take the lead, individuals and institutions must 

also recognize their responsibility to maintain and enhance the quality of the environment. 

Environmentalists argue that poverty is a major cause of environmental degradation, which can lead to a 

downward spiral of poverty and environmental destruction. Impoverished areas lack proper sanitation, which 

pollutes waterways. Industries dump toxic waste in these areas, and governments often do not have the resources 

or infrastructure to enforce environmental regulations. Underdevelopment makes sustainable development more 

difficult to achieve. The environmental problems are increasingly Trans –boundary and global in scope and 

significance, and are exacerbated by increasing level of poverty, ecological destruction, social inequalities and 

uneven distribution of resources. The gravity of the problem has spurred the global community to search for 

effective alternatives. Protecting the environment while promoting development is a complex challenge for 

policymakers. The concept of "development without destruction" has been adopted by many countries as a way 

to address the growing concern about environmental degradation. Since the United Nations Conference on the 

Human Environment in Stockholm in 1972, there has been increasing awareness of the need to protect the 

environment. Any disruption of the ecological balance could have devastating consequences for human life and 

the economy. The main cause of global environmental degradation is the unsustainable patterns of consumption 

and production, particularly in industrialized countries. These countries are responsible for the majority of 

greenhouse gas emissions and other pollutants. 

 The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) recognized that poverty and 

environmental degradation are interrelated. Environmental protection must be viewed as an integral part of the 

development process, both in developed and developing countries. The 1987 report of the World Commission 

on Environment and Development (WCED) also recognized this. The WCED report argued that international 

environmental protection measures must take into account current global imbalances in production and 

consumption.Human development cannot be achieved by pursuing economic growth alone. Economic growth 

is only one dimension of development. Other important dimensions include the distribution of income, the 

provision of health care, education, a safe environment, and freedom of expression. Sustainable human 

development is not simply a call for environmental protection. It is about ensuring that all people have the 
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opportunity to thrive without depleting the world's finite natural resources. The WCED adopted the general 

principle of sustainable human development, which states that current generations should meet their needs 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. In other words, we must protect 

the environment for the sake of future generations. The environment must be given a human face. We must 

protect the environment because it is essential for human life. 

Global Initiatives to Save Environment: 

The growing awareness of environmental problems led to a series of international conferences and initiatives 

aimed at protecting the environment. These conferences included the United Nations Conference on the Human 

Environment (UNCHE) in 1972, the World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) in 1987, 

the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the Kyoto Protocol in 1997, and the Copenhagen Climate Change 

Conference in 2010. In 1992, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), 

also known as the Earth Summit, was held in Rio de Janeiro. The summit resulted in the signing of several 

important agreements, including the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). The Kyoto Protocol, an agreement that set binding 

emissions targets for industrialized countries, was also adopted at the Earth Summit. The Rio Declaration on 

Environment and Development, which was adopted at the summit, begins with the words: "Human beings are 

at the centre of concerns for sustainable development. They are entitled to a healthy and productive life in 

harmony with nature." 

The declaration sets out 27 principles for sustainable development, which include the need to protect the 

environment, promote economic development, and ensure social justice. Agenda 21 is a comprehensive plan of 

action for sustainable development. It includes a wide range of goals and objectives, such as: Combating 

poverty, Changing consumption patterns.  Checking population growth, Promoting human health, Protecting 

the atmosphere, Planning and managing land resources, Combating deforestation, Conserving biodiversity. 

In 1998, the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals 

and Pesticides in International Trade was adopted. This convention aims to protect human health and the 

environment from the adverse effects of hazardous chemicals. The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, an 

agreement that regulates the transboundary movement of living modified organisms (LMOs), was adopted in 

2000. The protocol aims to ensure that LMOs do not have adverse effects on biological diversity. In 2000, the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were set out. The MDGs are a set of eight goals that aim to reduce 

poverty, hunger, disease, and other social ills by 2015. The World Summit on Sustainable Development was 

held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 2002. The summit reviewed the progress made on the MDGs and adopted 

a set of commitments to promote sustainable development. The Kyoto Protocol came into force in 2005. 

