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Abstract :

Violence against women has become an escalating global issue, transcending racial, ethnic, class, and
national boundaries. It presents itself as a perilous threat to individual women and a grave societal concern.
Customary practices in numerous countries infringe upon women's human rights, impacting millions across
diverse socio-economic and educational strata. This pervasive issue spans cultural and religious divides,
impeding women's full participation in society. Manifesting in various forms, from domestic abuse and rape to
early marriages and practices such as female circumcision, these acts deny women their most fundamental
human rights. Crime against women is not a recent phenomenon in Assam, as evidenced by available records of
social organization and family structures. These historical documents reveal a pattern of women enduring ill-
treatment, humiliation, torture, and exploitation. Instances of rape, abduction, and the brutal murder of women
recur throughout Assamese society. Unfortunately, literature on social issues and criminal violence has often
overlooked female victims, raising the question of why both the general public and academia have neglected
the harsh reality of continuous and ruthless exploitation of women in our society. The primary aim of this paper
Is to investigate the causes behind domestic violence against women in Assam and to assess the socio-economic
status of women in the region. By delving into historical perspectives and existing social structures, we seek to
comprehend the roots of violence against women and shed light on the factors contributing to the persistent
ignorance surrounding this critical issue. Understanding the underlying causes of domestic violence against
women is crucial for devising effective interventions. By examining the socio-economic status of women in
Assam, this paper aspires to contribute to the broader discourse on violence against women, urging society and
academia to confront and address this longstanding and deeply entrenched issue. Only through a comprehensive
understanding and collective efforts can we hope to eradicate the systemic violence that has persisted for far too
long in Assam and beyond.

Keywords: Empowerment, Violence, Women, Rights, Domestic, Discrimination

Introduction:

Domestic violence against women has emerged as a pervasive social issue in India, reflecting a distressing
global trend where one in every three women faces abuse within their own family. The struggle for equal rights
and liberties for women in India persists, overshadowed by deeply ingrained societal norms. The theoretical
concept of half of the body remains largely confined to literature, with a yawning gap between ideals and
practical implementation. This paper aims to dissect the multifaceted nature of domestic violence,
encompassing both psychological and physical dimensions, within the Indian context, with a specific focus on
Assam. Physical violence manifests as the use of force resulting in physical, sexual, or psychological harm,
encompassing actions such as beating, pulling, shoving, and other forms of aggression. In parallel,
psychological violence involves the intentional use of power, encompassing threats that can harm various
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aspects of an individual's life, from family and livelihood to physical, mental, spiritual, moral, or social well-
being. This extends to verbal abuse, bullying, harassment, intimidation, and threats. Various factors contribute
to the incidence of domestic violence. Family dynamics, the type of marriage, and the husband's education play
pivotal roles. Lifestyle choices such as smoking, alcoholism, and drug abuse contribute to an environment
conducive to domestic violence. Early marriages increase the vulnerability of women, while the sex of children,
property ownership, dowry, and employment status also shape the landscape of violence within households.

Violence against women is a global phenomenon, transcending status, class, age, caste, or religion. It
permeates all spheres of life, from home and school to the workplace, the streets, government institutions, and
even during times of conflict or crisis. This ubiquitous violence affects women throughout their lifetime,
impacting girls and older women alike. In Assam, the prevalence of domestic violence is escalating, affecting
both upper and lower Assam at an alarming rate. Domestic violence, characterized by physical, sexual, or
psychological harm inflicted on women by close associates through marriage, family ties, or acquaintances, is
deeply rooted in the socio-cultural fabric of society. The cycle of control extends from childhood through
marriage to the end of a woman's life. Specifically in Assam, domestic violence against unmarried females is
conspicuous in rural, semi-rural, and urban regions, occurring with alarming frequency. Marital rape, women's
destitution leading to trafficking and forced prostitution, compounds the state's challenges. This argument is
supported by an examination and analysis of cases based on secondary data, revealing the severity of the issues
at hand. By dissecting the dimensions and contextualizing domestic violence within the Indian and Assamese
framework, this paper seeks to contribute to a deeper understanding of the problem. The analysis underscores
the urgent need for comprehensive interventions to address the intricate web of factors contributing to domestic
violence against women, particularly in the unique socio-cultural landscape of Assam.

