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Abstract 

Afghanistan being a landlocked country has a history of its soil being invaded several times and also providing a 

way to invade India. The rulers who ruled Afghanistan were based mostly on hierarchy and had close relatives as 

rivals with little threat from outside. However, what we see today as Afghanistan has its roots in the first Anglo-

Afghan war that broke out in 1839 with the British invasion, following a series of wars. Nevertheless, Afghanistan 

remained neutral in WWI and WWII but turned into a deck during the Cold War. The communist coup by the 

Soviet Union in 1979 led to the mobilisation of groups throughout the country against the new regime. The 

mobilisation led to the emergence of a group of Afghan Mujahideens also known as Islamic guerrilla fighters, 

composed of Pashtuns which was backed by the CIA and Pakistan’s ISI against the Soviet Union invasion. 

However, the various mujahideen resistance factions drove the nation into civil war after the Soviet Union 

withdrew in 1989 and lacked political cohesion among themselves, which paved the way for the Taliban's ascent. 

Keywords: Taliban, Afghanistan, U.S., Soviet Union 

Introduction  

The history of Afghanistan in the 20th century can be divided into 3 phases, 1901-1929, 1929-78, and 1978-

2001, respectively. After the passing of his father, Amir Habibullah, who conservatively ruled Afghanistan 

during the first phase, 1901–1929, Amanullah attempted to modernize the country (Barfield, 2010, pp. 50–55). 

The Musahiban brothers and their sons ruled Afghanistan during the second phase, from 1929 to 1978, which is 

hailed as a "golden age" and included the longest stretch of internal stability and peace in Afghanistan (Barfield, 

2010, pp. 55–60). The third phase, that is, 1978-2001 is the most complex, and a phase of war and anarchy. The 

Marxist People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) members carried out a bloody coup during this time, 

killing Daud Khan, and a socialist government was established (Barfield, 2010, p. 62). 
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After the 9/11 attack on the White House and World Trade Center in 2001, which was organized by the 

terrorist group Al-Qaeda, the United States launched its war on terror. The 9/11 attack became so significant 

because a world hegemon’s legitimacy was challenged by a non-state actor and human-guided missiles were 

used i.e., perpetrators were skilled, the concept of security changed (to border security), and it showcased global 

interconnectedness (around 3000 people from 29 different countries died) with terrorism becoming an 

international concern “(Heywood, 2011, p. 20).” George Bush Jr. stated, “Either you are with us or you are 

against us” and hence, the war on terror became a new driver “(Heywood, 2011, p. 45)” After Mullah 

Mohammed Omar, the leader of the Taliban, refused to hand over all of Al-Qaeda's top officials to the USA, the 

US decided to invade Afghanistan. On September 26, the USA's Central Investigation Agency (also known as 

the Jawbreakers) launched its operation in the hope that by cooperating with anti-Taliban forces, they could 

overthrow the government without using force.  

One of Afghanistan's partners with the anti-Taliban Pashtun in southern Afghanistan is the little-known tribal 

head, Hamid Karzai. Along with the CIA team, U.S. and British soldiers provided the Afghan forces with 

equipment, weaponry, and guidance. The US and the UK started bombing Taliban targets on October 7, 2001, 

marking the formal start of Operation Enduring Freedom. In October, fighters from the Northern Alliance started 

taking control of many towns that were previously under Taliban control. Even though they were cooperating 

with the United States, they defied its orders when they marched into Kabul, and the Taliban withdrew without 

engaging in combat. The Taliban government that had chosen Karzai to lead the nation temporarily was 

overthrown when forces led by Gul Agha from the south and Karzai from the north soon besieged Kandahar, 

the group's spiritual home. Some Taliban leaders fled to rural parts of Afghanistan, while others went to Pakistan 

“(Zucchino, 2021)” 

The search for Omar, Bin Laden, and Al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri began. The battle of Tora 

Bora in December 2001 brought the USA and Bin Laden very close before the US assassinated him in 2011 

(Timeline, n.d.). It was believed that he entered Pakistan with the assistance of Afghan and Pakistani forces, 

supposedly helping Americans. This led to wide criticism. Al-Qaeda rebuilt its headquarters in Pakistan's tribal 

regions, which form the nation's northwest border with Afghanistan, in the years that followed. In Pakistan's 

remote Balochistan region of the southwest Punjab Province, Taliban leaders Omar and his top lieutenants 

mostly settled in or near the city of Quetta. The last significant battle of the first phase of the war was fought in 

the eastern province of Paktia by American and Afghan forces as part of Operation Anaconda in March 2002 

against about 800 al-Qaeda and Taliban militants. Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Norway, and 

other nations also sent special operations forces to the conflict “(Afghanistan War | History, Combatants, Facts, 

& Timeline | Britannica, n.d.)” 