However, it has been criticized for not being ambitious enough. In 2005, international discussions on the climate 

change regime after 2012 began. The United Nations (UN) has been at the forefront of international efforts to 

address environmental issues. These efforts have been driven by a series of major conferences and reports, 

including: the UN Conference on the Human Environment (UNCHE), held in Stockholm in 1972, which 

adopted the Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment. The World Commission on Environment and 

Development (WCED), also known as the Brundtland Commission, which was established in 1983 and 

published its report, Our Common Future, in 1987. The United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED), also known as the Earth Summit, held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, which adopted 

Agenda 21, a comprehensive plan of action for sustainable development. The General Assembly Special Session 

on the Environment (UNGASS), held in New York in 1997, which reviewed the implementation of Agenda 21 

and adopted the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development. The World Summit on Sustainable 

Development (WSSD), held in Johannesburg in 2002, which adopted the Plan of Implementation, a set of goals 

and targets for sustainable development. The UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), held in 
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Rio de Janeiro in 2012, which adopted The Future We Want, a document that reaffirms the commitment to 

sustainable development. The Copenhagen Accord was a non-binding agreement reached at the United Nations 

Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen in 2010. The accord set an aspirational goal of limiting global 

temperature increase to 2 degrees Celsius, but did not include legally binding commitments from countries. 

The accord did include a process for countries to enter their specific mitigation pledges by January 31, 2010, 

and broad terms for the reporting and verification of countries' actions. It also included a collective commitment 

by developed countries for $30 billion in "new and additional" resources in 2010-2012 to help developing 

countries reduce emissions, preserve forests, and adapt to climate change. 

The accord also called for the establishment of a Copenhagen Green Climate Fund, a High Level Panel to 

examine ways of meeting the 2020 finance goal, a new Technology Mechanism, and a mechanism to channel 

incentives for reduced deforestation. The Copenhagen Accord was a significant step forward in the international 

fight against climate change, but it was not without its critics. Some argued that the accord was too weak, while 

others argued that it was too ambitious. Ultimately, the accord was a compromise between developed and 

developing countries, and it remains to be seen whether it will be successful in achieving its goals. The UN 

Sustainable Development Summit (SDG Summit), held in New York in 2015, which adopted the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development, a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to be achieved by 2030. These 

conferences and reports have helped to raise awareness of environmental issues and to promote international 

cooperation on these issues. They have also helped to set the agenda for sustainable development. UN 

framework Convention on Climate Change 2015, Global Warming IPCC Special Report 2018  and UN Climate 

Action Summit 2019 were the recent initiatives by the Global Leadership to mitigate the high Risk of changing 

climate an its fallout.  

However, these efforts have been largely ineffective due to the non-compliance of many developed countries 

and the lack of necessary infrastructure and finance in developing countries. Despite these challenges, the 

environmental movement has gained global prominence and continues to explore the connection between the 

environment and socio-economic issues such as poverty and underdevelopment. 

Global Warming:  

The climate of the world has changed in the past and is still changing. There is evidence of this change in 

historical records and geological formations. Natural and human factors are both responsible for climate change. 

Global warming is caused by the release of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. The main greenhouse gas is 

carbon dioxide, which is produced when fossil fuels are burned. Other greenhouse gases, such as methane, 

chlorofluorocarbons, ozone, and nitrous oxide, also contribute to global warming. As the world warms, the polar 

ice caps and mountain glaciers are melting. This is causing sea levels to rise. The temperature of the world has 

been increasing significantly in recent years. To address climate change, we need to reduce our reliance on 

fossil fuels and switch to renewable energy sources. We also need to improve energy efficiency and reduce 

deforestation. In the scientific community, these gases are famously known as greenhouse gases (GHGs). GHGs 

trap heat from the sun in the atmosphere, which warms the planet. The main GHGs are carbon dioxide, methane, 

nitrous oxide, and ozone. When sunlight hits the Earth, some of the energy is absorbed by the land and oceans. 

The rest of the energy is reflected back into space. However, some of the reflected energy is trapped by GHGs 

in the atmosphere. This trapped energy warms the planet. 