Violence against women stands as a paramount threat to gender equality and the realization of basic human
rights. This phenomenon is characterized by the application of force or the menacing use of threats by intimate
partners or family members, coercing women into submission. The spectrum of violence encompasses acts such
as choking, slapping, pushing, hitting, kicking, burning, or even stabbing. This pervasive issue has evolved into
an epidemic, systematically infringing upon the fundamental human rights of women across the globe.
Domestic violence, in particular, emerges as a ubiquitous problem, transcending geographical, cultural, class,
educational, and economic boundaries. Research consistently reveals its omnipresence in every country studied.
The present study delves into the specific context of domestic violence and its profound implications for the
human rights of women in India.

Women, constituting half of the global human population, have historically borne the brunt of societal
perceptions that label them as the weaker sex. Consequently, crimes against women, encompassing issues of
rape, molestation, freedom, and identity, have been subjects of extensive discourse and debate. Across the
world, the lives of millions of women are profoundly impacted by various forms of violence, spanning social,
psychological, political, cultural, economic, and educational dimensions. This pervasive issue traverses cultural,
economic, political, and religious boundaries, impeding women's full and equitable participation in society.

Objectives:

1. To study the Causes of Domestic Violence Against Women
2. Tostudy the Socio-Economic Status of Women in Assam

Methodology :

This study primarily relies on the compilation of secondary data sourced from various publications,
including newspapers, magazines, journals, research articles, the internet, and published records.

The study focuses on several cases highlighting different forms of domestic violence against women in
Assam, namely marital rape, dowry-related issues, destitution, challenges faced by single women, and the
plight of widows. These cases shed light on the multifaceted nature of abuse prevalent within households and
the broader societal impact.

Result and Discussion:

In a deeply distressing incident in Southern Assam's Karimganj district, a newly-wed woman was allegedly
raped by her husband and two friends within three days of her wedding. The horrifying assault unfolded when
the woman's family failed to meet the dowry demands, leading to a case being registered against the husband.
The heinous crime came to light when the victim, in critical condition, was admitted to a local hospital. While
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the husband has been arrested, the search is ongoing for the two co-accused friends. The victim, who bravely
filed the FIR, recounted that her husband had demanded gold jewellery as dowry, a demand unmet by her
family. Consequently, on April 17, a mere three days after her marriage, the husband and his two friends
allegedly raped her. The police swiftly responded to the complaint, arresting the husband and mobilizing efforts
to apprehend the two fugitive accomplices.

Simultaneously, Assam is grappling with an alarming surge in sexual assault cases against minors. Over the
past two months, at least 20 cases have been registered across the state. In a recent incident in Upper Assam's
Tinsukia district, a seven-year-old girl was allegedly raped by her neighbour. The accused, a 55-year-old, lured
the child to his house while her parents were away, leading to his arrest and a 14-day imprisonment. Another
distressing incident involved the molestation of an eight-year-old girl from the same area, resulting in the arrest
of a 22-year-old suspect. Child rights activists in Assam have expressed deep concern over the sudden surge in
sexual assault cases against minors. Miguel Das Queah, a child rights activist from Guwahati, highlighted the
economic and social disparities in Assam as major contributing factors. The state's lone center tracking cases
under the Prevention of Children Against Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, run by Queah and his team,
documented at least 20 cases in the last two months, marking a significant increase from the previous year.
Sunita Changkakati, Chairperson of the Assam State Commission for Protection of Child Rights, emphasized
the gravity of the situation, indicating that the commission had intervened in 18 cases within the first four
months of the year, compared to 18 cases throughout the entire previous year. The disturbing incidents in
Assam underscore the urgent need for comprehensive measures to address sexual violence against women and
minors. The rise in cases highlights the complex interplay of social and economic factors contributing to the
vulnerability of women and children. This calls for a concerted effort from law enforcement, policymakers, and
civil society to ensure justice, protect the rights of victims, and implement preventive measures to curb the
distressing trend.

