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Abstract 

The Magic of the Lost Temple by Sudha Murty is a novella based on the story of a young girl who seeks to 

solve the secrets of an ancient temple. The story unfolds with an exciting combination of mystery and 

exploration, over the background of an innocent girl’s quest to solve a secret of an old temple. In the end, the 

story serves as an example of the transforming power of narrative, serving as a constant reminder of the value 

of morality and compassion in navigating life’s path. By doing this, adolescents not only deepen their 

comprehension of literature but also acquire vital life skills that enable them to compassionately and 

confidently handle the challenges of everyday life. 
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The Adventure Tale: The Magic of the Lost Temple by Sudha Murthy is more than just an engaging story with 

a wealth of moral lessons constructed throughout the novella. The narratives develop with an exciting 

combination of mystery and exploration, of an innocent girl’s quest to solve the secrets of an old temple. 

Murthy invites readers to travel on a deep journey of self-discovery as she deftly examines themes of bravery, 

friendship, and 

determination using the protagonist’s adventures. 

In Sudha Murty’s other work, Grandma’s Bag of Stories, specifically in the story The Kingdom of Fools, the 

acquisition of knowledge through wisdom, exploration, society, and various forms of learning is evident 

through the character named as Rehmat Chacha and through the lines of the character, ‘Rehmat Chacha, 

you must be very intelligent. You know so much about farming, fishing, stories and so many other things,’ 

Meenu. But Rehmat Chacha did not agree. ‘No, not really. There is plenty I still don’t know. In fact, one can 

never stop learning. Knowledge is the only thing it’s good to be greedy about. (The Kingdom of Fools 113) 

Readers are welcomed by an intricate web of values which will strike an emotional connection with audiences 

of all ages as they dig deeper into the heart of this captivating story. Murthy’s skill as a storyteller is evident 
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as she skillfully interweaves moral teachings throughout the storyline, inspiring readers to consider ageless 

qualities like compassion, empathy, and honesty. She promotes important life lessons that go beyond the 

book’s pages and have a lasting impact on the reader’s hearts and minds throughout the struggles and victories 

of the characters. In the end, The Magic of the Lost Temple serves as an example to the transforming power of 

narrative, serving as a constant reminder of the value of morality and compassion in navigating life’s path. 

Readers are taken on an intriguing literary trip by means of the multifaceted group of people in Sudha Murty’s 

The Magic of the Lost Temple, each of them has a unique lesson to offer. The heroine of the story, Nooni, is a 

lively character whose travels teach her the priceless lessons of integrity, tenacity, and empathy. Many young 

readers will recognize Nooni’s journey of self-discovery as she navigates the obstacles in her road. By means 

of her experiences, Sudha Murty effectively demonstrates the significance of honesty and determination, 

urging readers to accompany Nooni on her journey in search of knowledge and clarity. 

Bhavya’s The Adventure of Four Friends explores the same adventurous concept. It emphasizes the value of 

perseverance and unity. A group of four friends travelled to the forest seeking adventure, to enjoy nature's 

beauty, and to get away from the dangers of the forest. They were brave and never abandoned each other 

when they encountered obstacles in the wilderness. The companions explore the woodland, demonstrating the 

human yearning to explore and the beauties of nature. They come upon a cave and a river, emphasizing the 

excitement of exploring unknown settings. Their conversation with a boy emphasizes communication 

challenges and the significance of recognizing diverse cultures. These themes encourage adventure, curiosity, 

and the desire to learn. 

The sensible and gentle Medha, whose life lessons and deeds of compassion stand as beacons of light in the 

shadow of uncertainty, goes with Nooni on her world-changing adventure. She provides insightful advice. 

I am knitting a small hanging purse. I saw the design in a book. It’s going to come out very nicely. ‘Where did 

you learn to knit?’ ‘We have a weekly arts 

and crafts class in my school. Our teacher teaches us knitting, hand embroidering and needlework. I just love 

her class!’ A comfortable silence fell between the two girls as Medha continued to knit and Nooni watched in 

fascination. (The Magic of the Lost Temple 33) 

As an inspiration to Nooni and readers alike, Mahadeva’s presence in The Magic of the Lost Temple reflects 

the structure of the mentor character. She provides insightful advice. Furthermore, Mahadeva, Nooni’s faithful 

friend, symbolizes the bravery and loyalty needed to overcome life’s obstacles. In The Magic of the Lost 

Temple, Mahadeva embodies the quintessential mentor figure, guiding Nooni with unwavering support and 

wisdom. His pivotal role extends beyond mere guidance; he serves as a beacon of courage and loyalty, 

exemplifying the qualities necessary to surmount life's challenges. 