The additional warming caused by GHGs can have a number of negative effects, including: Melting glaciers and ice 

sheets, Rising sea levels, More extreme weather events, Changes in plant and animal life, Damage to human 

health.  It is important to reduce our emissions of GHGs to mitigate the effects of climate change. We can do 

this by switching to renewable energy sources, improving energy efficiency, and reducing deforestation.  
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Background of Global Warming. 

Global warming became a significant global political issue in 1988, when NASA scientist James Hansen told 

the US Congress that "it is time to stop waffling so much. We should say that the evidence is pretty strong that 

the greenhouse effect is here." This statement came after the US experienced its worst drought since the 1930s, 

as well as other extreme weather events around the world. Additionally, the six hottest years on record had all 

occurred in the 1980s. These events made the claims of scientists like Hansen about global warming seem more 

plausible. The events of 1988 led to a number of international conferences and a major scientific assessment of 

global warming. In November 1988, a World Congress on Climate and Development was held in Hamburg. 

The congress called for a 30% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions by 2000 and a 50% reduction by 2015. It 

also called for unilateral action from industrialized nations, a global ban on CFCs by 1995, and urgent strategies 

to reverse deforestation and begin afforestation programs. In November 1989, representatives from several 

small island states met in Male, Maldives, to discuss global warming. This meeting produced the Male 

Declaration, which led to the establishment of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) at the Second World 

Climate Conference. The momentum for action on climate change continued to build in the early 1990s. In 

February 1991, formal negotiations began on an international treaty to address climate change. These 

negotiations led to the signing of the Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) at the United 

Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992. 

 The UNFCCC is a non-binding treaty that sets out a framework for international cooperation on climate change. 

It was adopted by 154 countries, and it has since been ratified by 197 countries. The UNFCCC's main objective 

is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous 

anthropogenic interference with the climate system. In addition to the UNFCCC, many industrialized countries 

also adopted unilateral targets to limit their own emissions of greenhouse gases. These targets were often set in 

response to domestic political pressure, as well as international pressure from developing countries. After 1992, 

countries continued to negotiate the details of how to implement the UNFCCC. They also began to grapple with 

the practical problems of implementing the commitments they had made. These challenges included monitoring 

emissions, setting prices on carbon, and developing new technologies to reduce emissions. The negotiations on 

climate change have been complex and challenging, but there has been some progress. The UNFCCC has been 

successful in bringing together countries from all over the world to work on a common problem. And the 

unilateral targets that have been adopted by many countries have helped to reduce emissions. 

However, more needs to be done to address climate change. The current level of emissions is still too high, and 

the world is not on track to meet the goals of the UNFCCC. Countries need to continue to negotiate and 

implement ambitious policies to reduce emissions. They also need to invest in new technologies to help us 

transition to a low-carbon economy. 

 Impact of global warming:  

Global warming is causing the average temperature of the Earth's surface to rise. This rise in temperature is 

projected to continue, and by the year 2100, the global temperature could be 2 degrees Celsius higher than it is 

today. This rise in temperature will have a number of impacts such as a rise in sea level melt glaciers and sea 

ice. This would increase the incidence of annual flooding, especially in coastal areas.  A shift in climatic 

boundaries, making some regions wetter and others drier. This could lead to changes in agricultural patterns 

and could displace human populations . The spread of insect-borne diseases, such as malaria. The disruption of 

ecosystems, as temperatures rise and precipitation patterns change. This could lead to the extinction of some 

species.  
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The impacts of climate change are already being felt around the world, and they are expected to become more 

severe in the future. It is important to take action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate the effects 

of climate change. There is a lot of evidence that supports the scientific consensus on climate change, but there 

have also been times when scientists have made predictions that have not come true. However, this does not 

mean that climate change is not real or that it is not a serious problem. The fact is that the Earth's climate has 

been changing for billions of years. However, the rate of climate change that we are seeing today is 

unprecedented in human history. This is due to the burning of fossil fuels, which releases greenhouse gases into 

the atmosphere. These gases trap heat, causing the Earth's temperature to rise. The effects of climate change are 

already being felt around the world. We are seeing more extreme weather events, such as floods, droughts, and 

heat waves. We are also seeing sea levels rise, which is threatening coastal communities. If we do not take action 

to address climate change, the consequences will be severe. We could see mass displacement of people, 

widespread food shortages, and the extinction of many species. 