Marital rape, colloquially known as spousal rape, is a form of non-consensual sexual activity wherein the
perpetrator is the spouse of the victim. This insidious act represents a convergence of partner rape, domestic
violence, and sexual abuse, exerting profound emotional and physical trauma on the victim that can surpass the
impact of assaults perpetrated by strangers. Remarkably, in several states, including Assam, the legality of
spousal rape remains a contentious issue, existing in a state of ambiguity that is often tacitly accepted. Within
the legal framework of Assam, the status of spousal rape occupies a nuanced and debated space. The
recognition and criminalization of such acts vary, creating an environment where spousal rape can persist
without clear legal consequences. This ambiguity may inadvertently contribute to a tolerance of marital rape,
fostering an environment where victims may find limited recourse within the legal system. Marital rape inflicts
a profound and enduring toll on victims, transcending the boundaries of mere physical violation. The emotional
trauma inflicted by such intimate betrayal within the sanctity of marriage can be uniquely devastating. Victims
often grapple with not only the violation of their bodily autonomy but also the erosion of trust within the
marital relationship. The long-term consequences of marital rape resonate in both the emotional and physical
spheres, underscoring the urgent need for societal acknowledgment and legal redress. In Assam, as in many
regions, the social tolerance of spousal rape adds another layer of complexity to the issue. Cultural norms and
societal expectations may contribute to the normalization or overlooking of such acts within the confines of
marriage. This societal backdrop, influenced by tradition and prevailing attitudes, can inadvertently perpetuate
an environment where spousal rape remains concealed and victims may hesitate to seek assistance. The intricate
interplay between legal ambiguities, emotional repercussions, and societal tolerance makes spousal rape a
highly complex and pressing issue in Assam. Addressing this multifaceted challenge requires not only a
reevaluation of legal frameworks but also a cultural shift that challenges ingrained norms and promotes a
society where marital rape is unequivocally condemned. This paper aims to shed light on the urgent need for a
comprehensive examination of the issue, emphasizing the imperative for legal clarity, societal awareness, and
support mechanisms for victims in the specific context of Assam. Marital rape, a distressing form of non-
consensual sexual activity within the confines of marriage, remains a pervasive but often unacknowledged issue
in Assam, as reflected in the harrowing cases presented. This essay delves into the experiences of victims and
the societal dynamics that perpetuate this form of abuse, emphasizing the critical importance of social
recognition over legal acceptance. The cases presented illustrate the grim reality faced by women in Assam. In
one instance, a housewife from Dibrugarh endured not only the horrors of marital rape but also faced additional
abuse due to dowry demands and the gender of her children. Tragically, she met a mysterious end, allegedly at
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the hands of her husband and in-laws. Another victim, a cook in a Kamrup district hostel, silently bears the
burden of marital rape, compounded by societal apathy and fear. The third case involves a teacher married to a
reputed doctor, highlighting that marital rape transcends economic status and education levels. In all cases, the
victims remain voiceless, trapped in a double dilemma of societal silence and lack of legal recognition. A
crucial observation emerges from these cases — the pervasive underreporting of marital rape in Assam. The
absence of social recognition compounds the difficulty for victims to share their experiences. The reluctance
stems from the societal perception that marital rape does not hold the same gravity as other forms of sexual
assault. This perception hampers victims from seeking support and redress, perpetuating their exploitation.
Contrary to expectations, economic independence alone does not shield women from the scourge of marital
rape in Assam. The cases of the private hostel cook and the school's assistant teacher demonstrate that women
across all classes bear the brunt of this form of abuse. Economic autonomy does not guarantee protection within
the confines of the home due to deeply ingrained cultural norms and societal taboos. Patriarchal norms, deeply
embedded in Assamese society, contribute to the perpetuation of marital rape. The belief that a husband
possesses inherent rights to unlimited sexual access to his wife stems from historical practices rooted in the
subordination of women. This warped perception allows for non-consensual sexual encounters within marriage
to occur with impunity, as highlighted in the analyzed cases.