Reconstruction of Afghanistan 

U.S. and NATO efforts to route the Taliban coincided with an intensive effort to rebuild a failed state 

and establish a Western-style democracy in Afghanistan, which had already suffered two decades of war, first 
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under Soviet occupation in the 1980s and then under a civil conflict. The executive's prevailing belief in 2002 

was that the conflict was resolved. The immediate post-conflict reconstruction objectives of senior U.S. 

government officials began to be discussed. But they had to admit that complete reconstruction was even a 

remote possibility before they could set a timeline for it. “Bush had campaigned on a platform against U.S. 

involvement in nation-building activities and had opposed armed humanitarian actions previously taken by the 

Clinton administration” (SIGAR-19-39-LL.Pdf, n.d., p. 5). Weeks after 9/11, Deputy Secretary of Defence Paul 

Wolfowitz expressed concern that "if we don't set the bar too high," many Afghans "may be through with just 

basic food, medicine, and education programs" “(Creating Common Sense: Getting NATO to Afghanistan | 

SpringerLink, n.d.).” In policy guidance, Under Secretary of Defence Douglas Feith was blunter: “The U.S. 

shouldn't plunge into a nation-building project.” “(New Documents Detail America’s Strategic Response to 9/11, 

n.d.)  

As a result of a distaste for nation-building, a focus on counterterrorism, and a "light footprint approach" 

to the war, the initial years of the U.S. reconstruction effort were severely underfunded. With its government 

unable to defend its borders or protect its citizens, its schools closed, and food in short supply, a rustic region 

presented several difficulties that were not adequately addressed by available resources (AFTSS.Pdf, n.d., p. 

3,4,6,7). For rebuilding the nation's security forces, there weren't many resources initially available 

(DifferentKindofWar.Pdf, n.d.). The U.S. government was forced by short time horizons to plan for a small, 

sustainable force in Afghanistan (Sigar-17-62-Ll.Pdf, n.d., p. 5,6). According to a U.S. military official in charge 

of creating the Afghan National Army, American troops were supposed to leave by 2004. The force could not 

be expanded past Kabul due to a lack of time or interest. A 2002-starting initiative to increase police capacity 

under German leadership moved slowly in the interim. As a result, untrained officers associated with militias 

and strongmen are now in charge of local security outside of Kabul (Sigar-17-62-Ll.Pdf, n.d.). Possible design 

behind this: “Resources and commitments were so thin that U.S. military officials were nervous about building 

national security forces because they may “threaten the influence of regional warlords,” according to the 

identical U.S. military official” (U.S. Designates Afghanistan a Major Ally, Creates Defense Ties - CNN, n.d.). 

The ability of U.S. officials to make long-term plans was diminished in what would come to be a pattern due to 

a constant feeling of impending departure. According to former U.S. Special Envoy to Afghanistan James 

Dobbins, "When the new Afghan government was founded, the ministers who had been selected by the Bonn 

conference arrived, and what they got from the UN were one satellite phone and one car." Efforts to increase the 

capacity of Afghan civilian institutions were similarly underfunded (Top US Officials Knew the Afghanistan 

War Was Unwinnable and “Lied” - Costing $1 Trillion and 2,351 American Lives | Business Insider India, n.d.).  

Additionally, despite low funding levels, USAID made a significant effort to reach out to Congress, American 

citizens, and ultimately the Afghan people (Afghan-US Strategic Pact (Full Text) | PDF, n.d., p. 5). 

The National SC (NSC) decided to concentrate on the framework's enormous range of interests. In 2002, 

the NSC demanded that the organisation construct the Kabul to Kandahar leg of the Ring Road, overruling 

USAID Administrator Andrew Natsios' concerns (Afghan-US Strategic Pact (Full Text) | PDF, n.d., pp. 7–8). 