Summary of the key impacts of climate change: 

Impact Description 

Sea level rise 
Glaciers and sea ice are melting, which is causing sea level to rise. This could inundate coastal areas and displace 

millions of people. 

Shift in climatic 

boundaries 

Climate change is causing some regions to become wetter and others drier. This could disrupt agricultural patterns 

and lead to food shortages. 

Spread of insect-borne 

diseases 

Insect-borne diseases, such as malaria, are becoming more common as temperatures rise. This could lead to an 

increase in the number of people who are sick or die from these diseases. 

Disruption of 

ecosystems 

Climate change is disrupting ecosystems, as temperatures rise and precipitation patterns change. This could lead to 

the extinction of some species. 

 

 

The impacts of sea level rise will vary depending on the location. Some areas will be more vulnerable than 

others. However, it is clear that sea level rise is a major threat to the Indian sea coasts, and it is important to 

take action to mitigate its effects. It is important to take action now to mitigate the effects of sea level rise. The 

longer we wait, the more difficult and expensive it will be to adapt to the impacts. The impacts of sea level rise 

are a serious threat to India. However, by taking action now, India can mitigate the impacts and build a more resilient 

future.  

The Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) is a group of 36 countries that are particularly vulnerable to the effects of 

climate change. These countries are all low-lying islands, and they are at risk of being submerged by rising sea levels.. 

The Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) is a group of 36 countries that are particularly vulnerable to the 

effects of climate change. These countries are low-lying islands that are only a few meters above sea level. As 

sea level rises, these islands are at risk of being submerged. 
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There are two main ways that sea level rise can affect AOSIS countries: 

 Coral bleaching: Coral reefs are important for these islands because they protect them from storms and 

provide a habitat for fish. However, coral bleaching can occur when the water temperature rises too 

high. This can kill the coral, which can then erode and disappear. 

 Sea level rise: As sea level rises, it can inundate coastal areas and displace people. This is a particular 

threat to AOSIS countries, as their islands are already very small. 

The effects of sea level rise on AOSIS countries are already being felt. In some cases, islands have been 

completely submerged. In other cases, the coastline has been eroded, and people have had to relocate. he AOSIS 

countries are calling for urgent action to address climate change. They are asking for financial assistance to help 

them adapt to the impacts of climate change, and they are also calling for a reduction in greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

The AOSIS countries are facing a serious threat from climate change. However, by taking action now, they can 

help to mitigate the impacts of climate change and build a more sustainable future. There is no easy solution to 

the problem of sea level rise for AOSIS countries. Some countries are trying to build seawalls to protect their 

coastlines. Others are trying to develop new technologies to raise their islands. However, these solutions are 

expensive and may not be enough to prevent the islands from being submerged. The best way to help AOSIS 

countries is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. This will slow the rate of sea level rise and give these countries 

more time to adapt. Specific actions  by the world community may  be taken to help AOSIS countries that 

includes :  

 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions: This is the most important thing that can be done to help AOSIS 

countries. 

 Invest in coastal protection measures: This can help to protect islands from the effects of sea level rise. 

 Develop new technologies to raise islands: This is a long-term solution that could help some islands. 

 Provide financial assistance to AOSIS countries: This can help countries to adapt to the effects of sea 

level rise. 

The future of AOSIS countries is uncertain. However, by taking action now, we can help to protect these 

countries and their people. 