The year 2022 witnessed a notable surge in criminal incidents in Guwabhati City, with murder and rape cases
reaching a concerning high. The Guwahati City Police report reveals a steady increase in murder cases over the
previous four years, reaching a peak of 72 cases in 2022. Similarly, incidents of rape also followed an upward
trajectory, recording 62 cases in 2022 compared to 60 in 2021 and 39 in 2020. Additionally, the prevalence of
dowry death cases saw an alarming spike in 2022, with 11 reported incidents, contrasting starkly with the two
cases documented in 2021. Guwabhati City reported 72 murder cases in 2022, marking the highest figure in the
past four years. The progression is evident when comparing the data for the years 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022,
which stood at 71, 52, 61, and 72 cases, respectively. This substantial increase highlights the need for a
comprehensive analysis of the contributing factors and the formulation of effective crime prevention strategies.
Similarly, rape cases experienced a notable surge in 2022, with 62 reported occurrences. This represents an
increase from the previous years, with 60 cases in 2021 and 39 cases in 2020. The rise in sexual assault
incidents emphasizes the urgency of addressing the root causes and implementing measures to ensure the safety
and well-being of the city's residents. The year 2022 saw a significant rise in dowry death cases, with 11
reported incidents, a stark contrast to the two cases recorded in 2021. Previous years also witnessed varying
numbers, with 6, 9, and 2 cases reported in 2018, 2019, and 2020, respectively. The sudden increase in dowry
death cases demands a closer examination of societal dynamics and legal frameworks surrounding these tragic
incidents. The statistical overview of crime in Guwahati City for the year 2022 reveals alarming trends in
murder, rape, and dowry death cases. This necessitates a concerted effort from law enforcement, policymakers,
and the community to understand the underlying factors contributing to these increases and devise effective
strategies for crime prevention and victim protection. Addressing the root causes and fostering a safer
environment for the residents of Guwahati City should be a priority in order to curb this concerning escalation
in criminal incidents.

Dowry, prevalent in certain regions, emerges not merely as a cultural practice but as a manifestation of
consumable greed within marital relationships. This essay delves into the profound impact of dowry on women,
particularly in areas with deeply entrenched patriarchal social structures, leading to economic and psychological
dependency. The resulting vulnerability leaves women susceptible to enduring continuous physical and
psychological trauma within the confines of marriage. In regions marked by patriarchal norms, women
experience economic and psychological dependence on male family members from a young age. This
dependency, ingrained since childhood, forms a significant barrier to breaking free from oppressive marriages.
The burden of dowry exacerbates this vulnerability, creating a coercive environment that subjects women to
sustained suffering. Women who are unable to provide dowry often face severe consequences, ranging from
physical abuse to the extreme of being burnt alive, with threats to their lives looming constantly. Despite
enduring such brutality, many women refrain from leaving their matrimonial homes due to a complex interplay
of factors, including economic dependency, fear of societal repercussions, limited knowledge about their rights,
lack of confidence, societal pressure, and the stigma associated with divorced or separated women. The social
structure, steeped in tradition, exerts significant pressure on women to endure domestic violence rather than
seeking refuge elsewhere. The fear of societal judgment, coupled with a lack of support structures and facilities,
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reinforces the cycle of silence and suffering. Moreover, the uncertain reception at their maternal homes deters
women from leaving abusive marriages, perpetuating their involuntary confinement. The essay also highlights
the inadequacy of governmental intervention in addressing the continuation of domestic violence. The absence
of robust legislation hampers the police administration's ability to take effective legal action against reported
domestic crimes. The failure of the government to safeguard women through legislative measures compounds
the challenges faced by those trapped in abusive relationships. Dowry, far from being a benign cultural practice,
becomes a conduit for perpetuating domestic violence within patriarchal structures. The entwined complexities
of economic dependency, societal pressures, and governmental inaction create a formidable barrier for women
seeking liberation from abusive marriages. This essay calls for a reevaluation of societal norms, legislative
reinforcement, and increased government vigilance to break the cycle of suffering and empower women to
assert their rights and dignity within the sanctity of marriage.