The main goal of the initiative was, according to a Department notification from late 2002, to address the fact 
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that "current [U.S. government] recreation projects are very nearly closing down as a result of the absence of 

funds” (The Aid and Reconstruction Agenda for Afghanistan, n.d.). To develop a programme outside of Kabul, 

the United States implemented its most iconic interagency Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) in 2002. By 

2003, the chief had acknowledged that country building was undeniable, and by 2005 it expanded finance to 

very fourfold what it had been in 2002 (U.S. Grants Special Ally Status to Afghanistan - The New York Times, 

n.d.).  

By 2004, the U.S. remaking spending had surpassed a sum comparable to 45 per cent of Afghan GDP, the upper 

scope of a country's hypothetical absorptive limit. There is broad agreement that help immersion is reached at 

or under 45% of GDP (SIGAR-19-39-LL.Pdf, n.d.), even though financial experts and help specialists disagree 

on where this edge lies (estimating it to be essentially as low as 15%). Early successes were achieved. There was 

an installation of a pro-Western government by the USA. The USA led to infrastructure development such as 

schools, and hospitals. Under Taliban rule, “women were prohibited from attending school and were primarily 

confined to their homes by the Taliban, but they went to college, entered the workforce, and served in Parliament 

and other governmental offices” after the US's deployment.  An independent press also emerged.  

Foreseeing how long a remaking mission could endure or which level of assets it could require could be 

full of activity. Few might have anticipated the U.S. government would be spending “billions of dollars” every 

year in Afghanistan for a very long time. However, evaluations of rejuvenation are not made in a vacuum; rather, 

policymakers take into account what the American public wants to hear. Not in the least did U.S. authorities 

misinterpret in straightness the time and assets expected to revamp Afghanistan, yet they likewise focused on 

their political inclinations for what Afghanistan's recreation ought to show up if, rather than what they could 

sensibly accomplish. Right off the bat in the conflict, U.S. authorities denied the mission assets important to 

make a difference and understood cutoff times made the assignment much harder (Afghanistan, n.d.). As security 

weakened and requests for contributors expanded, so did the strain to show progress. In the confused belief that 

a decision made in Washington could change the unadulterated science of mind-boggling Afghan organizations, 

power brokers, and networks challenged by the Taliban, U.S. authorities made a clear course of events. By plan, 

these “timetables disregarded conditions on the base and constrained” careless trade-offs in U.S. programs, 

making unreasonable motivating forces to spend rapidly and centre around transient objectives (US Spending in 

Afghanistan Fueled Rampant Corruption, Reports Say | The World from PRX, n.d.) rather than changing and 

improving, Afghan organizations and powerbrokers found approaches to co-pick the assets for their motivations, 

which just demolished the issues that these projects were intended to deal with. When U.S. authorities perceived 

that the course of events had misfired, they essentially tracked down better approaches to disregard conditions 

on the base. The Afghan government failed to control instability or perhaps prevent it from deteriorating, and 

troops and resources were drawn in as a result (America’s Longest War: A Timeline, n.d.). 

Nevertheless, "hundreds of millions of dollars in reconstruction" funding were either stolen or 

mismanaged due to a serious corruption issue. Because it did not see the existential threat that corruption posed 

to the reconstruction effort, the United States initially missed the opportunity to make anticorruption initiatives 
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a key component of its strategy as spending increased (The Afghanistan Papers Published by the Washington 

Post Pinpoint Corruption as the Source of Failure., n.d.). It would be years before the US recognised how much 

its out-of-control spending and weak supervision were fueling corruption. The necessities of the populace could 

not be met by the government. Its influence frequently waned outside of large cities (US Spending in Afghanistan 

Fueled Rampant Corruption, Reports Say | The World from PRX, n.d.). 

International attention has shifted to reconstruction and nation-building efforts in Afghanistan after the 

Taliban and al-Qaeda were ousted. As part of the "Marshall Plan" for Afghanistan, President Bush announced 

substantial financial assistance in April 2002 at the Virginia Military Institute. The U.S. government turned its 

attention from Afghanistan to Iraq, though development in Afghanistan failed to get the funding it needed from 

the start, $38 billion was approved by Congress for humanitarian and reconstruction purposes between 2001 and 

2009 (Afghanistan War | History, Combatants, Facts, & Timeline | Britannica, n.d.). 