There is a lot of evidence that supports the scientific consensus on climate change, but there have also been 

times when scientists have made predictions that have not come true. However, this does not mean that climate 

change is not real or that it is not a serious problem. The fact is that the Earth's climate has been changing for 

billions of years. However, the rate of climate change that we are seeing today is unprecedented in human 

history. This is due to the burning of fossil fuels, which releases greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. These 

gases trap heat, causing the Earth's temperature to rise. The effects of climate change are already being felt 

around the world. We are seeing more extreme weather events, such as floods, droughts, and heat waves. We 

are also seeing sea levels rise, which is threatening coastal communities. If we do not take action to address 

climate change, the consequences will be severe. We could see mass displacement of people, widespread food 

shortages, and the extinction of many species. The good news is that we still have time to act. We can reduce 

our emissions of greenhouse gases, invest in renewable energy, and protect our forests. By taking these steps, 

we can help to mitigate the effects of climate change and build a more sustainable future for our planet.  It is 

important for the world community to act together to address climate change. This is a global problem that 

requires a global solution. We need to work together to reduce our emissions, develop new technologies, and 

share resources. By working together, we can make a difference. 
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Bio-diversity: 

Biodiversity is a relatively new concept in international politics, but it has become increasingly important in 

recent years as we have come to understand the many benefits that it provides. Biodiversity can be defined at 

different levels, from the genetic level to the ecosystem level. Genetic diversity is the variety of genes within a 

species, and it is essential for the long-term survival of that species. Species diversity is the number and variety 

of different species in a given area, and it is important for the functioning of ecosystems. Ecosystem diversity 

is the variety of different ecosystems in a given area, and it is important for the overall health of the planet. 

Biodiversity provides us with many benefits, including:  

 Food and water: Many of the foods we eat and the water we drink come from plants and animals that 

depend on biodiversity. 

 Medicines: Many of the drugs we use to treat diseases come from plants and animals that are found in 

diverse ecosystems. 

 Climate regulation: Biodiversity helps to regulate the climate by absorbing carbon dioxide and other 

greenhouse gases. 

 Pollination: Many plants rely on insects and other animals to pollinate them, which is essential for food 

production. 

 Flood control: Biodiversity helps to prevent floods by absorbing water and slowing down runoff. 

 Soil formation: Biodiversity helps to form and maintain healthy soils, which are essential for agriculture. 

The loss of biodiversity is a serious threat to our planet and our way of life. We need to take action to protect 

biodiversity and ensure that it continues to provide us with the many benefits that it does. We have to address 

the challenges  to protect biodiversity by implanting following things on pour Earth : Reduce our consumption 

of natural resources, Conserve and restore natural habitats, Support sustainable agriculture and forestry practices 

,Reduce pollution and Educate people about the importance of biodiversity. 

The 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro put the issue of biodiversity on the global agenda. At the summit, 158 

countries signed the Convention on Biological Diversity, which has since been ratified by more than 190 

countries. However, the United States is not a signatory because the Senate has not ratified the treaty. The 

Convention on Biological Diversity requires countries to take action to protect biodiversity and to use it 

sustainably. Many countries have developed action plans to protect habitats and species. However, funding for 

these programs has been insufficient. Despite this, the Convention on Biological Diversity is likely to remain a 

significant driving force for the protection of biodiversity. The lack of knowledge about the number of species 

on Earth is a sobering reminder of how little we know about biodiversity. Estimates range from 5 to 50 million 

species, but only about 1.5 million have been named by taxonomists. India is home to a vast and varied array 

of life forms, including about 15,000 species of plants and 75,000 species of animals. This diversity is due to 

India's unique geographical and ecological conditions, which lie at the confluence of the African, European, 

and Southeast Asian biological realms. Some of the unique species found in India include the hyena, gazelle, 

wolf, wild goat, Kashmiri stag, hoolock gibbon, elephant, sloth bear, black buck, and four-horned antelope. In 

the past three decades, there has been a growing awareness that human activities are causing permanent and 

possibly irretrievable damage to the environment. This damage is caused by a variety of factors, including 

deforestation, pollution, and climate change. It is important to take steps to protect biodiversity and the 

environment. We can do this by reducing our consumption of natural resources, conserving and restoring natural 

habitats, and supporting sustainable development practices. 

