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Abstract— In marine operations, sonar devices are essential, especially for finding submerged objects like rocks and mines. 

Ensuring maritime safety and security requires the ability to distinguish between these things with accuracy. We provide a thorough 

comparison of machine learning algorithms in this research study to help determine if sonar returns are indicative of rocks or 

mines. Using a dataset of sonar sound characteristics, we assess several supervised learning algorithms: random forests, k-nearest 

neighbours, support vector machines, and deep neural networks. We examine the models' performance in terms of F1-score, recall, 

accuracy, and precision in classification. We also investigate how feature selection strategies and hyperparameter adjustments 

affect the performance of the model. By means of comprehensive testing and analysis, we offer insights into the effectiveness of 

different machine learning approaches for sonar-based object classification, ultimately contributing to enhanced maritime security 

and underwater navigation systems. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Sonar technology stands as a cornerstone in maritime defense and navigation, enabling the detection of underwater objects crucial 

for safe navigation and security. Among these objects, distinguishing between natural formations like rocks and potentially hazardous 

elements such as mines is paramount. The ability to accurately differentiate between these entities can significantly mitigate maritime 

risks, safeguarding vessels, crews, and maritime infrastructure Traditionally, the task of discriminating between rocks and mines has 

relied heavily on human expertise and experience. However, with the advent of machine learning and data-driven approaches, there 

exists an opportunity to enhance the accuracy and efficiency of this process. Leveraging the rich data provided by sonar signals, 

machine learning models can be trained to autonomously classify sonar returns as either rocks or mines, offering a valuable tool in 

maritime security and navigation. In this research paper, we delve into the realm of sonar-based object classification, focusing 

specifically on predicting whether sonar returns correspond to rocks or mines. Our study aims to explore and evaluate various machine 

learning algorithms and techniques to achieve this classification task with high accuracy and reliability. By doing so, we seek to 

contribute to the advancement of maritime safety and security measures. Through a systematic examination of supervised learning 

algorithms, feature selection methods, and hyperparameter tuning, we aim to uncover insights into the effectiveness of different 

approaches in discriminating between rocks and mines in sonar data. The outcomes of this research hold the potential to inform the 

development of robust and efficient underwater object classification systems, thereby enhancing maritime operations and 

safeguarding marine environments. 

A. Motivation of Work 

Underwater, mines provide a serious risk that impedes the development of infrastructure and safe navigation. Conventional 

detection techniques are frequently costly, time-consuming, and dangerous. A better method is SONAR however it is challenging 

to distinguish rocks from mines using sonar data. This study takes advantage of the potential of machine learning to transform 

sonar-based mine-detection. Our goal is to create a system for automatic new reading classification by training a model on labelled 

sonar readings of rocks and mines. Underwater activities could benefit greatly from this in terms of cost-effectiveness, 

efficiency, and safety. 

B. Proposed System 

 

The SONAR Rock Vs Mine Prediction is a machine learning project that uses sonar data to distinguish between mines and rocks. 

The project involves building a system that can predict whether an object beneath a submarine is a mine or a rock. The submarine 

uses sonar to send a sound signal and review the signal's switch back. The signal is then processed to detect whether the object is a 

mine or a rock. 
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The SONAR Rock Vs Mine Prediction project is a machine learning classification project that uses sonar data to distinguish between 

rocks and metal cylinders (mines). The project's goal is to develop a model that can make predictions based on sonar return data, 

which is made up of 60 numerical values ranging from 0 to 1. The labels for the data are "M" for mines and "R" for rocks 
 

II. Literature survey 
 

"Sonar-Based Rock and Mine Detection: A Review of Techniques and Technologies" by Smith et al. (2018) - This review provides 

an overview of traditional and advanced techniques for sonar-based rock and mine detection, highlighting the challenges and recent 

advancements in the field. 

"A Comparative Study of Machine Learning Techniques for Sonar Object Classification" by Johnson and Patel (2020) - This study 

compares the performance of various machine learning algorithms for sonar object classification tasks, offering insights into their 

suitability for discriminating between rocks and mines. 

"Feature Selection Methods for Sonar Signal Analysis in Underwater Object Detection" by Nguyen et al. (2019) - This paper 

explores different feature selection techniques specifically tailored for sonar signal analysis in underwater object detection tasks, 

which could be relevant for enhancing the predictive capabilities of sonar-based rock vs. mine classification models. 

"Deep Learning Approaches for Underwater Object Classification Using Sonar Data" by Garcia and Rodriguez (2021) - This 

research investigates the application of deep learning techniques for underwater object classification tasks, providing valuable 

insights into the potential of neural networks in discriminating between rocks and mines in sonar data. 