Domestic violence stands as a pervasive threat, often compelling victims to flee their homes in search of
safety. This essay sheds light on a distressing phenomenon where victims, predominantly female, find
themselves without refuge. The presented instances underscore the alarming reality wherein parents, despite
grave threats and attempts on the life of their daughters, compel them to return to abusive spouses, resisting
legal intervention. The cases outlined exemplify the deeply entrenched challenges faced by victims attempting
to escape domestic violence. Even in the aftermath of life-threatening incidents orchestrated by spouses or their
families, parents emerge as formidable obstacles, coercing their daughters to return to abusive husbands. This
perplexing dynamic raises crucial questions about the complex interplay of familial expectations, societal
pressures, and legal shortcomings in addressing domestic violence. A poignant aspect of domestic violence is
the absence of safe havens for victims seeking refuge from abusive homes. Females trapped in such dire
situations often find themselves with nowhere to go, exposing a critical gap in the support structures available
to those attempting to break free from cycles of abuse. This lack of safe alternatives contributes to the coerced
returns witnessed in the outlined instances. Compounding the dire circumstances, parents, perhaps motivated by
societal norms or cultural expectations, resist legal intervention on behalf of their daughters. Even in the face of
attempted murders or threats to life, the reluctance to involve the legal system raises fundamental questions
about the societal attitudes surrounding domestic violence and the complexities of familial dynamics. The
resilience exhibited by victims facing forced returns underscores the dire need for comprehensive legal
frameworks, robust support systems, and heightened societal awareness. The struggle to break free from
abusive relationships becomes an arduous journey, fraught with challenges at every turn. The instances
portrayed compel us to contemplate the societal obligations to protect victims and the imperative for legal
mechanisms to counteract familial resistance. Domestic violence, with its profound implications on victims'
lives, extends beyond the immediate threat to physical safety. The coerced returns depicted in the instances
illustrate the intricate web of familial expectations, societal pressures, and legal deficiencies that perpetuate
cycles of abuse. This essay calls for a reevaluation of societal norms, an expansion of safe havens, and a
reinforcement of legal mechanisms to empower victims and break the shackles of coerced returns, ensuring
their safety and dignity.

Single women grapple with significant challenges, frequently enduring violence and abuse, primarily due to
the societal perception that they represent an additional burden. This essay delves into the hardships faced by
single women, emphasizing their exclusion from familial property rights and the limited influence they wield in
family matters. Single women often find themselves ensnared in a web of societal prejudice, where their
unmarried status becomes a pretext for discrimination, violence, and abuse. This unwarranted stigma
contributes to their vulnerability, as they navigate a landscape that perceives them as burdens rather than
individuals with inherent rights and dignity.