Biologists believe that we are currently experiencing a mass extinction event, which is comparable to any other 

in the planet's geological history. As human populations expand, we are losing not only individual species, but 

also genetic diversity within populations and entire ecosystems. The Red List of Threatened Species, maintained 
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by the World Conservation Union, now includes at least one out of every eight plant species on the planet. The 

main causes of biodiversity loss are numerous, but they can all be traced back to the growth and resource 

consumption of a single species: humans. These threats include: Habitat loss, which can include entire 

ecosystems, Habitat fragmentation, which occurs when once-large habitats are split into smaller, more isolated 

pieces, Overharvesting of natural resources, both plants and animals, The introduction of invasive specie, and 

most recently, and perhaps most universally, climate change. 

Resource Scarcities: 

In the 1970s, a research group at MIT warned that if the current trends of population growth, industrialization, 

pollution, food production, and resource depletion continued, the planet would reach its limits within the next 

100 years. They called for a change in these trends to achieve ecological and economic stability through 

sustainable growth. The Global 2000 report to the US President in the late 1970s supported the MIT group's 

findings, stating that if current trends continued, the world in 2000 would be more crowded, polluted, 

ecologically unstable, and vulnerable to disruption than it is today.  The warnings of the MIT group and the 

Global 2000 report have largely come to pass. In 1968, Paul Ehrlich made a same prediction in his book  

‘Population Bomb’, which warned that overpopulation would lead to mass starvation. Ehrlich's dire predictions 

were similar to those of Thomas Malthus, an English economist who wrote in the 18th century. He predicted 

that the world's population would grow exponentially while food production would only grow arithmetically. 

He argued that this imbalance would lead to widespread famine, disease, and war. However, his dire predictions 

have not come to pass, thanks to agricultural innovation and other factors. Malthus's theory was based on the 

idea that population growth is geometric, meaning that it increases by a constant factor over time. For example, 

if the population grows by 2% per year, then in one year the population will be 1.02 times larger than it was the 

previous year. Food production, on the other hand, grows arithmetically, meaning that it increases by a constant 

amount over time. For example, if food production increases by 1% per year, then in one year the food supply 

will be 1.01 times larger than it was the previous year. Malthus argued that this imbalance would eventually 

lead to a Malthusian catastrophe, in which the population would outstrip the food supply and widespread famine 

would result. The Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC) for 2023 highlights that  the number of people facing 

acute hunger increased by 65 million to 258 million, due to the Ukraine war and economic shocks. 

The world's population has more than doubled since the 1970s, and industrialization and pollution have 

increased significantly. Food production has also increased, but not enough to keep pace with population 

growth, leading to food insecurity in many parts of the world. While some scientists have questioned the 

accuracy of these predictions, there is no doubt that the world is facing increasing stresses on its resources. 

These stresses are caused by a number of factors, including population growth, urbanization, deforestation, 

water shortages, energy problems, pollution, and climate change. However, the world population has since 

grown sixfold, and food production has also increased significantly. As a result, starvation has not occurred on 

the scale that Ehrlich predicted. There are a number of factors that have contributed to the discrepancy between 

Ehrlich's predictions and reality. One factor is that technological advances have led to more efficient agricultural 

practices. Another factor is that family planning programs have helped to reduce birth rates in many developing 

countries. Additionally, economic development has led to increased food security in many parts of the world. 

Despite the progress that has been made, overpopulation remains a serious challenge. The world population is 

expected to reach 9.7 billion by 2050, and this will put a strain on resources such as food, water, and energy. It 

is important to continue to invest in agricultural research and development, family planning programs, and other 

initiatives that can help to manage population growth and ensure food security for all. 

The world is now facing a number of serious environmental challenges, including climate change, deforestation, 

and biodiversity loss. One of the most pressing challenges is water scarcity. The World Bank estimates that by 
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2025, 34 countries will have less than 1,000 cubic meters (220,000 gallons) of renewable water per person per 

year. This includes Djibouti, which will have just 8 cubic meters (1760 gallons), and Kuwait, which will have 

42 cubic meters. Many countries in the Middle East and Africa will also be facing severe water shortages. Other 

resources that are under stress include food, energy, and forests. Food production is not keeping pace with 

population growth, and energy demand is increasing. Deforestation is causing soil erosion and flooding, and it 

is also contributing to climate change. The problem of water scarcity has been made worse by water pollution. 