Thus, the majority of the funds were used to prepare and train the Afghan security forces, and only a 

small portion of the total was used to support a nation that had consistently been near the bottom of international 

rankings for human development. The assistance program was also plagued by waste and confusion over who 

was responsible for driving lessons, health care, agribusiness, and other developing projects: civilians or military 

personnel. Despite the fact many U.S. allies had military obligations, the United States initially opposed allowing 

the other foreign powers, who were part of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), to advance past 

the Kabul region (Wright, 2006, p. 60). That choice was coordinated by the Pentagon, which demanded a "light 

impression" out of concern that Afghanistan would become a burden on American resources as attention turned 

to Iraq. The "provisos" of some nations prevented everyone but a small group of militaries from effectively 

engaging in the fight against the Taliban and al-Qaeda at the point when ISAF began to stray past Kabul. The 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), which led the force in the organization's most notable mission 

outside of Europe, was similarly constrained by a lack of troops even as the world praised its efforts to bring 

NATO troops to Afghanistan (Creating Common Sense: Getting NATO to Afghanistan | SpringerLink, n.d.).  

 In "Afghanistan," the United States consistently confronted the largest unknown force, and it "bore the heaviest 

misfortunes." By the spring of 2010, there had been over 1,000 US soldiers killed in Afghanistan, compared to 

300 British and 150 Canadian soldiers. Britain and Canada both stationed forces in the southern part of 

Afghanistan, where fighting had traditionally been intense. More than 20 other nations lost men in the fighting, 

but many of them—including Germany and Italy—opted to concentrate their forces in the north and west, where 

the insurrection was less strong. Many Western nations lost interest in the fight as it carried on and the number 

of casualties rose, which resulted in internal political pressure to either keep the troops safe or withdraw them 

(Shivamurthy, n.d., p. 44).  

 

Around that time, there were 8,000 U.S. troops in Afghanistan, and President Bush announced that "significant 

battle activities in Iraq have finished" while aboard a plane carrying the warship USS Abraham Lincoln. On 
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October 9, 2004, Afghanistan held its first majority rule election since the fall of the Taliban, with roughly 80% 

of registered voters ultimately choosing Karzai to serve as president for the full five-year term (20 Years after 

9/11, Jihadi Terrorism Rises in Africa, n.d.). 

Although the constitution gave Karzai considerable powers, he was generally seen as a weak leader who 

grew more and more disinterested as the battle went on. A few attempts were made on his life, one in September 

2004 including a rocket that almost destroyed the helicopter he was travelling in, and security issues mainly 

prevented him from leaving the formal royal residence in Kabul. Karzai's government was plagued with 

defilement, and the establishment of a public armed force and a police force was impeded from the outset by a 

dearth of foreign support and ethnic differences within the Afghan population (Q+A - Karzai Faces Wall of U.S. 

Pressure to Govern Better | Reuters, n.d.). 

US’s withdrawal after 20 years: 

The U.S. government and the Taliban agreed on a plan outlining the withdrawal of American troops from 

Afghanistan in February 2020, following an extension of direct negotiations. According to the agreement, the 

US pledged to reduce its military presence to 8,500 in 135 days and to end it completely in 14 months or less 

(U.S.-Taliban Deal: India Should Chalk-out a New Strategy – OPED COLUMN, n.d.). The Taliban then pledged 

to prevent a region under its influence from being used by mental aggressor gatherings and to engage in dialogue 

with the Afghan government. No power armistice, however, was established. With a brief lull in its brutality, 

the Taliban quickly resumed its attacks on Afghan security forces and everyday citizens. Direct negotiations 

between the Afghan government and the Taliban started quite some time after the settlement, around the 

beginning of March 2020, and withstood various delays, but ultimately made little headway. In 2020 and 2021, 

violence spread throughout Afghanistan as the US intensified airstrikes and ground operations against the 

Taliban. The Taliban also increased their presence in certain provinces while pursuing the Afghan government 

and security forces. 