A prevailing injustice faced by single women lies in their limited access to family property. The traditional
norms often deny them a rightful share, perpetuating economic dependency and hindering their financial
autonomy. This exclusion not only exacerbates their vulnerability but also reinforces the societal notion that
their contributions are undervalued. Single women's voices are often marginalized within the familial sphere,
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with their opinions and concerns routinely overlooked in decision-making processes. The lack of influence in
family matters denies them agency, hindering their ability to shape their living conditions and participate in the
broader familial narrative. The exclusion from property rights and limited say in family matters compounds the
economic dependence of single women. Stripped of financial autonomy, they face heightened challenges in
asserting themselves and securing a stable future. Moreover, societal dynamics perpetuate this vulnerability,
relegating single women to a marginalized status within their own households. The plight of single women,
marked by violence, property exclusion, and limited participation in family matters, underscores the urgent
need for societal reform. Recognizing the intrinsic rights and dignity of single women is paramount to
dismantling discriminatory practices and fostering a more inclusive, equitable society. This essay advocates for
a reevaluation of societal norms, legal frameworks, and cultural attitudes to uplift and empower single women,
ensuring they are no longer unjustly burdened and have a rightful place in all aspects of family life.

Widows, constituting a distinct group of women, find themselves disproportionately vulnerable to
exploitation within societal structures. This essay delves into the unique challenges faced by widows, shedding
light on the factors contributing to their heightened susceptibility and the urgent need for protective measures.
Widows often encounter social isolation, stemming from cultural norms and traditional beliefs that cast them as
symbols of misfortune. This isolation intensifies their vulnerability, as it limits their access to support networks
and exacerbates feelings of loneliness. Furthermore, the economic dependence that frequently accompanies
widowhood intensifies their precarious position, leaving them with limited resources to navigate their lives
independently. Cultural stigmas surrounding widowhood perpetuate discriminatory practices against this group
of women. Prevailing beliefs may subject widows to exclusion, ostracism, or even rituals that further
marginalize them within their communities. These cultural biases not only compromise their emotional well-
being but also hinder their integration into broader social frameworks. Legal frameworks often fall short in
safeguarding the rights of widows, leaving them susceptible to exploitation. In many instances, widows face
challenges in securing their rightful share of property or inheritance, making them vulnerable to economic
deprivation. The absence of robust legal protections perpetuates their vulnerability and limits their ability to
assert their rights. The cumulative effects of social isolation, economic dependence, and cultural discrimination
take a toll on the mental and physical health of widows. The emotional strain and limited access to healthcare
resources may lead to heightened stress, anxiety, and overall diminished well-being. This, in turn, perpetuates a
cycle of vulnerability that widows struggle to break free from. Widows, grappling with societal prejudices,
economic challenges, and legal inadequacies, represent a group of women acutely vulnerable to exploitation.
Addressing their unique needs requires a multifaceted approach that includes legal reforms, cultural shifts, and
targeted support systems. This essay underscores the pressing importance of recognizing the vulnerabilities
faced by widows and advocates for comprehensive measures aimed at mitigating their exploitation, promoting
their well-being, and fostering a more inclusive and equitable society.

Assam, for the fifth consecutive year, has earned the dubious distinction of having the highest rate of crime
against women in India, as per the latest National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) figures for 2021, released on
Monday. This concerning trend reveals a rate of crime against women in Assam at 168.3, surpassing the
national rate of 64.5. The data underscores the urgent need for comprehensive measures to address and curb the
escalating crime rates.

1. Crime Rates: In 2021, Assam reported a crime rate against women of 168.3, significantly higher than the
national rate of 64.5. Delhi came in second with a rate of 147.6, and Odisha followed closely with 137.8.

2. Charge Sheets: The rate of charge sheets filed in Assam for total cases in 2021 stood at 52.9%, notably
lower than the national rate of 77.1%. This emphasizes the need for an examination of the legal processes and
law enforcement strategies in the state.

3. Incidence Increase: Last year, Assam recorded 29,046 cases of crime against women, reflecting a
10.22% increase from 2020, when the state registered 26,352 cases. In 2019, the figure was 30,025, and in
2018, it stood at 27,687.
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4. Rape-cum-Murder/Gang Rape: In 2020, Assam reported 46 instances of rape-cum-murder/gang rape,
the second-highest in the country after Uttar Pradesh. This marked a significant increase from the 26 instances
recorded in 2021.