When Mahadeva shouts from a distance, encouraging Nooni to embrace the challenge of learning to cycle, his 

words resonate with more than just practical advice. They carry the weight of encouragement and reassurance, 

instilling in Nooni the confidence she needs to overcome her fears. As he assures her that Medha’s cycle is 

perfectly suited for her, Mahadeva emphasizes that success in learning to cycle lies not in the size of the 

bicycle, but in mastering the delicate art of balance. Mahadeva’s actions speak volumes about his 

commitment to Nooni’s journey. As he steadies the bicycle from the back, ensuring her safety and preventing 

any potential mishaps, he symbolizes the unwavering support that mentors provide. His presence is a constant 

reminder that, no matter how daunting the task may seem, Nooni is not alone in her endeavors. 

Moreover, Mahadeva’s loyalty shines through in his willingness to stand by Nooni’s side, even in the face of 

uncertainty. His unwavering belief in her abilities serves as a source of strength, motivating her to push past 

her limitations and embrace the challenges that lie ahead. In essence, Mahadeva transcends the role of a mere 

mentor; he becomes a symbol of resilience, bravery, and unwavering friendship. Through his guidance and 

unwavering support, Nooni learns not only how to ride a bicycle but also how to navigate the twists and turns 
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of life with courage and determination. 

As we can see from the narrative of Sudha Murty’s character, Mahadeva’s beliefs, acts, and dedication to 

Nooni, 

‘The most important thing about learning to cycle is getting the balance right,’ said Mahadeva. The size of the 

cycle doesn’t matter much. Now, hold the handlebar and start peddling. I will hold the carrier from the back 

so that I can keep the cycle in place and you won’t crash to the ground. Don’t be scared, Nooni. You will be 

fine. This is an open space, and you won’t hit anyone. (34) 

Sudha Murty highlights the importance of friendship and tenacity in conquering adversity because of 

Mahadeva’s continuous support. Their journey through The Magic of the Lost Temple, Nooni, Medha, 

Mahadeva, Amit and Anand serve as a moving illustration of the transformational power of literature to 

transmit timeless principles and everlasting knowledge 

to readers of all ages. A complex embroidery of moral ideals that strikes a deep chord with readers is 

presented in Sudha Murty’s The Magic of the Lost Temple, where themes of honesty, tenacity, empathy, and 

thankfulness are skillfully woven together. As the story progresses, the idea of honesty becomes evident, as 

demonstrated by Nooni, the main character, who remains true to herself while facing temptation and lies. As 

an indicator of moral strength, Nooni’s dedication to the truth encourages readers to stick to their own values 

in the face of extreme adversity. 

Nooni and her fellow travelers Amit, Medha, and Anand set off on an exploring voyage, driven by their thirst 

for knowledge and need for adventures. Nooni’s childhood in the bustling metropolitan area of Bangalore 

stands in direct opposition against the scenic beauty of her grandparents’ village, where she seeks peace 

outdoors and longs to explore the undisturbed countryside. Despite Aiji’s questions, Nooni’s drive to travel 

outside her comfortable surroundings stays unwavering, representing her fundamental curiosity and 

perseverance. Her careful preparation, which includes the packing of a full emergency kit, illustrates both her 

practical character and her awareness of the possible hazards of their adventure. 

Nooni went to the room to get her backpack. She checked her emergency kit— it had her cell phone, a torch, 

a folding stick, binoculars, a matchbox, a candle, a hat, an umbrella, a notepad and a pen, a small towel, wet 

wipes and a small first-aid kit given by her father. She always carried the box whenever she had an outdoor 

activity planned. Sometimes, her friends made fun of her, but she didn't care. She knew it was important. (92) 

Nooni and her companions learn about the environment by means of conversations with native flora and 

fauna, such as woodland mangoes and the timid royal flower. Mahadeva picked one of them up. ‘This is a 

forest mango,’ he said. ‘How do you know?’ asked Nooni. 

(93) Murthy’s story emphasizes the value of embracing inquiry, appreciating the natural world, and valuing 

the fellowship of comparable souls on the path to discovering themselves. 