In April 2021, President Joe Biden expressed that US troops would leave Afghanistan by September 

2021. Though the U.S. had continuous peace talks with the Taliban, however, it bore no fruits as the Taliban 

started attacking the Afghan national defence security forces camps and posts and started acquiring land as 

quickly as possible. In May 2021, the US military sped up the troop departure (Afghanistan’s Taliban, US Sign 

Agreement Aimed at Ending War | Taliban News | Al Jazeera, n.d.). Toward the finish of July 2021, the US had 

finished almost 95% of its withdrawal, with just 650 soldiers to shield the US consulate in Kabul (Roughly 650 

Troops to Stay in Afghanistan after Withdrawal: Report | The Hill, n.d.).  

The Taliban continued its aggressive tactics in the late spring of 2021, targeting areas under government control 

and securing control of numerous boundary crossings. In early August, the Taliban launched direct attacks on 

multiple cities, including Herat in the west and Kandahar in the south. (U.S.-Taliban Deal: India Should Chalk-

out a New Strategy – OPED COLUMN, n.d.). August 6, 2021, saw the Taliban seize control of the capital of the 

southern Nimruz Province, which was the first state to collapse. "Common capitals started to fall quickly" after 
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that. Kabul was the only major city in government control after the Taliban swiftly took over ten cities, with the 

exception of Jalalabad in the east and Mazar-I-Sharif in the north (At Least 20 Deaths in Last Week during Kabul 

Airport Evacuation Effort -NATO Official | Reuters, n.d.). Taliban soldiers invaded the capital on August 15, 

2021, forcing Afghan President Ashraf Ghani to flee the country and causing the Afghan government to collapse. 

The Taliban announced shortly after that they had taken control of the city, had entered the official castle, and 

were setting up watch points to maintain security (US Withdrawal Prompted Collapse of Afghan Army: Report 

| News | Al Jazeera, n.d.).  

“The speed of the Taliban's regional gains and breakdown of both the ANDSF and Afghan government 

amazed U.S.” authorities and partners — as well as, supposedly, the actual Taliban — regardless of prior 

knowledge evaluations of the circumstance on the ground (Remarks by President Biden on the Way Forward in 

Afghanistan | The White House, n.d.). The speed of the Afghan “government's breakdown” undermines a mass 

departure of “displaced people from Afghanistan and has exacerbated” a generally critical philanthropic 

emergency (Biden Announces Full U.S. Troop Withdrawal From Afghanistan by Sept. 11 > U.S. Department of 

Defense > Defense Department News, n.d.). The Taliban's re-visitation of force comes very nearly 20 years after 

a U.S.- drove crusade dismissed the gathering because it held onto the global Islamist unfamiliar terrorist 

association Al Qaeda, which circulated the 9/11, 2001, assaults. The fear strikes against the US denoted the 

beginning of a fresh-out-of-the-box new time, driven by political ideation presently called the 'battle against 

dread,' saw the greatest preparation of Western strength since the “Second fighting as military missions were 

sent off in Afghanistan and Iraq” trailed by secretive fights dread gatherings across the globe.  

The removal of the 9/11-instigating Islamist terror group Al-Qaeda was viewed over these 20 years as 

the all-encompassing solution to "win" the US-led conflict against psychological warfare. When the US located 

and killed Osama bin Laden in Abbottabad, the heart of Pakistan's military infrastructure, in 2011, much of this 

speculation came to an end after an 11-year search (The Last Days of Osama Bin Laden - WSJ, n.d.). Abbottabad 

is where the Pakistani military is based. 

The rise and (undeniable) collapse of the so-called Islamic State in Iraq and Syria over the past few years, 

however, indicates that psychological warfare has only recently evolved "over this period and become more 

open" (20 Years after 9/11, Jihadi Terrorism Rises in Africa, n.d.). In September 1996 the Taliban overthrew 

the government and turned Afghanistan into an Islamic emirate. The US launched an invasion in response to the 

September 11, 2001 attacks, and the Taliban retook control of Kabul in September 2021, reestablishing its 

emirate (Hamas Congratulates Taliban on Afghan Takeover- The New Indian Express, n.d.).  