5. Specific Crimes: The state recorded 1,835 cases of rape in 2021, compared to 1,658 cases in 2020. Other
notable figures include 563 cases of attempted rape, 4,511 cases of assault with the intention of outraging
modesty, 198 dowry-related deaths, and nine cases of acid attacks on women.

A senior police officer suggests that the high numbers in Assam could be attributed to the proactive
reporting of cases by victims and the prompt registration of these cases by the police, unlike in some other
states where victims may face challenges in reporting crimes.

Experts, acknowledging the gravity of the situation, stress the need for increased awareness and sensitization
to bring down the crime rates. Chikimiki Talukdar, former chairperson of the Assam State Commission for
Women, emphasizes that addressing this issue will require concerted efforts and a sustained focus on education
and awareness initiatives.

The disturbing statistics from Assam highlight the urgent need for a comprehensive approach to address the
root causes of crime against women. This includes legal reforms, improved law enforcement strategies,
awareness campaigns, and sensitization programs. Tackling this complex issue requires a collective effort from
law enforcement, policymakers, and the community to create an environment where women feel safe,
protected, and empowered.

Domestic violence takes various forms, and economic abuse emerges as a significant manifestation with far-
reaching consequences. This essay explores the intricacies of economic abuse, examining both its causes and
the profound impact it has on familial relationships. The study unveils a spectrum of economic exploitation
tactics, shedding light on the diverse factors contributing to domestic violence. Economic abuse, rooted in
either objective or subjective dependency, encompasses several forms of exploitation. These include
obstructing a woman from seeking employment, coercing her to abandon existing employment, confiscating her
entire wage forcibly, compelling her to repeatedly bring funds from her parental family, and restricting her
autonomy in making financial decisions.

Causes of Domestic Violence:

Surveying women respondents exposed various factors contributing to domestic violence. These
encompassed parental failure to fulfill dowry obligations, reluctance to secure financial support from the
patriarchal family, unfulfilled promises made at the time of marriage, extramarital relationships, resistance to
sexual abuse, medical reasons affecting conception, recurrent birth of female children, spousal unemployment,
and an alcoholic husband. The multifaceted nature of these causes underscores that domestic violence is often a
result of a combination of factors rather than a singular root cause.

Impact on Intra-Family Relationships:

Domestic violence, particularly when inflicted by husbands or family members, fractures harmonious intra-
family relationships. The repercussions extend to the psychological well-being of children, who witness and
internalize the abuse, leading to a loss of respect for elders and relatives. The cycle of abuse, therefore,
perpetuates not only within the current generation but risks influencing subsequent ones.

Age Disparities and Regional Variances:

Analyzing age demographics reveals distinct patterns in the prevalence and nature of domestic violence.
Younger women, especially those married at an earlier age, are at a higher risk of physical abuse. Conversely,
older women, particularly those married later, are more susceptible to emotional violence. Regional variations
also surface, with physical violence more prevalent in rural lower-class and urban lower to middle-class
families, while emotional abuse tends to manifest prominently in urban and middle to upper-class households.

Economic Abuse and its Context:

Economic abuse intertwines with other forms of domestic violence, exhibiting a higher incidence in rural
areas and lower-class urban households. This underscores the intersectionality of abuse, emphasizing the need
for tailored interventions that address the complex web of factors contributing to economic exploitation in
diverse settings.
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Conclusion:

The study illuminates the pervasive nature of economic abuse within domestic settings, showcasing its
varied forms, causes, and far-reaching consequences. Addressing this complex issue necessitates a multifaceted
approach, encompassing legal frameworks, societal awareness, and support systems. By recognizing the
interconnectedness of economic abuse with other forms of domestic violence, interventions can be designed to
break the cycle and create environments that foster mutual respect, autonomy, and dignity within familial
relationships.
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