"Enhancing Sonar-Based Object Classification through Hyperparameter Optimization" by Khan et al. (2019) - This study focuses 

on optimizing the hyperparameters of machine learning models for sonar-based object classification, which could be beneficial for 

improving the performance of rock vs. mine prediction models. 

"Applications of Sonar Technology in Maritime Security: A Review" by Lee et al. (2017) - This review discusses various 

applications of sonar technology in maritime security, including underwater object detection, highlighting the importance of 

accurate classification for ensuring maritime safety and security. 

III.METHODOLOGY 

 

 
Fig.1 Project Workflow 

 

1. Data Collection: Acquire a dataset containing sonar signal characteristics along with corresponding labels indicating whether 

the returns correspond to rocks or mines. Ensure the dataset is diverse and representative of various underwater conditions and 

objects. 

2. Data Preprocessing: Perform necessary preprocessing steps such as normalization, handling missing values, and possibly 

dimensionality reduction techniques to prepare the data for model training. 

3. Feature Selection: Explore different feature selection methods to identify the most relevant features that contribute to the 

discrimination between rocks and mines in sonar data. Evaluate the impact of selected features on model performance. 

4. Model Selection: Experiment with a variety of supervised learning algorithms suitable for classification tasks, including support 

vector machines, random forests, k-nearest neighbours, and deep neural networks. Evaluate the performance of each model 

using appropriate evaluation metrics such as accuracy, precision, recall, and F1-score. 

5. Hyperparameter Tuning: Fine-tune the hyperparameters of selected models using techniques like grid search or randomized 

search to optimize their performance further. Assess the impact of hyperparameter tuning on model accuracy and generalization 

capability. 

6. Cross-Validation: Employ cross-validation techniques such as k-fold cross-validation to validate the robustness and 

generalization ability of the trained models, ensuring they perform well across different subsets of the data. 

7. Performance Evaluation: Compare the performance of different models based on evaluation metrics to identify the most 

effective approach for predicting sonar rocks vs. mines. Analyse any observed patterns or trends in model performance. 

8. Discussion and Interpretation: Discuss the findings, limitations, and implications of the study. Interpret the results in the context 

of maritime security and navigation, highlighting the potential applications and future research directions. 
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IV.IMPLEMENTATION 

Software and Hardware Requirements: 

Software Requirements: 

Operating System: Windows 11  

Jupyter Notebook 3: Python 

Streamlit Python  

Computer System: Intel (R) Core (TM) i5-4170 CPU @ 3.20GHz (2 in 1 display)  

 Primary Memory 8GB  

Secondary Memory 512GB SSD  

GPU NVIDIA GTX 1650 

Source: UCI Machine learning Repository  

Instance: 208 

Features: 60 

 

The implementation will follow a step-by-step approach. First, we'll tackle data handling. Functions will be built to import sonar 

data in its specific format and clean it by addressing missing values and outliers. Normalization might be necessary depending on 

the chosen machine learning model. Feature engineering techniques will be explored to extract valuable characteristics from the 

data that can enhance model performance. 

Next, we'll move on to the core functionality: machine learning.  A suitable algorithm like Random Forest or KNN will be selected 

based on the data and project goals. A training script will be developed to feed preprocessed data to the model and optimize its 

accuracy through hyperparameter tuning. This trained model will be integrated into the system, allowing it to make predictions on 

new sonar data points and calculate confidence scores to indicate the certainty of each prediction. This initial implementation lays 

the groundwork, with future possibilities including a user interface and real-time data integration. 
 

 

 
 

 

RESULT: 

This project culminated in a functional machine learning model that can distinguish between rocks and mines.  We achieved the 

accuracy of 95.23% by acquiring and preparing a relevant dataset, training and evaluating a classification model, and finally 

deploying it in a small GUI for practical use. This paves the way for further development, such as exploring more advanced models, 

refining the current one, or integrating it into a larger application. 
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Model  Accuracy Recall Precision F1_score 

KNN 95.23 95.23 95.79 95.28 

SGD 83.33 83.33 83.20 83.22 

Random 

Forest 

80.95 80.95 82.94 81.21 

Logistic 

Regression 

78.57 78.57 81.40 78.87 

 

V.CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the project introduces an innovative approach to underwater mine detection, utilizing logistic regression to overcome 

existing challenges. Logistic regression proves effective in discriminating between rocks and potential mines, showcasing its utility 

in complex underwater environments. The project contributes to advancements in maritime security by offering a reliable and 

accurate method for threat identification. By addressing limitations in existing methodologies, the project refines the approach to 

underwater mine detection, paving the way for future developments. The findings hold significance for real-world applications, 

promising improved safety protocols and risk mitigation in underwater environments. This project advances underwater mine 

detection by leveraging logistic regression, addressing challenges and offering a promising solution for enhanced maritime security. 
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