Mahadeva saw a plant with tiny, delicate pinkish flowers in their path. she stepped on it. Suddenly, the 

leaves of the plant shrank and folded inward. ‘This plant is called the shy princess of the forest,’ said Medha, 

who was right behind her. ‘I have seen many such plants in school,’ added Anand. ‘The biological name for 

the plant is mimosa pudica,’ said Amit. (93) 

Bhavya, in her creation, also emphasizes the value of children’s discovery through the 

lines, 

“Friends shall we go to the forest which will be so adventurous.” “I love adventure”, said Arun. “I too like it”, 

said Rajesh. “Let us go to the forest tomorrow morning. Go pack and have a good sleep. Tomorrow is going 

to be a big day”, said Kira. All went to their home and slept. (The Adventure of Four Friends) 

Nooni’s journey from a city resident to an adventurous adventurer showcases interest, 

durability, and flexibility. The story emphasizes wisdom, respect for nature, and knowledge 

passed down through generations, while also educating Nooni about her role in the natural world. They were 

embarking on a daring expedition to excavate the remains of a stepwell. 
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There was a cave-like structure with a small opening ahead of them. Nooni said, ‘We can’t do this by 

ourselves, Mahadeva. Let’s widen the hole on the top so Amit, Anand and Medha can also get in.’ Nooni said 

happily, 

‘We saw a beautifully carved pillar and I bet there are more of them.’ In time the excavation 

team, uncovered more steps and pillars, but the most exciting discovery was that of the small temples 

between the pillars (103) 

Despite her early concerns, she appears as an ideal commander, rallying her companions around the mission. 

Their voyage is characterized by solidarity, tenacity, and the thrill of discovering things illustrating the spirit 

of adventure and cultural preservation. 

Nooni’s connection with her family, notably her grandfather, focuses on trust, independence, and information 

sharing. 

Furthermore, Nooni’s unwavering search for information and the truth serves as a stunning illustration of the 

novel’s subject of endurance. Nooni embodies the strength and drive necessary to navigate life’s adversities as 

she perseveres in her mission despite encountering many challenges and disappointments. Her experience 

serves as a potent reminder to readers that overcoming hardship and realizing one’s dreams need tenacity. 

Additionally, empathy emerges as a cornerstone of human connection throughout the narrative, as characters 

demonstrate compassion and understanding towards one another. The tale emphasizes the need of empathy in 

building lasting connections and overcoming gaps between people because of instances of compassion and 

empathy. 

Gratitude blossoms throughout the story, urging readers to treasure life’s bounties and other people’s 

compassion. Acts of thankfulness abound in Nooni’s journey as she comes to understand the wonder of the 

universe and the kindness of those who have impacted her life. Essentially, The Magic of the Lost Temple by 

Sudha Murty is a moving examination of moral principles, revealing the subtleties of truthfulness, 

determination, as well as compassion, and thankfulness under the perspective of Nooni’s life-changing 

experience. 

Readers are inspired to consider their own ideals and beliefs by her experiences, and they will find motivation 

to live honorable, resilient, compassionate, and appreciative lives. Sudha Murty skillfully demonstrates with 

the help of Nooni’s journey the value of patience as an essential quality that helps people to overcome 

challenges and accomplish their objectives, lighting the route towards personal growth and fulfilment. 

In The Magic of the Lost Temple, by Sudha Murty, instructors, grandparents, and teachers can find a gripping 

story to help young readers develop moral principles. Readers are given the chance to critically examine 

decisions and their effects through Nooni’s interactions with a variety of people and situations. Murty 

effectively combines themes of endurance, honesty, and friendship, giving teachers a wealth of resources to 

encourage moral thought and critical thinking in the students they teach. 

The way that The Magic of the Lost Temple depicts the decisions made by characters and their effects is one of 

its most important features. Readers are given painful instances to consider by Nooni’s actions, which differ 

from facing danger to explore hidden mysteries to showing generosity to strangers. By use of captivating 

activities like diary prompts, role- playing exercises, and group discussions, instructors may foster significant 

dialogues centered on these subjects. Through examining the similarities between Nooni’s life events and 

their own, students are motivated to investigate timeless principles like honesty, compassion, and courage. By 

doing this, adolescents not only deepen their comprehension of literature but also acquire vital life skills that 

enable them to compassionately and confidently handle the challenges of everyday life. 

The story by Sudha Murty proves to be an effective instrument for teaching educational principles, showing 

how literature may act as a bridge to academic and moral development. Sudha Murthy’s captivating narrative, 

The Magic of the Lost Temple, invites 

readers on a transforming journey lighted by a beacon of moral insight. Throughout the pages of this 
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compelling novel, we encounter eternal truths that impact across generations. Through the travels of the main 

character Nooni, we become aware of the timeless principles of integrity, tenacity, compassion, and 

thankfulness. 

When we travel beside Nooni, we are encouraged to reflect on these characteristics and consider their 

application in our own lives. Murthy’s story provides a tragic reminder that moral greatness is a never-ending 

journey—one that we may begin with a new purpose and drive. Through the written words of The Magic of 

the Lost Temple, readers are motivated to fully embrace these characteristics, improving both our own and the 

existence of others around us. 
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