The most common type of water pollution is faecal contamination, which can cause a variety of health problems, 

including diarrhoea, cholera, and typhoid fever. Other sources of water pollution include human sewage, 

industrial effluent, and agricultural runoff. 

When surface water becomes polluted, it can be expensive to purify. This has led to a greater reliance on 

groundwater as a source of drinking water. However, groundwater can also be polluted, especially if it is not 

properly protected. Some of the most common causes of groundwater pollution include the improper disposal 

of hazardous waste, the seepage of agricultural chemicals, and the discharge of industrial effluent. 

More than 1 billion people around the world do not have access to safe drinking water, and 2 billion people do 

not have access to basic sanitation services. The adequacy of future water supplies to meet growing needs is 

difficult to predict. It will depend on a number of factors, including population growth, economic development, 

technological innovation, and international cooperation. Sea level rise is another major threat to ecosystems. It is 

caused by the melting of glaciers and ice sheets, as well as the expansion of water as it warms.  

Sea level rise is already affecting coastal areas around the world, and it is expected to get worse in the future. 

In the United States, for example, there is a growing problem of water scarcity in the West. This is due to a 

number of factors, including climate change, increased demand for water, and over-extraction of groundwater. 

As a result, some people are being forced to leave their homes and move to other parts of the country where 

water is more plentiful. The same is happening in other developed countries, such as Australia, Spain, and Italy. 

In these countries, water scarcity is also being caused by climate change, population growth, and agricultural 

practices that are not sustainable. Sea level rise is a major threat to coastal ecosystems and communities around 

the world. The Chesapeake and Delaware bays in the Eastern United States are two examples of areas that have 

already been affected by sea level rise. These bays have lost significant areas of marshland, which are important 

for food chains and fisheries. Sea level rise also impacts water quality and increases the amount of carbon 

dioxide released into the atmosphere. India is also vulnerable to sea level rise. The country has a long coastline, 

and many major cities are located in coastal areas. If sea level rises by 50 centimeters, it could inundate coastal 

areas and displace millions of people. It could also damage infrastructure and ecosystems. 

Other coastal areas that are at risk from sea level rise include mangrove swamps, coral atolls, and low-level 

deltas. These areas are home to a variety of plants and animals, and their loss would have a negative impact on 

biodiversity. The Ganges plains and the Po valley are two major agricultural areas that are at risk from sea level 

rise. These areas are home to millions of people, and their loss would have a devastating impact on the food 

supply. The blame game between South Asian countries is a serious problem that needs to be addressed before 

the problem became unresolvable . These countries need to work together to find solutions to the challenges of 

sea level rise and other environmental problems.  

The flow of the Ganges, Indus, and other rivers in South Asia is being disturbed by a number of factors, 

including deforestation, climate change, and the construction of dams. This is causing water shortages and 

conflict between the countries that share these rivers. In the case of the Ganges, India blames Nepal for 

deforestation in the Himalayas, which is causing the river to silt up and reducing its flow. Bangladesh, on the 

other hand, complains that India is taking too much water from the Ganges during the dry season. This has led 

to tensions between the two countries, and there have been calls for a more equitable sharing of the river's water. 
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The Indus River is also a source of conflict between India and Pakistan. Pakistan depends on the Indus for 

irrigation, but two of its tributaries rise in India. India has built dams on these tributaries, which has reduced the 

amount of water that flows into Pakistan. This has led to tensions between the two countries, and there have 

been wars over the Indus in the past. The migration of Chakma tribals from Bangladesh to India is another 

source of tension between the two countries. The Chakmas were displaced by the construction of the Kaptai 

Dam in Bangladesh, and they have sought refuge in India. The Bangladesh government has accused India of 

supporting the Chakma insurgency, and this has further strained relations between the two countries. The 

situation between Nepal and Bhutan is similar. Nepal is facing a number of environmental problems, including 

deforestation and soil erosion. This has led to the migration of Nepalese people to Bhutan, and the Bhutanese 

government has responded by taking steps to restrict immigration. This has caused tension between the two 

countries. These are just a few examples of the water disputes that are happening in South Asia. These disputes 

are a major threat to peace and stability in the region, and they need to be resolved in a cooperative and equitable 

manner. 