A large part of the Taliban's authority is been endorsed by the overall association or the US in some 

structure — four individuals inside the gathering's new guardian bureau have spent time in jail in “Guantanamo 

Bay,", which is somewhat now being utilized as a respectable symbol by the Taliban; and on the whole, the 

bureau individuals have “US$20-million worth of bounties on them” pronounced by the US (Inside Look at 

Taliban All-Male Cabinet: Minister Wanted by FBI, with a Bounty on His Head | World News - Hindustan 
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Times, n.d.). This timetable of the Afghan conflict, as silly as it looks and seems, is expected to have huge results 

locally, with its nearby impacts felt in South Asia and the long run across the world. US Senator Lindsay Graham 

as of late surveyed that Washington would get back to Afghanistan, taking into account the bungled way the 

superpower pulled out from the contention zone (Lindsey Graham: United States ‘Will Be Going Back’ into 

Afghanistan - The Washington Post, n.d.).  

The worldwide jihadist fears of danger's maintainability regardless of many years of counterterror measures, 

going from unmistakable to incognito, genuinely plays out the platitude that philosophies can't be bested just by 

utilizing weapons and bombs, however, firearms and bombs are additionally used to encourage extremist belief 

systems much further (What Is the Taliban? The Islamist Group Wants Control of Afghanistan - The Washington 

Post, n.d.). Nonetheless, because the globe pushes ahead into a problematic phase of counter-terrorism, a critical 

degree of reflection on the past is expected to course address the actual ideation of the 'battle on dread,' which 

was driven by an automatic response inside the result of 9/11 as opposed to having a far-reaching diagram on 

what should have been accomplished (Afghanistan Under the Taliban - Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace, n.d.). While this did, to some extent, lessen the dependence of certain groups, such as al-Qaeda, it also 

strengthened the hand of other state performers, such as Pakistan, which uses Islamist ideology as a political tool 

in theatres of operations like Afghanistan in exchange for access, support, economic gain, and other benefits 

rather than dismantling the fear structure within its borders. Without question, India's influence on Kabul will 

remain a crucial element for Islamabad. When assessing the consequence of the currently quickly increasing and 

advancing Islamist psychological oppression menace, three viewpoints are taken into account: key, strategic, 

tactical, and political (Taliban Ban on Idolatry Makes a Country Without Faces - The Washington Post, n.d.).  

The actual system of counterterrorism, driven by a thought of interventionism, needs a revamp. States 

that are forced to bear such reasoning “from Western powers — Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Libya, and others — 

are today home to one” yet numerous radical and dread developments. Be that as it may, a path of bombed states 

made by counterterror reasoning and activities over a few decades represents a considerably greater test than 

tackling past ones (How Afghanistan’s Militant Groups Are Evolving Under Taliban Rule, n.d.).  

President Joe Biden's shortsightedness was the driving force behind the accelerated US withdrawal, 

which led to the beheading of institutions like the Afghan Air Force, a crucial component of the fight against the 

Taliban (Afghanistan: Biden to Announce Withdrawal of US Troops September 11 - CNNPolitics, n.d.). 

Expansive points, or no points — as many records have featured was the situation in Afghanistan — especially 

after 2011, have prompted a repeating struggle that in the long run succumbed to the “Taliban having the 

watches, while Western powers were limited by expanding deficiency of time.” 

After all international forces departed Afghanistan, the government was toppled, and the Taliban took complete 

control of the country, the situation there underwent a dramatic shift. On August 31, 2021, a clearance procedure 

was added to the final evacuation of US and NATO forces, which had been postponed due to Taliban victories 

(US Withdrawal Triggered Catastrophic Defeat of Afghan Forces, Damning Watchdog Report Finds | 
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Afghanistan | The Guardian, n.d.). A total of 123,000 ordinary citizens were airlifted out of the Kabul airport 

under turbulent conditions. The all-around unsafe helpful circumstance crumbled further in the last part of the 

year because of the contention, dry spell, COVID-19 and a monetary emergency exacerbated by the suspension 

of an unfamiliar guide, “the freezing of government resources,” and global assent against the Taliban (‘Overdue’: 

Biden Sets Aug. 31 for US Exit from Afghanistan | AP News, n.d.).  
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