Pollution can have a devastating impact on ecosystems. When pollution exceeds a certain threshold, it can cause 

the death of plants and animals, and the destruction of habitats. This can lead to a loss of biodiversity and 

ecosystem services, which are the benefits that ecosystems provide to humans. For example, the depletion of 

fisheries can lead to a loss of food and income for people who rely on fishing for their livelihood. The loss of 

forests can lead to soil erosion, flooding, and climate change. And the destruction of coral reefs can lead to a 

loss of tourism and coastal protection. These challenges are only going to get worse if we do not take action to 

change our current course. We have to address these challenges by reducing  our consumption of natural 

resources, increase Invest in renewable energy sources, Protect our forests and other natural ecosystems, 

Promote sustainable agriculture and food production, Reduce pollution. And Support policies that address 

climate change.  By taking these steps, we can help to ensure a sustainable future for our planet. The challenges 

facing the planet are daunting, but they are not insurmountable. We can take steps to reduce our consumption 

of resources, invest in renewable energy sources, protect our forests, and develop sustainable agriculture 

practices. By taking these steps, we can help to ensure a more sustainable future for our planet.  We can do to 

address water scarcity and pollution: Reduce our consumption of water, Recycle and reuse water, Treat 

wastewater before it is discharged into the environment ,Protect groundwater from pollution, Support policies 

that promote sustainable water management.  By taking these steps, we can help to ensure that everyone has 

access to safe drinking water and sanitation services. 

The scarcity of resources is a major problem in many parts of the world, and it is causing people to migrate in 

search of a better life. This is a problem for both developed and developing countries. In developed countries, 

the influx of migrants can put a strain on resources and services. For example, if a large number of people 

migrate to a country with a limited supply of housing, it can drive up the cost of rent and make it difficult for 

people to find affordable housing. Similarly, if a large number of people migrate to a country with a limited 

supply of jobs, it can lead to unemployment and social unrest. In developing countries, the migration of people 

can also have a negative impact. For example, if people migrate from rural areas to urban areas in search of 

jobs, it can lead to overcrowding and environmental problems. Additionally, if people migrate from one country 

to another, it can disrupt cultural and social norms. The problem of resource scarcity is complex and there is no 

easy solution. However, there are a number of things that has been initiated by world body  to address the 

problem. Such as : encouraging a development programme based on sustainable development,  reducing 

poverty, promoting peace and stability, and addressing the root causes of migration. It is important to remember 

that migration is not always a bad thing. In some cases, it can be a positive force for change. For example, 

migrants can bring new ideas and skills to their new communities. They can also help to boost the economy by 

starting businesses and creating jobs. However, it is important to manage migration in a way that minimizes its 

negative impacts. This means ensuring that migrants have access to basic services, such as education and 
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healthcare. It also means protecting the rights of migrants and ensuring that they are not exploited. By working 

together, we can address the problem of resource scarcity and create a more sustainable future for all.  

Conclusion:  

Global environmental problems are more complex than national problems because they transcend national 

boundaries. It is often impossible to rely on a common regulatory framework, economic policy, legal 

framework, or the authoritative powers of a national government to address these problems. Since no single 

authority can lay down and enforce appropriate policies, solutions to global environmental problems must rest 

on collaboration, persuasion, and negotiation among sovereign states. Some countries may have more pressing 

local problems and less money to solve them. Therefore, to secure action, the World Development Report of 

1992 suggested that rich countries may sometimes need to pay poor ones. Over the last fifty years, 

environmental issues have become increasingly prominent on the international agenda. The global community 

has taken a number of initiatives to address these problems, however, the challenges are daunting, but the global 

community is committed to finding solutions. Over the last fifty years, environmental issues have become 

increasingly prominent on the international agenda. The world community needs to act together to address 

environmental concerns. This is a global problem that requires a global solution. We need to put aside our 

differences and work together to protect our planet for future generations. 
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